
 

St. John The Beloved Parish

Pastor: Very Rev. Joseph Piekarski 

Our Mission: “Growing a welcoming community of disciples through participation  
in the sacraments, service, prayer and ongoing formation.”

Parish Office: 
907 Milltown Road

Sherwood Park

Wilmington, DE 19808


Phone: (302) 999-0211


August 9, 2020

Liturgy Schedule 
Saturday	 	 5:00 p.m.

Sunday     	 	 7:30 a.m.

	 	 	 9:30 a.m.

                  	            11:30 a.m.

	 	 	 5:00 p.m.

Weekday Masses  
Monday - Saturday 	 8:00 a.m. 
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CHURCH STAFF 
Very Rev. Joseph Piekarski, V.F., Pastor        
Rev. Marek Szczur, Associate Pastor                  
Deacon Thomas A. Bailey           
Deacon Dennis Wuebbels        
Deacon Mark Fontana       
Mr. Frank Julian, Parish Administrator  
Mrs. Sue O’Hanlon, Bookkeeper             
Dr. Lisa Papili Carlsen, D.M.A.,  
Director of Liturgy and Music 
Mr. Kevin Duffy, Facilities Manager  
Mrs. Jennifer DiBella, Communications 
Mrs. Marie Malatesta, Safe Environments 
Coordinator 
PARISH OFFICE RECEPTIONIST 
(302) 999-0211 
Mrs. Trish Tucker                                         
Ms. Linda Mondzelewski                  

PARISH OUTREACH (Volunteer Today) 
(302) 994-7867 
Mr. Jamie Moulthrop, Coordinator                

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION OFFICE 
(302) 994-7757   email: reled@sjbde.org 
Mrs. Dolores Ballintyn, Director                            
Miss Lara D. Ballintyn, Administrative  Assistant     

St. JOHN THE BELOVED SCHOOL  
(302) 998-5525    email: 
sjtbschooloffice@saintjohnthebeloved.org 
Mr. Richard Hart, Principal                                                
Mrs. Mary Lou Soltys, Vice Principal                
Mrs. Sharon Breznitsky, Admissions                                      

Welcome to St. John the Beloved Parish. 

Please visit SJBDE.org and click on the “Join Our 
Parish” button to register to become a member of 
our faith community. 

Parishioners, please take a minute to update your 
information at 
wilmington.parishsoftfamilysuite.com. 

We appreciate your assistance. Thank you! 

Lectors and Altar Server Schedules are posted 
online at SJBDE.org/liturgical-schedules.

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE (Confession)  
Reconciliation is available on Saturdays from 4 to 4:45 
p.m. in the sacristies.  Masks are required.


SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 
To schedule a Baptismal Preparation Class please call 
the Parish Office at (302) 999-0211.


SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE 
Please complete our online Wedding Form at  
SJBDE.org one year prior to the wedding. 


SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK  Anyone 
seriously ill, or facing surgery, please call a priest to 
make arrangements.


HOLY DAY MASSES As announced.


DEVOTIONS - MONDAYS  
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament - suspended until 
further notice.


Adult Choir - suspended until further notice. 

 

Holy Spirit Prayer Group - suspended until further 
notice.


First Saturday Devotions with the Blue Army are held 
monthly beginning with 8 a.m. Mass.        


Legion of Mary - suspended until further notice. 

Lazarus Ministry helps those who have lost a loved 
one. More at SJBDE.org/lazarus-ministry. 


Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) Are you 
interested in becoming a member of the Catholic faith, 
or in learning more about the Church? For information 
please call the parish office. 


Sunday Reading Discussion - suspended until further 
notice.


The Blessed Virgin Mary Sodality meets the first 
Sunday of the month at 7:30 a.m. Mass to honor our 
Blessed Mother, (September - June). Please join us after 
mass to pray the rosary.   


