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Be healed. 

Belong.  

 

We hope that you 

find us to be Holy 

Spirit-filled disciples 

of Jesus Christ, 

centered in the 

Eucharist.  

Contact us soon to 

find out how you 

can be a part of 

what MQOA is doing 

to offer welcome 

and healing to all. 
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02   A MESSAGE FROM FR. MURRAY 

PARISH INFORMATION 

This past week, I 
attended an 
online 
conference with 
some of our 
parishioners. It 
was sponsored 
by the folks who 

founded the Alpha movement. 
The opening talk was amazing as 
the speaker shared with us an 
interpretation of a scene from the 
Gospel of Mark (Mk 2:1-12). The 
message was that it is important 
to be people who would be willing 
to rip a roof open with our bare 
hands to get someone to Jesus. It 
is a wonderful interpretation of 
this well-known Gospel passage: 
Everyone has a part in bringing 
people to Jesus.  

The person at the center of this 
Gospel story represents so many 
of us who sometimes are caught 
up in our own sin and cannot get 
to Jesus because of our 
“paralysis” (i.e., we think we won’t 
be forgiven or can’t enter the 
Church, etc.). In so many paintings 
and images, the man described as 
paralyzed in the story is on a nice 
strong pallet or bed. But in my 
mind, the mat he lays on is flimsy, 
and therefore, the task is much 
more difficult to accomplish. The 
friends in the story succeed, and 
their effort is rewarded by Jesus 
and the miracle He performs.  

On the parish staff and leadership 

team, we often marvel at the new 
people in the community who are 
now walking with us. It is a good 
image to remember that this 
man’s roof-ripping friends are part 
of the reason for his healing. This 
is our call too; that is, to rip open 
the roof for someone we know or 
see who needs Jesus. This is the 
way we will continue to help the 
Church grow and flourish.  

As I write this bulletin, we are 
planning the events and practices 
for our Lenten and Easter 
schedule. This is the ordinary work 
of the Church, and we continue to 
work to invite more and more 
people to know Jesus Christ and 
all that it means to be in 
relationship to Him. This year, I 
would like to challenge everyone 
to think of someone around them 
whom they see as “paralyzed,” in 
whatever way, and unable to get 
to Jesus, and be the person who 
lovingly offers to bring them to 
church, accompany them on a 
Zoom church experience, or teach 
them how to say the Sign of the 
Cross, the Our Father or the Hail 
Mary. In this way, we join in the 
great effort of the universal 
Church to evangelize and bring 
others to Jesus.  

This Lent, Margo will once again 
be presenting our program 
entitled “How to Catholic.” Of 
course, it will be online as we 
continue to live with the challenge 

of the pandemic. I hope that 
everyone will be willing to invite 
one person, someone who is non-
practicing or outside the Church, 
to come and see what it means to 
“Catholic.” In this way we 
potentially rip open a roof to help 
someone to meet Jesus and fulfill 
our role of telling the whole world 
the Good News of the Gospel.  

 

 

Building news: We are still waiting 
for a few bids for the painting of 
the ceiling in the sanctuary at IC. 
At St. James, we are getting ready 
to change the sanctuary lights to 
LED lighting, which will be easier 
to maintain and a savings on 
electricity. We are also waiting for 
a final date for a paint company to 
fix the spots that are peeling. We 
are using bequest funds to do all 
this work, and are so grateful to 
the generosity of people who 
remember the parish in their will. 

ST. JAMES CHURCH 

156 Federal St. Salem, MA 01970 

Conference Room: 

158 Federal St. 

Rear Hall: enter from rear parking 

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION 
CHURCH 

15 Hawthorne Blvd. Salem, MA 01970 

Rectory: 30 Union St. 

