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02   A MESSAGE FROM FR. MURRAY 

PARISH INFORMATION 

During this Lent, I 
have been reading 
(and sharing) 
some inspiring 
books about 
ministry and 
theology. These 
authors have 
reminded me that 

we are not in this alone — many 
people are trying to help us 
understand the breadth of the 
Christian mystery and what it 
means to serve God. This week, I 
wish to quote an Episcopalian 
priest, Rev. Stephanie Spellers, who 
has written a marvelous reflection 
that might help in these times. She 
writes:  

Looking closely at the witness of 
Scripture, we see a God who not 
only seeks relationship and union 
with the creation but who reaches 
out intentionally for everyone, and 
in particular,  for the outcast. 
Regardless of how unclean, 
unworthy, insignificant, or 
marginalized we may feel, or others 
may claim we are, the God of grace 
and welcome shatters every barrier 
to embrace us and draw us home. 

Lest we think the welcome is meant 
for us or our group alone, the 
Scriptures are filled with reminders 
to God’s chosen ones that they 
are not the only ones God 
welcomes. In Deuteronomy, Moses 
speaks to the Israelites as they 
journey from slavery in Egypt and 
through the wilderness. The 
frightened, tired, and confused clan 

no doubt sought comfort in the 
knowledge that their covenant with 
God made them special. They soon 
learned that there is no rest for 
God’s chosen ones. Instead, God’s 
people are called out for a special 
mission. 

‘The Lord your God is God of gods 
and Lord of lords, the great God, the 
mighty and awesome, who is not 
partial and takes no bribe, who 
executes justice for the orphan and 
the widow, and who loves the 
strangers, providing them with food 
and clothing. You shall also love the 
stranger, for you were strangers in 
the land of Egypt.’ (Deuteronomy 
10:17–19) 

It is true that God stands with God’s 
people through every trial, but not 
so that they will sit comfortably with 
the privilege of apparent divine 
favor. Now they have to stand in 
solidarity with, graciously receive 
and welcome the vulnerable ones 
within their community and beyond 
it whom they might find it most 
difficult to accept: the orphan, the 
widow, the stranger, the Other. God 
has done it for “us”.  Now “we” are 
called to respond in kind, literally 
imitating the God who graciously 
welcomed them. 

‘Is not this the fast I choose: to lose 
the bonds of injustice, to undo the 
thongs of the yoke, to let the 
oppressed go free and to break 
every yoke? Is it not to share your 
bread with the hungry, and bring 
the homeless poor into your house; 

when you see them naked, to cover 
them, and not to hide yourself from 
your own kin?” (Isaiah 58:6–7) 

God has made it clear: If you love 
me, you will work for liberation with 
the oppressed and marginalized in 
your midst, and you will share your 
home and food with those who 
have none. You will not hide from 
the brothers and sisters I have 
placed near you. Rather, you will 
actively go out to meet them and 
draw them to yourself, even if it is 
risky, even if you feel 
uncomfortable.  

A challenge in this challenging time.  

Building News: This week, painters 
will come to both churches to begin 
repainting spots   that have 
deteriorated over time. We will be 
also getting new LED lights in both 
churches after getting two bids for 
the work. The St. James tower work 
will restart, and we are beginning to 
look at the bricks on both churches 
that need repointing, repair, and 
cleaning. Stay tuned for more 
information. Thanks for your 
patience and support during this 
time.  

ST. JAMES CHURCH 

156 Federal St. Salem, MA 01970 

Conference Room: 

158 Federal St. 

Rear Hall: enter from rear parking 

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION 
CHURCH 

15 Hawthorne Blvd. Salem, MA 01970 

Rectory: 30 Union St. 

Parish Offices:  158 Federal St. Salem, MA 01970  |  978-745-9060  |   
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Peace, 
Father Murray 

The office is not open at this time. 
Please call to make an appointment. 
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 Durante esta Cuaresma, he citado 
textos de algunas personas que he 
estado leyendo. Es un esfuerzo para 
recordarme a mí mismo y a todos no-
sotros que no estamos solos en esto y 
que muchas personas están tratando 
de ayudarnos a comprender el aliento 
del misterio cristiano y lo que significa 
servir a Dios. Esta semana quisiera 
citar a una Sacerdote de la Iglesia 
Episcopal, Rev. Stephanie Speallars, 
quien ha escrito una maravillosa refle-
xión que podría ayudar en estos tiem-
pos. Aquí la tienen: 

Mirando de cerca el testimonio de las 
Escrituras, vemos a un Dios que no 
solo busca la relación y la unión con la 
creación, sino que se extiende inten-
cionalmente por todos, y en particular 
por los marginados. Independiente-
mente de cuán impuros, indignos, 
insignificantes o marginados nos sin-
tamos o que otros puedan afirmar 
que lo somos, el Dios de la gracia y la 
bienvenida rompe todas las barreras 
para abrazarnos y llevarnos a casa. 

