
Thank you for 

joining us for  

Mass today.  

We hope that you 

find us to be Holy 

Spirit-filled disciples 

of Jesus Christ, 

centered in the 

Eucharist.  

Contact us soon to 

find out how you 

can be a part of 

what MQOA is doing 

to offer welcome 

and healing to all. 

WELCOME 

THIS WEEK AT MQOA:  

February 9, 2020 

www.MQOA.org 

978-745-9060  |  info@MQOA.org 
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02   A MESSAGE FROM FR. MURRAY 

PARISH INFORMATION 

As we continue 

to move forward 

in Ordinary 

Time, the staff 

has been looking 

at the upcoming 

celebrations of 

Lent and Easter. We are in 

Ordinary Time, and our ordinary 

work is to continue to proclaim 

the Kingdom and preach the 

Gospel. 

 

This week, as we celebrate 

National Marriage Week, I hope 

you will join me in praying for the 

couples from our parish who are 

getting married this year, and for 

those who are visiting us from 

near and far to use our beautiful 

churches to celebrate the 

sacrament of marriage.  

 

One of my favorite things to do, 

still, after thirty years, is to 

celebrate weddings and meet 

with the couples. I ask every 

couple the same questions. I ask 

the grooms: When did you decide 

you would ask her to marry you? 

And I ask the brides: When did 

you decide that you would say 

yes? It is wonderful seeing the 

response on their faces and then 

hearing them  explain when and 

why. Whether in their 

engagement, on their wedding 

day, or when  couples come back 

25 or more years later to renew 

their vows, this beautiful fact 

remains: Why and how people 

fall in love is a mystery that God 

keeps allowing in His love for us, 

and grace abounds in love. 

 

It is a gift for me to see the 

evidence of this. Starting around 

the end of May and continuing 

through September, Salem is 

filled with couples getting 

married, and one can see happy 

couples taking their wedding 

pictures at the Common, on the 

pier, and even here at the Marian 

grotto and koi pond. It is also 

lovely to see many couples walk 

to and from the Hawthorne or 

waterfront hotels, or to the 

museum to celebrate their 

weddings. In their obvious love 

for each other, we can see that 

the love of God is still pouring 

into the world through men and 

women everywhere. It is also a 

nice contrast to the black dresses 

and other garb that people wear 

while visiting during the month of 

October. 

  

Peace, Father Murray 

 

Building and grounds news: We 

have had some problems 

recently with the heat at St. 

James. Thankfully, we had the 

boiler mechanics in, and they 

have replaced some old parts 

that were causing the boiler to 

shut down. It is a fact that the 

external parts of the boiler 

sometimes wear out and cause 

problems. Since I have been here, 

we have repaired and restored 

many parts of the mechanical 

infrastructures of both churches. 

They are big systems, and there 

will always be occasional 

problems. 

This week, we discovered that 

one of the ovens in the kitchen at 

St. James is not working. The last 

time we had this problem, the 

repair company stated that the 

parts are no longer available, 

since the oven is so old. We’re 

assessing the needs in our 

kitchen, and our options. 

At Immaculate, the lessees of the 

school building are now securing 

it until they can get in there to 

start their work. You will see 

plywood covering the windows 

around the building. We also 

have had two trees removed that 

were obviously dead or dying. On 

a recent windy day, a large 

branch dropped onto Union 

Street. Thankfully, no people 

were hit, and no cars were 

damaged, but we obviously 

needed to address the situation. 

ST. JAMES CHURCH 

156 Federal St. Salem, MA 01970 

Conference Room: 

158 Federal St. 

Rear Hall: enter from rear parking 

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION 

CHURCH 

15 Hawthorne Blvd. Salem, MA 01970 

Rectory: 30 Union St. 
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A medida que continuamos 

avanzando en el Tiempo 

Ordinario, el personal ha estado 

observando las próximas 

celebraciones de Cuaresma y 

Pascua. Estamos en el Tiempo 

Ordinario, y nuestro trabajo 

ordinario es continuar 

proclamando el reino y 

predicando el Evangelio. Como 

verá a continuación en las notas 

del edificio, seguimos siendo un 

lugar que necesita llamar a otros 

para que conozcan a Jesucristo. 