CATHOLIC CEMETERIES: 
All Saints: 737-2524 
Cathedral: 656-3323 

Gate of Heaven: 732-3690 
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 A NOTE FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK
The phrase, “To walk on water” is 
a connotation that highly ranks 
someone.  When the disciples 
respond to Jesus literally walking 
on water as “You are certainly the 
Son of God,” we assume that the 
disciples were amazed at His 
physical proof that Jesus was 
more than just a man.  For the 
ancient world, the sea and lakes 
stood for chaos and they were 
afraid of it.  Therefore, Our Lord’s 
walk on water signifies His power 

over all things that frighten us.

 

Peter was beckoned by Christ to join Him.  And Peter walked on water relying on the power of Jesus.  
When Peter began trusting in himself more than God, he was drowning.  He needed Jesus’ hand to 
reach out and save him.  Today, our lives are so full of turmoil that we often feel like we are drowning.  
The fear and obstacles of the pandemic, economic uncertainty, civil unrest, political tension, as well as 
our personal anxiety and responsibilities can define our lives as chaotic.  It is then, that we have to trust 
in Jesus.

 

Even if we should falter, even if we should make mistakes, the Lord is still there for us, reaching out His 
hand, keeping us from being engulfed by chaos, smiling at our feeble attempts to trust in ourselves 
instead of Him, gently chiding us about our lack of faith.


The Solemnity of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary is Saturday, 
August 15th and since it falls on a Saturday, this year it is not a Holy Day of 

Obligation.  Nevertheless, it is a beautiful feast that celebrates the Dormition or "falling asleep" of 
the Mother of God.  We believe that Mary fell asleep in death and both her perfect soul and pure 
body were taken immediately to heaven.  A Vigil Mass for the Assumption will be offered on Friday 
evening, August 14 at 6:30 p.m. and on Saturday morning at 8:00 a.m. 
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Your gifts make a meaningful difference to St. 

John The Beloved Parish's ministries and programs. 

We wish to extend a sincere THANKS to everyone 

who financially supports our parish through weekly 

giving, special collections, one-time gifts, and all of 

the other avenues of giving (e.g. volunteering your 

time and talent). Everyone's income and needs are 

different, and each gift is understood to be a 

sacrifice given for the greater good. May God Bless 

your efforts. We appreciate all you do. Thank you. 

Readings for the week of August 9, 2020 

Sunday: 1 Kgs 19:9a, 11-13a/Ps 85:9, 10, 11-12, 
13-14 [8]/Rom 9:1-5/Mt 14:22-33  

Monday: 2 Cor 9:6-10/Ps 112:1-2, 5-6, 7-8, 9 [5]/Jn 
12:24-26

Tuesday: Ez 2:8—3:4/Ps 119:14, 24, 72, 103, 111, 
131 [103a]/Mt 18:1-5, 10, 12-14

Wednesday: Ez 9:1-7; 10:18-22/Ps 113:1-2, 3-4, 5-6 
[4b]/Mt 18:15-20

Thursday: Ez 12:1-12/Ps 78:56-57, 58-59, 61-62 [cf. 
7b]/Mt 18:21—19:1

Friday:	Ez 16:1-15, 60, 63 or 16:59-63/Is 12:2-3, 
4bcd, 5-6 [1c]/Mt 19:3-12

Saturday: Vigil: 1 Chr 15:3-4, 15-16; 16:1-2/Ps 
132:6-7, 9-10, 13-14 [8]1 Cor 15:54b-57/Lk 
11:27-28. Day: Rv 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab/Ps 45:10, 
11, 12, 16 [10bc]/1 Cor 15:20-27/Lk 1:39-56

Next Sunday:	 Is 56:1, 6-7/Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8 [4]/Rom 
11:13-15, 29-32/Mt 15:21-28

Thank you for your continued generosity to the parish 
as your gift for the good things God has given you.

