
Thank you for 

joining us for  

Mass today.  

We hope that you 

find us to be Holy 

Spirit-filled disciples 

of Jesus Christ, 

centered in the 

Eucharist.  

Contact us soon to 

find out how you 

can be a part of 

what MQOA is doing 

to offer welcome 

and healing to all. 

WELCOME 

THIS WEEK AT MQOA:  

February 2, 2020 

www.MQOA.org 

978-745-9060  |  info@MQOA.org 
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02   A MESSAGE FROM FR. MURRAY 

PARISH INFORMATION 

In the Gospel of 

Luke, there are 

three canticles, 

or song  

prayers, that 

are uttered by 

different people 

to herald great moments in the 

life of Jesus.  

The first is the canticle of 

Zechariah, who sings of the role 

of John the Baptist.  John is the 

last of the great prophets in the 

Old Testament style, the one 

who points out the Lamb of 

God, and the one who had the 

particular privilege of preparing 

Jesus for his public ministry by 

witnessing to Him in the context 

of His baptism.  

The second canticle is Mary’s, a 

proclamation of joy and 

celebration that she has said 

“yes” to God, and now all will 

know of God’s merciful love 

through Jesus. Mary’s song is a 

beautiful testimony to faith and 

to trusting discipleship. She 

prophesies that the love of God 

has changed her and will 

change all of us from the inside 

out.  

The third is today’s canticle, 

called the Canticle of Simeon. It 

is a short but joy- and gratitude- 

filled proclamation 

accompanied by a prophecy 

made by one who has been 

waiting in a trusting manner for 

all that God has promised. It is a 

recognition that Simeon’s 

earthly work has been 

completed and that the arrival 

of Jesus in the temple to fulfill 

the precepts of the law is 

evidence enough that the future 

will be all right.  

This is a prayer that priests 

know well, as we pray it every 

night as part of our personal 

prayer rituals. It reminds us that 

all we have seen today has also 

been seen by God. We, like 

Simeon, have a confident trust 

in God, and regardless of how 

much or little we accomplish in 

a day or a lifetime, God is with 

us. This is the truth in every 

parish, where we are earnestly 

trying to do the will of God and 

prepare for the future.  

Jesus was, is, and will be forever 

with us, so as we strive to be 

like Simeon, trying to live holy 

and righteous lives, we can be 

filled with the same trusting 

confidence he had.  

This weekend, we also celebrate 

the ordinations of many priests. 

Back in the late fifties and early 

sixties, when we had larger 

numbers of priests and 

seminarians, the tradition of the 

Church was to ordain priests on 

the Feast of the Presentation. 

Congratulations to all those 

who were ordained in this time.  

An even more ancient tradition 

on this day is to bless the 

candles that we use throughout 

the year. It is linked to the idea 

that the light for all nations is 

sent to the world to lift it out of 

darkness. The candles are also 

a good metaphor for Jesus, 

reminding us how He gives 

Himself completely in order to 

illuminate the darkness and to 

lead us toward the Father by 

that complete sacrifice.  

Finally, I hope you’ll rejoice  with 

me in the news that we have 

heard from twenty-five couples 

who are coming to our parish 

this year for marriage. It is an 

honor,  and very good news, 

that so many women and men 

are seeking the sacrament of 

marriage through our parish.  

 

 

Peace, Father Murray 
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En el Evangelio de Lucas hay 

tres cánticos u oraciones 

para cantar que son 

pronunciadas por diferentes 

personas para anunciar un 

gran momento en la vida de 

Jesús.  

El primero es el cántico de 

Zacarías cuando canta sobre 

el papel de Juan el Bautista, 

el último de los grandes 

profetas en el estilo del 

Antiguo Testamento. Juan es 

el que señala al Cordero de 

Dios y quien tuvo el privilegio 

de preparar a Jesús para su 

ministerio público, siendo un 

testigo en medio de su 

bautizo y anunciando a la 

gente que lo escuchen.  

