
Thank you for 

staying connected 

with us in prayer, 

wherever you are.  

We hope that you 

find us to be Holy 

Spirit-filled disciples 

of Jesus Christ, 

centered in the 

Eucharist.  

Contact us soon to 

find out how you 

can be a part of 

what MQOA is doing 

to offer welcome 

and healing to all. 
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02   A MESSAGE FROM FR. MURRAY 

PARISH INFORMATION 

Happy Pentecost! 
I hope it truly is a 
happy one, as we 
begin to see the 
possibility of 
resuming public 
Masses.  
 

Before I go into 
what our new normal looks like, I 
want to take the time to recognize 
the staff and some key volunteers 
and all they have been doing to 
keep our parish alive and moving 
forward in this unprecedented time.  
Andrea Sevigny, our business 
manager, was just wonderful during 
this time by securing a small 
business loan for the parish and 
switching us to online bill paying. 
Michele Barrette has been great and 
very patient with communication. 
Our pastoral associate, Margo 
Morin, along with volunteer, Marcel 
Quiroga, continued to work towards 
completing both the English and 
Spanish Alpha programs online. So 
many people were able to 
experience the Holy Spirit through 
this ministry, even during the 
pandemic. The music ministry, led 
by our music director David Colpitts, 
continues to gather online. David 
also provided music for online 
events and “gatherings” we had.  
 

Our newest employee, Steven 
Antonio, joins us as result of a 
generous grant. Our parish was 
chosen by the funders because of 
our innovative, adult-centric model 
of faith formation. They, the 
funders,  want to help us expand 

our efforts to serve youth, young 
adults, and families with children, so 
that we can be a model for other 
parishes who want to develop  faith 
formation in new ways.  Steven has 
been the hardworking person 
behind the camera for our online 
Masses and is helping us with our 
technology as he begins his position 
as director of family engagement.  
 

Peter Gordon, as a volunteer, has 
been wonderful with the Friday 
night hours of Adoration, as well as 
the music and readings during Lent 
and Easter. Christine Williams, 
another volunteer, has been great 
with getting the buildings ready and 
working with Steve and other 
members of the staff to get ready 
for Masses. Another volunteer, 
Angie Quintin, has been gathering 
the youth online, and I am grateful 
for her work. Thanks also to the 
leadership team of Julie, Angie, 
Christine, Margo, and Peter for all 
that you have done during this time 
away. And thanks to the finance 
committee for their work and 
insights during this time.  
 

Some of you may have seen me at 
the public event to mark Memorial 
Day. It was a solemn day on many 
levels but also a day of gratitude for 
the veterans among us, their 
families, and those who are Gold 
Star families. Thank you and may 
God continue to bless you and keep 
you.  
 
For the reopening, we are taking it 
slowly and will only open the 

churches for Mass when it can be 
done safely for all.  This slow 
approach starts with Mass “drive-in 
movie style” in the parking lot of St. 
James on Sundays at 9:30 AM in 
English and at noon in Spanish. We 
hope to do this for a few Sundays 
until we can safely and carefully 
receive people indoors.  

At the present time, we are looking 
at 40% capacity for indoor 
gatherings, but with social 
distancing guidelines, the number 
will be much smaller.  The 
dispensation from the Sunday Mass 
obligation will continue, and people 
who are vulnerable, please stay 
home. To start, we hope to get the 
lower church at St. James ready for 
use. This is the easiest and safest 
place to offer Mass within the 
guidelines. We will keep you posted, 
week to week, as things develop in 
this direction. Of course, the goal 
will be to gather in our churches 
eventually, but as we have said, we 
are always working on being Church 
for each other, wherever we are.  

In closing, thanks to all who have 
been so consistent in your giving, 
and to those who have switched to 
online giving. You have kept our 
parish alive and have made all we 
do to serve you and the people of 
MQOA possible. I am so grateful for 
your generosity in these times.  
 
See you Sunday! 
Be safe, and Peace,  

Fr Murray  

ST. JAMES CHURCH 

156 Federal St. Salem, MA 01970 

Conference Room: 

158 Federal St. 

Rear Hall: enter from rear parking 

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION 
CHURCH 

15 Hawthorne Blvd. Salem, MA 01970 

Rectory: 30 Union St. 

