
221 Plumtree Rd.,  

Springfield, MA  01118-1502 

 

OFFICE HOURS: 8:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 

PHONE: (413)783-4111, ext. 100 

FAX: (413)783-4112 

EMAIL: hcrectory@gmail.com 

�

PASTORAL STAFF�

�

Rev. Frank Lawlor, Administrator 

372-6246, or ext. 147 

 

Rev. Dr. John Tuohey, In Residence 

372-6242, or ext. 110 

 

Msgr. David George  

Retired Maronite Monsignor, In Residence 

 

Msgr. David Joyce 

Retired Monsignor, In Residence 

 

Rev. Mr. William Toller, Deacon 

372-6237, or ext. 116 

 

Rev. Mr. Marc Jean-Mary, Deacon 

 

Sr. Chris Clark, DHM, Pastoral Minister 

372-6241 or ext. 117 

 

Brian Rucci , Director, Liturgical Music 

372-6238, or ext. 146 

 

Cathy Daniel, Director, Faith Formation and 

Child Advocate, 372-6239, or ext. 121 

 

MAIN NUMBER�

783-4111, ext. 100 

 

MASS SCHEDULE�

Saturday, 4:00 p.m. 

Sunday, 8:30 and 11:00 a.m.  

 

Daily Mass: Mon. to Thurs., 9:00 a.m. 

 

Holy Days: 9:00 a.m. and 5:30 p.m. 

 

CONFESSIONS�

Saturday 3:00 - 3:30 p.m. or by appt. 

 

DEVOTIONS�

Miraculous Medal Novena 

Monday after 9:00 a.m. Mass 

 

Adoration Wednesday: 4:00-5:00 p.m. 

 

Chaplet of Divine Mercy Wednesday 5:00 p.m. 

 

PRAYER REQUESTS�

Call Sue at 796-1950  

HOLY CROSS CATHOLIC CHURCH�

THE SACRAMENTS�

 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 

Saturdays, 3:00-3:30 p.m., and by appointment. 

 

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE 

The policy for the Diocese of Springfield requires a period of 

preparation for the Sacrament of Marriage, which includes sessions 

with the Parish Priest and participation at either the Pre-Cana 

conferences or the Engaged Encounter weekend. Please contact the 

Priest a minimum of six (6) months prior to setting any dates to allow 

adequate preparation. 

 

PASTORAL CARE 

Arrangements for the reception of the Sacraments at home can be 

made by contacting the Rectory. Please also notify the Rectory when 

a Parishioner is in the hospital or otherwise confined. If you have an 

emergency sick call, please call the Rectory. 

 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 

Baptism is celebrated on the second Sunday of each month at 12:30 

p.m. Parents should call the parish office at 783-4111.  

 

YOUTH FAITH FORMATION  

Classes are held from September through April. 

 

No matter what your present status in the Catholic Church, 

No matter what your current family or marital situation, 

No matter what your current personal history,  

age, background, or race, 

No matter what your own self-image — 

You are invited, welcomed, accepted, loved and respected  

here  at Holy Cross Church. 

We are here to welcome and serve you. 

 

MISSION STATEMENT�

�

The mission of  Holy Cross Parish  

is to BUILD THE BODY OF CHRIST.�



 

We ask God to return to eternal life our recently 

departed, JOHN PETRONE, and our friends and 

relatives.

 

OPEN PANTRY This week we ask that you please bring 

Tuna. Next week we ask that you please bring Spaghetti 

Sauce. 

�

CALENDAR OF EVENTS�

 

Sun., Dec. 12 11 a.m. Sandwich Ministry, Gold Room 

   

Mon., Dec. 13 6:00 p.m. Plarning Meeting, Gold Room 

       

Tue., Dec. 14 6:30 p.m. JustFaith, JustFaith Room 

  6:30 p.m. Finance Meeting, Rectory 

  Conference Room 

       

Wed., Dec. 15 4 p.m. Adoration & Chaplet of Divine  

  Mercy, Church 

  6:30 p.m. JustFaith, JustFaith Room 

  

Sat., Dec. 18 7:00 p.m. AA Park Allen Group, Gold Room 

 

Sun., Dec. 19 9:30 a.m. Faith Formation, School 

  Classrooms 

  11 a.m.  Sandwich Ministry, Gold Room 

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

PARISH GIVING�

  

NOVEMBER 27 & 28: $4,330.50 

 

2021-22 BUDGET: $8,600.00 

Thank you for your continuing support. 