El segundo es el cántico de 

María, una proclamación de 

alegría y reconocimiento de 

que ella ha dicho que sí a 

Dios y que ahora todos 

sabrán de su amor 

misericordioso por medio de 

Jesús. Es un hermoso 

testimonio de la fe y el 

discipulado de confianza. Ella 

profetiza que el amor de 

Dios la ha cambiado y nos 

cambiará a todos de adentro 

hacia afuera.  

El tercero es el cántico de 

hoy y se llama el cántico de 

Simeón. Es una 

proclamación breve pero 

llena de alegría y gratitud 

acompañada de una profecía 

hecha por alguien que ha 

esperado de manera 

confiada todo lo que Dios ha 

prometido. Es un 

reconocimiento de que su 

trabajo terrenal (el de 

Simeón) se ha completado y 

que la llegada de Jesús al 

templo para cumplir con los 

preceptos de la ley es 

evidencia suficiente de que 

el futuro estará bien.  

Esta es una oración que los 

sacerdotes conocen bien ya 

que la rezamos todas las 

noches como parte de 

nuestros rituales personales 

de oración. Recuerda que 

todo lo que hemos visto hoy 

o cualquier día también ha 

sido visto por Dios. Somos 

personas que confiamos en 

Dios y que, 

independientemente de lo 

mucho o poco que logremos 

en un día o en una vida, Dios 

está con nosotros. Esta es la 

verdad en todas las 

parroquias donde estamos 

tratando seriamente de 

hacer la voluntad de Dios y 

prepararnos para el futuro. 

Jesús estuvo, está y estará 

para siempre con nosotros, 

por lo que a medida que nos 

esforzamos por ser como 

Simeón, es decir, nos 

esforzamos por vivir vidas 

santas y justas, esperamos 

que seamos llenos de la 

misma certeza en la 

confianza que él tenía. 

Este fin de semana también 

celebramos las 

ordenaciones de muchos 

sacerdotes. A finales de los 

años cincuenta y principios 

de los sesenta, debido a la 

gran cantidad de sacerdotes 

y seminaristas, la tradición 

de la iglesia era ordenar 

sacerdotes en la Fiesta de la 

Presentación. Felicitaciones 

a todos los que fueron 

ordenados en este 

momento. 

Una tradición aún más 

antigua es usar este día para 

bendecir las velas que 

usamos durante todo el año. 

Está vinculado a la idea de 

que ahora se envía la luz de 

todas las naciones al mundo 

para sacarla de la oscuridad. 

Las velas también son una 

buena metáfora para Jesús, 

ya que se entrega 

completamente a nosotros 

para iluminar la oscuridad y 

guiarnos hacia el Padre con 

su sacrificio completo. 

Finalmente, espero que se 

regocijen en la noticia de que 

estamos llegando al número 

de veinticinco parejas que 

vienen a nuestra parroquia 

este año para casarse. Es un 

honor, y creo que es un 

triunfo de esta comunidad, 

que tantas mujeres y 

hombres están buscando el 

sacramento del matrimonio 

a través de nuestra 

parroquia. 

�
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MARY QUEEN OF THE APOSTLES PARISH 

TODAY’S MASS READINGS:  

 

The readings for  

The Presentation of  

in year A can be found  starting 

at number 1031 

in the green 

Journeysongs book.   

The prayers for the Mass are 

found starting at number 140  

(grey section). 

Paz, Padre Murray�
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SAVE THE DATE  

 

FEBRUARY 2 

HEALING PRAYER  

AFTER MASS 

9:30 PM 

Immaculate Conception 

 

 

FEBRUARY 9 

COFFEE AND 

CONVERSATION 

10:30 AM 

Immaculate Conception 

 

 

FEBRUARY 21 

HOLY HOUR FOR LIFE 

7:00 PM 

Immaculate Conception 

 

FEBRUARY 22 

MARDI GRAS DINNER 

5:00 PM 

St. James Hall 

NINE WAYS YOU CAN HELP OUR PARISH GROW 

Every member of our parish is called to welcome people to the Church and into a 

deeper relationship with Christ. Over the next nine weeks, we’ll feature ways that 

you can help! 