Parish Offices:  158 Federal St. Salem, MA 01970  |  978-745-9060  |  M-F  9:30AM-3:00PM 
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MARY QUEEN OF THE APOSTLES PARISH 

¡Feliz día de Pentecostés! Y espero que 
realmente lo sea cuando comencemos a 
ver la posibilidad de ingresar a nuestras 
iglesias. Antes de entrar en detalles de 
cómo se ve nuestra nueva normalidad, 
quiero tomarme el tiempo para recono-
cer al personal y a algunos voluntarios 
clave y todo lo que han estado haciendo 
para mantener viva nuestra parroquia y 
avanzar en este momento sin preceden-
tes. Andrea Sevigny, nuestra gerente de 
negocios, fue simplemente maravillosa 
durante este tiempo y nos ayudó enor-
memente a obtener un préstamo para 
pequeñas empresas y a pagar muchas 
facturas en línea. Michele Barrett ha 
sido excelente y muy paciente con la 
comunicación. Margo Morin y Marcel 
Quiroga, voluntario, continuaron traba-
jando para completar los Alfa en línea, 
tanto en inglés como en español. Ambos 
presentaron un retiro maravilloso y una 
verdadera experiencia del espíritu. El 
ministerio de música, dirigido por Da-
vid Colpitts, nuestro director, continuó 
reuniendo los coros en línea y también 
proporcionó música para los eventos y 
las "reuniones" que tuvimos. 
Nuestros empleados más nuevos, Steven 
Antonio, que se unió a nosotros como 
resultado de otra subvención que se nos 
otorgó, ha sido la persona que ha estado 
trabajando detrás de la cámara para las 
misas y nos ha ayudado con toda la tec-
nología mientras comienza a desempe-
ñarse en su posición como ministro de 
familias jóvenes y juventudes. 
Peter Gordon, voluntario, ha sido mara-
villoso con las horas de adoración del 
viernes por la noche, y la música y las 

lecturas durante la Cuaresma y la Pas-
cua. Christine Williams, otra voluntaria, 
ha sido excelente preparando los edifi-
cios y trabajando con Steve y los otros 
miembros del personal para tener listos 
los templos para las misas. Angie Quin-
tin ha estado reuniendo en línea a los 
jóvenes y por eso estoy agradecido por 
su trabajo. Gracias al equipo de lideraz-
go, Julie, Angie, Margo y Peter por todo 
lo que han hecho en este tiempo. Gra-
cias también al comité de Finanzas por 
su trabajo e ideas. 
Algunos de ustedes pueden haberme 
visto en el evento público para conme-
morar el Día de la Recordación. Ha sido 
un día solemne en muchos niveles, pero 
también un día de gratitud para los vete-
ranos entre nosotros, sus familias y 
aquellos que son familias de Estrella 
Dorada. Gracias y que Dios continúe 
bendiciéndolos y manteniéndolos. 
La apertura la vamos a hacer lentamen-
te. Esperamos poder abrir las iglesias 
para todos los eventos que sea posible 
mientras haya seguridad para todos. El 
enfoque lento incluye comenzar, como 
ya sabrán con una misa en el estaciona-
miento los domingos a las 9:30 a.m. y al 
mediodía en español. Esperamos hacer 
esto durante algunos domingos hasta 
que podamos recibir a las personas de 
manera segura y con mucho cuidado en 
el interior. En la actualidad, se nos per-
mite acomodar el 40% de la capacidad, 
que en la iglesia inferior es de 180 per-
sonas, pero eso no significa que tenga-
mos que tener ese número y, sincera-
mente, quiero exhortar a quedarse en 
casa a las personas que son vulnerables. 

Les llevaremos la comunión. Como pri-
mera práctica, esperamos que la iglesia 
de abajo esté lista para usar, ya que creo 
que es el lugar más fácil y seguro para 
ofrecer misa sin demasiada dificultad. 
Uno de los requisitos es que todos ten-
gan acceso a baños cerca, en caso de 
enfermedad. Esto hace que la iglesia de 
abajo sea el lugar más sensato para estar 
por ahora. A medida que empecemos a 
comprender qué funciona mejor, vere-
mos cuándo podemos ir arriba. Gracias 
por su paciencia. 
Al inicio habrá reglas estrictas que se-
guir y desafíos que enfrentar. Debemos 
practicar el distanciamiento social y el 
uso de las mascarillas durante toda la 
misa. Solo daremos comunión en la 
mano. No podremos cantar o repartir 
libros o el boletín hasta que salgan de la 
misa. Además, es muy importante que 
no se congreguen en grupos, sino que 
simplemente se dirijan a la seguridad de 
sus hogares. Esta es una lista parcial, y 
se brindará más información y pautas a 
medida que avancemos en el proceso de 
la apertura de iglesias. 
Para concluir, gracias a todos los que 
han sido tan consistentes en sus dona-
ciones y a los que se han cambiado a 
donar por Internet, estoy muy agradeci-
do por su generosidad en estos tiempos. 
Los veo el domingo.  

