
Thank you for 

joining us for  

Mass today.  

We hope that you 

find us to be Holy 

Spirit-filled disciples 

of Jesus Christ, 

centered in the 

Eucharist.  

Contact us soon to 

find out how you 

can be a part of 

what MQOA is doing 

to offer welcome 

and healing to all. 

WELCOME 

THIS WEEK AT MQOA:  

January 19, 2020 

www.MQOA.org 

978-745-9060  |  info@MQOA.org 
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02   A MESSAGE FROM FR. MURRAY 

PARISH INFORMATION 

I remember 

taking a law 

class in college. 

One of the 

topics was about 

who serves on a 

jury, and how 

lawyers choose jurors from the 

point of view of the prosecution 

and the defendants. Another 

very interesting theme was the 

role of witnesses — what they 

see and how they report an 

incident, an accident,  an event 

or a crime. The point of view of 

the witness is really important, 

and some people note some 

details while others note 

different details. 

I am thinking about this because 

in this week’s Gospel there is 

another account of Jesus 

meeting John the Baptist. It is 

John’s role to be the one who 

introduces Jesus in his public 

ministry, in the Gospel of John. 

John’s public testimony comes as 

a result of hearing the message 

of God and then offering it to the 

whole world.  

In this scene from the Gospel, 

we see a wonderful example of 

theophany, i.e., God speaking in 

a direct way about Jesus, and we 

see in John a human response to 

a message from God . This is the 

way of God. God offers salvation 

to everyone, and each of us is 

able to be a part of that saving 

story.  

Remember that the news of 

Jesus’ birth was spread through 

messengers from God; 

shepherds in a field, foreigners 

to the Jewish faith, and even 

through the dark heart of Herod. 

That is, as I have been saying, 

the good news for all of us. We 

are invited to proclaim the 

message of Jesus Christ, 

wherever we are.  

In our own day and time, and 

throughout history, there are a 

lot of skeptics in regard to 

religion and, specifically, 

Christianity. So it is good to 

remember that just as John 

invited others to seek out Jesus 

who was greater than him, this is 

our task too, in a similar manner, 

to invite others to seek Him and 

know Him.  

In our parish, the way we do that 

is with the Alpha program, 

which offers a non-threatening 

introduction to Christianity. In 

the coming weeks you will hear 

someone from our parish give a 

testimony at the end of Mass 

about how they have come to 

know Jesus and the Holy Spirit  in 

a personal way as result of 

attending Alpha.  

We use this program to invite 

others to come and take a look 

at our faith and to ask questions 

we hope will minimize their 

skepticism and increase their 

curiosity about letting  Jesus be a 

part of their lives. 

We want to be good witnesses, 

and so, like in a trial process as 

mentioned above, we all can 

play a part in giving witness to 

Jesus, our faith, and the Church. 

All are invited to Alpha, and we 

always hope to reach people 

who have never had a faith or 

relationship with God. But Alpha 

can also give new life to the faith 

of even life-long Catholics who 

don’t feel skeptical or who don’t 

feel like they have deep 

questions about faith.  

Our purpose is to be witnesses 

to the Good News of salvation 

and to invite others to give 

witness, too. If you have been to 

Alpha, I invite you to give witness 

by inviting somebody inside or 

outside the Church.  

If you have not, I invite you to 

give Alpha a try, it is worth the 

visit.  

Peace, Father Murray�
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Recuerdo haber tomado una 

clase de leyes en la universidad. 

Uno de los temas fue sobre 

quién forma parte de un jurado 

y cómo deciden los abogados 

desde el punto de vista de la 

fiscalía y los acusados. Otro 

tema muy interesante fue el 

papel de los testigos, lo que ven 

y cómo informan un incidente 

de cualquier tipo, es decir un 

accidente, un evento o un 

delito. El punto de vista del 

testigo es realmente 

importante ya que algunas 

personas notan algunos 

detalles y otros notan otros. 

