
Thank you for 

staying connected 

with us in prayer, 

wherever you are.  

We hope that you 

find us to be Holy 

Spirit-filled disciples 

of Jesus Christ, 

centered in the 

Eucharist.  

Contact us soon to 

find out how you 

can be a part of 

what MQOA is doing 

to offer welcome 

and healing to all. 

WELCOME 

THIS WEEK AT MQOA:  

December 13, 2020 
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02   A MESSAGE FROM FR. MURRAY 

PARISH INFORMATION 

What is the 
reason for our 
joyful waiting?  
Advent, with its 
theme of 
repentance and 
anticipation, 
seems to be a 
most appropriate 

thing we can do in the Church. All 
human experience is caught up in 
the Bible and the story of Jesus, and 
in particular this year, our waiting 
for things to be clear and normal 
have become caught up in our 
Advent waiting. We have learned to 
wait for instructions and clearances 
for safety, and to get into places like 
grocery stores and restaurants. We 
have learned to wait for the end of 
the presidential election season, 
and for news of our individual and 
loved ones’ COVID tests. We have 
learned that the waiting, while 
frustrating at times, is all we can do. 
But in all our waiting we can see 
that there are things to learn and 
prepare, to accept and change.  
 
The people living during the time of 
the prophets, before Jesus and John, 
were people who had heard that 
they were going to have to wait for 
the Messiah. Not all lived to see him 
in his earthly form, but they 
remained faithful to the task of 
waiting. That is our call too. While 
we may not see everything in the 
Church become the way we want it 
to be, developments happen, and 

we see that we must always be 
preparing.  
 
The Church is holy, but always in 
need of reform. This, in essence, is 
what John the Baptist was saying to 
the people who came to see him. 
His message is that change is 
coming to the people of Israel and 
that everyone needs to get ready. 
John and his message attracted 
people who were curious about 
him.  Eventually, some from this 
curious crowd would become 
followers of Jesus. It took courage 
for that one person, John the 
Baptist, to proclaim that the 
Messiah was coming, and they 
needed to prepare to meet Him. 
Even now, as we anticipate meeting 
all kinds of people in our lives: from 
our own extended families to school 
mates, life mates and their families 
too, it makes sense that we would 
need to get ready to meet Jesus too.  
 
Advent’s dual themes of waiting and 
anticipation are ours. We are 
waiting for a vaccine, a president, 
and a new year. In our faith we are 
waiting to celebrate a time when 
God said to all of us in Jesus, “I want 
to meet you where you are, 
regardless of the circumstance of 
your life and your world.” It seems 
fitting then that we would start to 
think about that moment and what 
it means to meet Jesus, and how we 
might share this message of love. 
During Advent, I hope all will 
continue to get ready to celebrate in 

this new way of Christ and 
remember the light of the world is 
coming — once in the flesh, now in 
glory — and in the final appearance. 
Let us all get ready by heeding the 
message of John and clearing a way 
for the Messiah of our hearts.  
 
Thanks to all who made the sing-
along concert a great success. It was 
so much fun to gather, sing, and get 
ready for Christmas with joy.  
 

 
 

Building news. We are getting some 
new lights in the sanctuary at 
Immaculate Conception Church. The 
lights that are there no longer are 
functioning and some new LED soft 
lights will be installed. Our image of 
Mary behind the altar will be lit 
beautifully. In addition, these are 5-
year lights, are very efficient, and 
will offer cost savings to us.  We 
have also completed the painting 
and cleaning of the lower hall at IC. 
The windows have been painted 
and cleaned, the bathrooms have 
received new floors, and the stairs 
going down to the hall have motion 
lights, so they are safer to descend. 
Thank you to all who support the 
parish and make repairs and 
improvements like these possible.  

ST. JAMES CHURCH 

156 Federal St. Salem, MA 01970 

Conference Room: 

158 Federal St. 

Rear Hall: enter from rear parking 

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION 
CHURCH 

15 Hawthorne Blvd. Salem, MA 01970 

Rectory: 30 Union St. 

