
Thank you for 

staying connected 

with us in prayer, 

wherever you are.  

We hope that you 

find us to be Holy 

Spirit-filled disciples 

of Jesus Christ, 

centered in the 

Eucharist.  

Contact us soon to 

find out how you 

can be a part of 

what MQOA is doing 

to offer welcome 

and healing to all. 

WELCOME 

THIS WEEK AT MQOA:  

December 20, 2020 
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978-745-9060  |  info@MQOA.org 

 

03 THIS WEEK’S READINGS 

04 THIS WEEK AT MQOA 

06 GRIEF SUPPORT 

07 ALPHA RETURNS IN JANUARY 



02   A MESSAGE FROM FR. MURRAY 

PARISH INFORMATION 

Merry Christmas!  
 
This is an 
exciting time in 
the Scriptures as 
we journey with 
Mary and Joseph 
to the moment 

of the birth of Jesus. Mary signals 
in the Gospel what David is 
experiencing in the first reading; 
namely, that God has His plan, 
and it will be different than what 
we thought.  
 
In David’s heart (despite what he 
had done in turning from God at 
times) was a deep trust, so that 
he was willing to do whatever 
God wanted him to do. 
Sometimes, it was necessary for 
David to repent or restore the 
relationship, but he always 
trusted God. Mary and Joseph 
trusted God in a similar way. 
They both wanted to serve the 
Lord even though it meant that 
they would have to “hang on with 
both hands.” That is one of the 
themes of Scripture and is a 
theme for us. If we are truly going 
to trust God, we need to hold on 
for an extraordinary ride.  
 
Christmas reminds me of the 
tightrope walker who invites us 
into his wheelbarrow to cross to 
the other side over a deep gorge. 

He is sure and confident, and 
while we marvel at his work, we 
hesitate to get in at his invitation 
to go across with him. God has 
come across the divide of time 
and sin and meets each of us 
where we are. At the root of 
God’s plan is a desire to be with 
us, and this is what we come 
together to remember and 
celebrate. The Incarnation is the 
beginning of the story of our 
salvation, and the story 
continues. 
 
Though the beginning is humble, 
the whole story of Jesus is filled 
with glorious moments. The story 
of the life of Jesus is so very like 
our own stories. I remember 
when my nieces and nephews 
were born. My parents, like any 
other happy, proud 
grandparents, spared no time in 
going off to visit, brining all kinds 
of gifts and marveling at how 
beautiful each child was. And 
through all the great moments 
and the struggles, their love was 
evident and effusive. How much 
more so with God as the earthly 
life of Jesus begins.   
 
We are still in a difficult period, 
but I still trust that when we 
celebrate this Friday, we can trust 
in the salvation that comes 
through Jesus. Trust Him, this day 

and every day. Merry Christmas! 
This day ,we celebrate a God who 
loves us and who can be trusted.  
 

 
As I am writing this, we are 
preparing to celebrate two 
Masses for Christmas. The 
Christmas Eve Mass will be begin 
with Christmas songs and carols 
outside in the parking lot at St. 
James at 3:00. We will continue at 
3:30 with Mass in our cars. Our 
purpose is to be safe and have a 
sense of a community gathering 
as we come together to celebrate 
one of the biggest days in our 
Church. On Christmas day, we 
will celebrate online and in the 
upper church at St. James with a 
bilingual Mass at 11:00. However, 
this is dependent on whatever 
instructions we get from the 
Archdiocese if levels change due 
to the virus. Please keep an eye 
on our Facebook page and 
website for up-to-the-minute 
announcements! 

ST. JAMES CHURCH 

156 Federal St. Salem, MA 01970 

Conference Room: 

158 Federal St. 

Rear Hall: enter from rear parking 

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION 
CHURCH 

15 Hawthorne Blvd. Salem, MA 01970 

Rectory: 30 Union St. 

Parish Offices:  158 Federal St. Salem, MA 01970  |  978-745-9060  |  Open: Please call. 
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Peace, 
Father Murray 
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¡Feliz Navidad!  
 