Week Four: Park your vehicle as far away as possible. Leave the good spots 

open for guests, senior adults, those with special needs and first-time guests. 

True servants of God don’t insist on having one of the best spots in the lot.  

Adapted from: “9 Winsome Ways You Can Help Your Church Grow,” by William Strickland 

www.williamstricklandblog.com/2019/10/12/9-winsome-ways-you-can-help-your-church-grow/  

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP — RECOGNIZE GOD IN YOUR 

ORDINARY MOMENTS 

Healing Our Blindness 

 

The value of stewardship living is difficult to see unless we 

are experiencing that way of life for ourselves. You can read 

100 Everyday Stewardship reflections and go to church 

every Sunday, but unless you are actively growing in faith 

and trying to live a life of generous stewardship, you cannot 

see the power of such a lifestyle. Like most things, we need 

direct, purposeful experiences to really understand. 

 

I worked in a stewardship parish for over 20 years, but it 

was only after I started treating all I have as God’s, and 

began to actively offer all I am to Him for His glory, that I really got the message. 

That doesn’t mean I am a perfect steward. Far from it! However, the stress and 

anxiety that comes with life has greatly diminished because all is in God’s hands. I 

choose to act more generously than before, which provides me with a sense of 

fulfillment and joy. How I act towards my family, friends, and even people I meet 

daily has changed. Now I am more mindful of their presence, and I seek to give 

them a part of me that just might change their day and bring them a little closer to 

Christ. I am transforming into a disciple who seeks to use all I have been given to 

transform all that is around me. 

 

It would be a shame to be blind to the important things for an entire life. Today, 

consider taking a path of life-changing stewardship. Give it all to God. In the midst 

of all you have been given, you just might find God in a profound way. You may 

even find the real person God created you to be. 

— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 

Remember, when schools in 

Salem are canceled, we will 

not hold daily Mass and our 

offices will be closed.  
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MARY QUEEN OF THE APOSTLES PARISH 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED BEFORE/AFTER SUNDAY MASSES  

Friendly people are needed to staff our Welcome Desk in the lobby at 

Immaculate Conception Church on Sundays, to greet and direct first-time 

visitors, and to help people schedule memorial Masses or become a member 

of the parish. We’ll train and support our welcome team members. The need 

is to serve at one Mass once a month, with a commitment of six months. If 

interested, please email Margo at mmorin@mqoa.org.   

DID YOU KNOW? 

Our liturgical ministers (Eucharistic ministers, lectors, greeters, and altar 

servers) choose their own schedules!  That way they always know when 

they’re scheduled to serve, and can choose Masses that fit into their busy 

lives! If you have held back on joining a ministry because you’re busy, wait no 

longer! Contact Margo today for training: mmorin@mqoa.org 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 

  

If you are seeking 

Baptism for yourself 

or your child, please 

visit our Welcome 

Desk before or after 

the 9:30 AM Mass on 

Sundays at Immaculate Conception church to 

register. 

HEALING PRAYER MASS AND SERVICE  

 

After Mass this Sunday, Feb. 2, at 9:30 AM, at Immaculate Conception there 

will be a healing prayer by our clergy and prayer team members.    

 

Stay to receive prayer from our team for healing, or receive the sacrament of 

the Anointing of the Sick. 

All are welcome to come and receive prayer. 

Come! What are you waiting for?  

Alpha has been described as:  

“the antidote for Catholic guilt” and 

“the opposite experience of CCD” 

 

YOU are invited to join us this Thursday, 

February 6 at 7:00 PM, at St. James Lower 

Church Hall.  This is the final opportunity to 

check out this session of Alpha and see what it’s 

about. 