Parish Offices:  158 Federal St. Salem, MA 01970  |  978-745-9060  |  Open: Please call. 
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Peace, 
Father Murray 
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MARY QUEEN OF THE APOSTLES PARISH 

¿Cuál es el motivo de nuestra alegre 
espera? El Adviento, con su tema de 
arrepentimiento y anticipación, pare-
ce ser lo más apropiado que podemos 
hacer en la iglesia. Toda la experiencia 
humana está recogida en la Biblia y 
en la historia de Jesús, por lo que 
nuestra espera de que las cosas sean 
claras y normales se ha convertido en 
parte de nuestra espera de Adviento. 
Hemos aprendido a esperar instruc-
ciones y autorizaciones por seguridad, 
a entrar en lugares como supermer-
cados y restaurantes; hemos aprendi-
do a esperar hasta el final de las elec-
ciones presidenciales, noticias de 
nuestras pruebas de Covid -
individuales y de seres queridos- y 
hemos aprendido que esperar, aun-
que a veces es frustrante, es todo lo 
que podemos hacer. Pero en toda 
nuestra espera podemos ver que hay 
cosas que aprender, preparar, acep-
tar y cambiar.  
 
La gente del tiempo de los profetas 
antes de Jesús y Juan eran personas 
que habían escuchado que iban a te-
ner que esperar al Mesías, y como 
hemos aprendido, no todos llegaron a 
verlo en su forma terrenal antes de la 
muerte. Pero se mantuvieron fieles a 
la tarea. Ese es también nuestro lla-
mado. Si bien es posible que no vea-
mos que todo en la iglesia sea como 
queremos que sea, los acontecimien-
tos suceden y vemos que siempre de-
bemos estar preparándonos.  
 
Decimos de la iglesia que es santa, 
pero siempre necesita reformas. Es lo 

que Juan el Bautista estaba diciendo a 
la gente que salió a verlo. Hay un 
mensaje clarísimo de que el cambio 
está llegando al pueblo de Israel y que 
todos deben prepararse. Juan atrajo a 
tanta gente con su mensaje de arre-
pentimiento que incluso aquellos que 
no estaban interesados en su mensa-
je sintieron curiosidad. Eventualmen-
te, algunos de esta curiosa multitud 
también se convertirían en seguidores 
de Jesús. Pero se necesitó el valor de 
esa persona, Juan, para proclamar 
que encontrarse con Jesús es algo que 
va a suceder y que necesitan prepa-
rarse para ello. Que tiene sentido. En 
un plano terrenal, nos preparamos 
para conocer a todo tipo de personas 
en nuestras vidas, desde nuestras 
propias familias extendidas hasta 
compañeros de escuela, compañeros 
de vida y sus familias también. Tiene 
sentido que también necesitemos 
prepararnos para Jesús. 
 
Así que este Adviento, con sus temas 
duales de espera y anticipación, es 
también parte de nuestra vida. En un 
plano terrenal, estamos esperando 
una vacuna, un nuevo presidente y 
otros políticos para comenzar un nue-
vo tiempo, y estamos esperando re-
cordar para celebrar el momento en 
que Dios nos dijo a todos a través de 
Jesús: “Quiero conocerte donde estás, 
independientemente de las circuns-
tancias de tu vida y tu mundo”. Parece 
apropiado entonces que empecemos 
a pensar en ese momento y lo que 
significa encontrarnos con Jesús, y 
cómo podemos compartir este men-

saje de amor. A medida que avanza 
este Adviento, espero que todos sigan 
preparándose para celebrar de mane-
ra nueva y muy nuestra, que la luz del 
mundo está llegando, una vez en la 
carne, ahora en la gloria y una vez por 
todas en la aparición final. Preparé-
monos todos escuchando el mensaje 
de Juan y abriendo camino para el 
mesías de nuestros corazones. 
 
Gracias a todos los que hicieron del 
concierto un gran éxito. Nuestra in-
tención era reunirnos, divertirnos un 
poco y prepararnos para la Navidad 
con algunos villancicos a la antigua. 
 

