
Thank you for 

staying connected 

with us in prayer, 

wherever you are.  

We hope that you 

find us to be Holy 

Spirit-filled disciples 

of Jesus Christ, 

centered in the 

Eucharist.  

Contact us soon to 

find out how you 

can be a part of 

what MQOA is doing 

to offer welcome 

and healing to all. 

WELCOME 

THIS WEEK AT MQOA:  

November 8, 2020 

www.MQOA.org 

978-745-9060  |  info@MQOA.org 

 

03 THIS WEEK’S READINGS 

04 THIS WEEK AT MQOA 

06 GRAND ANNUAL UPDATE 

07 20/30 YOUNG ADULT GROUP 



02   A MESSAGE FROM FR. MURRAY 

PARISH INFORMATION 

As I write this, I 
am looking out 
the window  at the 
first snow of the 
year. The forecast 
was for some 
precipitation, but 
these few inches 
were a 

surprise.  The original forecast was 
for snow that would not stick, and 
now it looks like we are getting a 
few inches. 
  
Sometimes the weather people 
cannot accurately forecast the 
weather, just as it is true in our own 
lives we cannot always predict with 
certainty what our future will hold. 
This is the case for the whole world 
as we continue to experience this 
awful virus and watch helplessly as 
people we know get sick and 
sometime die. The thought of the 
future can be scary, but we know 
that whatever happens, God is 
always present to strengthen and 
guide us. 

  
Over the past month, I have had the 
privilege of working with 
parishioner Peter Gordon, who, in 
response to this being declared a 
“Year of the Eucharist” by Cardinal 
O’Malley, put together a wonderful 
series on the true presence of Christ 
in the Eucharist. These recordings, 
along with Sunday and Thursday 
night Eucharistic Adoration (aired 
on our Facebook page), are ways for 
us to evangelize and proclaim our 

faith to the whole world via the 
internet. The themes of the six 
recordings present an explanation 
for our teaching on the presence of 
Christ in the Eucharist, combined 
with some faith-sharing from Peter. 
It is our hope that these will 
eventually be used for part of an 
adult discussion series in person, 
when that is possible again. 
  
We also have created a wonderful 
video letter of invitation to the city 
of Salem, with the help of some 
young filmmakers who came to 
record a typical MQOA Sunday. 
These are challenging times to be 
Catholic as we try to negotiate a way 
through a society that is largely 
becoming more and more secular. I 
cannot predict what will happen in 
response to our work and 
proclamation. What I hope to show, 
now and in the future, is that we will 
be faithful stewards of what God 
has given to us. We have the plan 
that God has given the whole world: 
the message of Jesus Christ. When 
Jesus was in this world, he was met 
with resistance, so we shouldn’t 
expect that we will have any 
different experiences than He did. 
  
We are called to holiness, and we 
can predict that this will cause some 
to turn away. But for those who 
answer, the call to holiness is a way 
that is accessible. One way we help 
people answer that call is through 
our hospitality to those around us. 
Throughout October, I was struck by 
the number of opportunities we 

were given to welcome people to 
Mass (from a safe distance, of 
course). People have been invited 
regularly to check us out on 
Sundays, in person or online, 
especially visitors from afar. As our 
city quiets down a little, I hope we 
can continue to be proclaimers of 
the Word to everyone we meet. 
  
This past week we welcomed Jason 
to our community through baptism, 
and shared First Communion with 
Camila. Congratulations and 
welcome to the two of you, and 
your families. 
  

  

Building news. We finally got the 
third estimate for the tower work, 
and we will be choosing a contractor 
to work on the repairs. We also will 
choose an architect to help us 
negotiate the work with the city’s 
historical commission. More on this 
in the future. 
 
Lastly, the boiler at St. James is 
functioning again after a Saturday 
morning wrestling match.  
 

ST. JAMES CHURCH 

156 Federal St. Salem, MA 01970 

Conference Room: 

158 Federal St. 

Rear Hall: enter from rear parking 

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION 
CHURCH 

15 Hawthorne Blvd. Salem, MA 01970 

Rectory: 30 Union St. 