Offertory for July 26, 2020                             $    13, 185.00 
Building & Maintenance		                                  452.00

Votives /Poor Box	 	 	 	        212.55

Outreach	 	 	 	 	          13.00

Other 	 	    	        	 	 	          20.00	 

Total Parish Collections                     $   13, 882.55

St. Vincent DePaul	 	 	 	     1,492.00

Diocesan Collections	 	 	                       36.00

Total Collections            $   15, 410.55          

June Online Giving                         $   25, 835.63 

Saints and Special Observances 

Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
7:30 a.m.        	  Vincent & Jeanette August


	 	 9:30 a.m.	  Francis Lynch

	            11:30 a.m.	  Our Parish Family

	 	 5:00 p.m.	  Deceased Members of the 	
	 	 	 	  Gutmann Family


Monday: Saint Lawrence, Deacon and Martyr 
8:00 a.m. 	 Joe & Bunny McPolin

	 	 Louis Pacelli 

Tuesday: Saint Clare, Virgin 
8:00 a.m.   	 Agnes Dworsky


                  	 	  	 Edith & Dominick Carucci


Wednesday: Saint Jane Frances de  
Chantal, Religious 
  	 	 8:00 a.m..   	 Santos Balan

    	 	 	  	 Bryan J. Kosc


Thursday: Saints Pontian, Pope and Hippolytus, Priest, 
Martyrs 8:00 a.m..  	 Francis & Marie Murray


	 	 Jason & Aleen Smith


Friday: Saint Maximillian Kolbe, Priest and Martyr 
          	    	 8:00 a.m.	 Oligerd Musik

	 	 	 	 Carol Drejka


Assumption	 6:30 p.m.	 Helen Creswell

Vigil  

Saturday: The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
8:00 a.m.	 Deceased Members of 

	 	    Makavage Family

	             Larry Cylc

	 	 Jennette Ciotti

	             Thomas Henry

	 	 James P. Naughton

5:00 p.m.         Elba Kempski


Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
7:30 a.m.        	  Donna Blansfield


	 	 9:30 a.m.	  W. Scott Duncan

	            11:30 a.m.	  Dr. Michael Balsamo

	 	 5:00 p.m.	  Our Parish Family
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 PARISH NEWS

Please remember in your prayers all those 
who have gone before us and the recently 
deceased of the St. John the Beloved Parish 
Community.  


Eternal rest grant unto them,  O Lord, and let 

perpetual light shine upon them.  

  + Thomas L. Gildea 
  + Rev. Leonard Blakely 
  + Josephine Bloch 
  + Grace Freebery 
  + Evan Steinberger 
  + John Francis Higgins  
  + Sharon Lupinski 
  + Joseph F. Maier, Sr. 
  + James Naughton           

+ Robert F. (Bob) Miller 
+ Andrew Scott Riley 
+ Donna M. Williams  

May their soul, and the souls of all the faithful 

departed, through the mercy of  God, rest in peace.   

Amen. 

Every Outreach donation goes to assist those members 
of our community most in need. Visit sjbde.org/outreach 
to learn more. Thank you. 

___    soup, beans, rice,

___    canned fruit and vegetables

___    mac & cheese

___    pasta, pasta sauce

___    peanut butter and jelly

___    tuna, canned meats

___    breakfast cereal  

___    shampoo, deodorant

___    body wash, bath soap (toiletry items) 

___    toothpaste and toothbrushes


*If you are able, please prayerfully consider making a 
donation to Outreach via online giving @ sjbde.org/
connect-now-giving, or add to the collection at 
Mass. Thank you.    

Your help is needed and appreciated. Please 
sign up to assist after Mass. Volunteer by 
completing the form online at SJBDE.org. Thank 
you. 

Effective August 1, 2020 (Update):

 
All parish facilities (including the parish office) will remain closed until further notice. 
 