 
 

Construyendo noticias. Recibiremos 
algunas luces nuevas en el santuario 
de la Iglesia de la Inmaculada Concep-
ción. Las luces que están allí ya no 
están funcionando y se instalarán al-
gunas nuevas luces suaves LED. Ha-
brá mejor luz y se podrá ver la imagen 
de María. Además, las luces son de 5 
años de duración, son muy eficientes 
y nos ofrecerán ahorros de costos. 
También hemos completado la pintu-
ra y limpieza del vestíbulo inferior de 
IC. Las ventanas se han pintado y lim-
piado, los baños han recibido pisos 
nuevos y las escaleras que bajan al 
pasillo tienen iluminación a base de 
sensores de movimiento para que 
haya un descenso más seguro. 

Daily Readings can also be found at 

www.usccb.org 

Paz, Padre Murray 

Scripture for the week of December 13, 2020 

13 SUN Is 61:1-2a, 10-11/1 Thes 5:16-24/Jn 1:6-8,19-28  
14 Mon Nm 24:2-7, 15-17a/Mt 21:23-27  
15 Tue Zep 3:1-2, 9-13/Mt 21:28-32  
16 Wed Is 45:6b-8, 18, 21c-25/Lk 7:18b-23 
17 Thu Gn 49:2, 8-10/Mt 1:1-17  
18 Fri Jer 23:5-8/Mt 1:18-25  
19 Sat Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25a/Lk 1:5-25  
20 SUN 2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16/Rom 16:25-27/Lk 

1:26-38  
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MQOA THIS WEEK 
In-Person/Online 

 

 

SATURDAY 
Mass, 4:00 PM Online 

 

SUNDAY 

Mass, 8:30 AM**  
St. James Hall 

Online & In-Person 
 

Mass,11:30 AM ** 
Immaculate Hall 

Online & In-Person 
en español  

 
Mass, 6:00 PM ** 
Immaculate Hall 

Online & In-Person 
 

**Listen in your car  
from the church parking 

lot on 88.1 FM 
 

MONDAY 
Online message from  

Fr. Murray 
9:00 AM, en español  

 
TUESDAY 

Daily Mass 
Online at 9 :00 AM 

 
 

WEDNESDAY 
This Week @ MQOA 

posted online 
 

 

FOLLOW ALONG WITH MASS! 
If you are celebrating Mass in-person or 
watching Mass online, use this Mass 
Guide to follow along. Updated weekly 
with Sunday’s readings.   
 

mqoa.org/worship 

ONLINE POSTS 
Mass, Father Murray’s Monday message in Spanish and “This Week @ 
MQOA,” can be viewed via our Facebook page: facebook.com/
mqoasalem  
 
IN-PERSON MASS 

Sunday Masses indoors: PRE-REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED before 
attending one of our Indoor Masses.  Sign up, up to four weeks in 
advance. Please only sign up for the Sunday you plan to go indoors to 
celebrate Mass.  Please wear masks and maintain social distancing.   
YOU MAY ALSO REMAIN IN YOUR CAR.  Mass will be broadcast on 88.1 FM 
and online.  Communion will be brought to your car following Mass. If you 
plan to remain in your car, registration is not needed.  

 
Sign up at:  

mqoa.org/worship  
mqoa.org/Christmas (for Christmas Masses)  

Or, call the office. 
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SOCIETY OF ST VINCENT DE PAUL 
MATCHING DONATION DOUBLES YOUR GIFT THIS DECEMBER 

Once again this year, we have been blessed with an anonymous donor who will 
match all donations made to the Salem St. Vincent de Paul Society during the 
month of December. This is an opportunity for members of the Salem 
community to double the value of a gift to help Christ and His poor.  What 
better way to celebrate this Christmas season, especially in this year of a 

pandemic, than to help the needy in our own city.  We can't be at the church doors for our 
regular collections, but all donations made in the month of December will qualify for the 
match.  

You may place your donation in one of the collection boxes at St. Anne's, St James, or Immaculate 
Conception Parishes any time during the month of December, or you may also mail checks, made out 
to St. Vincent de Paul and addressed to: 

 Society of St. Vincent de Paul, 158 Federal St., Salem, MA. 01970. 

For the last month, your donations helped to fund $17,786 in assistance to 
the poor in Salem (the most we have ever spent in one month), including 
$8,672 for overdue rent to avoid eviction; $2,786 for past due electricity 
and fuel bills to avoid shut-off of those utilities; $4,009 for food vouchers; 
and $1,173 for miscellaneous items such as beds and bedding, and adult 
diapers. Because we are a volunteer organization, our operating expenses 
were just $147 for the month. We gratefully acknowledge your 
generous contributions which help the needy of Salem. 