Es un tiempo emocionante en las 
Escrituras mientras viajamos con 
María y José hasta el momento del 
nacimiento de Jesús. María señala 
lo que David está experimentando 
en la primera lectura, es decir, que 
Dios tiene su plan y será diferente 
de lo que nosotros pensamos. 
 
En el corazón de David, a pesar de 
lo que había hecho al apartarse de 
Dios en ocasiones, había una pro-
funda confianza, de modo que 
cualquier cosa que Dios quisiera 
que él haga, eso era lo que haría. A 
veces era necesario que David se 
arrepintiera o restaurara la rela-
ción, pero siempre fue alguien que 
confió en Dios. Y María y José son 
iguales cuando se trata de confian-
za. Evidentemente, querían servir 
al Señor y eso significa que ten-
drían que "aguantar con ambas 
manos". Ese es uno de los temas 
de la Biblia y todavía lo es para no-
sotros. Si realmente vamos a con-
fiar en Dios, debemos esperar por 
un viaje extraordinario.  
 
La Navidad me recuerda al equili-
brista que nos invita a subir a su 
carretilla para cruzar al otro lado 
por un profundo desfiladero. Está 
seguro y confiado y mientras nos 

maravillamos con su trabajo, duda-
mos en aceptar su invitación para 
cruzar con él. Dios ha atravesado la 
división del tiempo y el pecado y se 
encuentra con cada uno de noso-
tros en los lugares donde estamos. 
En la raíz del plan de Dios está el 
deseo de estar con nosotros y esta 
es la razón por la que nos reuni-
mos, para recordar y celebrar. La 
encarnación es el comienzo de la 
historia de nuestra salvación y este 
patrón, de muchas maneras, se ha 
estado repitiendo desde Jesús.  
 
Llega el momento, y aunque el co-
mienzo es humilde, toda la historia 
de Jesús está llena de momentos 
gloriosos. Creo que el modelo de la 
vida de Jesús es muy parecido al 
nuestro. Recuerdo que cuando na-
cieron mis sobrinas y sobrinos, mis 
padres, como cualquier otro abue-
lo feliz y orgulloso, no perdieron 
tiempo en ir a visitarlos con todo 
tipo de obsequios y maravillarse de 
lo hermoso que era cada niño. Y a 
través de todos los grandes mo-
mentos y las luchas, su amor ha 
sido evidente y efusivo. Cuánto 
más con Dios cuando comienza la 
vida terrenal de Jesús. Vemos en 
las Escrituras que, en las pruebas y 
luchas por los demás y los suyos, 
como en nuestras vidas, Jesús está 
presente, confiado y amoroso. 

Estamos en un período difícil, pero 
todavía confío en que, lo que cele-
bramos este viernes, se completa-
rá; y que el modelo siempre estará 
atrapado en el Amor de Dios. Con-
fía en Él, hoy y todos los días. Feliz 
Navidad. Este día celebramos que 
en un Dios que nos ama, se puede 
confiar y que Él puede confiar en 
nosotros. 

 
 

Mientras escribo esto, nos prepara-
mos para celebrar dos misas navi-
deñas. La misa de Nochebuena co-
menzará con canciones navideñas 
y villancicos afuera en el estaciona-
miento de St. James. Continuare-
mos a las 3:30 con la misa todavía 
en nuestros autos. Nuestro propó-
sito es celebrar bien, estar seguros 
y tener un sentido cercano de co-
munidad incluso cuando nos reuni-
mos en uno de los días más impor-
tantes de nuestra celebración. El 
día de Navidad celebraremos en 
línea, y en la iglesia superior de St. 
James. Para el día de Navidad ten-
dremos una misa a las 11:00 AM y 
será bilingüe. De todas maneras, 
esto dependerá de las instruccio-
nes que recibamos de la Arquidió-
cesis. 