Parish Offices:  158 Federal St. Salem, MA 01970  |  978-745-9060  |  Open: Hours vary due to COVID 
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Peace, 
Father Murray 



 UN MENSAJE DEL PADRE MURRAY  03  

MARY QUEEN OF THE APOSTLES PARISH 

Estoy mirando por la ventana mien-
tras escribo esto. Es la primera neva-
da del año. El pronóstico era de pocas 
precipitaciones, pero estos centíme-
tros de nieve son una verdadera sor-
presa. El pronóstico original era que 
veríamos algo de nieve que no se pe-
garía y ahora parece que nos estamos 
acercando a unos centímetros.  
 
A veces sucede que la gente del tiem-
po no predice con precisión el pro-
nóstico. Es cierto que en otras partes 
de la vida no podemos predecir con 
mucha certeza lo que realmente nos 
depara el futuro. He sentido que este 
ha sido el caso para todo el mundo 
mientras continuamos experimentan-
do este terrible virus y observamos 
impotentes cómo las personas a 
nuestro alrededor se enferman y al-
gunas de las cuales también mueren. 
Pensar en el futuro puede dar miedo, 
pero sabemos que, independiente-
mente de la situación en la que nos 
encontremos, siempre estará la pre-
sencia de Dios para fortalecernos y 
guiarnos.  
 
Durante el mes pasado tuve el privile-
gio de trabajar con Peter Gordon. Él 
es un feligrés que, en respuesta a la 
declaración del Año de la Eucaristía 
manifestada por el Cardenal O'Malley, 
ha reunido material en una serie ma-
ravillosa sobre la Verdadera Presencia 
de Cristo en la Eucaristía. Estas graba-
ciones, junto con las noches de Adora-
ción Eucarística de los domingos y 
jueves transmitidas a través de nues-
tro canal en vivo de Facebook, son 

formas de evangelizar y proclamar 
nuestra fe a todo el mundo a través 
de Internet. Los temas de las seis gra-
baciones presentan la explicación de 
nuestra enseñanza sobre la presencia 
real de Cristo en la Eucaristía combi-
nada con un poco de fe de Pedro. Es-
peramos que este material también 
se utilice eventualmente como parte 
de una serie de debates para adultos.  
 
Adicionalmente, hemos creado un 
video de una maravillosa carta de invi-
tación a nuestra parroquia a los habi-
tantes de la ciudad de Salem. Esto ha 
sido posible con la ayuda de algunos 
jóvenes cineastas que vinieron a gra-
bar un típico domingo de MQOA. Es-
tos son tiempos difíciles para ser cató-
lico y tratar de negociar un camino a 
través de una sociedad que se está 
volviendo cada vez más secular mien-
tras se encuentra en medio de esta 
pandemia. No voy a predecir lo que 
sucederá como resultado de nuestro 
trabajo y proclamación. Lo que espe-
ro mostrar, ahora y en el futuro, es 
que seremos administradores fieles 
de lo que Dios nos ha dado. Tenemos 
el plan que Dios le ha dado al mundo 
entero, el mensaje de Jesucristo. Así 
como Jesús, que cuando estaba en 
este mundo se encontró con resisten-
cia, nosotros no deberíamos pensar 
que vamos a tener experiencias dife-
rentes a las que Él tuvo.  
 
Estamos llamados a la santidad y po-
demos predecir que esto hará que 
algunos se alejen. Pero para los que 
entran, el llamado a la santidad se 

presenta de una manera accesible 
para todos. Una forma de hacer esto 
es a través de nuestra hospitalidad 
hacia quienes nos rodean. En el trans-
curso de octubre, me sorprendió la 
cantidad de oportunidades para dar 
la bienvenida a la gente a la Misa. 
(Desde una distancia segura, por su-
puesto) Se invitó a la gente con regu-
laridad a visitarnos en línea y en per-
sona si nos visitaban desde lejos y 
estaban aquí por un Domingo. Espero 
que ahora nuestra ciudad se tranquili-
ce un poco, que podamos seguir sien-
do proclamadores de la palabra a to-
dos los que nos encontremos.  
 
La semana pasada le dimos la bienve-
nida a Jason a nuestra comunidad y 
compartimos la Primera Comunión 
con Camila. Felicitaciones a ustedes 
dos y a sus familias. 
 