Parish Offices:  158 Federal St. Salem, MA 01970  |  978-745-9060  |   
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Peace, 
Father Murray 

The office is not open at this time. 
Please call to make an appointment. 
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 La semana pasada asistí a una con-
ferencia en línea con algunos de 
nuestros feligreses. Fue patrocinado 
por las personas que fundaron el 
movimiento Alpha. El discurso de 
apertura fue realmente asombroso 
ya que el orador compartió con no-
sotros una interpretación de una 
escena del Evangelio de Marcos. El 
mensaje era que, para traer a al-
guien, especialmente a una persona 
paralizada, es importante tener a 
nuestro alrededor gente que esté 
dispuesta a colaborar con nosotros.  
Tenemos que abrir el techo con 
nuestras propias manos para llevar 
a alguien a Jesús. (Mc 2: 1-12) Es una 
maravillosa interpretación de este 
conocido pasaje del Evangelio. No 
es el primer milagro, pero nos re-
cuerda que todos tienen un papel 
en llevar a las personas a Jesús. El 
paralítico también representa a mu-
chos de nosotros que en algún mo-
mento estamos atrapados en el pe-
cado y no podemos llegar a Jesús 
debido a nuestra "parálisis", es de-
cir, pensamos que no seremos per-
donados o que no podemos entrar 
a la iglesia, etc. Tenemos que admi-
rara los que nos rodean, que ven 
más allá de la parálisis y tratan de 
encontrar una manera de llevar a 
las personas a Jesús. A menudo 
pienso en esta escena y la veo muy 
desafiante. En tantas pinturas e 
imágenes hay una plataforma o ca-
ma resistente y agradable para el 
hombre. En mi opinión, es muy en-
deble y, por lo tanto, la tarea es mu-
cho más difícil de realizar. Lo logran 

y su esfuerzo es recompensado por 
Jesús y el milagro. Entre el personal 
de la parroquia y el equipo de lide-
razgo, a menudo nos maravillamos 
con las personas nuevas que son 
"liberadas" en la comunidad y se 
han convertido en participantes y 
ahora están caminando con noso-
tros. Es una buena imagen recordar 
que los amigos de este hombre, los 
que desgarran el techo, son parte 
de la razón de su curación. Este es 
también nuestro llamado, es decir, 
abrir el techo para alguien que co-
nocemos o vemos y que comprende 
que necesita a Jesús. Esta es la for-
ma en que continuaremos ayudan-
do a la iglesia a crecer y prosperar. 

 Mientras escribo este boletín, esta-
mos planificando los eventos y prác-
ticas para nuestro horario de Cua-
resma y Pascua. Este es el trabajo 
ordinario de la iglesia, por lo tanto 
continuamos trabajando para ex-
pandir el número de personas que 
conozcan a Jesucristo y todo lo que 
significa estar en relación con él. 
Este año me gustaría desafiar a to-
dos a pensar en alguien a su alrede-
dor a quien ven como "paralizado" e 
incapaz de llegar a Jesús y  sea us-
ted la persona que se ofrece amoro-
samente a llevarlo a la iglesia, acom-
pañarlo en una experiencia de la 
iglesia Zoom o enseñarle cómo de-
cir la Señal de la Cruz, el Padre 
Nuestro o el Ave María. De esta ma-
nera, nos sumamos al gran esfuerzo 
de evangelizar y acercar a otros a 
Jesús. 

Este año Margo volverá a presentar 
nuestro programa titulado “Cómo 
ser católico”. Por supuesto, será en 
línea ya que seguimos viviendo con 
el desafío de la pandemia. Espero 
que todos estén dispuestos a invitar 
a una persona, un no practicante o 
alguien fuera de la iglesia para que 
venga y vea lo que significa ser 
"católico". De esta manera, poten-
cialmente abrimos un techo para 
ayudar a alguien a conocer a Jesús y 
cumplir con nuestro papel de comu-
nicar al mundo entero las buenas 
nuevas del Evangelio. 