Estoy hablando de esto porque 

en el Evangelio de esta semana 

hay otro relato de Jesús cuando 

conoce a Juan el Bautista, en su 

papel de quien presenta a Jesús 

en su ministerio público, en la 

versión del Evangelio de Juan. El 

diálogo ayuda a recordarnos 

que cada uno de ellos sabe 

cuáles eran sus roles. Juan en 

su humildad hace la 

preparación final para dar 

testimonio del ministerio 

público de Jesús. Su testimonio 

público llega como resultado de 

escuchar el mensaje de Dios y 

luego ofrecerlo a todo el 

mundo. En conjunto, vemos un 

maravilloso ejemplo de 

Teofanía, es decir, Dios 

hablando de manera directa 

sobre Jesús en el Evangelio de 

Mateo, y vemos la respuesta 

humana a un mensaje de Dios 

en Juan. Todo nos lleva a 

recordar que este es el camino 

de Dios. Él está directamente 

involucrado en el proyecto de 

salvación y está dispuesto a 

usarnos a todos, en cualquier 

forma que sea para transmitir 

el mensaje. Es una 

continuación, creo, de la forma  

 

 

en que Jesús fue anunciado y 

llegó a la encarnación, usando 

mensajeros de Dios, pastores 

en un campo, extranjeros a la 

fe judía e incluso la pequeñez 

de Herodes. Esa es, como he 

estado diciendo, la gran buena 

noticia para todos nosotros. 

Estamos invitados a ser quienes 

proclaman el mensaje de 

Jesucristo dondequiera que 

estemos. En nuestros días y 

tiempos, a diferencia de la 

anticipación de Jesús y el 

trabajo mesiánico, hoy hay 

muchos escépticos acerca de la 

religión y el cristianismo 

específicamente. Por lo tanto, 

es bueno recordar que, así 

como Juan invitó a otros a 

buscar a Jesús quien era más 

grande que él, nuestra tarea 

igualmente es invitar a otros a 

buscarlo también. 

Nuestra práctica local es utilizar 

el programa Alpha, que es una 

introducción no amenazante al 

cristianismo. En las próximas 

semanas escucharán a alguien 

de nuestra parroquia dar un 

testimonio al final de la Misa 

sobre cómo han llegado a 

conocer a Jesús y al Espíritu 

Santo de manera personal, 

como resultado de asistir a 

Alpha. Estamos usando este 

programa para invitar a otros a 

que vean nuestra fe y hagan 

preguntas que esperamos 

minimicen su escepticismo y 

aumenten su curiosidad por 

dejar que Jesús sea parte de 

sus vidas. Queremos ser 

buenos testigos, y así, como en 

un juicio -como se mencionó 

anteriormente-, todos 

podemos participar en dar 

testimonio de Jesús, nuestra fe 

y la iglesia. Nuestro 

 

 

 

 objetivo continuo para Alpha 

es ver que sea cual sea el 

número de invitados que 

asistan a Alpha, tanto en las 

versiones en español como en 

inglés, tendremos un 60% de 

feligreses y un 40% de personas 

invitadas que no van a la iglesia 

o que han abandonado la 

iglesia. o incluso de otra 

tradición de fe. 

Nuestro propósito es dar 

testimonio e invitar a otros a 

dar testimonio también. Si has 

estado en Alpha, te invito a dar 

testimonio invitando a alguien 

dentro o fuera de la iglesia. 

Si no lo has hecho, te invito a 

que lo pruebes, vale la pena la 

visita. 

 

 

 UN MENSAJE DEL PADRE MURRAY  03  

MARY QUEEN OF THE APOSTLES PARISH 

TODAY’S MASS READINGS:  

 

The readings for  

2

nd

 Sunday In Ordinary Time 

in year A can be found  starting 

at number 931 

in the green 

Journeysongs book.   

The prayers for the Mass are 

found starting at number 140  

(grey section). 

Paz, Padre Murray�
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SAVE THE DATE  

 

JANUARY 23 

ALPHA “COME AND SEE” 

7:00 PM 

St. James lower church hall  

 

 

JANUARY 24 

DEACON 

HOLY HOUR FOR LIFE 

7:00 PM 

Immaculate Conception 

 

FEBRUARY 9 

COFFEE AND 

CONVERSATION 

10:30 AM 

Immaculate Conception 

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP — RECOGNIZE GOD IN YOUR 

ORDINARY MOMENTS 

 

Play That One Again 

How many times have you sung the church song, “Here I 

Am, Lord”? If you grew up Catholic and are around my age 

(still 50!), the answer is more than you can count. The song 

that quotes various verses of Scripture is sung using guitar, 

piano, or organ, by cantors and choirs, in traditional and 

modern churches. It is truly a Catholic greatest hit of the 

modern Church. The question is how many times when 

singing the refrain have you really taken to heart what you 

were singing. 