The only activities in the church will be:


1. Daily Mass at 8:00 AM - Monday through Saturday;

2. Weekend masses at 5:00 PM Saturday and 7:30, 9:30 and 11:30 AM and 5:00 PM on Sunday;

3. A 6:30 PM mass (Vigil of the Assumption) on Friday, August 14;

4. Rosaries that are said after the 8:30 AM mass - Please remain in the same pew;

5. First Saturday prayers - no candles, no procession, remain in the same pew; and,

6. Scheduled weddings, funerals, and baptisms - with social distancing and attendance limitations in 

effect.


All other on-site meetings, organizational events, sports activities, social events, etc. are suspended 
until further notice. If you have questions, please kduffy@sjbde.org at Facilities Management Office.

Outreach is in need of canned vegetables, of every 
sort. Additional items needed include peanut butter 
and personal hygiene products (deodorant, 
toothpaste, body wash).

Outreach also needs your bags! Large shopping bags 
from department stores, plastic bags for groceries, 
and paper grocery bags as well. You can drop them 
off in the bin at St. John the Beloved, or bring them 
directly to Outreach.

As always, THANK YOU! for helping those most in 
need via Outreach. Look to help @ SJBDE.org/
Outreach.
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 INSPIRE 

SAINT JUNIPERO SERRA, the Franciscan priest who founded nine of California’s missions, was a model of 
perseverance and strong faith. Despite a chronic foot infection, Serra walked more miles in his career than the 
expeditions of Lewis and Clark and Marco Polo combined, all to spread the Good News.

It was perhaps providential that the founders of Serra International, the organization of lay Catholics who promote 
vocations, chose Fr. Junipero Serra as their patron in 1935. Now, even more than then, the work of promoting 
vocations requires perseverance and strong faith. Please continue to pray for an increase in vocations to 
priesthood, sisterhood, and brotherhood, and for all vocations to the consecrated life. Serra for priestly and religious vocations


 CELEBRATE MASS AT HOME
To abide by social distancing, take advantage of the 
many wonderful spiritual exercises available on 
television and websites:

•Sunday Mass at St. John the 
Beloved www.youtube.com/channel/SJBDE, online 
3 p.m. Sat.

•EWTN Daily Mass is live-streamed every weekday 
at 8:00 a.m., 12:00 p.m., and 7:00 p.m.

That those who have been given so much in their vocations as priests, deacons and consecrated 
men and women will imitate the Lord’s generosity as they live that gift, we pray to the Lord. 

AMEN

Connect with SJBDE online on Facebook for daily Posts.
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Visit SJBDE.org for Parish News, Daily readings and More.

Links
• Marriage – Unique for a Reason
• For the Sake of God’s Children
• For Your Marriage
• Por Tu Matrimonio
• Learn how the Saint Francis 

LIFE Center is helping seniors 
stay safely in their homes during 
this time of pandemic, on the 
July 25th edition of Catholic 
Forum

Have you ever wondered about the wood cabinet with the glass doors in the left corner of the sanctuary? 

The cabinet is a type of Ambry (from the Latin armarium "a place for keeping tools"; or like the modern 
word 'armoire'). Originally, ambries were recessed cabinets in the walls of Christian churches used to store 
sacred vessels and vestments. In modern day Roman Catholic usage, they are most often used to store 

the holy oils used in sacraments.  

On Thursday, July 16, 2020 at the Cathedral of Saint 
Peter, the Diocese of Wilmington held its Chrism 
Mass (postponed from its traditional date during Holy 
Week because of the pandemic). The Chrism Mass, 
one of the most solemn and important liturgies of the 
liturgical year, takes its name from the blessing by 
the bishop of the holy oils to be used in the 
sacraments throughout the year, which are then 
given to priests/ministers to take back to their 
parishes.  
The Holy Oils are: 
•Sacred Chrism (S.C.) – used in the sacraments of 
Baptism, Confirmation and Holy Orders, as well as 
for the consecration of altars and the dedication of 
churches. 
•Oil of catechumens (O.C. or O.S., Oleum 
sanctum) – also used in the sacrament of Baptism
•Oil of the Sick (O.I., Oleum infirmorum) – used in 
the rite of the Anointing of the Sick

Our pastor, Fr. Joe attended the Chrism Mass and 
brought back our annual parish supply of the sacred 
oils for use in our parish throughout the coming 
year. The Chrism Mass was streamed live on the 
diocesan YouTube Channel. Copy and paste to view 
online at > https://youtu.be/dgjP5Accqes. 