Una de las formas en que 

hacemos esto es mediante 

nuestro ministerio matrimonial. 

Esta semana, mientras 

celebramos la Semana del 

matrimonio, espero que se unan 

a mí para orar por las parejas 

que se casan en nuestra 

parroquia y por quienes nos 

visitan de cerca y de lejos para 

usar nuestras hermosas iglesias 

para celebrar el sacramento del 

matrimonio. Una de mis 

actividades favoritas, después de 

treinta años, es celebrar bodas y 

reunirme con las parejas. Hago 

las mismas preguntas a cada 

pareja en un momento. Para los 

novios, ¿cuándo decidiste que le 

pedirías que se casara contigo? Y 

para las novias, ¿cuándo 

decidiste que, si él te preguntaba, 

dirías que sí? Es maravilloso ver 

su respuesta en sus rostros y 

luego escucharlos explicar 

cuándo y por qué. Creo que a 

menudo se reafirma cuando las 

parejas regresan veinticinco y 

más años después para renovar 

sus votos. Por qué la gente se 

enamora es un misterio que Dios 

sigue permitiendo en su amor 

por nosotros, y la Gracia de Dios 

continúa con las parejas de 

enamorados. Es un regalo ver 

esto. Les digo a las parejas que a 

partir de finales de mayo y hasta 

septiembre, Salem está lleno de 

parejas que se casan y se puede 

ver en el campo común, en el 

muelle e incluso en la gruta de 

Marian y el estanque Koi, parejas 

que toman sus fotos de la boda. 

También es encantador ver que 

muchas novias caminan hacia y 

desde Hawthorne o Waterfront e 

incluso al museo para celebrar 

sus bodas y luego regresan 

caminando al lugar de la 

recepción. Es una forma de 

presenciar que el amor de Dios 

todavía se está derramando en el 

mundo a través de hombres y 

mujeres en todas partes. 

También es un buen contraste 

con los vestidos negros y otros 

atuendos que las personas usan 

durante sus visitas durante el 

mes de octubre y todo lo que 

trae. 

 

Noticias del edificio y los 

terrenos: En St. James hemos 

tenido algunos problemas 

recientemente con la calefacción. 

Afortunadamente, tuvimos a los 

mecánicos de la caldera aquí y 

ellos han reemplazado algunas 

piezas viejas que estaban 

causando que la caldera se 

apagara como medida de 

seguridad. Es una situación 

constante que las partes 

externas de la caldera a veces se 

desgastan y causan problemas. 

Desde que he estado aquí 

hemos reparado y restaurado 

muchas partes de las 

infraestructuras mecánicas de 

ambas iglesias. Son grandes 

sistemas y supongo que habrá 

problemas ocasionales. Esta 

semana descubrimos que uno de 

los hornos en la cocina de St. 

James no funciona. La última vez 

que tuvimos este problema, la 

compañía de reparación declaró 

que las piezas ya no están 

disponibles ya que el horno es 

muy viejo. Entonces ese será el 

próximo proyecto. En 

Inmaculada, las personas que 

alquilan el edificio ahora le están 

poniendo seguridades hasta que 

puedan entrar allí para comenzar 

el trabajo. Verán madera 

contrachapada que cubre las 

ventanas alrededor del edificio. 

También hemos eliminado dos 

árboles que obviamente estaban 

muertos o moribundos. Durante 

uno de los últimos días ventosos, 

una gran rama cayó sobre Union 

Street. Afortunadamente, 

ninguna persona fue golpeada y 

ningún automóvil resultó 

dañado, pero obviamente 

tuvimos que resolver la situación.  

 

 UN MENSAJE DEL PADRE MURRAY  03  

MARY QUEEN OF THE APOSTLES PARISH 

TODAY’S MASS READINGS:  

 

The readings for  

The Fifth Sunday in  

Ordinary Time 

in year A can be found  starting 

at number 940 

in the green 

Journeysongs book.   