 

“Here I am, Lord; is it I, Lord? I have heard you calling in the 

night.” Like the biblical figure Samuel, we are responding to 

the call of God by asking for clarification that we are indeed 

the one being called. We then follow up the question with a 

profound statement: “I will go if You lead me.” It is profound because we are 

pledging to our God that we are willing to go wherever He wants. We are 

accepting the challenge put forth in the U.S. Bishops’ pastoral letter, “Stewardship: 

A Disciple’s Response,” to become mature disciples who respond to the call of 

Jesus Christ regardless of the cost. We have sung this pledge repeatedly for many 

years.  

 

We never have any idea what God will call us to do and where to go. Sometimes 

the request can ask us for quite a lot. Hopefully, we respond like a mature disciple. 

If not, maybe we should reflect more the next time this song is played. The melody 

will not allow for the words, “I will see if I am busy and then decide to go if you 

lead me.” Then again, I don’t want to sing that to God, the source of all life anyway. 

Do you? 

— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 

ADVENT GIVING TREE THANK YOU! 

A sincere thank you to all who 

took ornaments from the Advent 

tree and returned them with 

your selected gifts throughout 

December! Thanks to your 

thoughtfulness & generosity, we 

collected three carloads 

of  beautiful infant and toddler 

clothing, baby food, bottles, baby 

wipes, diapers, and gift cards, 

which will enable the Pregnancy 

Care Centers of the Northeast to 

continue to provide clothing, material support & 

food to mother's during their pregnancy & their 

babies until their first birthday. 

They are so thankful to you for your generous 

annual support which will assist these grateful 

families during the Christmas season and in the 

new year! May God bless you all for your ongoing 

generosity, with a peace-filled, happy 2020! 

Deacon’s Holy Hour for Life 

Friday, January 24

th,

 7:00 pm at 

Immaculate Conception Church 

. 

This is the Archdiocesan observance 

of the National Day of Prayer and 

Penance marking the anniversary of 

the U.S. Supreme Court’s decision 

legalizing abortion on demand.                          

 

We will pray together for respect for 

the dignity of human life from 

conception to natural death; for 

those who have been wounded by 

abortion; for those facing death; and 

for increased holiness in the Church.  

The Holy Hour for Life, Forgiveness and Healing is 

organized by Boston Deacons for Life in 

collaboration with the Office of Diaconal Life and 

Ministry & the Pro Life Office of the Archdiocese of 

Boston. Please join us, all are welcome. 

Offices will be closed on 

Monday, January 20th 



MINISTRY NEWS  05  

MARY QUEEN OF THE APOSTLES PARISH 

CONGRATULATIONS ON YOUR ENGAGEMENT 

If you are newly engaged and want to be married at one of our churches, reach 

out to Father Bob Murray at RMurray@MQOA.org. We will walk you through 

your engagement and help you prepare for this most important sacrament. 

Weddings are scheduled at least nine months in advance, and our churches 

are popular wedding venues, so email or call soon: 978-745-9060. 

ALPHA STARTS THIS WEEK!  

COME SEE WHAT IT’S ALL ABOUT. 

Alpha is a series of dinner 

meetings with 

conversation about the big 

questions in life. You can 

bring your doubts, 

discouragement, curiosity, 

and questions to the table 

and enjoy deep, honest, 

and judgment-free 

conversations with other 

adults.  The food is 

amazing, the people are 

warm and welcoming, and 

everything is free.   

Alpha has been described by our guests as 

 “the antidote for Catholic guilt” 

and “the opposite experience of CCD.” 

  

Join us for our “Come and See” night, Thursday 

January 23 at St. James lower church hall. Our 

doors open at 7:00 PM for great food, people and 

conversation. No charge, no pressure.  

Learn more at our website:  www.MQOA.org/

alpha 

YOU CAN BE AN ALTAR SERVER 

Altar servers have the privilege of assisting the priest in the sanctuary during 

the Mass and other liturgical functions. We are in need of altar servers of all 

ages.  Our goal is to have several servers at each Mass.  We will train you for 

this important ministry! Please email Julie McCannon at info@MQOA.org.  

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED BEFORE/AFTER SUNDAY MASSES  

Friendly people are needed to staff our Welcome Desk in the lobby at 

Immaculate Conception Church on Sundays, to greet and direct first time 

visitors, help people schedule memorial Masses, or become a member of the 

parish. We’ll train and support our welcome team members. The need is to 

serve at one Mass once a month, with a commitment of six months. If 

interested, please email Margo at mmorin@mqoa.org.   