YOUR WEEKLY FINANCIAL SUPPORT 
MAKES EVERYTHING HAPPEN 
Everything we do at Mary, Queen of the Apostles 
Parish is supported by your prayerful and financial 
support.  

Your regular weekly 
contribution makes online 
ministries like Alpha, our 
streamed Adoration times, 
and recorded Masses happen, 
and supports our efforts to 
keep in touch, minister to, and 
serve our parishioners and beyond.  

 
 

 
 
If you have envelopes, please mail them to our 
office at 158 Federal Street. You can also drop 
them in our secure mailbox at the office door.  

 
 You can give Online 
via Venmo, credit card, 
or PayPal with 
Givebutter; visit our 

website: www.givebutter.com/mqoa 
or scan this  code  >>>>>>>>> 
 
Become a sustaining giver, learn how you can 
support the parish with your Amazon purchases, 
and more at www.mqoa.org/donate  

 

THANK YOU FOR 
YOUR GENEROSITY! 
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GRAND ANNUAL Thank you to those who have already responded to our Grand Annual letter.  If you did not 
receive Father Murray’s Grand Annual letter in the mail, you can find it on the Home Page of our website.  We know 
this has been a challenging year for many, especially financially.  If you are able, we hope you will consider donating to 
our Grand Annual.  We a grateful for your donations and for your prayerful support. 

HOW TO DONATE 
Regular/sustaining: 
• Online via WeShare  
• Online with Givebutter 
• Envelopes: call 978-745-9060 
 
One-time gifts: 
• Online with WeShare  
• Online with Givebutter 
• Checks written to MQOA 

Parish 
 
Legacy: 

Wills, bequests, estate planning 
help is available: 978-745-9060 

 
In-kind: 

Carpentry, electrical, plumbing, 
cleaning, food preparation, 
tech, equipment, other 
expertise. Tax receipts are 
available.  

  
MQOA.org/donate 

(or scan below with your phone) 
  

GRAND ANNUAL UPDATE 
(as of 12-7-20) 

$15,582.25  
Thank you! 

Goal: $45,000 

Finding Peace in Grief, via Zoom 

Sundays, Dec. 13 to Jan. 17 
6:30 to 7:30 PM 

Our lives have been touched by different kinds of grief during this 
Pandemic. The loss of life, the loss of routines, and the loss of 
togetherness have touched us personally. We are living in uncertain 
times that sometimes causes fear and anxiety. Join us this fall as we 
explore themes from Lisa Irish’s book, “Grieving-the sacred art.” Our 
“hope in God” is a healing balm for our loss and grief. Using 
scripture, poetry, music, prayer and art let us cultivate this hope and 
move through our grief together. 
 

Held via ZOOM with presenters: Sr. Peggy Cummins, Mary 
MacGillivray, and Bryn Walsh 
 
To Register, call: 978-380-1574 or email: 
barbara.walton@sndden.org 

Presented by: Notre Dame Spirituality Center, Ipswich, MA 

https://ndspiritualitycenter.org/programs/ 

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP - RECOGNIZE GOD IN YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS 

A Constant Companion 

As Christians, we are called to a life of prayer. This is not just during seasons like Advent, but all year long. When we 
talk about being prayerful everyday stewards, we are speaking about cultivating an awareness of God being with us at 
all times. Each day we begin by offering God the entirety of our day. Each night we rest in Him and hope that the 
hours that passed gave Him glory. 

During this busy time of Advent, it is hard to cultivate this life of prayer, but without it we can too easily lose sight of 
the reason for the season. It is during this time of year we need to heed the words of St. Paul more than ever when he 
wrote to the Thessalonians, “Rejoice always. Pray without ceasing.” This is how we will be able to avoid the pitfalls of 
consumerism and secularism and keep our eyes fixed on Jesus. 

