
Thank you for 

joining us for  

Mass today.  

We hope that you 

find us to be Holy 

Spirit-filled disciples 

of Jesus Christ, 

centered in the 

Eucharist.  

Contact us soon to 

find out how you 

can be a part of 

what MQOA is doing 

to offer welcome 

and healing to all. 

WELCOME 

THIS WEEK AT MQOA:  

January 12, 2020 

www.MQOA.org 

978-745-9060  |  info@MQOA.org 
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02   A MESSAGE FROM FR. MURRAY 

PARISH INFORMATION 

This weekend, 

we conclude the 

Christmas 

season. You may 

have already 

taken down your 

tree and moved 

the couch back against the wall, 

but the Church wants to have all 

the  Christmas time She can to 

celebrate the nativity. Throughout 

the season of Christmas, we 

celebrate the arrival of the Christ 

child. The images and the 

practices in our liturgies are meant 

to help us remember that God is 

with us (Emmanuel), and that his 

birth is both extraordinary and 

ordinary. The events of Christmas, 

with the celebrations of the Holy 

Family and the visit of the Magi 

remind us of the importance of 

Jesus’ birth not just for us, but for 

the whole world.  �

The end of the season is another 

meaningful moment with 

applications and consequences for 

all of us. In the Baptism of Jesus, 

we celebrate another very 

consequential public moment for 

Jesus: his humble reception of 

John’s baptism and the beginning 

of his public ministry. He has been 

growing and learning His lessons,  

both in  Scripture and life, and now 

as He begins the proclamation of 

the Good News, God is present 

again in the voice that is heard 

from the clouds.  �

He who is sinless begins to show 

us in humility what we can do to 

heal and restore ourselves and 

begin our relationship to the 

Father in a new and personal way. 

Jesus blesses the waters forever 

for all our baptisms, and as 

importantly, tells us who we are as 

children of God. One of my 

favorite lines in the Bible comes 

after the baptism, when the clouds 

open and the voice is heard 

saying, "This is my beloved Son, 

with whom I am well pleased." 

Each of the first three Gospels 

uses some variation of this scene, 

and the message is clear for 

Jesus and for us that as adopted 

sons and daughters of God, we 

too can hear the same message 

that Jesus and his followers heard 

at that moment. �

We sometimes think that as we 

grow older, or after sinning in a 

way that makes us think we 

cannot be forgiven, that we have 

fallen  out of God’s pleasure 

permanently. While it is better to 

avoid sin, the message for us is 

that Jesus died for our sins and so 

while God may be displeased with 

the sin, God still loves the sinner. 

That is the Good News of Jesus 

Christ and is the foundation of the 

evangelizing and healing message 

we can present to the world. 

Whenever people beat themselves 

up in the confessional, I use this 

message as something to reflect 

on as a penance. �

It is a good prayer practice or way 

to start our morning or evening 

prayer, i.e., using the Ignatian 

prayer practice of imagining 

ourselves in a scene from 

scripture. It is as if God is saying 

to each of us, “You are my 

beloved, with whom I am well 

pleased.”  By starting and ending 

our day this way, regardless of 

what has happened in our day�to�

day lives, we will grow stronger in 

our belief that God is with us, 

lovingly calling and speaking to us. 

We are beloved sons and 

daughters, and by allowing 

ourselves to accept this, we may 

just be able to see the presence of 

God more clearly in our lives. �

�

Thanks again to Katie and Karen 

and their “crew” for their Christmas 

decorating and other work at St. 

James and to Carol and ChiChi for 

their work at IC. �

 

Peace, Father Murray�
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Este fin de semana concluimos 

la temporada navideña. Es 

posible que usted ya haya 

desarmado su árbol y movido el 

sofá contra la pared, pero la 

iglesia quiere tener todo el 

tiempo que pueda para celebrar 

la natividad y luego terminar la 

temporada con una celebración 

paralela a la Navidad. En la 

Natividad, celebramos la llegada 

del Cristo como niño. Las 

imágenes y las prácticas están 

destinadas a ayudarnos a 

recordar que Dios está con 

nosotros, es decir, cuando Jesús 

aparece (Emmanuel). Y así es y su 

nacimiento es extraordinario y 

regular, todo al mismo tiempo. 