Para que no pensemos que la bienve-
nida es solamente para nosotros o 
para nuestro grupo, las Escrituras es-
tán llenas de recordatorios para los 
que se sienten elegidos de Dios de 
que no son los únicos a quienes Dios 
les da la bienvenida. En Deuterono-
mio, Moisés les habla a los israelitas 
mientras salen de la esclavitud en 
Egipto y atraviesan el desierto. El clan 

asustado, cansado y confundido sin 
duda buscó consuelo al saber que su 
pacto con Dios los hacía especiales. 
Pronto aprendieron que no hay des-
canso para los elegidos de Dios. Por el 
contrario, el pueblo de Dios está lla-
mado a una misión especial. 

El Señor tu Dios es Dios de dioses y 
Señor de señores, el Dios grande, po-
deroso y temible, que no es parcial ni 
acepta sobornos, que hace justicia al 
huérfano y a la viuda, y que ama a los 
extranjeros, proporcionándoles comi-
da y ropa. Amarás también al extran-
jero, porque extranjeros fuisteis en la 
tierra de Egipto. (Deuteronomio 10: 
17-19) 

Es cierto que Dios está con su pueblo 
en cada prueba, pero no para que se 
sienten cómodamente con el privile-
gio del aparente favor divino. Ahora 
tienen que mostrarse solidarios, reci-
bir gentilmente y acoger a los vulnera-
bles dentro de su comunidad y más 
allá de ella, a quienes les resulte más 
difícil aceptar: el huérfano, la viuda, el 
extranjero, el Otro. Dios lo ha hecho 
por “nosotros”. Ahora "nosotros" esta-
mos llamados a responder de la mis-
ma manera, literalmente imitando al 
Dios que les dio la bienvenida… 

¿No es este el ayuno que elijo, soltar 
las ataduras de la injusticia, desatar 
las correas del yugo, dejar ir libres a 
los oprimidos y romper todo yugo? 
¿No es para compartir tu pan con los 

hambrientos y traer a tu casa a los 
pobres sin hogar; para cubrirlos cuan-
do los veas desnudos y no para es-
conderte de los tuyos? (Isaías 58: 6–7) 

Dios lo ha dejado claro: si me amas, 
trabajarás por la liberación de los 
oprimidos y marginados que están a 
tu alrededor, y compartirás tu hogar y 
tu comida con los que no tienen. No 
te esconderás de los hermanos y her-
manas que he puesto cerca de ti. Más 
bien, saldrás activamente para cono-
cerlos y atraerlos hacia ti, incluso si es 
arriesgado, incluso si te sientes incó-
modo. 

Es un reto en estos tiempos desafian-
tes. 

Noticias del edificio. Esta semana, los 
pintores vendrán a ambas iglesias 
para comenzar a pintar las manchas 
en áreas que se han deteriorado con 
el tiempo. También obtendremos 
nuevas luces LED en ambas iglesias 
después de recibir dos ofertas para el 
trabajo. El trabajo de la torre se reini-
ciará. Hemos empezado a ver en am-
bas iglesias los ladrillos que necesitan 
ser reubicados, reparados y limpia-
dos. Estén atentos para más informa-
ción. Gracias por su paciencia y apoyo 
durante este tiempo. 