Construyendo noticias. Finalmente 
obtuvimos el tercer presupuesto para 
el trabajo de la torre y elegiremos un 
contratista para que nos ayude. Tam-
bién elegiremos un arquitecto para 
que nos ayude a negociar el trabajo 
con la comisión histórica de la ciudad. 
Más sobre esto en el futuro. 
 
La caldera de St. James está funcio-
nando después de un combate de 
lucha libre el sábado por la mañana. 

Daily Readings can also be found at 

www.usccb.org 

Paz, Padre Murray 

Scripture for the week of November 8, 2020 

8 SUN Wis 6:12-16/1 Thes 4:13-18 or 4:13-14/Mt 25:1-
13  

9 Mon Ez 47:1-2, 8-9, 12/1 Cor 3:9c-11, 16-17/Jn 2:13-22 
10 Tue Ti 2:1-8, 11-14/Lk 17:7-10  
11 Wed Ti 3:1-7/Lk 17:11-19  
12 Thu Phlm 7-20/Lk 17:20-25  
13 Fri 2 Jn 4-9/Lk 17:26-37  
14 Sat 3 Jn 5-8/Lk 18:1-8  
15 SUN Prv 31:10-13, 19-20, 30-31/1 Thes 5:1-6/Mt 

25:14-30 or 25:14-15, 19-21   
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MQOA THIS WEEK 
In-Person/Online 

 

 

SATURDAY 
Mass, 4:00 PM Online 

 

SUNDAY 

Mass, 8:30 AM**  
St. James Hall 

Online & In-Person 
 

Mass,11:30 AM ** 
Immaculate Hall 

Online & In-Person 
en español  

 
Mass, 6:00 PM ** 
Immaculate Hall 

Online & In-Person 
 

**Listen in your car  
from the church parking lot 

on 88.1 FM 
 

MONDAY 
Online message from  

Fr. Murray 
9:00 AM, en español  

 
TUESDAY 

Daily Mass 
Online at 9 :00 AM 

 
Healing  Service 
7:00 PM Online 

 

WEDNESDAY 
This Week @ MQOA  

Posted online 
 

THURSDAY 

20|30 presents “Self-Care 
in Isolation: Preparing for 

Winter in the Time of 
COVID,” 7:00 PM Online 

(see page 7 for details) 

HEALING SERVICE 

TUESDAY, NOV 10 AT 7:00 PM, ON ZOOM 
As Catholic Christians, we believe that God still 
heals in practical and visible ways today. Join us 
for this bilingual online Healing Prayer Service. 
Our Healing Team consists of trained priests 

and lay ministers who guide prayers of healing for physical, spiritual, and 
emotional needs. 

FOLLOW ALONG WITH MASS! 
If you are celebrating Mass in-person or watching Mass 
online, use this Mass Guide to follow along. Updated 
weekly with Sunday’s Readings.   
 

mqoa.org/worship 

ONLINE POSTS 
Mass, Father Murray’s Monday message in Spanish and “This Week @ 
MQOA,” can be viewed via our Facebook page: facebook.com/
mqoasalem  
 
IN-PERSON MASS 

Sunday Masses indoors: PRE-REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED before 
attending one of our Indoor Masses.  Sign up, up to four weeks in 
advance, at mqoa.org/worship or call the office. Please only sign up for 
the Sunday you plan to go indoors to celebrate Mass.  Please wear masks 
and maintain social distancing.   
YOU MAY ALSO REMAIN IN YOUR CAR.  Mass will be broadcast on 88.1 FM 
and online.  Communion will be brought to your car following Mass. If you 
plan to remain in your car, registration is not needed.  

LOOKING FOR YOUR FEEDBACK! 
So that we can serve you better, we are looking for your 
feedback about our Indoor Mass at MQOA. 
Scan code or visit mqoa.org/worship to answer a short 
survey. 

 MASS INTENTIONS 

We are still offering Mass intentions  to remember or honor 
a loved one.  For intentions during the week, Father Murray 
will pray for each Mass intention during his private daily 
Mass. 