Los eventos de Navidad, con las 

celebraciones de la Sagrada 

Familia y la visita de los Reyes 

Magos nos recuerdan la 

importancia de esta celebración, 

no solo para nosotros sino para 

todo el mundo. El final de la 

temporada es otro momento 

público con aplicaciones y 

consecuencias para todos 

nosotros también. En el 

Bautismo, celebramos otro 

momento público muy 

consecuente para Jesús. Vemos 

su humildad al recibir el 

bautismo de manos de Juan y el 

comienzo de su ministerio 

público. Él ha estado creciendo y 

aprendiendo sus lecciones, tanto 

en las Escrituras como en la vida, 

y ahora, cuando comienza a 

proclamar las Buenas Nuevas, 

Dios vuelve a ser evidente en la 

voz que se escucha desde las 

nubes. El que no tiene pecado 

comienza a mostrarnos con 

humildad lo que podemos hacer 

para sanarnos y restaurarnos y 

comenzar nuestra relación con el 

Padre a través de Él. Jesús 

bendice las aguas para siempre 

para todos nuestros bautismos y, 

lo que es más importante, nos 

dice quiénes somos como hijos 

de Dios. Una de mis líneas 

favoritas en la Biblia viene 

después del bautismo, cuando se 

abren las nubes y se escucha la 

voz que dice: "Este es mi Hijo 

amado, con quien estoy muy 

complacido". Cada uno de los 

primeros tres Evangelios usa 

alguna variación de estas 

palabras, y el mensaje es claro 

tanto para Jesús como para 

nosotros. porque como hijos e 

hijas adoptivos de Dios, nosotros 

también deberíamos escuchar el 

mismo mensaje que Jesús y sus 

seguidores escucharon en ese 

momento. El problema es que a 

medida que envejecemos, 

dudamos; o después de pecar de 

una manera específica, 

pensamos que no vamos a ser 

perdonados, o que nos hemos 

salido del amor de Dios 

permanentemente. Si bien es 

mejor evitar el pecado, el 

mensaje para nosotros es que 

Jesús murió por nuestros 

pecados y, por lo tanto, Dios 

puede estar disgustado con el 

pecado, pero aún así, ama al 

pecador. Esa es la Buena 

Noticia de Jesucristo y es el 

fundamento del mensaje de 

evangelización y sanación que 

podemos presentar al mundo. 

Cada vez que las personas se 

golpeen a si mismos en el 

confesionario, usaré este 

mensaje como algo para 

reflexionar a modo de 

penitencia. Es una buena práctica 

de oración o una forma de 

comenzar nuestra oración 

matutina o vespertina. Es decir, 

usar la práctica de oración de 

inicio del día imaginándonos en 

una escena bíblica. Es como si 

Dios nos estuviera diciendo a 

cada uno de nosotros: "eres mi 

amado, con quien estoy muy 

complacido". Al comenzar y 

terminar nuestro día de esta 

manera, independientemente de 

lo que haya sucedido, nos 

haremos más fuertes en nuestra 

creencia de que Dios está con 

nosotros, nos llama y nos habla 

con amor. Esto funciona tanto 

para los días buenos como para 

los malos. Somos hijos e hijas 

amados y al permitirnos pensar 

esto, tal vez podamos ver la 

presencia de Dios más 

claramente en nuestras vidas. 

 

 

Gracias nuevamente a Katie y 

Karen por su decoración 

navideña y otros trabajos en St. 

James y a Carol y Chichi por su 

trabajo en IC. 
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MARY QUEEN OF THE APOSTLES PARISH 

TODAY’S MASS READINGS:  

 

The readings for  

The Baptism of our Lord 

in year A can be found  starting 

at number 879 

in the green 

Journeysongs book.   

The prayers for the Mass are 

found starting at number 140  

(grey section). 