“Have no anxiety at all, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with 

thanksgiving, make your requests known to God.”  Phil. 4�6 �

�

MASS INTENTIONS�

OF THE WEEK�

 

 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 11 

4:00 p.m.  + Martha & Joseph Gingras, requested by Their 

 Family 

 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 12 

8:30 a.m.  + Richard Cieboter, requested by Mike Cieboter 

11:00 a.m.  + George Moller (10th Anniversary), requested by  

 His Family 

 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 13 

9:00 a.m. + St. Lucia, requested by Maria Recchia 

 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 14 

9:00 a.m. The Moskal & Janik Families, requested by Their 

 Family 

 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 15 

9:00 a.m.  + Maria Domingo Romeo, requested by Maria 

 Recchia and Family 

 

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 16 

9:00 a.m. +Judy Babcock (1st Anniversary), requested by  

 George & Mary Collins 

�

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 17 

9:00 a.m.  No Mass 

 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 18 

4:00 p.m.  + Angelo & Delia Lucia, requested by Their Family 

 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 19 

8:30 a.m.  + Jack and Robert Tuttle, requested by The Tuttle 

 Family 

11:00 a.m. + Our Recently Deceased: Kathleen Harrigan,  

 Thomas Murphy, and John Petrone 

�

Look for inspiration or humor or share it�

on Holy Cross’ new Facebook page…  �

AT THE CROSS.SPRINGFIELD�

HOLIDAY MASS SCHEDULE�

�

Christmas Eve: 4:00 p.m. & 10:00 p.m.   �

�

Christmas Day: 10:00 a.m.   �

�

December 26: 8:30 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.   �

The Mystery of the Incarnation�

During the Spiritual Exercises of St. Ignatius Loyola, re-

treatants imagine the mystery of the Incarnation. They take 

time to picture the Trinity looking over the entire surface of 

the earth, watching people making disastrous choices, hurt-

ing one another, and making a general mess of things. The 

Trinity begins nodding to one another: It’s time. They com-

mission a powerful angel to visit Mary, to ask her permission 

for the second Person of the Trinity to become a human 

being. They request a simple woman to birth the Savior of 

humanity, which is incapable of saving itself. God had this 

incredible plan all along. And it depended on a woman say-

ing yes.  

 

—Excerpted from 2022: A Book of Grace-Filled Days  



WEBSITE: www.holycrossparish.org 

PASTORAL PONDERINGS �

 by Fr. Frank Lawlor 

If you noticed, I have changed the mission statement on the 

front of our bulletin.  It is not because anything in our previ-

ous statement was not appropriate, but I do not believe that it 

was concise enough. The mission of this parish is “TO 

BUILD THE BODY OF CHRIST!” 

 

As we all know, building the Body of Christ is not an easy pro-

cess. To fulfill our mission each parishioner is called to do 

their part. St. Paul, in his letter to Timothy is very clear about 

our task… “Proclaim the word; be persistent whether it is con-

venient or inconvenient; convince, reprimand, encourage 

through all patience and teaching.” Ultimately our call, our 

baptismal duty, is to spread the love of Christ to the world. If 

we are believers and honestly understand the joy associated 

with the “Good News” we will not be able to avoid sharing it 

with those we are closest to.  

 

The IF word is very important. We cannot share what we do 

not have. This Advent season can be an invaluable opportunity 

to truly prepare ourselves spiritually for the wonderful news  

we are about to receive. It is a chance for us to reflect deeply 

upon our own faith and the role that we play as baptized 

Catholics. Are we living our lives as joyful members of 

Christ’s body or are we simply going through the motions and 

checking the boxes? DO we live in joy or simply act out of 

obligation, or worse, habit? 

 

Our society is spinning in all the wrong directions. The per-

centage of “former Catholics” and “Nones” (no religious affil-

iation) is staggering and climbing. We can accept these trends 

as inevitable and remain passive or we can commit to doing 

everything that we can to change that trajectory.  

 

Jesus does not leave any room for complacency. He has called 

each of us to be Apostles and given us a mission. Jesus called 

each of us to... “Go, therefore, and make disciples of all na-

tions, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the 

Son, and of the Holy Spirit.”  Standing by and watching the 

continued wilting of the vine is simply not acceptable.  

 

Our mission is to build the body of Christ! 