St. John the Beloved Parish  invite your children from Pre-
K through 8th grade to participate in our Religious 
Education program. Please see all the information 
provided below. If you have any questions, please call the 
office at 994-7757 or email the staff via reled@sjbde.org. 
Thank you.


St. John the Beloved Outreach would like to thank the High 
School Youth Group from Resurrection 
Parish for joining us last week for their 
"Work Camp.” They did a great job and 
learned a lot. If you, or someone you know 
is looking for volunteer hours, please visit 
SJBDE.org/Outreach to learn more. 
Contact: Mr. Jamie Moulthrop, Coordinator 
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For inspirational updates Connect with SJBDE at Instagram, & Twitter.

  

  

•

NAVIGATING OUR JOURNEY OF FAITH 

One fallout from covid-19 is that many of us find we have extra time on our hands.  “Sheltering 
in place” is not something active people find easy to do.  So the question becomes, how can we 
make the best use of this time?  A good answer is to consider making a deeper commitment to 
God by embarking on the journey of faith known as RCIA; the process through which non-
Catholics become good Catholics, and good Catholics become better Catholics. 

PURSUING TRUTH   

The first step on the journey is to ask yourself:    

• Is God calling me to make a deeper commitment at this point in my life? 

• Am I a person that has not been baptized? 

• Do I identify as a Catholic but have had no formalized formation in the faith? 

• Have I been baptized in a Protestant denomination but now seek membership in the 
Catholic Church? 

RCIA is a place where you can learn more about the Catholic faith, pray, discern, ask questions, 
and through one another encounter God’s presence.  No matter what your circumstances are 
there is a place for you at the RCIA table at St. John’s.  So, the next step on the journey is to 
find out more about RCIA.  Detailed information is available on the parish website at 
www.sjbde.org.  To find out how you may participate call the Parish Office, 302-999-0211.       

 A JOURNEY TO THE HEART OF THE FAITH 

              RCIA 
The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults
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Learn More about St. John the Beloved Catholic School online at  SJBDEL.org. 
To register your child(ren) for Religious Education go to sjbde.org/religious-ed-program.

Nineteenth Sunday In Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon: 
Look to your covenant, O Lord, 

And forget not the life of your poor ones for ever.

Arise, O God, and defend your cause, 

And forget not the cries of those who seek you. 


 

Penitential Act  

Gloria in Excelsis 

Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to 
people of good will. We praise you, we bless you, 
we adore you, we glorify you, we give you thanks 
for your great glory, Lord God, heavenly King, O 
God, almighty Father. Lord Jesus Christ, only 
begotten Son,Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the 
Father, you take away the sins of the  world, have 
mercy on us; you take away the sins of the  world, 
receive our prayer; you are seated at the right hand 
of the Father, have mercy on us. For you alone are 
the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are 
the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in 
the glory of God the Father. Amen. 


Liturgy of the Word  

Reading 1 
1 KGS 19:9A, 11-13A 

At the mountain of God, Horeb,

Elijah came to a cave where he took shelter. 

Then the LORD said to him,

“Go outside and stand on the mountain before the 
LORD;

the LORD will be passing by.” 

A strong and heavy wind was rending the 
mountains

and crushing rocks before the LORD—

but the LORD was not in the wind. 

After the wind there was an earthquake—

but the LORD was not in the earthquake. 

After the earthquake there was fire—

but the LORD was not in the fire. 

After the fire there was a tiny whispering sound. 