Manténganse a salvo y en paz. 
Padre Murray 
 
 

 

Daily Readings can 

also be found at: 

www.usccb.org 

Scripture for the week of May 31, 2020 

31 SUN Vigil: Gn 11:1-9 or Ex 19:3-8a, 16-20b or Ez 
37:1-14 or Jl 3:1-5/Rom 8:22-27/Jn 7:37-39 
Day: Acts 2:1-11/1 Cor 12:3b-7, 12-13/Jn 
20:19-23   

1 Mon Gn 3:9-15, 20 or Acts 1:12-14/Jn 19:25-34 
2 Tue 2 Pt 3:12-15a, 17-18/Mk 12:13-17 
3 Wed 2 Tm 1:1-3, 6-12/Mk 12:18-27 
4 Thu 2 Tm 2:8-15/Mk 12:28-34 
5 Fri 2 Tm 3:10-17/Mk 12:35-37 
6 Sat 2 Tm 4:1-8/Mk 12:38-44 
7 SUN Ex 34:4b-6, 8-9/2 Cor 13:11-13/Jn 3:16-18   
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This Week At 
MQOA 

www.mqoa.org —visit our website for information. 

 
Adoration Live on  

Facebook  
 

Fridays at 7:00 PM 
 

Mass –Livestreamed 

Saturday, 4:00 PM 
St. James Church 

 

Sunday, 9:30 AM, IC 

  Sunday, 12:00 PM,  

Spanish Mass , IC  

 

Adoration and 
Confession 

Saturday 

3:00 PM to 5:00 PM 
Sunday 

10:30 – 12:00  
At I.C. 

 

MQOA Sunday 

6:00 PM 

On Zoom 

We are glad to have Mass together 
again. Beginning this weekend we will 
offer “drive-in” style (live) Mass in the 
back parking lot at St. James:  

 Sundays, 9:30 AM English and        
12:00 PM Spanish.  

We will continue this format until we feel we can safely share the 
Mass indoors.  

Please note that if we do not feel we can safely and efficiently 
begin the “drive-in” Mass, we will postpone until the following 
weekend.  Please visit our website for the best, up-to-date infor-
mation on Masses, cancellations, and guidelines. 

We will also continue to record and post Masses on the weekend in 
English and Spanish on our Facebook page and website.  

Thank you for your patience and understanding as we slowing and 
safely plan for us to be together again to celebrate Mass. 

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP - RECOGNIZE GOD IN YOUR ORDINARY 
MOMENTS 
We Are Never Alone 
 
My children want my help sometimes, and other times, not so much. I remember 
being a teenager and young adult myself. At times, I thought I knew everything. I 
didn’t need help because I was just so darn smart. Truth is, I needed to find my 
own way. I needed to stretch my wings and prove to myself and my family I could 
fly. I assume that is what is happening with my own children as well. It just seems 
so different now that I’m the parent. 
 
Human beings need help. We need community, and we need to rely on one 
another. At Pentecost, we reflect on Jesus sending to the Church a helper, the Holy 
Spirit. God interacting with us in this manner means we are never truly alone. We 
focus most of the time on the Spirit of God as the assistance we need, and we do 
need Him for sure. However, since it is that very same Spirit that turned us into 
“Church” from a band of people looking to carry on after Jesus’ ascension, at 
Pentecost we gained more than divine help: we gained each other.  
 
Today, the Church needs help in a profound way. We need to lean on the Holy 
Spirit to blow through the Church with a profound renewal. But we cannot forget 
that we have been given each other to lean on as well. We are a gift to each other, 
and together with the Spirit’s help, we are the Body of Christ here on earth. We 
must be strong and stand for one another. If we do that, this Pentecost will bear 
fruit that will be with us for many Pentecosts to come.  
 
—Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS ©LPi 
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Your Gift Would Mean So Much 
Dear Friends, 

Though Masses, programs, and activities have been suspended 
until further notice,  our day-to-day expenses remain the same.  
Your regular weekly contribution is needed more than ever 
to continue to pay staff salaries and operating costs. 

As we take a pause in our programs within our actual buildings, 
our staff and volunteers are still  planning for the future, and we 

are maintaining our buildings and grounds. 

If you have envelopes, please mail them to our office regularly.  

Another, easy option, is to contribute through our online giving website, WeShare.  Through 
WeShare you can set up regular online giving, or  make a one-time donation to our parish.  You 
can use the QR Code (below) or visit the website at:   

 

 

By 
committing to regular weekly contributions, you will allow us to 
maintain our level of commitment to our Mary, Queen of the 
Apostles community.  

Thank you for your generosity! 

https://icssalem.churchgiving.com/ 

MQOA Sunday. It won't be Mass, but it will be a time to gather online to connect, pray, and worship 
together.  6:00--7:00 PM  Join us from wherever you are!   

Join via Zoom from your computer, tablet, or smartphone. Instructions are on the 
weekly  e-newsletter and website. Email Margo if you aren’t on the email list.  Also, 
you can view it via our Facebook Page (no need to have a Facebook account to 
access).  The link to MQOA Sunday on our Facebook is also on our website. 