Paz, Padre Murray�
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SAVE THE DATE  

JANUARY 12 

 

COFFEE AND 

CONVERSATION 

10:30 AM 

Immaculate Conception 

 

JANUARY 14 

 

BILINGUAL MASS AND 

HEALING PRAYER 

7:00 PM 

Immaculate Conception 

 

JANUARY 17 

 

HOLY HOUR FOR LIFE 

7:00 PM 

Immaculate Conception 

 

JANUARY 23 

 

ALPHA “COME AND SEE” 

7:00 PM 

St. James lower church hall  

NINE WAYS YOU CAN HELP OUR PARISH GROW 

Every member of our parish is called to welcome people to the Church and into a deeper 

relationship with Christ. Over the next nine weeks, we’ll feature ways that you can help! 

Week 2: Pray to the Lord of the Harvest: Pray that each person present [at the 

Mass you are attending] comes to faith in Christ after hearing the Good News 

message of Jesus Christ. Pray for each person there to make a real commitment to 

follow Christ, evidenced by spiritual fruit. 

Adapted from: “9 Winsome Ways You Can Help Your Church Grow,” by William Strickland 

www.williamstricklandblog.com/2019/10/12/9-winsome-ways-you-can-help-your-church-grow/  

YOU CAN BE AN ALTAR SERVER 

Altar servers have the privilege of assisting the priest in the sanctuary during the Mass and 

other liturgical functions. We are in need of altar servers of all ages.  Our goal is to have 

several servers at each Mass.  We will train you for this important ministry! Please email 

Julie McCannon at info@MQOA.org.  

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP - RECOGNIZE GOD IN YOUR 

ORDINARY MOMENTS 

 

I used to lead an RCIA session on baptism, where I would bring in my Kermit 

the Frog toy from when I was a child and pretend to baptize it. It was a 

session I especially made sure I led when we had children preparing for 

Easter sacraments. You would think Kermit would have become super holy 

having been baptized so many times, year after year. But, if he had been 

real, he would not have been any holier due to multiple baptisms than he 

was after the first baptism. He couldn’t be re-baptized. (Not to mention, of 

course, he is a FROG.) 

When Jesus came to John for baptism, he transformed the baptism of 

repentance that John was practicing into a baptism of redemption. And 

although we are called to repentance over and over in our life, redemption 

comes to us only once. We cannot get baptized again in the Jordan or Sea of 

Galilee because of romantic notions, or come into the Catholic Church by a 

second baptism so we can start all over. Our baptism, whether we can 

remember it or not, is a one-time deal. But it is the real deal. Whether you 

feel it or not, you are sealed for Christ, and the stain of original sin has been 

washed away. 

Too many of us take that moment for granted. Yes, you may have been 

baptized as an infant. But much time has passed since then, 

and you can work to understand the impact that it had on 

your life. We sometimes look for a good time to begin living a 

stewardship way of life. However, that time already passed, 

and God has been waiting. We are called to reflect on our 

baptism and respond to the call it has placed on our lives. We 

can respond and be disciples, or we can be like Kermit the 

Frog, always searching for a new start that never comes. 

— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 
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CONGRATULATIONS ON YOUR ENGAGEMENT 

If you are newly engaged and want to be married at one of our churches, reach 

out to Father Bob Murray at RMurray@MQOA.org. We will walk you through 

your engagement and help you prepare for this most important sacrament. 

Weddings are scheduled at least nine months in advance, and our churches are 

popular wedding venues, so email or call soon: 978-745-9060. 

 

 

 

BILINGUAL MASS AND HEALING PRAYER SERVICE  

Our monthly Mass with healing prayer is Tuesday night, Jan. 14, at 7:00 PM at 

Immaculate Conception.  Join us for a beautiful bilingual (Spanish and English) 

Mass, then stay to receive prayer from our team for healing, or receive the 

sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick. All are welcome to come and receive 

prayer. 