 Intentions can also be reserved for our online and indoor 
weekend Masses. If you are interested in scheduling a Mass 
intention, call the office at 978-745-9060. Or, email 
mbarrette@mqoa.org.  

There is no cost to having a Mass said, but we gratefully accept donations.  
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A message from the Society of St Vincent de Paul 
 
The Society of Saint Vincent de Paul volunteers are still working hard to help the 
needy in Salem, especially now during the coronavirus pandemic. So many 
people have lost their jobs or have seen their hours and income reduced 
dramatically. During the first couple of months of the pandemic, food was the 
primary request. While food is still a major request, rental assistance has become 
a major request in the last two months.  
 
I would like to give you a summary of how we have spent the funds you have donated in the last year: rental 
assistance: $47,902; food vouchers: $26,731; utility assistance: $25,954; furniture: $4,099; misc. (includes car 
insurance for a couple who lived in their car, clothing, adult diapers, Charlie cards, baby baskets): $3,172; and 
administration (includes cell phone costs, printing of checks and food vouchers, thank-you cards and postage to 
mail cards and food vouchers during the pandemic): $785. That comes to the amazing total of $108,643 which 
was used to help 980 needy Salem residents.  
 
We have been able to provide all this assistance with a combination of donations from the parishioners of all 
the Salem Catholic churches, Boston Archdiocesan St Vincent de Paul council grants and programs, and a Salem 
city grant. The majority of the donations are from you, the parishioners. 
 
Thank you on behalf of all those who receive assistance; they appreciate your help so much. You may donate by 
depositing a check or envelope for SVdP with your regular parish donations, or mail to SVdP at 158 Federal St, 
Salem, MA 01970, or donate online at MQOA.org 

YOUR WEEKLY FINANCIAL SUPPORT 
MAKES EVERYTHING HAPPEN 
Everything we do at Mary, Queen of the Apostles 
Parish is supported by your prayerful and financial 
support.  

Your regular weekly 
contribution makes online 
ministries like Alpha, our 
streamed Adoration times, 
and recorded Masses happen, 
and supports our efforts to 
keep in touch, minister to, and 
serve our parishioners and beyond.  

 
 

 
 
If you have envelopes, please mail them to our office at 
158 Federal Street. You can also drop them in our 
secure mailbox at the office door.  

 
 You can give Online 
via Venmo, credit card, 
or PayPal with 
Givebutter; visit our 

website: www.givebutter.com/mqoa 
or scan this  code  >>>>>>>>> 
 
Become a sustaining giver, learn how you can 
support the parish with your Amazon purchases, 
and more at www.mqoa.org/donate  

 

THANK YOU FOR 
YOUR GENEROSITY! 

“Those who are happiest are those who do the most for others.” – Booker T. Washington  



06   GRAND ANNUAL 

NOVEMBER 8, 2020 |  THIRTY-SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  

GRAND ANNUAL Thank you to those who have already responded to our 
Grand Annual letter.  If you did not receive Father Murray’s Grand Annual 
letter in the mail, you can find it on the Home Page of our website.  We 
know this has been a challenging year for many, especially financially.  If you 
are able, we hope you will consider donating to our Grand Annual.  We a 
grateful for your donations and for your prayerful support. 

HOW TO DONATE 
Regular/sustaining: 
• Online via WeShare  
• Online with Givebutter 
• Envelopes: call 978-745-9060 
 
One-time gifts: 
• Online with WeShare  
• Online with Givebutter 
• Checks written to MQOA 

Parish 
 
Legacy: 

Wills, bequests, estate planning 
help is available: 978-745-9060 

 
In-kind: 

Carpentry, electrical, 
plumbing, cleaning, food 
preparation, tech, 
equipment, other expertise. 
Tax receipts are available.  

  
MQOA.org/donate 

(or scan below with your phone) 
  

During URMQOA Celebration, our Grand Annual 
online kick-off event, Tom Lunt told us about the 
first time he came to MQOA as he was invited by a 
friend who never showed up.  But, he loved what he 
saw and the warm welcome he received—he 
stayed.  You can watch the video of the URMQOA 
Celebration evening at: givebutter.com/URMQOA 

The parable in today’s 
gospel points out the 
tragedy of 
unpreparedness.  With 
all the restrictions the 
pandemic has put on 
us and the pressures it 
is causing in daily life, 
we may have let our 
spiritual lives take a 
back seat, or let go of 
them completely.  It is 
not that we don’t want 
to pray or go to 
Confession, or attend 

Mass.  We know the difference it makes when we 
do take time to prepare our hearts and draw 
close to God.  Don’t let the pandemic deter you 
from paying attention to your faith – take time in 
prayer this week so you are prepared for His 
coming. 