When he heard this,

Elijah hid his face in his cloak

and went and stood at the entrance of the cave.


Responsorial Psalm

PS 85:9, 10, 11-12, 13-14


R. (8) Lord, let us see your kindness, and grant 
us your salvation. 
I will hear what God proclaims;

the LORD — for he proclaims peace.

Near indeed is his salvation to those who fear him,

glory dwelling in our land.

R. Lord, let us see your kindness, and grant us 
your salvation. 
Kindness and truth shall meet;

justice and peace shall kiss.

Truth shall spring out of the earth,

and justice shall look down from heaven.

R. Lord, let us see your kindness, and grant us 
your salvation. 
The LORD himself will give his benefits;

our land shall yield its increase.

Justice shall walk before him,

and prepare the way of his steps.

R. Lord, let us see your kindness, and grant us 
your salvation. 

Reading 2 
ROM 9:1-5 

Brothers and sisters: I speak the truth in Christ, I do 
not lie; my conscience joins with the Holy Spirit in 
bearing me witness that I have great sorrow and 
constant anguish in my heart. 

For I could wish that I myself were accursed and 
cut off from Christ for the sake of my own people, 
my kindred according to the flesh.  

They are Israelites; theirs the adoption, the glory, 
the covenants,

the giving of the law, the worship, and the promises;

theirs the patriarchs, and from them,

according to the flesh, is the Christ,

who is over all, God blessed forever. Amen.


Alleluia 
PS 130:5 

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

I wait for the Lord;

my soul waits for his word.
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Visit SJBDE.org for more. To submit an announcement in our bulletin, go to sjbde.org/submit-bulletin.

Gospel

MT 14:22-33


After he had fed the people, Jesus made the 
disciples get into a boat

and precede him to the other side,

while he dismissed the crowds. 

After doing so, he went up on the mountain by 
himself to pray. 

When it was evening he was there alone. 

Meanwhile the boat, already a few miles offshore,

was being tossed about by the waves, for the wind 
was against it. 

During the fourth watch of the night,

he came toward them walking on the sea. 

When the disciples saw him walking on the sea 
they were terrified. 

“It is a ghost,” they said, and they cried out in fear. 

At once Jesus spoke to them, “Take courage, it is I; 
do not be afraid.” 

Peter said to him in reply,

“Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on 
the water.” 

He said, “Come.” 

Peter got out of the boat and began to walk on the 
water toward Jesus. 

But when he saw how strong the wind was he 
became frightened;

and, beginning to sink, he cried out, “Lord, save 
me!” 

Immediately Jesus stretched out his hand and 
caught Peter,

and said to him, “O you of little faith, why did you 
doubt?” 

After they got into the boat, the wind died down. 

Those who were in the boat did him homage, 
saying,

“Truly, you are the Son of God.”


Homily 
 
Profession of Faith 


The Nicene Creed

I believe in one God, 
the Father almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all things visible and invisible. 

I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
the Only Begotten Son of God, 
born of the Father before all ages. 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, consubstantial with the 
Father; through him all things were made. 

For us men and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven, 
and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin 
Mary, and became man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate, 
he suffered death and was buried, 
and rose again on the third day 
in accordance with the Scriptures. 
He ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory 
to judge the living and the dead 
and his kingdom will have no end. 


I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of 
life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is adored and 
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. 

I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic 
Church. I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness 
of sins and I look forward to the resurrection of the 
dead and the life of the world to come.    Amen. 


Liturgy of the Eucharist 


Preparation of the Altar and the Gifts 

Prayer over the offerings 

The Eucharistic Prayer 

Holy, holy, holy Lord God of hosts. Heaven and 
earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

Memorial Acclamation 

When we eat this bread and drink this cup, we 
proclaim your Death, O Lord, until you come again. 

Amen 


Communion Rite 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Blessing The Breaking of the Bread 

Dismissal 