HOLY HOUR FOR LIFE 

Let us pray for life. Holy Hour is the Roman Catholic devotional tradition of 

spending an hour in Eucharistic adoration in the presence of the Blessed 

Sacrament. A plenary indulgence is granted for this practice. Every third Friday 

of the month we celebrate a Holy Hour for Life. Come let us adore the Our Lord 

and offer him our prayer for the end of abortion, and our prayer for the 

homebound, the sick, the homeless, the Earth, and our leaders. Fri., Jan. 17 at 

Immaculate Conception at 7:00 PM. 

HAVE YOU HEARD ABOUT ALPHA?  

Alpha is a series of dinner meetings with conver-

sation about the big questions in life. You can 

bring your doubts, discouragement, curiosity, 

and questions to the table and enjoy deep, hon-

est, and judgment-free conversations with other 

adults.  The food is amazing, the people are 

warm and welcoming, and everything is free.   

 

Alpha has been described by our guests as 

 “the antidote for Catholic guilt” 

and “the opposite experience of CCD.” 

  

Join us for our “Come and See” night, Thursday 

January 23 at St. James lower church hall. Our 

doors open at 7:00 PM for great food, people 

and conversation. No charge, no pressure.  

Learn more at our website:  www.MQOA.org/alpha 



Thank you for your continued support!  

Without you we could not provide our 

faith-filled programs and ongoing 

support to all our parishioners and the 

Salem Community. 

Mary, Queen of the Apostles Parish 

relies on the weekly offertory and other 

donations to serve God and God’s 

people.  By giving $10 or $20 in our 

weekly collection, you help make Masses 

more beautiful, ministries more 

personal, service to the poor more 

possible, and opportunities to grow in 

faith more plentiful.   

PLEASE REMEMBER TO WRITE YOUR 

CHECKS TO “MARY, QUEEN OF THE 

APOSTLES PARISH.”  

MONDAY  JANUARY 13 

   8:30 AM Rosary at Immaculate Conception Chapel 

   9:00 AM Mass at Immaculate Conception Chapel 

  † Nathan H Borstow  

 10:00 AM AA Meeting, St. James Conference Room 

      

       

TUESDAY  JANUARY 14 

   8:30 AM Rosary at Immaculate Conception Chapel 

   9:00 AM Mass at Immaculate Conception Chapel  

 10:00 AM AA Meeting, St. James Conference Room 

   7:00 PM Mass en español, IC 

   7:45 PM Healing Prayer Service, IC 

    

WEDNESDAY  JANUARY 15 

   8:30 AM Rosary at Immaculate Conception Chapel 

   9:00 AM Mass, Immaculate Conception 

   6:30 PM Bingo, St. James lower church hall 

   7:00 PM Choir rehearsal, MQOA parish offices 

     

THURSDAY  JANUARY 16 

   8:30 AM Rosary at Immaculate Conception Chapel 

 10:00 AM AA Meeting, St. James Conference Room 

    

FRIDAY  JANUARY 17         

   8:30 AM Rosary at Immaculate Conception 

   9:00 AM Mass at Immaculate Conception Chapel 

 10:00 AM AA Meeting, St. James Conference Room 

   7:00 PM Holy Hour for Life, IC church 

          

SATURDAY  JANUARY 18 

   5:00 AM Hispanic Intercessory Prayer Group, at IC 

 10:00 AM AA Meeting, St. James Conference Room 

   1:00 AM ASASV member meeting, St. James Conf. Room 

   3:00 PM Confession, St. James 

   4:00 PM Mass at St. James Church 

     † Benjamin and Michelle Wells  

   7:00 PM Baptism Prep—Hispanic 

 

SUNDAY  JANUARY 19 

   9:30 AM Mass at Immaculate Conception church 

  † Lee Willnow  

 12:00 PM Mass at Immaculate Conception, en español 

   6:00 PM Mass at Immaculate Conception    

06   THIS WEEK IN OUR PARISH 

JANUARY 12, 2020 |  THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD  

To request a Mass in honor or in memory of a loved one,  

please stop by our welcome table after the 9:30 AM Mass at IC, 

call the parish offices at 978-745-9060, or email  

info@MQOA.org 

DEC 28-29, 2019 

Collection:  4,081.50 

Online:     470.60 

Mailed:  1,270.00   

Total:  5,822.10 

  