Meet Sr. Chris Clark DHM  

 

As Christmas approaches, I am glad to be welcomed as in-

coming Pastoral Minister of Holy Cross Parish. The mission I 

have received is to build up the People of God and contribute 

to the coming of the Kingdom through our parish communi-

ty. My responsibilities flow from that charge. Encounters I’ve 

already had here let me know that Holy Cross parishioners are 

faithful and eager to serve God with integrity, willing to share 

their grief and joy, and share some hopes and fears for the 

future. I am glad for these days as we establish relationships 

and extend our sense of community, moving forward togeth-

er.   

 

I come bearing some gifts and credentials, not the least of 

which is a capacity to listen to the Spirit with individuals and 

communities in times of transition, that they may progress in 

all freedom in God. Some of my current experience and net-

works that can serve our sense of extended community in-

clude: directing DeCice Hall ministry at 1365 Northampton 

Street in Holyoke, serving on the Board of Directors for Nar-

din Academy in Buffalo, of Homework House Holyoke, and 

of St Joseph’s School for the Deaf in the Bronx. Some past 

experiences and networks that could serve include: Theology 

Teacher at the Academy of Notre Dame Tyngsboro, Director 

of Religious Education at Newman Center, Campus Minister 

at Newman Center, Chair of the University of Massachusetts 

Interfaith Committee, Confirmation Formator at Deerfield 

Academy, Religious Advisor at Amherst College, Adjunct Pro-

fessor of Religious Studies at Elms College, and Professor for 

the Permanent Diaconate Program in this Diocese.  

 

It may be helpful to know that I am a fully-professed woman 

religious; an adult convert the Roman Catholic faith; have 

been widowed; am rooted in Ignatian Spirituality; hold ad-

vanced degrees in theology (MAAT, MTS, and ThM with 

MDiv equivalent) focused on practical theology, values and 

character formation, and scripture; and lead various service, 

pilgrimage, and faith formation experiences.  

 

The Society of the Daughters of the Heart of Mary is a Ro-

man Catholic Religious Institute of Pontifical right founded 

during the French Revolution by Adelaide de Cicé a French 

laywoman and Fr Joseph de Clorivière, a Jesuit priest. The 

Society grew underground. Women observed their religious 

life without benefit of cloister or habit, responding to the 

needs of people persecuted for their faith and impoverished 

by terrible oppression. To this day DHM serve in a variety of 

ways, living witness to Jesus Christ while blending with their 

neighbors much like the early church did. Many DHM are not 

identified publicly as women religious - they may be present in 

arenas where religion and women religious are considered a 

threat. But sometimes it is helpful for a DHM to be identified 

publicly and to respond to the prefix “sr.” Such is the case 

with Sr Chris and Holy Cross Parish.   

 

Contact Sr Chris: Email to cclarkhcparish@gmail.com. Office 

voicemail: (413) 783-4111 x117. Mail to: Chris Clark DHM, 

Holy Cross Church, 221 Plumtree Road, Springfield MA 

01118. 

�



DECEMBER 11 & 12, 2021  

 �

GIVING TREE � This year the Outreach to 

the Poor Committee is sponsoring our Christmas 

Giving Tree to benefit boys and girls, ages 8 � 10 

of the Gray House Community. All gift requests have 

been chosen by the staff of Gray House as age�

appropriate toys. Please note that these are gift sug-

gestions and have not been requested by a specific 

child. Gifts should be returned with the ornament at-

tached and unwrapped to the church December 11 and 

12.  There will also be a special drop off time on Satur-

day December 11th from 9:00 � 11:00AM. Please return 

all gifts by noon on Sunday, December 12.�

Once again, this year we have added a gift list on Ama-

zon to make shopping easier. The link is listed below.�

https://a.co/gMUarrh�

If you purchase an item on Amazon, but have not se-

lected an ornament from the tree, we will attach one 

when you return the item.  �

Most of the gift items are activities for the children 

to build or create something.  LEGOS, Arts & Crafts, 

Science Kits, Board Games and Puzzles are the major 

categories of presents for both genders. �

We thank you for adding one or more items to your hol-

iday shopping list to help make Christmas brighter for 

these children. If you have any questions please con-

tact Ellen Angeli at 413�204�8562.�

SPIRITED HELPERS �

WANTED�

We are seeking a few Spirited 

Helpers to decorate the Church 

on Friday, December 17, from 

10:00 am to 12 noon, donuts and 

beverages provided in the morn-

ing; and Saturday, December 18, 

from 8:30 am until decorating is 

complete, with pizza and beverag-

es.� It should not take much time 

with some happy, enthusiastic, spirited helpers!� �

�

Look for a sign�up sheet on the table as you enter 

the Church from Wheeler Street parking lot.� �

�

Please be part of the magic of 

Christmas as you see the 

church transforming into 

lights� warming your hearts as 

we await the�birth of our Sav-

ior, Jesus Christ!� May your 

hearts and homes be filled 

with the joyful spirit of 

Christmas.���

�

Contact Nancy 413�575�4216 

if you need further info. 