Paz, Padre Murray 

Readings for the week of March 28, 2021 

Sunday: Mk 11:1-10 or Jn 12:12-16/Is 50:4-7/Ps 22:8-9, 17-18, 19-20, 23-24 [2a]/Phil 2:6-11/Mk 14:1—15:47 or 
  15:1-39  

Monday: Is 42:1-7/Ps 27:1, 2, 3, 13-14 [1a]/Jn 12:1-11 

Tuesday: Is 49:1-6/Ps 71:1-2, 3-4a, 5ab-6ab, 15 and 17 [cf. 15ab]/Jn 13:21-33, 36-38 

Wednesday: Is 50:4-9a/Ps 69:8-10, 21-22, 31 and 33-34 [14c]/Mt 26:14-25 

Thursday: Chrism Mass: Is 61:1-3a, 6a, 8b-9/Ps 89:1, 2-3, 3-4, 5-6 [2a]/Rv 1:5-8/Lk 4:16-21 

Evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper: Ex 12:1-8, 11-14/Ps 116:12-13, 15-16bc, 17-18 [cf. 1 Cor 10:16]/1 
 Cor 11:23-26/Jn 13:1-15 

Friday:  Is 52:13—53:12/Ps 31:2, 6, 12-13, 15-16, 17, 25 [Lk 23:46]/Heb 4:14-16; 5:7-9/Jn 18:1—19:42 

Saturday: Vigil: Gn 1:1—2:2 or 1:1, 26-31a/Ps 104:1-2, 5-6, 10, 12, 13-14, 24, 35 [30] or  Ps 33:4-5, 6-7, 12-13, 20-
  22 [5b]/Gn 22:1-18 or  22:1-2, 9a, 10-13, 15-18/Ps 16:5, 8, 9-10, 11 [1]/Ex 14:15—15:1/ Ex 15:1-2, 3-4, 
  5-6, 17-18 [1b]/Is 54:5-14/Ps 30:2, 4, 5-6, 11-12, 13 [2a]/Is 55:1-11/Is 12:2-3, 4, 5-6 [3]/Bar 3:9-15, 32—
  4:4/Ps  19:8, 9, 10, 11 [Jn 6:68c]/Ez 36:16-17a, 18-28/Ps 42:3, 5; 43:3, 4  [42:2] or Is 12:2-3, 4bcd, 5-6[3] 
  or Ps 51:12-13, 14-15, 18-19 [12a]/Rom 6:3-11/Ps 118:1-2, 16-17, 22-23/Mk 16:1-7 

Next Sunday: Acts 10:34a, 37-43/Ps 118:1-2, 16-17, 22-23 [24]/Col 3:1-4 or 1  Cor 5:6b-8/Jn 20:1-9 or Mk 16:1-7 or 
  Lk 24:13-35 
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FOLLOW ALONG WITH MASS 

If you are celebrating Mass in-person or 
watching Mass online, use 
this Mass Guide to follow 
along. Updated weekly with 
Sunday’s 
readings.  mqoa.org/
worship 

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP -  
RECOGNIZE GOD IN YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS 
Walk Every Step with Christ 

Holy Week is a week for being mindful. We must set loose 
the baggage of Lent, and not be deterred by the dazzling 
sunrise of Easter morning beckoning in the distance. 

It’s okay for us to be excited for Easter. We’ve waited so 
long, after all. In my opinion it’s one of the best feelings 
there is: the yearning we have in our hearts for the 
Resurrection as we embark on Palm Sunday. And in a 
purely logical sense, many of us have Easter celebrations 

for which we are preparing, and practical considerations to contend with. It’s 
going to be a busy week, one likely full of happy distractions.  

But my friends, we simply must keep our feet on the ground. Let’s not “skip” Holy 
Week. Resist the urge to flip to the last page of the book, to fast-forward to the 
final scene of the movie. Don’t rob yourself of the journey. This week is a blessed 
opportunity. It is this week that teaches us who we are. In the span of the 
Triduum, we have the birthday of the priesthood, the institution of the Eucharist, 
the sacrifice on Calvary and so many other vivid and meaningful scenes.  

It may sound strange, to advise someone to savor the moments of Holy Week. 
There are so many violent and heartrending moments, after all. But this is the 
valley of tears, remember — we are not in Heaven yet. And here, in our fallen, sin
-filled world, it is the heartrending moments that seem to matter the most.  

These are the moments that define us as Catholics. Live them. Cherish them. Be 
present for each one. 

—Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS ©LPi 

DURING OUTDOOR MASS 

**Listen in your car, from the church 
parking lot on 88.1 FM 

7:00 PM 

Online & 
St. James Parking Lot 

 
Bilingual 
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SOCIETY OF ST. VINCENT DE PAUL  
What better way to celebrate this Lenten and 
Easter season, especially in this year of the 
pandemic, than to help the needy in our own city? 
Due to national, state, and city regulations that 
were implemented to control the spread of the 
coronavirus, everyone has been impacted, and 
those with limited financial resources are being hit 
especially hard. We are still receiving calls for 
assistance from first-time callers whose work 
hours have been reduced or cut altogether. 
People are understandably concerned and fearful 
about being able to pay rent and utilities with 
reduced or no income.  