GRAND ANNUAL  
UPDATE 

(as of 11-2-20) 
 

$7,659.25 
Thank-you! 

 
Goal: $45,000 

Don’t forget to       
donate today!  



ANNOUNCEMENTS  07  

MARY QUEEN OF THE APOSTLES PARISH 

 

SHOP AT AMAZON? KEEP US IN MIND 

If you do your Christmas 

shopping on Amazon this 

year, remember us!  For 

every purchase you make, 

MQOA will receive a 

percentage. 

Use the website link or QR 

Code:  

Amazon smile link:   

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/ 82-

2263996 

Thank you for keeping MQOA in 

mind! 

 

20|30: Young Adult Community is  an online space for young adults in their 20s and 
30s to gather together. A space to share life experiences and build community. Check out 
our website and Facebook as we will have events throughout the year!  

Upcoming Events 
 Conversations with Christine M. Williams, PhD and  

Lucianne Collado, LICSW 

 
20|30 presents “Self-Care in Isolation: Preparing for Winter in the Time of COVID” 

Join the conversation on Thurs., Nov. 11 | 7PM 

The current reality of the pandemic challenges us to think of new ways to take care of our health and well-being. Join 
us for information and conversation about ways to stay engaged with the world and out of your head through the 
months to come. We will also talk about grieving the losses – big and small, and what it means to have radical joy in a 
difficult time. 

Mark your calendars by going to our Event Page using this QR Code:  

 

20|30 presents “Making Meaningful Relationships: Does Physical Distance = Social Distance?”   

Join the conversation on Thurs., Nov. 19| 7PM 

Almost everyone has experienced big changes in how they work, go to school, socialize, and live. Differences in 
personality, culture, life situations and experience mean that some of us feel deeply disconnected and lonely, while 
others might be doing okay.  
 
Whether you’re struggling or thriving, join us to learn about discerning your values related to friendships and family, 
the different ways of and what it means to be connected, and cultivating your social networks.   

Mark your calendars by going to our Event Page using this QR Code:  
 

Please email Steven Antonio with any  
questions:  santonio@mqoa.org  

“Say No to ROE” 

The state legislature has extended the session until 
January 5, 2021. Please remind the members of the Joint 
Committee on Judiciary that you oppose the expansion of 
abortion in Massachusetts. Please call the Committee at 
617-722-2396 and let them know you are opposed to 
H3320 and S1209 – the ROE legislation. Every telephone 
call helps! 
Remember these bills would remove: 

• The requirement that young girls obtain consent 
before an abortion 

• The requirement that efforts be made to save a living 
baby who survives abortion 

• The requirement that late term abortions be 
performed in hospitals 

• The bills would allow abortion on demand for all nine 
months of pregnancy. 

For more information about how the ROE legislation would 
expand abortion in Massachusetts visit 
www.macatholic.org. 
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We Offer products and services to 
meet all of your financial needs.

Auto Loans • Personal Loans 
RV Loans • Home Equity Lines of Credit 

First Mortgages • Second Mortgages

Make Luso American Credit
Union YOUR Credit Union!
37 Tremont Street, Peabody, MA
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TIM THOMPSON 
LANDSCAPING

Serving the Salem area for over 30 yrs.
FULL SERVICE  
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COMMERCIAL  

SNOW REMOVAL
781-632-0706

Proudly serving Mary Queen  
of the Apostles Parish

 Murphy Funeral Home
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INC

Fairweather
Apartments

Affordable Senior Housing 
For Over 40 Years

 4 Convenient North Shore Locations

 • DANVERS
 • SALEM
 • PEABODY
 • BEVERLY

www.fairweather-apts.com

Call  978-744-7835
A POAH Community Professionally Managed by PHM, LLC