Paz, Padre Murray 

Scripture for the week of December 20, 2020 

20 SUN 2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16/Rom 16:25-27/Lk 
1:26-38  

21 Mon Sg 2:8-14 or Zep 3:14-18a/Lk 1:39-45 

22 Tue 1 Sm 1:24-28/Lk 1:46-56  

23 Wed Mal 3:1-4, 23-24/Lk 1:57-66  
24 Thu 2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16/Lk 1:67-79  
25 Fri  Vigil: Is 62:1-5/Acts 13:16-17, 22-25/Mt 1:1-25 

or 1:18-25 
  Night: Is 9:1-6/Ti 2:11-14/Lk 2:1-14 
  Dawn: Is 62:11-12/Ti 3:4-7/Lk 2:15-20 
  Day: Is 52:7-10/Heb 1:1-6/Jn 1:1-18 or 1:1-5, 9-14 
26 Sat Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59/Mt 10:17-22 

27 SUN Gn 15:1-6; 21:1-3/Heb 11:8, 11-12, 17-19/ 

Lk 2:22-40 or 2:22, 39-40  
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MQOA THIS WEEK 
In-Person/Online 

 

 

SATURDAY 
Mass, 4:00 PM Online 

 

SUNDAY 

Mass, 8:30 AM**  
St. James Hall 

Online & In-Person 
 

Mass,11:30 AM ** 
Immaculate Hall 

Online & In-Person 
en español  

 
Mass, 6:00 PM ** 
Immaculate Hall 

Online & In-Person 
 

**Listen in your car  
from the church parking 

lot on 88.1 FM 
 

MONDAY 
Online message from  

Fr. Murray 
9:00 AM, en español  

 
TUESDAY 

Daily Mass 
Online at 9 :00 AM 

 
 

WEDNESDAY 
This Week @ MQOA 

posted online 
 

THURSDAY 
Christmas Eve 

See Mass schedule to the right 
 

FRIDAY 
Christmas Day 

See Mass schedule to the right 

FOLLOW ALONG WITH MASS! 
If you are celebrating Mass in-person 
or watching Mass online, use this 
Mass Guide to follow along. Updated 
weekly with Sunday’s 
readings.   
 

mqoa.org/worship 

ONLINE POSTS 
Mass, Father Murray’s Monday message in Spanish, and “This Week @ 
MQOA” can be viewed via our Facebook page: facebook.com/
mqoasalem  
 
IN-PERSON MASS 

Sunday Masses indoors: PRE-REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED before 
attending one of our Indoor Masses.  Sign up, up to four weeks in 
advance. Please only sign up for the Sunday you plan to go indoors to 
celebrate Mass.  Please wear masks and maintain social distancing.   
YOU MAY ALSO REMAIN IN YOUR CAR.  Mass will be broadcast on 88.1 FM 
and online.  Communion will be brought to your car following Mass. If you 
plan to remain in your car, registration is not needed.  

 
Sign up at:  

mqoa.org/worship  

mqoa.org/Christmas (for Christmas Masses)  
Or, call the office. 

Attention:  

Due to early printing deadlines, 

information regarding Masses 

may change if new restrictions 

are put in place due to COVID.  

Please visit our website or 

Facebook page for the most up-

to-date information.  
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SOCIETY OF ST VINCENT DE PAUL 
MATCHING DONATION DOUBLES YOUR GIFT THIS DECEMBER 

Once again this year, we have been blessed with an anonymous donor who will 
match all donations made to the Salem St. Vincent de Paul Society during the 
month of December. This is an opportunity for members of the Salem 
community to double the value of a gift to help Christ and His poor.  What 
better way to celebrate this Christmas season, especially in this year of a 

pandemic, than to help the needy in our own city.  We can't be at the church doors for our 
regular collections, but all donations made in the month of December will qualify for the 
match.  

You may place your donation in one of the collection boxes at St. Anne's, St James, or Immaculate 
Conception Parishes any time during the month of December, or you may also mail checks, made out 
to St. Vincent de Paul and addressed to: 

 Society of St. Vincent de Paul, 158 Federal St., Salem, MA. 01970. 

For the last month, your donations helped to fund $17,786 in assistance to 
the poor in Salem (the most we have ever spent in one month), including 
$8,672 for overdue rent to avoid eviction; $2,786 for past due electricity 
and fuel bills to avoid shut-off of those utilities; $4,009 for food vouchers; 
and $1,173 for miscellaneous items such as beds and bedding, and adult 
diapers. Because we are a volunteer organization, our operating expenses 
were just $147 for the month. We gratefully acknowledge your 
generous contributions which help the needy of Salem. 