The prayers for the Mass are 

found starting at number 140  

(grey section). 

Paz, Padre Murray�
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SAVE THE DATE  

 

FEBRUARY 9 

COFFEE AND 

CONVERSATION 

10:30 AM 

Immaculate Conception 

 

FEBRUARY 21 

HOLY HOUR FOR LIFE 

7:00 PM 

Immaculate Conception 

 

FEBRUARY 22 

MARDI GRAS DINNER 

6:30 PM 

St. James Hall 

 

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP — RECOGNIZE GOD IN YOUR 

ORDINARY MOMENTS 

What’s the Buzz? 

 

When a new store or restaurant opens in the area, there can be quite a buzz. 

People want to see what the place is like. If the establishment is lucky, a positive 

word of mouth can spread all over the area. The challenge then becomes keeping 

that buzz alive. If people start to think that the new place is not as good as 

advertised or they had hoped, the crowds will dwindle and soon the new place will 

simply become an old place. Even worse, it could become a closed place. 

 

If you were a store owner, what would you do to attract people? Would you always 

put your best foot forward? How hard would you work to show everybody that 

your place is worth repeated visits and patronage? 

 

You may not be an entrepreneur with your own business, but you do have your 

parish community. This is your community and what you do and how you act in 

the world around you will either add to a buzz or a lack of interest. How you use 

the gifts you and your community have been given will do a lot to attract people 

and cause them to talk. You will be like a city on 

top of a mountain that no one can miss. Can your 

light shine so bright that it can be seen from miles 

around? You may be only one person, but you are 

a part of something greater than yourself. Your 

stewardship can easily become contagious. At a 

time when too many are choosing to disregard the 

Church, it is time to create a positive buzz.  

 

Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 

©LPi 

9:00 AM Mass, IC Church 

Open Doors/Ashes:  

9:30 AM- 9:00 PM @IC 

12:00 PM Service at St. James 

5:30 PM Mass at IC  

7:00 PM Mass, en español, @ IC 

Mardi Gras Dinner Party 

February 22, 2020 

At 6:30 pm at  

St. James Church Hall 

 

A fun dinner to bring everyone together.  Proceeds 

from the dinner will support our Youth Group.  

Tickets are $15 each 

For more information text Angela at 978-335-9695 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED BEFORE/AFTER 

SUNDAY MASSES  

Friendly people are needed to 

staff our Welcome Desk in the 

lobby at Immaculate Conception 

Church on Sundays, to greet and 

direct first-time visitors, and to 

help people schedule memorial 

Masses or become a member of 

the parish. We’ll train and 

support our welcome team members. The need is 

to serve at one Mass once a month, with a 

commitment of six months. If interested, please 

email Margo at mmorin@mqoa.org.   
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MARY QUEEN OF THE APOSTLES PARISH 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 

  

If you are seeking Baptism for yourself or 

your child, please visit our Welcome Desk 

before or after the 

9:30 AM Mass on 

Sundays at 

Immaculate 

Conception church 

to register. 

HOLY HOUR FOR LIFE 

Let us pray for life. Holy Hour is the Roman Catholic devotional tradition of 

spending an hour in Eucharistic adoration in the presence of the Blessed 

Sacrament. A plenary indulgence is granted for this practice. Every third Friday 

of the month we celebrate a Holy Hour for Life. Come let us adore the Our Lord 

and offer him our prayer for the end of abortion, and our prayer for the 

homebound, the sick, the homeless, the Earth, and our leaders. Fri, Feb 21 at 

Immaculate Conception at 7:00 PM. 

Society of St Vincent de Paul 

During the last couple of months, there has been a big 

increase in the assistance needed, due to the rise in 

eviction notices and utility shutoff notices. To help meet 

the needs, the Society of Saint Vincent de Paul will be 

holding our monthly collection this weekend, February 

8th and 9th. Our volunteers will be at the church doors 

after all of the Masses. In the Gospels, we see how Jesus 

encouraged his followers to treat those in need with 

mercy. You can also treat the poor with mercy by giving to 

the St. Vincent de Paul Society.  