The St Vincent de Paul Society recently recognized 

Ted Kobialka and his wife Shirley (posthumously) 

as the 2019 Edward T Whalen award recipients in 

recognition of their many years of volunteer 

service to Immaculate Conception Church and 

Mary Queen of the Apostles Parish. 

 



Thank you for your continued support!  

Without you we could not provide our 

faith-filled programs and ongoing 

support to all our parishioners and the 

Salem Community. 

PLEASE REMEMBER TO WRITE YOUR 

CHECKS TO “MARY, QUEEN OF THE 

APOSTLES PARISH.”  

MONDAY  JANUARY 20 

     ***OFFICE WILL BE CLOSED  TODAY*** 

   8:30 AM Rosary at Immaculate Conception Chapel 

   9:00 AM Mass at Immaculate Conception Chapel 

  † Matta Bong Thi Nguyen  

 10:00 AM AA Meeting, St. James Conference Room      

       

TUESDAY  JANUARY 21 

   8:30 AM Rosary at Immaculate Conception Chapel 

   9:00 AM Mass at Immaculate Conception Chapel  

 10:00 AM AA Meeting, St. James Conference Room 

   7:00 PM Mass en español, IC 

   7:00 PM Choir Rehearsal, MQOA Office 

    

WEDNESDAY  JANUARY 22 

   8:30 AM Rosary at Immaculate Conception Chapel 

   9:00 AM Mass, Immaculate Conception 

   6:30 PM Bingo, St. James lower church hall 

 

THURSDAY  JANUARY 23 

   8:30 AM Rosary at Immaculate Conception Chapel 

 10:00 AM AA Meeting, St. James Conference Room 

   7:00 PM Alpha Begins, St. James Hall 

    

FRIDAY  JANUARY 24         

   8:30 AM Rosary at Immaculate Conception 

   9:00 AM Mass at Immaculate Conception Chapel 

 10:00 AM AA Meeting, St. James Conference Room 

   7:00 PM Deacon’s Holy Hour for Life, IC church 

          

SATURDAY  JANUARY 25 

   5:00 AM Hispanic Intercessory Prayer Group, at IC 

 10:00 AM AA Meeting, St. James Conference Room 

   3:00 PM Confession, St. James 

   4:00 PM Mass at St. James Church 

     † Joanna Borkowski  

 

SUNDAY  JANUARY 26 

  9:30 AM Mass at Immaculate Conception church 

  † Beverly June Colella  and Joseph Colella  

10:30 AM Baptism Prep, IC Chapel  

12:00 PM Mass at Immaculate Conception, en español 

  6:00 PM Mass at Immaculate Conception  

  † George C. Kenney  

  7:00 PM Confirmation Meeting #3, IC Hall  
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To request a Mass in honor or in memory of a loved one,  

please stop by our welcome table after the 9:30 AM Mass at IC, 

call the parish offices at 978-745-9060, or email  

info@MQOA.org 

JANUARY 11 & 12, 2020 

Collection: 4,859.00  

Online:     770.00 

Mailed:  1,345.57 

Total:  6,974.57 

  

Utilities  1,040.00 

GRAND ANNUAL 

To date:  44,057.00 

GRAND ANNUAL FUNDRAISING  

We are still gratefully accepting donations 

for the Grand Annual Campaign.  If you 

haven’t already sent in your donation, please 

consider donating today. Thank you to 

everyone who has already donated.  

We Are Blessed And Thankful! 
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MARY QUEEN OF THE APOSTLES PARISH 

SATURDAY, Jan 18 

4:00 PM SJ 

Greeters: 

Liz Borkowski 

Claudia Nicgorski 

Lectors: 

Jim Fouhey 

 

Eucharistic Ministers: 

Claudia Nicgorski  

 

SUNDAY, Jan 19 

9:30 AM IC 

Greeters: 

Carol Collins 

 

Lectors: 

Gerald Collins 

Kate Sousa 

 

Eucharistic 

Ministers: 

David Henry 

 

6:00 PM IC 

Lectors: 

Karen Hayes 

 

Eucharistic Ministers: 

Christine Williams 

Lynn Cunningham  

SATURDAY, Jan 25 

4:00 PM SJ 

Greeters: 

Liz Borkowski 

Claudia Nicgorski 

 

Lectors: 

Debbie Adair 

 

Eucharistic Ministers: 

Claudia Nicgorski 

Patrice Bergevin 

Glenn Bergevin 

  

SUNDAY, Jan 26 

9:30 AM IC 

Greeters: 