YOUR WEEKLY FINANCIAL SUPPORT 
MAKES EVERYTHING HAPPEN 
Everything we do at Mary, Queen of the Apostles 
Parish is supported by your prayerful and financial 
support.  

Your regular weekly 
contribution makes online 
ministries like Alpha, our 
streamed Adoration times, 
and recorded Masses happen, 
and supports our efforts to 
keep in touch, minister to, and 
serve our parishioners and beyond.  

 
 

 
 
If you have envelopes, please mail them to our 
office at 158 Federal Street. You can also drop 
them in our secure mailbox at the office door.  

 
 You can give Online 
via Venmo, credit card, 
or PayPal with 
Givebutter; visit our 

website: www.givebutter.com/mqoa 
or scan this  code  >>>>>>>>> 
 
Become a sustaining giver, learn how you can 
support the parish with your Amazon purchases, 
and more at www.mqoa.org/donate  

 

THANK YOU FOR 
YOUR GENEROSITY! 
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GRAND ANNUAL Thank you to those who have already responded to our Grand Annual letter.  If you did not 
receive Father Murray’s Grand Annual letter in the mail, you can find it on the Home Page of our website.  We know 
this has been a challenging year for many, especially financially.  If you are able, we hope you will consider donating to 
our Grand Annual.  We a grateful for your donations and for your prayerful support. 

HOW TO DONATE 
Regular/sustaining: 
• Online via WeShare  
• Online with Givebutter 
• Envelopes: call 978-745-9060 
 
One-time gifts: 
• Online with WeShare  
• Online with Givebutter 
• Checks written to MQOA 

Parish 
 
Legacy: 

Wills, bequests, estate planning 
help is available: 978-745-9060 

 
In-kind: 

Carpentry, electrical, plumbing, 
cleaning, food preparation, 
tech, equipment, other 
expertise. Tax receipts are 
available.  

  
MQOA.org/donate 

(or scan below with your phone) 
  

GRAND ANNUAL UPDATE 
(as of 12-7-20) 

$15,582.25  
Thank you! 

Goal: $45,000 

Finding Peace in Grief, via Zoom 

Sundays, Dec. 20 to Jan. 17 
6:30 to 7:30 PM 

Our lives have been touched by different kinds of grief during this 
pandemic. The loss of life, the loss of routines, and the loss of 
togetherness have touched us personally. We are living in uncertain 
times that sometimes causes fear and anxiety. Join us as we explore 
themes from Lisa Irish’s book, “Grieving—The Sacred Art.” Our “hope 
in God” is a healing balm for our loss and grief. Using scripture, 
poetry, music, prayer, and art lets cultivate this hope and move 
through our grief together. 
 

Held via ZOOM with presenters: Sr. Peggy Cummins, Mary 
MacGillivray, and Bryn Walsh 
 
To Register, call: 978-380-1574 or email: 
barbara.walton@sndden.org 

Presented by: Notre Dame Spirituality Center, Ipswich, MA 

https://ndspiritualitycenter.org/programs/ 

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP - RECOGNIZE GOD IN YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS 

The Journey 

Advent comes along every year and will continue to do so until Jesus returns. As this season draws to a close, we can 
each ask ourselves, “Am I now any better a disciple of Jesus Christ and more of a steward of all my gifts than before 
the Advent season started?’ I have been on this earth for 40+ years. I have had 40+ Advents to draw closer to God and 
to work on taking more seriously my baptismal call. Some have gone better than others, but I would like to think my 
spiritual life progressed at least a small amount during each of them. 

Conversion is a process. Stewardship is about a way of living and it is about more than simply being generous when a 
situation calls for it. Stewardship and conversion go hand-in-hand and we are always moving closer to holiness in 
Jesus Christ. Living in this way takes practice and commitment. If this Advent didn ’t go as you had hoped, remember is 
not really an end. It is just another step along your journey. 

This Christmas, while you are giving and receiving gifts and hopefully spending time with those you love, may you take 
the time to cherish the true gift that came to us over 2000 years ago and continues to call us to this day: Jesus. Let us 
be grateful beyond measure for this gift above all gifts, let us continue on our journey, and let our lives give testimony 
to the one who leads us.— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS ©LPi 
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SHOP AT AMAZON? KEEP US IN MIND 

If you do your Christmas 
shopping on Amazon this 
year, remember us!  For 
every purchase you make, 
MQOA will receive a 
percentage. 
 