Bring Jesus with you into the office Christmas party. Take him with you shopping for gifts in the department store. Be 
aware of him when you sit down to watch television specials you have seen every year of your life. Give him all your 
time and let his presence fill your every moment. By striving to be connecting with Jesus at all times, you will bear 
greater fruit and the joy you experience will be much greater than you could imagine. You might even spend a few 
less dollars and spend more time with those you love, particularly the one who loves you the most, the Incarnation 
himself. — Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS ©LPi 
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SHOP AT AMAZON? KEEP US IN MIND 

If you do your Christmas 

shopping on Amazon this 

year, remember us!  For 

every purchase you make, 

MQOA will receive a 

percentage. 

Use the website link or QR 

Code:  

Amazon smile link:   

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/ 

82-2263996 

Thank you for keeping MQOA in 

mind! 

WALK THRU CHRISTMAS MAGIC AT IMMACULATE! 
We have transformed our side lawn at IC into a beautiful 
Christmas lit wonderland to walk thru during the month 
of December.  Come take a stroll during the evening thru 
a magical festival of lights. The Christmas Walk will be 
ever growing, so visit often! 
 
We are always decorating and you can help! We invite 
you and your family to come help us decorate. Sign up 
on a day/time  in December to add your family’s 
decorative touch to our displays! Contact Margo to 
arrange a time to decorate at mmoring@mqoa.org. We 
want the walk to grow and grow all month.  
  
If you have no eye for decorating but have decorations to 
spare, we need Christmas lights (white and multicolored) 
and any Christmas decorations you are willing to give. If 
you have new or used decorations/lights to donate or let 
us borrow, drop them off anytime at our parish office at 
158 Federal Street. You can leave them in our lower 
mailbox or by the door. 
  
This Christmas can still be a safe celebration.  We hope 
to see you this month! 

20|30: Young Adult Community  

An online space for young adults in 
their 20s and 30s to gather together. A 
space to share life experiences and 
build community. Check out our 
website and Facebook as we will have 
events throughout the year!  

 Please email Steven Antonio with any  
questions:  santonio@mqoa.org  

Alpha Online | English 

 
Come and See Night 
No pressure, no commit-
ment, no charge - see what 
Alpha's about. 

Wednesday, January 6th, 2021 

Third Sunday of Advent ~ Gaudete 
Sunday 

The Scripture 
readings of this third 
week of Advent are 
filled with 
encouragement and 
joy, something we 
need to hear!  As you 
listened to Scriptures 

today, what words reassured you, helped 
you, gave you hope?  Was it, “The Spirit of 
God is upon me. . .”  “Rejoice always.”  “In 
all circumstances give thanks for this is 
the will of God for you.”  “The one who 
calls you is faithful.”  Savor whatever word 
God is speaking to you.  Let it nourish and 
inspire you throughout the coming week 
to face the tasks before you. To whom is 
God inviting you to bring that word of 
hope and encouragement? 
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We Offer products and services to 
meet all of your financial needs.

Auto Loans • Personal Loans 
RV Loans • Home Equity Lines of Credit 

First Mortgages • Second Mortgages

Make Luso American Credit
Union YOUR Credit Union!
37 Tremont Street, Peabody, MA

www.luso-american.com

978-531-5767
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Betsy Merry
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TIM THOMPSON 
LANDSCAPING

Serving the Salem area for over 30 yrs.
FULL SERVICE  

LANDSCAPING & 
COMMERCIAL  

SNOW REMOVAL
781-632-0706

Proudly serving Mary Queen  
of the Apostles Parish

 Murphy Funeral Home
 85 Federal Street, Salem 
 978-744-0497
 www.MurphyFuneralHome.com
 Specializing in pre-planningFrancis J. Murphy

978-745-0500
265 Essex St Ste 103, Salem

www.dalyanddalylaw.com
Specializing in Elder Law
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Levesque Funeral Home
163 LAFAYETTE STREET • SALEM 

 Residential & Commercial
 Servicing Salem and the
 North Shore Since 1984

36-38 JEFFERSON AVE. • SALEM
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TALBOT ELECTRIC
INC

Fairweather
Apartments

Affordable Senior Housing 
For Over 40 Years

 4 Convenient North Shore Locations

 • DANVERS
 • SALEM
 • PEABODY
 • BEVERLY

www.fairweather-apts.com

Call  978-744-7835
A POAH Community Professionally Managed by PHM, LLC