 

Lectors: 

Eileen Luddy 

Marie Brescia 

 

Eucharistic  

Ministers: 

Jo-Ann Gates 

6:00 PM IC 

Lectors: 

Karen Pelletier 

 

Eucharistic Ministers: 

Christine Williams 

THANKFUL FOR YOUR GENEROSITY �

BUT OUR WORK CONTINUES 

Again, I would like to express my sincere 

appreciation for your exceptional generosity in 

December,  As mentioned last week, I need to ask 

you for your help again this month because the 

need continues year-round. In fact, during the last 

couple of months there has been a big increase in 

the assistance needed, due to the rise in eviction 

notices and utility shutoff notices.  

Donations can be 

mailed or dropped off 

at the Parish Offices, 

158 Federal St. Put 

“Attention SVDP” on 

the envelope. Checks 

should be made out 

to St. Vincent de Paul.  

Again, thank you so much for helping the poor in 

Salem.  

—Karen O’Brien 

Catholic Schools Week begins January 26th!  

 

“Catholic Schools: Learn. Serve. Lead. Succeed.” 

 

For Catholics, learning is not simply informational but 

formational. Catholic education invites young people 

to view the world and all its wonders through a vision 

of faith: to learn why God made the world for us and 

for what purpose each one has been put on this 

earth. Our Catholic schools can freely speak of 

science in connection to our faith which is 

increasingly important in our world that demands 

separation of the two. The Catholic vision for 

humanity fosters lasting values that build 

personhood and character. We are grateful to all our 

parishes for contributing to making this a viable 

opportunity here in the North Region.  

  

In the North Region, we have 18 elementary schools, 

3 middle & high schools combined, and 3 high 

schools. All of these schools enhance opportunities 

for our youngest members and are a tremendous 

place of faith and learning that I hope all our parishes 

support.   

  

The theme for National Catholic Schools Week 2020 is 

“Catholic Schools: Learn. Serve. Lead. 

Succeed.”  During the week, schools typically 

celebrate with Masses, open houses, and other 

activities for students, families, parishioners, and 

community members.  Through these events, schools 

focus on the value Catholic education provides young 

people and its contributions to our church, our 

communities, and our nation. 

  

Support our schools! Encourage enrollment in our 

Catholic Schools in the North Region! 

  

For more information, visit: 

www.catholicschoolsboston.org.��

�

May God grant you his peace. 

  

+Mark O’Connell, Regional Bishop for the North 



THIS SPACE IS

 Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 • Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 • www.4lpi.com Mary, Queen of the Apostles Salem, MA 03-1283

84 Washington Square, Salem, MA | 978-744-2350 | www.odonnellfuneralservice.com

We Offer products and services to 
meet all of your financial needs.

Auto Loans • Personal Loans 
RV Loans • Home Equity Lines of Credit 

First Mortgages • Second Mortgages

Make Luso American Credit
Union YOUR Credit Union!
37 Tremont Street, Peabody, MA

www.luso-american.com

978-531-5767

Contact Mac Economy to place an ad today! 
meconomy@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6442

Betsy Merry
President

508-641-6241
betsy@merryfoxrealty.com

TIM THOMPSON 
LANDSCAPING

Serving the Salem area for over 30 yrs.
FULL SERVICE  

LANDSCAPING & 
COMMERCIAL  

SNOW REMOVAL
781-632-0706

Proudly serving Mary Queen  
of the Apostles Parish

 Murphy Funeral Home
	 85	Federal	Street,	Salem	
	 978-744-0497
	 www.MurphyFuneralHome.com
 Specializing in pre-planningFrancis J. Murphy

978-745-0500
265 Essex St Ste 103, Salem

www.dalyanddalylaw.com
Specializing in Elder Law

978-744-2270
levesquefunerals@comcast.net      www.levesquefunerals.com

Levesque Funeral Home
163 LAFAYETTE STREET • SALEM 

 Residential & Commercial
 Servicing Salem and the
 North Shore Since 1984

36-38 JEFFERSON AVE. • SALEM
978-744-3311

MA LIC.# A17458

TALBOT ELECTRIC
INC

Fairweather
Apartments

Affordable Senior Housing 
For Over 40 Years

 4 Convenient North Shore Locations

 • DANVERS
 • SALEM
 • PEABODY
 • BEVERLY

www.fairweather-apts.com

Call  978-744-7833
A POAH Community Professionally Managed by PHM, LLC