Use the website link or QR 
Code:  
 

Amazon smile link:   
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/ 
82-2263996 
Thank you for keeping MQOA in 
mind! 

Alpha Online | English 

Come and See Night 
No pressure, no commitment, no 
charge - see what Alpha's about. 

Wednesday, January 6th, 2021 

WALK THRU CHRISTMAS MAGIC AT IMMACULATE! 
We have transformed our side lawn at IC into a beautiful 
Christmas lit wonderland to walk thru during the month 
of December.  Come take a stroll during the evening thru 
a magical festival of lights. The Christmas Walk will be 
ever growing, so visit often! 
 
We are always decorating and you can help! We invite 
you and your family to come help us decorate. Sign up 
on a day/time  in December to add your family’s 
decorative touch to our displays! Contact Margo to 
arrange a time to decorate at mmoring@mqoa.org. We 
want the walk to grow and grow all month.  
  
If you have no eye for decorating but have decorations to 
spare, we need Christmas lights (white and multicolored) 
and any Christmas decorations you are willing to give. If 
you have new or used decorations/lights to donate or let 
us borrow, drop them off anytime at our parish office at 
158 Federal Street. You can leave them in our lower 
mailbox or by the door. 
  
This Christmas can still be a safe celebration.  We hope 
to see you this month! 

20|30: Young Adult Community  

An online space for young adults in 
their 20s and 30s to gather together. A 
space to share life experiences and 
build community. Check out our 
website and Facebook as we will have 
events throughout the year!  

 Please email Steven Antonio with any  
questions:  santonio@mqoa.org  

Alpha is the place where you can take an 
honest look at the Big Questions in life. If 
you've ever asked yourself“ Is there more to 
life than this? ”then Alpha is for you! At Alpha, 
you'll meet great people and have a chance to 
put your thoughts, questions, and doubts on 
the table, without being judged or 
discouraged.  

Alpha, where questions create community.   

Scan the QR Code to go to 

the chat for more 

information. Or, contact 

Steven Antonio at : 

santonio@mqoa.org 

 

“Advent is synonymous with 
hope, not the vain waiting for 
a faceless god, but concrete 

and certain trust in the 
return of Him who has 

already visited us.”  

—Pope John Paul II 
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We Offer products and services to 
meet all of your financial needs.

Auto Loans • Personal Loans 
RV Loans • Home Equity Lines of Credit 

First Mortgages • Second Mortgages

Make Luso American Credit
Union YOUR Credit Union!
37 Tremont Street, Peabody, MA

www.luso-american.com

978-531-5767

Contact Mac Economy to place an ad today! 
meconomy@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6442

Betsy Merry
President

508-641-6241
betsy@merryfoxrealty.com

TIM THOMPSON 
LANDSCAPING

Serving the Salem area for over 30 yrs.
FULL SERVICE  

LANDSCAPING & 
COMMERCIAL  

SNOW REMOVAL
781-632-0706

Proudly serving Mary Queen  
of the Apostles Parish

 Murphy Funeral Home
 85 Federal Street, Salem 
 978-744-0497
 www.MurphyFuneralHome.com
 Specializing in pre-planningFrancis J. Murphy

978-745-0500
265 Essex St Ste 103, Salem

www.dalyanddalylaw.com
Specializing in Elder Law

978-744-2270
levesquefunerals@comcast.net      www.levesquefunerals.com

Levesque Funeral Home
163 LAFAYETTE STREET • SALEM 

 Residential & Commercial
 Servicing Salem and the
 North Shore Since 1984

36-38 JEFFERSON AVE. • SALEM
978-744-3311

MA LIC.# A17458

TALBOT ELECTRIC
INC

Fairweather
Apartments

Affordable Senior Housing 
For Over 40 Years

 4 Convenient North Shore Locations

 • DANVERS
 • SALEM
 • PEABODY
 • BEVERLY

www.fairweather-apts.com

Call  978-744-7835
A POAH Community Professionally Managed by PHM, LLC