While we can't be at the church doors for our 
regular collections, you may place your donation 
in one of the collection boxes at St. Anne's, St 
James, or Immaculate Conception. Or, you may 
also mail checks made out to St. Vincent de Paul 
to:       

 Society of St. Vincent de Paul 
 158 Federal St. 
 Salem, MA. 01970 
 
For the last month, your donations helped to fund 
$16,515 in assistance to the poor in Salem, 
including $10,205 for overdue rent to avoid 
eviction; $2,591 for past due electricity and fuel 
bills to avoid shut off of those utilities; $2,662 for 
food vouchers; and $960 for miscellaneous items 
such as beds and bedding, and storage charges to 
avoid auction of a client's entire belongings 
following loss of her job and apartment. Because 
we are a volunteer organization, our operating 
expenses were just $97 for phones and postage. 
We gratefully acknowledge your generous 
contributions which help the needy of Salem.  

Thank you for helping the needy in Salem. 

YOUR PARISH ~ SUPPORTING YOU 
YOUR WEEKLY FINANCIAL SUPPORT  

MAKES EVERYTHING HAPPEN 
Everything we do at Mary, Queen of the Apostles Parish is 
supported by your prayerful and financial support.  

Your regular weekly 
contribution makes online 
ministries like Alpha, our 
streamed Adoration times, 
and recorded Masses 
happen, and supports our 
efforts to keep in touch, 
minister to, and serve our 
parishioners and beyond.  

 
IF YOU HAVE ENVELOPES, please mail them to our 
office at 158 Federal Street. You can also drop them in 
our secure mailbox at the office door.  
 

WESHARE: Set up  a  recurring or  a     
one-time offertory donation using your 
checking account or any major credit 
card.  If you are able, please consider 
setting up a recurring donation.  
 
YOU CAN GIVE ONLINE USING  
TEXT-TO-GIVE OR THE QR CODE: 
GIVEBUTTER is a quick and easy way to 
give using your Venmo, Apple Pay, 
Google Pay, PayPal, or any major credit 
cards.  
• Text: “MQOA” TO (202) 858-1233 
• Scan the QR Code.  
• Visit:  www.givebutter.com/mqoa   
 

BECOME A SUSTAINING GIVER:  
Learn how you can support the parish with your 
Amazon purchases, and more at www.mqoa.org/
donate  

FOR YOUR 
GENEROUS 
SUPPORT 

THANK YOU 
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Info Night on Zoom | April 2 at 7 PM 

The Knights of Columbus are building a 
NEW parish-based council within the 
MQOA Catholic Community.  You only 
need to give 2 hours a month of your time 
to express and live your Catholic faith in 
charity.  

We'd love for you to join us.  Visit the 
“Event Page” on the church’s Facebook 
page to find a link  for the meeting:  
https://fb.me/e/3mlB3dxLQ 
 
Or, reach out to Peter Mercier 
(petermercierrocks@gmail.com) or Peter 
Brau (peterbrau@yahoo.com) for details 
or if  you have any questions." 

7:00 PM 

Online & 
IC Side Lawn 

 
Bilingual 

Have a question? Want to check in for a moment? 
Need prayer? Just want to say hi? Join Margo for 
office hours on Mondays  during Lent, 10-11AM, 
on Zoom.   

Join our MQOA Connections Facebook page 
(search for this private group on Facebook), and 
Margo will post the link to Zoom every Monday. 

Palm Sunday of the Lord’s Passion 

All of today’s readings for the beginning of Holy Week are 
familiar.  As you listen to them, what is God ’s invitation to you?  Is it 
the words of Isaiah that “the Lord has given me a well-trained 
tongue that I might know how to speak to the weary. . .”  Is it the 
words of St. Paul, “…at the name of Jesus . . . every tongue confess 
that Jesus Christ is Lord. . . ” Is it the words of Jesus to Peter, “Could 
you not keep watch. . .The spirit is willing but the flesh is weak.” As 
you enter into the sacred mysteries of this holy week, pray for the 
grace to express with renewed conviction your belief that Jesus 
Christ is Lord of your life.  That deserves an ALLELUIA! 