 

No charge and no pressure!  Dinner and  

enlightened conversation. Come to 

participate or to observe!  

 

If you have questions, contact Margo at 

mmorin@mqoa.org 

Still time to 

check out 

ALPHA! 

Come see what 

it’s all about! 



MONDAY  FEBRUARY 2 

   8:30 AM Rosary at Immaculate Conception Chapel 

   9:00 AM Mass at Immaculate Conception Chapel  

  † George W. Carroll  

 10:00 AM AA Meeting, St. James Conference Room      

       

TUESDAY  FEBRUARY 3 

   8:30 AM Rosary at Immaculate Conception Chapel 

   9:00 AM Mass at Immaculate Conception Chapel  

 10:00 AM AA Meeting, St. James Conference Room 

   7:00 PM Mass en español, IC 

    

WEDNESDAY  FEBRUARY 4 

   8:30 AM Rosary at Immaculate Conception Chapel 

   9:00 AM Mass, Immaculate Conception 

  † Thomas Massero  

   6:30 PM Bingo, St. James lower church hall 

 

THURSDAY  FEBRUARY 5 

   8:30 AM Rosary at Immaculate Conception Chapel 

 10:00 AM AA Meeting, St. James Conference Room 

   7:00 PM Alpha, St. James Hall 

    

FRIDAY  FEBRUARY 6         

   8:30 AM Rosary at Immaculate Conception 

   9:00 AM Mass at Immaculate Conception Chapel 

 10:00 AM AA Meeting, St. James Conference Room 

   6:30 PM First Friday Prayers 

          

SATURDAY  FEBRUARY 7 

   5:00 AM Hispanic Intercessory Prayer Group, at IC 

 10:00 AM AA Meeting, St. James Conference Room 

 12:30 PM Healing Team Meeting, IC Chapel 

   3:00 PM Confession, St. James 

   4:00 PM Mass at St. James Church 

     † Matta Bong Thi Nguyen  

   6:00 PM Spanish Choir Rehearsal, IC Church 

 

SUNDAY  FEBRUARY 8 

  8:30 AM First Eucharist Meeting #2, IC Chapel 

  9:30 AM Mass at Immaculate Conception church 

  † Desius Cajus and Saintamise Auguste  

10:30 AM Coffee and Conversation, IC 

12:00 PM Mass at Immaculate Conception, en español 

  6:00 PM Mass at Immaculate Conception  

    Baptism of Ammanuel Joseph Castillo  

06   THIS WEEK IN OUR PARISH 
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PLEASE REMEMBER TO WRITE YOUR 

CHECKS TO “MARY, QUEEN OF THE 

APOSTLES PARISH.”   

Thank you for your continued support!  

Without you we could not provide our 

faith-filled programs and ongoing 

support to all our parishioners and the 

Salem Community. 

JANUARY 25-26, 2020 

Collection: $4,680.50 

Online: $  455.82 

Mailed: $1,067.00 

Total: $6,203.32 

  

  

GRAND ANNUAL FUNDRAISING  

We are still gratefully accepting donations 

for the Grand Annual Campaign.  If you 

haven’t already sent in your donation, 

please consider donating today. Thank 

you to everyone who has already 

donated.  

 

GIVE ONLINE WITH  WEBSHARE 

Online giving helps your 

parish with our budget, and 

helps you budget your 

intentional giving.  Click on 

this symbol at our website: 

www.MQOA.org  

 

SHOP AT AMAZON? KEEP US IN MIND 

Amazon smile link:   

https://smile.amazon.com/

ch/82-2263996  
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MARY QUEEN OF THE APOSTLES PARISH 

SATURDAY, Feb 1 

4:00 PM SJ 

Greeters: 

Karen Pelletier  

Lectors: 

Karen Pelletier  

Jim Fouhey 

Eucharistic Ministers: 