Construyendo noticias. Todavía es-
tamos esperando algunas ofertas 
para la pintura del techo del santua-
rio de IC. En St. James nos estamos 
preparando para cambiar las luces 
del santuario a iluminación LED, que 
será más fácil de mantener y aho-
rrará costos en electricidad. Tam-
bién estamos esperando una fecha 
final para que una empresa de pin-
tura arregle las manchas que se es-
tán pelando. Estamos usando el di-
nero del legado para hacer todo es-
te trabajo y estamos  

Daily Readings can also be found at 

www.usccb.org 

Paz, Padre Murray 

Scripture for the week of February 7, 2021 

7  SUN Jb 7:1-4, 6-7/1 Cor 9:16-19, 22-23/Mk 1:29-39  
8 Mon Gn 1:1-19/Mk 6:53-56  
9 Tue Gn 1:20—2:4a/Mk 7:1-13  
10 Wed Gn 2:4b-9, 15-17/Mk 7:14-23  
11 Thu Gn 2:18-25/Mk 7:24-30  
12 Fri Gn 3:1-8/Mk 7:31-37  
13 Sat Gn 3:9-24/Mk 8:1-10 0 
14  SUN Lv 13:1-2, 44-46/1 Cor 10:31—11:1/Mk 1:40-

45 
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MQOA THIS WEEK 
 

 

SATURDAY 
Mass, 4:00 PM                     

A recording of the Mass will be 
posted on our Facebook page 
and on our website. This can 
be viewed anytime at your 

convenience. 

 

SUNDAY 

Mass, 8:30 AM**  
St. James Hall 

In-Person 
 

Spanish Mass,11:30 AM ** 
Immaculate Church  

In-Person 
 

Also at 11:30 AM 

A recording of the Mass, en 
español, will be posted on our 

Facebook page and on our 
website. This can be viewed 

anytime at your convenience. 
 

Mass, 6:00 PM ** 
Immaculate Church 

In-Person 
 

**Listen in your car  
from the church parking lot on 

88.1 FM 
 
 

TUESDAY 
Weekday Mass 

9 :00 AM 
A recording of the Mass will be 
posted on our Facebook page 
and on our website. This can 
be viewed anytime at your 

convenience. 

DAILY 
Updates and inspiration on 

our Facebook page: 
facebook.com/MQOASalem 

ONLINE MASSES 
A recording of the Mass will be posted on our website and Facebook page  
on Saturdays at 4 PM (English) and Sundays at 11:30 AM (en español).  
After they are posted you can  view the Mass anytime at your 
convenience by going to: facebook.com/mqoasalem OR 
www.mqoa.com/worship 
 
IN-PERSON MASS 

Sunday Masses indoors: PRE-REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED before 
attending one of our indoor Masses.  Sign up, up to four weeks in 
advance. Please only sign up for the Sunday you plan to go indoors to 
celebrate Mass.  Please wear masks and maintain social distancing.  
  
YOU MAY ALSO REMAIN IN YOUR CAR.  Mass will be broadcast on 88.1 FM 
and online.  Communion will be brought to your car following Mass. If you 
plan to remain in your car, registration is not needed.  

Sign up at: mqoa.org/worship Or, call the office. 

FOLLOW ALONG WITH MASS 
 
If you are celebrating Mass in-person or watching Mass 
online, use this Mass Guide to follow along. Updated 
weekly with Sunday’s readings.  mqoa.org/worship 

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP -  
RECOGNIZE GOD IN YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS 

The Audacity of Holiness 

Do you know a holy person? I’m not talking about piety — that’s important, too, 
in its own way. But right now, I’m speaking of holiness. 

St. Therese of Lisieux called holiness “a disposition of the heart that makes us 
humble and little in the arms of God, aware of our weakness, and confident — in 
the most audacious way — in His Fatherly goodness.” 

The holy person sees a storm on the horizon of life, and rather than give 
themselves over to fear and despair (natural and understandable reactions), 
regards the gathering winds as an opportunity to rely more fully on God. The 
holy person takes a bad situation and sanctifies it with charity and understanding 
that defies our fallen human nature. 

Peter’s mother-in-law was still in the throes of a fever when Jesus grasped her 
hand. It wasn’t until she took his hand and allowed him to help her up that “the 
fever left her and she waited on them.” Before the fever could leave her, she had 
to commit to holiness — to put her trust in him in a most audacious way. She 
had to find it within herself to lift her weakened hand to grasp his — and as soon 
as she did, she was rewarded. Her bodily health restored, she gave thanks, and 
attended to his needs. 