We gratefully acknowledge your generous contributions of 

money and time to help those in need in Salem.  

BILINGUAL MASS AND HEALING PRAYER SERVICE  

Our monthly Mass with healing prayer is Tuesday night, Feb 11 at 7:00 PM at 

Immaculate Conception.  Join us for a beautiful bilingual (Spanish and English) 

Mass, then stay to receive prayer from our team for healing, or receive the 

sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick. All are welcome to come and receive 

prayer. 

PLEASE CONSIDER HELPING 

Wednesday night Bingo at St. James Hall raises much needed funds for MQOA 

parishes and programs.  A small group of volunteers set up, run, and clean up 

Bingo every week. The group could use extra help. We are hoping to set up 3 

or 4 teams to help in the kitchen: serving and cleaning up, from 4-7:00 PM on 

Wednesdays.  Each team would help at one Bingo a month. If you are able to 

give a few hours of your time once a month, please call the parish office at 

978-745-9060 or email at: info@mqoa.com 



MONDAY  FEBRUARY 10 

   8:30 AM Rosary at Immaculate Conception Chapel 

   9:00 AM Mass at Immaculate Conception Chapel  

 10:00 AM AA Meeting, St. James Conference Room  

   7:00 PM St. Vincent de Paul Meeting, SJ Conference Rm     

       

TUESDAY  FEBRUARY 11 

   8:30 AM Rosary at Immaculate Conception Chapel 

   9:00 AM Mass at Immaculate Conception Chapel  

  † Matta Bong Thi Nguyen  

 10:00 AM AA Meeting, St. James Conference Room 

   7:00 PM Mass en español, IC 

   7:45 PM Healing Service en español, IC 

    

WEDNESDAY  FEBRUARY 12 

   8:30 AM Rosary at Immaculate Conception Chapel 

   9:00 AM Mass, Immaculate Conception 

   6:30 PM Bingo, St. James lower church hall 

 

THURSDAY  FEBRUARY 13 

   8:30 AM Rosary at Immaculate Conception Chapel 

 10:00 AM AA Meeting, St. James Conference Room 

   7:00 PM Alpha, St. James Hall 

    

FRIDAY  FEBRUARY 14         

   8:30 AM Rosary at Immaculate Conception 

   9:00 AM Mass at Immaculate Conception Chapel 

  † John McCoy  

 10:00 AM AA Meeting, St. James Conference Room 

          

SATURDAY  FEBRUARY 15 

   5:00 AM Hispanic Intercessory Prayer Group, at IC 

 10:00 AM AA Meeting, St. James Conference Room 

   3:00 PM Confession, St. James 

   4:00 PM Mass at St. James Church 

     † Matta Bong Thi Nguyen  

   6:00 PM Spanish Choir Rehearsal, IC Church 

  7:00 PM Baptism Prep, en español, IC Chapel 

 

SUNDAY  FEBRUARY 16 

  9:30 AM Mass at Immaculate Conception church 

  † Shirley Kielbasa  

12:00 PM Mass at Immaculate Conception, en español 

  6:00 PM Mass at Immaculate Conception  
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PLEASE REMEMBER TO WRITE YOUR 

CHECKS TO “MARY, QUEEN OF THE 

APOSTLES PARISH.”   

Thank you for your continued support!  

Without you we could not provide our 

faith-filled programs and ongoing 

support to all our parishioners and the 

Salem Community. 

FEBRUARY 1 & 2, 2020 

Collection: $4,518.50 

Online: $   685.64 

Mailed: $1,085.00 

Total: $6,299.14 

  

  

GRAND ANNUAL FUNDRAISING  

We are still gratefully accepting donations 

for the Grand Annual Campaign.  If you 

haven’t already sent in your donation, 

please consider donating today. Thank 

you to everyone who has already 

donated.  