Claudia Nicgorski 

Patrice Bergevin 

Glenn Bergevin          

  

SUNDAY, Feb 2 

9:30 AM IC 

Greeters: 

 

Lectors:  

Rebeca Goppe 

Marie Brescia 

 

Eucharistic Ministers: 

Jo-Ann Gates 

 

6:00 PM IC 

Lectors: 

Millie Bergeron 

 

Eucharistic Ministers: 

Kelly Tetrault 

Lynne Cunningham 

 

 

 

 

 

SATURDAY, Feb 8 

4:00 PM SJ 

Greeters: 

Claudia Nicgorski 

Liz Borkowski 

Lectors: 

 

Eucharistic Ministers: 

Claudia Nicgorski    

 

  

SUNDAY, Feb 9 

9:30 AM IC 

Greeters: 

 

Lectors: 

Diane Curran 

Eileen Luddy 

Eucharistic Ministers: 

 

 

6:00 PM IC 

Lectors: 

Margo Morin 

 

Eucharistic Ministers: 

Lynne Cunningham  

Christine Williams 

Gospel Meditation: Presentation of the Lord 

 

“Now, Master, you may let your servant go in peace, according to your word, for my eyes have 

seen your salvation, which you prepared in the sight of all the peoples: a light for revelation to 

the Gentiles, and glory for your people Israel.” Very often, having more light is not something we 

desire as it forces us to confront something we really do not want to see. There can be comfort 

found in darkness. It has an eerie sense of security to it. We do not have to challenge ourselves 

or be challenged and can simply exist in some fabricated state of self-fabricated blissfulness. 

Jesus came to bring light, and it is a light that is resisted by many and hated by some. It is a light 

that causes us to see things as they really are and not as we would want or need them to be. 

 

It is no wonder then that Simeon boldly and honestly proclaims to Mary, “Behold, this child is 

destined for the fall and rise of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be contradicted and you 

yourself a sword will pierce so that the thoughts of many hearts may be revealed.” We have to 

take the Gospel message as it is and not just use those parts that are useful to us or more palatable. Taking Jesus at 

face value can and will lead to turmoil and dissention. Hearts will be pierced. Whether we like it, Jesus’ proclamation 

of what the world God created really ought to look like has real and absolute social implications. 

 

It has a lot to say about how we treat our brothers and sisters: spiritually, personally, economically, and globally. It 

has everything to do with the poor, the immigrant, the scared, the unborn, the vulnerable, the sick, and the broken. 

The light opens us to a challenging, table-turning experience that may not be something we want to see but shows us 

where we need to be. 

Society of St Vincent de Paul 

 

Many thanks to 

everyone who 

donated so 

generously during the 

month of December. 

The final total of funds 

received for that 

month was 

$15,994.50 plus 

$10,000 from our very generous anonymous matching 

donor. It couldn't have come at a better time as we have 

paid out $23,507 in assistance to the needy in Salem in the 

last two months. During the last month, our volunteers 

were able to bring God’s love and mercy to 29 families, 

providing: $3,216 in rental assistance; $1,421 in utility bill 

assistance; $4,848 in food assistance; and $429 in 

miscellaneous assistance. Those who benefit from your 

donations are most appreciative of your generosity. 

 

And of course, after thanking you for your exceptional 

generosity in December, I need to ask you for your help 

again this month because the need continues year round. 

In fact, during the last couple of months, there has been a 

big increase in the assistance needed, due to the rise in 

eviction notices and utility shutoff notices. To help meet 

the needs, the Society of Saint Vincent de Paul will be 

holding our monthly collection on February 8th and 

9th, and our volunteers will be at the church doors after all 

of the Masses. In the Gospels, we see how Jesus 

encouraged his followers to treat those in need with 

mercy. You can also treat the poor with mercy by giving to 

the St. Vincent de Paul Society. We gratefully acknowledge 

your generous contributions of money and time to help 

those in need in Salem.  
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