God’s hand is always outstretched to us. Will we take it, even if the fever of sin 
and pride and worldly concerns rages in our souls? Will we muster the strength? 
Will we be audacious enough to have confidence in His Fatherly goodness? 

—Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS ©LPi 
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SOCIETY OF ST. VINCENT DE PAUL  

Many thanks to everyone who donated so generously to the St 
Vincent de Paul Society during the month of December. The final 
total for the month was an amazing $11,369.05! Our very generous 
anonymous donor, who has matched December contributions up 
to $10,000 for the last several years, has said that they will match 
the entire amount collected this year. So, in total, $22,738.10 was 
added to our treasury in December to help the needy in Salem. 
Your contributions have been especially appreciated during this 
pandemic, when so many people who have not needed help in the 
past are in need now due to COVID-related job loss or a reduction 
in work hours. We said a prayer of thanksgiving at our last Zoom 
meeting for our benefactors and also prayed for the health and 
safety of all of you. 

While we can't be at the church doors for our regular collections, 
you may place your donation in one of the collection boxes at St. 
Anne's, St James, or Immaculate Conception. Or, you may 
also mail checks made out to St. Vincent de Paul to:       

 Society of St. Vincent de Paul 
 158 Federal St. 
 Salem, MA. 01970 
 

Thank you for your continued generosity  
to help the needy in Salem. 

YOUR WEEKLY FINANCIAL SUPPORT MAKES 
EVERYTHING HAPPEN 

Everything we do at Mary, Queen of the Apostles 
Parish is supported by your prayerful and financial 
support.  

Your regular weekly contribution makes online 
ministries like Alpha, our streamed Adoration 
times, and recorded Masses happen, and 
supports our efforts to keep in touch, minister 
to, and serve our parishioners and beyond.  
 
If you have envelopes, please mail them to our 
office at 158 Federal Street. You can also drop 
them in our secure mailbox at the office door.  

 
  
You can give online via Venmo, 
Apple Pay, or PayPal with 
Givebutter; it’s quick and easy! 
Visit  www.givebutter.com/mqoa   
 
Become a sustaining giver, learn how you can 
support the parish with your Amazon purchases, 
and more at www.mqoa.org/donate  

 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR 
GENEROUS SUPPORT 

SCAN HERE TO 

VISIT OUR 

DONATION PAGE 



06    IN THE ARCHDIOCESE  

HOPE and HEALING for those with 
Substance Abuse Illnesses  

During COVID 
Due to restrictions on social gathering due 
to COVID-19, some recovery and support 
group meetings and programs are still not 
meeting.  Help and support is still available 
to those in need who are suffering with 
addiction. 

The Archdiocese of Boston, through their 
Opioid Task Force, has compiled a listing of 
resources to help those in need find online 
meetings, phone meetings, and even online 
chat functions to help maintain support in 
recovery for those with alcohol and or 
substance abuse issues.  

We encourage all in need at this time, 
including family members of those suffering 
from addiction, to visit the Archdiocesan  
Opioid Task Force website: http://
aarpss.org.    

Here you will find the information and a 
multitude of easily accessible resources.  

Celebrate National Marriage Week—Feb 7-14 

February 7 ~ Fifth Sunday of Ordinary Time  
 
Today’s Gospel recounts “a day in the life” of Jesus.  Visiting the home of 
Peter, Jesus cured Peter ’s mother-in-law.  Word spread of his presence and 
people came bringing the sick and those with various diseases, as well as 
those possessed with demons.  Jesus never turned away those who were 
in need of healing.  In the second reading, St. Paul reminds us that we 
have a responsibility to preach the gospel, to be disciples of Jesus 
Christ.  Even if your life is busy, take time to notice the person Jesus puts 
in your path—someone who is in need of a listening ear, a word of 

encouragement, a caring smile.  Be the face of Jesus to that person. 

Winter is here!   

Visit  our website or 

Facebook page for 

Mass and program 

updates or  

cancellations  due to 

the weather. Feast Day 
February 11 
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SHOP AT 

AMAZON?  

KEEP US IN MIND 

 
 

If you do shopping on Amazon 
this year, remember us!  For 
every purchase you make, MQOA 
will receive a percentage. 
 