COMING UP | SAVE THE DATE | ONLINE EVENTS 

SUNDAY, APRIL 18, 2021 AT 7:30 PM  

The Prayer Course | 8-week Series 

An eight-week journey through the Lord's Prayer with host Margo 
Morin. 

The series is offered online so you can experience it from the 
comfort of your own home. 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 21, 2021 AT 8 PM – 10 PM  

Marriage Course #2 | 7-Week Series 

Whether your relationship is hurting, stagnant 
or #relationshipgoals - this course is for you! 

We want to help you set aside intentional time to focus on 
bettering your relationship. Each week, you will be encouraged to 
create a date night atmosphere . . . set aside distractions, light a 
candle, and pour a drink before you click to join the call together in 
the comfort of your own home. 

Register today to reserve your spot, receive our Date Night Kit, and 
take a step to prioritize what's most important this April.  

Visit our website of Facebook page for information or to register. 

 

MQOA is on What'sApp! Join the MQOA 

Comunidad Espanola con este código 
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Catholic Appeal | This is our Church 

Our 2021 Catholic Appeal campaign is well 
underway.  Together, we have raised $10,911 
toward our parish goal of $36,6632. Our heartfelt 
thanks to all who have participated, especially 
during this difficult year.  Your generosity will 
benefit hundreds of pastoral, charitable, and 

educational programs at work within the Archdiocese of Boston, 
and at MQOA. 

We recognize that many of you may be navigating your own 
financial challenges but ask for your prayerful consideration of a 
gift to the 2021Catholic Appeal at whatever level is comfortable for 
you.  Every gift, regardless of the size, is meaningful and can make 
an impact.  If you have not received a Catholic Appeal letter or 
email request, donations can be made on line 
at www.bostoncatholicappeal.org, or scan the QR code, or mail to: The 
Catholic Appeal, RCAB Pastoral Center, 66 Brooks Drive, Braintree, 
MA  02184.  (In memo line:  MQOA #504 ) 

Your participation in our parish Appeal is very much 
appreciated by our parish and the thousands that 
are served through the Archdiocesan Central 
Ministries. 

This is our Church and when you support the 
Appeal, you support us! Thank you!  

Walk with Jesus during Holy Week 

Eucharist Adoration  

Tuesdays, 7 PM | Online 

Stations of the Cross  
www.mqoa.org/news/

stations 

• Listen  at your convenience. 

• Outdoor Stations of the Cross 

        Self–guided, IC side lawn 

WALK THE STATIONS OF THE CROSS  
A reminder, we have outdoor Stations of the Cross, 
located at the side yard at IC.  Walk and pray the 
traditional Stations of the Cross, follow and pray with 
Bishop Barron (Word On Fire), say the Scriptural 
Stations  given to us by St. Pope John Paul II, or find 
Stations to follow for special intentions at the USCCB 
website.   

At the First Station you will find a QR Code that will 
take you to our “Stations of the Cross” page on our 
website where you will find links to these various 
Stations of the Cross, including the Stations in 
Spanish.  In addition, you will find additional 
information and prayer resources. 

In your brower you can also go to: www.mqoa.org/
news/stations 

At the first station, use 
the QR Code to access 
links to various       Sta-
tions of the Cross to 
follow along to. 

 
 
 
 
 
A six-week series covering 

the Catholic Faith with talks 
and discussions on Zoom  

 
Last  talk is this Sunday,        

7 PM  
See our website for more 

information. 

4:00 PM | Online 
& St. James  

Parking Lot,  Bilingual 
 

4 PM ~ Online | English 
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TIM THOMPSON 
LANDSCAPING

Serving the Salem area for over 30 yrs.
FULL SERVICE  
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COMMERCIAL  

SNOW REMOVAL
781-632-0706

Proudly serving Mary Queen  
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 Murphy Funeral Home
 85 Federal Street, Salem 
 978-744-0497
 www.MurphyFuneralHome.com
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INC

Fairweather
Apartments

Affordable Senior Housing 
For Over 40 Years

 4 Convenient North Shore Locations

 • DANVERS
 • SALEM
 • PEABODY
 • BEVERLY

www.fairweather-apts.com

Call  978-744-7835
A POAH Community Professionally Managed by PHM, LLC