JAN 4-5, 2020 

Collection:  4,695.00 

Online:          N/A 

Mailed:          N/A 

Total:  4,695.00 

  

CHRISTMAS (CLERGY FUND) 

Collection:  7,919.00  

GRAND ANNUAL 

To date:  43,657.00 



MASS MINISTER SCHEDULES  07  

MARY QUEEN OF THE APOSTLES PARISH 

SATURDAY, Jan 11  

4:00 PM SJ 

Greeters: 

Claudia Nicgorski 

Liz Borkowski 

 

Lectors: 

 

Eucharistic Ministers: 

Claudia Nicgorski 

 

 

SUNDAY, Jan 12 

9:30 AM IC 

Greeters: 

 

Lectors: 

Diane Curran 

Eileen Luddy 

 

Eucharistic Ministers: 

 

 

6:00 PM IC 

Lectors: 

Margo Morin 

 

Eucharistic Ministers: 

Lynne Cunningham  

Christine Williams 

 

 

 

 

SATURDAY, Jan 18 

4:00 PM SJ 

Greeters: 

Liz Borkowski 

Claudia Nicgorski 

Lectors: 

Jim Fouhey 

 

Eucharistic Ministers: 

Claudia Nicgorski  

 

 

SUNDAY, Jan 19 

9:30 AM IC 

Greeters: 

Carol Collins 

 

Lectors: 

Gerald Collins 

Kate Sousa 

 

Eucharistic 

Ministers: 

David Henry 

 

6:00 PM IC 

Lectors: 

Karen Hayes 

 

Eucharistic Ministers: 

Christine Williams 

Lynn Cunningham  

DID YOU KNOW? 

Our liturgical ministers (Eucharistic ministers, 

lectors, greeters, and altar servers) choose their 

own schedules!  That way they always know 

when they’re scheduled to serve, and can 

choose Masses that fit into their busy lives! If 

you have held back on joining a ministry 

because you’re busy, wait no longer! Contact 

Margo today for training: mmorin@mqoa.org 

GRAND ANNUAL FUNDRAISING  

We are still gratefully accepting donations for the 

Grand Annual Campaign.  If you haven’t already sent 

in your donation, please consider donating today. 

Thank you to everyone who has already donated.  

 

GIVE ONLINE WITH  WE SHARE 

Online giving helps your parish with our 

budget, and helps you budget your 

intentional giving.  Click on this symbol at 

our website: www.MQOA.org  

 

SHOP AT AMAZON? KEEP US IN MIND 

when you shop on AmazonSmile, the 

AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 

0.5% of the purchase price of eligible 

products to our parish.  

Start at this link when you shop: 

www.smile.amazon.com/ch/82-2263996  

THANKFUL FOR YOUR GENEROSITY  

OUR WORK CONTINUES 

 

Many thanks to everyone who donated during the 

month of December. As of December 23, our 

monthly collection was at $12,349.50. With the 

$10,000 matching funds from our very generous 

donor this month, that is $22,349.50 added to our 

treasury to help the needy. It couldn't come at a 

better time, as we paid out $13,592 in assistance 

to the needy in Salem in the last month. With your 

gifts, our volunteers were able to bring God’s love 

and mercy to 38 families, providing: $9,240 in 

rental assistance; $1,464 in utility bill assistance; 

$2,832 in food assistance; and $56 in 

miscellaneous assistance. Those who benefit 

from your donations are most appreciative of 

your generosity.  

And of course, after thanking you for your 

exceptional generosity in December, I need to ask 

you for your help again this month because the 

need continues year round. In fact, during the last 

couple of months there has been a big increase in 

the assistance needed, due to the rise in eviction 

notices and utility shutoff notices.  

To help meet the needs, the Society of Saint 

Vincent de Paul will be holding our monthly 

collection on January 11 and 12, and our 

volunteers will be at the church doors after all 

of the Masses. Again, thank you so much for 

helping the poor in Salem.  

—Karen O’Brien 
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