Use the website link or QR Code:  
 
Amazon smile link:   
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/ 82-2263996 

Thank you for keeping MQOA in mind! 

 

 

 

 

A PLACE FOR YOU(NG ADULTS) 

20/30 is for young adults who are 
seeking purpose, worth, community, 
faith. We offer you an online space  to 
connect and grow, a space to share life 
experiences and build community.  

Check out our website and Facebook group to 
view our past and future “Connect to Grow” 
webinars, and to join us for upcoming events.  

Visit www.mqoa.org/2030 

Or, contact Steven Antonio at 

santonio@mqoa.org. Or, scan the 

QR Code to visit and join our 

Facebook group 

WE’RE BUILDING A NEW DATABASE OF 
PARISHIONERS  We’re starting fresh, so 
don’t be left out!  Please visit 
www.MQOA.org/info to register your 
household, even if you’ve been a 
registered parishioner for years. Or scan 
here: 

BE HEALED 

Tuesday, Feb. 9 at 7 PM 

via ZOOM 

At MQOA, we believe that 

God still heals in practical 

and visible ways today. 

Join us for this bilingual online Healing Prayer Service. 

Our Healing Team consists of trained priests and lay 

ministers who guide prayers of healing for physical, 

spiritual, and emotional needs.  

Visit our website to learn about how MQOA can help 

you find healing, through prayer, our Five Keys 

process, or the sacraments of reconciliation and the 

anointing of the sick.  

As our couples enter into their final 
two weeks of the Marriage Course, 
please continue to pray for them. 
 
The Marriage Course is a new 
program from the team that brought 
us Alpha. The Marriage Course is a 
series of seven sessions, designed to 

help couples invest in their relationship and build a 
strong marriage.  
 
So far our couples have explored such topics as 
strengthening connections, the importance of 
communication within a partnership, ways to resolve 
conflict in a positive way, and the power of forgiveness.   
 
This first series has been well received, so we are 
planning on offering the Marriage Course  again in the 
spring.  Keep a look out for future dates in our bulletin, 
on our website, or contact Steven Antonio, our Director 
of Family Engagement, if you would like to be added to 
an email list to be contacted with information about a 
future series.   
 

 santonio@mqoa.org 

Sacrament of Baptism 

If you are seeking Baptism 

for yourself or your child, 

please call the office or 

email our Pastoral 

Associate, Margo at mmorin@mqoa.org 
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We Offer products and services to 
meet all of your financial needs.

Auto Loans • Personal Loans 
RV Loans • Home Equity Lines of Credit 

First Mortgages • Second Mortgages

Make Luso American Credit
Union YOUR Credit Union!
37 Tremont Street, Peabody, MA

www.luso-american.com

978-531-5767

Contact Mac Economy to place an ad today! 
meconomy@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6442

Betsy Merry
President

508-641-6241
betsy@merryfoxrealty.com

TIM THOMPSON 
LANDSCAPING

Serving the Salem area for over 30 yrs.
FULL SERVICE  

LANDSCAPING & 
COMMERCIAL  

SNOW REMOVAL
781-632-0706

Proudly serving Mary Queen  
of the Apostles Parish

 Murphy Funeral Home
 85 Federal Street, Salem 
 978-744-0497
 www.MurphyFuneralHome.com
 Specializing in pre-planningFrancis J. Murphy

978-745-0500
265 Essex St Ste 103, Salem

www.dalyanddalylaw.com
Specializing in Elder Law

978-744-2270
levesquefunerals@comcast.net      www.levesquefunerals.com

Levesque Funeral Home
163 LAFAYETTE STREET • SALEM 

 Residential & Commercial
 Servicing Salem and the
 North Shore Since 1984

36-38 JEFFERSON AVE. • SALEM
978-744-3311

MA LIC.# A17458

TALBOT ELECTRIC
INC

Fairweather
Apartments

Affordable Senior Housing 
For Over 40 Years

 4 Convenient North Shore Locations

 • DANVERS
 • SALEM
 • PEABODY
 • BEVERLY

www.fairweather-apts.com

Call  978-744-7835
A POAH Community Professionally Managed by PHM, LLC