 

GIVE ONLINE WITH  WEBSHARE 

Online giving helps your 

parish with our budget, and 

helps you budget your 

intentional giving.  Click on 

this symbol at our website: 

www.MQOA.org  

 

SHOP AT AMAZON? KEEP US IN MIND 

Amazon smile link:   

https://smile.amazon.com/

ch/82-2263996  



MASS MINISTER SCHEDULES  07  

MARY QUEEN OF THE APOSTLES PARISH 

SATURDAY, Feb 8 

4:00 PM SJ 

Greeters: 

Claudia Nicgorski 

Liz Borkowski 

Lectors: 

 

Eucharistic Ministers: 

Claudia Nicgorski    

 

  

SUNDAY, Feb 9 

9:30 AM IC 

Greeters: 

 

Lectors: 

Diane Curran 

Eileen Luddy 

Eucharistic Ministers: 

 

 

6:00 PM IC 

Lectors: 

Margo Morin 

 

Eucharistic Ministers: 

Lynne Cunningham  

Christine Williams 

 

 

 

 

 

SATURDAY, Feb 15 

4:00 PM SJ 

Greeters: 

Liz Borkowski 

Claudia Nicgorski 

Lectors: 

Jim Fouhey 

Eucharistic Ministers: 

Claudia Nicgorski 

 

  

SUNDAY, Feb 16 

9:30 AM IC 

Greeters: 

Carol Collins 

 

Lectors: 

Gerald Collins 

Kate Sousa 

 

Eucharistic 

Ministers: 

David Henry 

 

6:00 PM IC 

Lectors: 

 

 

Eucharistic Ministers: 

Christine Williams 

Lynn Cunningham  

Gospel Meditation: 5th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

What does it mean to be salt and light? If we listen carefully to Jesus’ words, we gain some direction. To be salt means 

to bring taste, zest, and joy to life. We are asked to liven things up a bit by allowing 

the joy of our faith to spill over into the lives of others. Only a sincere and deep 

relationship with God can freshen up humanity and set it on proper course. To be 

light means that our faith must translate into action so that we can be Christ for 

others and extend the same arm of mercy and compassion that Christ did. Our acts 

of piety, then, cannot be directed solely at ourselves. Prayer is never about self-

benefit but must always be directed toward union with God, deepening our 

relationships with one another and learning how to be effective stewards of the 

beautiful universe God has entrusted to our care. 

 

The Master gives us wise direction in terms of how we can best become the salt and light he desires. Listen carefully 

to the Beatitudes. Think about the oppression and alienation that exists in our world, the violence and prejudice, the 

anger and the hatred, the fear and the shame. All of these things require action. The poor need food, housing, and 

clothes. Hatred must be replaced by love. Retaliation and violence by forgiveness. Our thoughts and speech can 

become more like Christ. We can change and continue to change. Blessed John Henry Cardinal Newman said, “To live 

is to change and to be perfect is to have changed often.” 

 

But it doesn’t end with just offering the bandages needed to heal wounds. It must go deeper. We must ask ourselves 

what has happened that we have found ourselves in this place with these wounds and divisions. What are their 

causes? Together we must address these systemic problems, politically and spiritually, and face the truth. Only then 

will we truly be salt and light. But then again, we may not like what the light shows us. 

 

From Ash Wednesday, February 26 to Palm Sunday, 

April 15, our community will unite with many 

others from coast to coast  and internationally  for 

a major simultaneous pro-life mobilization — the 

40 Days for Life Campaign. Faithful believers are 

praying that these efforts will mark the beginning 

of the end of abortion. 

You are warmly invited to join other Christians for 

40 Days for Life — 40 days of prayer and fasting 

for an end to abortion. You are also invited to 

stand and peacefully pray during a 40-day vigil on 

the public sidewalk in front of the Cummings 

Center, Route 62, Beverly (Health Quarters 

abortion clinic is located on the premises) and to 

help spread the word about this important 

community outreach. 

If you would like more information — and 

especially if you would like to volunteer to help, 

please visit our website: 40daysforlife.com/Beverly 

or contact John Kwiatek at 

40days4lifebev@gmail.com or Padre Paul 

McManus: padrepaul@comcast.net Please help in 

saving precious lives. 
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