PSALMS, SAINTS AND SONGS  
Add  a beautiful and unique spiritual reflection to your day. Our music director, 
David Colpitts, posts a daily psalm, a story about a saint, and a song for 
reflection on our Facebook page.  There is also a link on our website. 

Livestream Mass Schedule at MQOA Churches 
 

SATURDAY:  4:00 PM, livestreamed from St. James Church 
 
SUNDAYS:  9:30 AM, in English and 12:00 PM,  Spanish Mass ,  both livestreamed 

from Immaculate Conception 

All Masses can be viewed from our Facebook page and website and are  

recorded to view later at your convenience. 
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Society of St Vincent de Paul Needs Your Help 
 
Since the stay-at-home and closure of non-essential 
businesses, we have had more people reach out to us 
in need of assistance.  

While school kids will receive free meals-to-go for 
breakfast and lunch Monday through Friday, that 
doesn't help seniors and anyone else without kids. 
People are also understandably concerned and fearful 
about being able to pay rent and utilities with reduced 
or no income.  

We have not been able to hold our monthly collections 
at church. Without donations, we are quickly using up 
existing funds and have had to cut back dramatically on 
the assistance we can give.  

After you have made your generous weekly donation to 
keep our parish going, please consider helping those in 
need in Salem during this worldwide emergency 
situation. You can do so on the parish online giving 
website - we're in the events and collections section - or 
by sending a check to St. Vincent de Paul, 158 Federal 
St, Salem, MA 01970. You can help us to help those who 
come to us for help to avoid eviction, avoid utility 
shutoff, and avoid hunger for themselves and their 
children.  

We gratefully acknowledge your generous 
contributions of money and time to help those in need 
in Salem.  

Ways you can give: 

Online Giving:  
https://icssalem.churchgiving.com/ 
-Scroll down until you see St. Vincent de Paul 
 
Mail: You can send a check to:  
 St. Vincent de Paul  
 158 Federal St. 
 Salem, MA 01970 

Thank you for your support and generosity!  

INFORMATION ON  
MQOA BUILDINGS  

 
For the safety of staff and volunteers, the 
Parish Office is closed until further notice.  
Staff are monitoring emails and phone calls. If  
you need a priest for emergency anointing, 
call 978-745-9060 and follow the prompts.  

 

As always, please visit our website and 
Facebook page for the most up-to-date 
information and for resources for prayer and 
spiritual growth.  

HOPE and HEALING for those with 
Substance Abuse Illnesses During 

COVID-19 Outbreak 

Despite the restrictions on social gathering 
in the wake of COVID-19 outbreak, resulting 
in the temporary suspension of many 
recovery and support group meetings and 
programs, help and support is still available 
to those in need who are suffering with 
addiction. 

The Archdiocese of Boston, through their 
Opioid Task Force, has compiled a listing of 
resources to help those in need find online 
meetings, phone meetings, and even online 
chat functions to help maintain support in 
recovery for those with alcohol and or 
substance abuse issues.  

We encourage all in need at this time, 
including family members of those 
suffering from addiction, to visit the 
Archdiocesan  Opioid Task Force website: 
http://aarpss.org.    

Here you will find the information and a 
multitude of easily accessible resources.  
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How To Contact Parish Staff 

Father Robert Murray, Pastor: 

rmurray@mqoa.org 

Margo Morin, Pastoral Associate: 

mmorin@mqoa.org 

Andrea Sevigny, Business Manager: 

asevigny@mqoa.org 

David Colpitts, Music Ministry: 

dcolpitts@mqoa.org 

Michele Barrette: Communications/Admin:  

mbarrette@mqoa.org 

What Is Spiritual Communion? 

In the absence of receiving the gift of the Body and 
Blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, you can prayer the 
Prayer of Spiritual Communion (left).  St. Thomas 
Aquinas once defined a Spiritual Communion as 
“an ardent desire to receive Jesus in the Most Holy 
Sacrament [in Communion at Mass] and in lovingly 
embracing Him as if we had actually received Him.”  
It is often said on live-stream Masses, during 
Communion. 

 You can be a part of our Prayer Ribbon project! Submit your prayer 
requests at our website: https://www.mqoa.org/prayer  

Prayer During A Health Crisis 
 
Compassionate and Loving Father, 
In the face of confusion and concern  
impart to us the calm of your presence. 
In You allow us to find hope and healing. 
Be with those who serve the sick and give them 
Your caring hands. 
Be with those who lead and give them Your Spirit of 
wisdom. 
Be with those who have fallen ill and give them 
Your comforting heart. 
Wrap your arms around our world  
and hold us in your love.  
Allow us at this time of trial to then  
serve as instruments of that love to all we meet. 
We ask this in Your Name. 
Amen. 
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