PEACE BE WITH YOU 

Meet Brian Rucci 

 

Hi, I’m Brian Rucci, your new 

music director.  

 

Let me tell you a little about 

myself. I’m Catholic. I’m mar-

ried. I have three children. My 

daughters are 23 and 21 and my 

son is 17. I live in Suffield, CT, 

which is about 20 minutes from 

here. During the week, I’m an 

actuary with Travelers in Hart-

ford. In my free time, I’m very involved in community theatre in 

northern Connecticut and western Massachusetts.  

 

I’ve been active in music ministry for 25 years. I’ve been a choir 

member and a cantor. I was an organist at St. Mary and St. Rob-

ert in Windsor Locks for 15 years. My most recent position was 

music director at St. Gertrude in Windsor until it closed last year.  

 

I believe the first job of the music ministry is to support the con-

gregation in singing as they worship. Performances and concerts 

do have a place, but they should be outside the celebration of 

the Eucharist. While listening to music can be wonderfully medi-

tative, whenever possible I will try to encourage everyone’s par-

ticipation in singing whatever music we do. After the first of the 

year, we will start building a choir and recruiting cantors, but the 

most important music ministers are those of you singing in the 

pews. 

 

I am very excited to be here with you at Holy Cross. Please in-

troduce yourself to me after mass, and don’t be offended if I 

don’t remember your name right away. I would like to get to 

know all of you. 

Make Christmas a time of  joy for those 

in need: Catholic Charities client fami-

lies. With your help Catholic Charities Agency would like to 

assist families in need during the Christmas season. Your kind-

ness will bring happiness to the children and parents of the fami-

lies you sponsor. We will supply you with the information you 

will need concerning the family and their wish list. If interested 

in sponsoring a family, please contact Marilyn Martinez – Pro-

gram Coordinator  

(413) 452-0632/(413) 348-0528.  

Gifts must be received by this Friday,  

December 17, at Catholic Charities: 65 

�
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FELIX AUTO
REPAIR & TOWING

914 Sumner Ave.
Springfield

733-0022

PREMIUM 
HEATING OIL

413-737-0293
507 No. Main Street, East Longmeadow, MA

FUNERAL SERVICE
Proud of What We Do...Honored To Serve You
494 Belmont Avenue • Springfield, MA 01108
413-734-4508 • hafeyfuneralservice.com

SULLIVAN, KEATING 
AND MORAN

Insurance Agency of  Springfield, Inc.
For All Your Insurance Needs

840 LIBERTY STREET
413.781.5750

ED KEATING | BILL SULLIVAN
DAVE MATHEWS

Personally 
Caring for you in your time of need

Christine M. Tazzini  & Joseph F. Pasternak, III

Tazzini
Funeral Home

Our commitment is to unsurpassed  
Quality and Service

734-7926

SECURITY | VOIP | CABLING
MANAGED IT

TEAMHOGAN.COM

WE MANAGE YOUR
TECHNOLOGY SO 
YOU CAN MANAGE 
YOUR BUSINESS.

STOP WASTING YOUR TIME.

A Landmark Co.

Experience & Integrity

783-0195
Dot Lortie, GRI, SRES

Realtor®

E: dotlortie@verizon.net

Licensed • Insured
Established • Professional

413.363.1276
88 Arcadia Blvd. 

Springfield, MA 01118
MA CSL License #104631
MA HIC License #189701
CT HIC License #0674414

LET US PLACE 
YOUR AD HERE.

Auto & Light Truck Repair
Since 1941

Hours: Monday - Friday 
7:30 am - 5 pm
510 Allen St.

Springfield, MA 01118
413-736-4311

gurneysservice.com

Greetings! Best Wishes for a 
healthy and Prosperous 2021.

Your Ward 7 
City Councilor

Tim Allen

Attorney Marie T. Jablonski 
413-205-2912 I will always call you back! 
marietjab@yahoo.com  |  attyjablonski.com
Don’t want to come downtown? I make house calls! 

Wills, Probate, Estate, Family Law, 
Social Security Disability

Contact Clare Colamaria to place an ad today! 
ccolamaria@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6444


