
 

St. Vincent de Paul Parish is a welcoming faith 

community inspired by God’s love to serve others,  

share our gifts, and nurture souls.  

STEWARDSHIP QUESTION: We have been hidden in the dark.  

Shouldn’t our intentional stewardship allow us to see the light of 

Christ?    Ephesians 5:8-14 

OUR M ISS ION  

Pastor :  Rev. John B. Boyle 

Pastors Emeriti: Rev. William P. Ward, Rev. Paul Mullen 

Permanent Deacon:  Joseph LaCorte 

Deacons Emeriti:  Joseph D’Aiello; Brian Drury 

Mass Schedule 

Saturday 4:00pm 

Sunday   8:30am  &  11:15am 

Daily Mass: Mon, Tues, Wed & Fri 

                         9:00am 

Reconciliation 

Mondays in March 5:30pm — 7pm 

Saturdays:  3pm—3:30pm 

Other times by appointment 

Sacrament of Baptism 

Parents/legal guardians are to call Parish 

Office to schedule preparation.   Baptism 

preparatory classes are held in the Re-

source Center the second Thursday of each 

month.  

Sacrament of Marriage  

If you are thinking about marriage in the 

next 6 months, it it time to contact the Par-

ish Office.  After speaking with the Office,  

you need to register for a Diocesan Pre-

Cana session.  Visit the diocesan website to 

find more details:  https://

www.dioceseofscranton.org/parish –life/

community/marriage/marriage-

preparation 

Anointing of the Sick 

As an aid to comfort and strengthen the 

sick, the sacrament is administered to 

those advanced in years, those preparing 

for surgery, and those in danger of death. 

Contact the Parish Office to make arrange-

ments. 

MARCH 22, 2020 
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1 Sm 16:1b, 6-7, 10
-13a/Ps 23:1-3a, 
3b-4, 5, 6 [1]/Eph 
5:8-14/Jn 9:1-41  

Is 65:17-21/Ps 
30:2 and 4, 5-6, 
11-12a and 13b  

Ez 47:1-9, 12/Ps 
46: 2-3, 5-6, 8-9/
Jn 5:1-16 

Is 7:10-14; 8:10/Ps 
40:7-8a, 8b-9, 10, 
11 [8a and 9a] 

Ex 32:7-14/Ps 
106:19-20, 21-22, 
23 [4a]/Jn 5:31-
47 

Wis 2:1a, 12-22/Ps 
34:17-18, 19-20, 21 
and 23 [19a]]/Jn 
7:1-2, 10, 25-30 

Jer 11:18-20/Ps 
7:2-3, 9bc-10, 11-
12 [2a]/Jn 7:40-
53 

 Ez 37:12-14/Ps 130:1
-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8 [7/
Rom 8:8-11/Jn 11:1-
45 or 11:3-7, 17, 20-
27, 33b-45 

SUN 

22nd 
MON 

23rd 
TUES 

24TH 
WED 

25TH 

SUN 

29th 
SAT 

28thj 
FRI 

27TH 
THURS 

26TH 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 

Fourth Sunday of Lent – A                                         March 22, 2020 

PastorPastorPastorPastor’’’’s Corners Corners Corners Corner::::    
Pastor’s Corner: 

"The very act of lighting a candle is a prayer." This is one of 
Brother David Steindl-Rast’s reflections on the power of light. 
Brother David, a Benedictine monk, was born in Vienna, Austria. 
He is internationally known for his active participation in interfaith 
dialogue and his insights on the interaction 
between spirituality and science. The simple practice of lighting a 
candle with intention can help us focus on the Light of Hope 
instead of despair; the Light of Compassion, that replaces 
isolation; the Light of Mercy, that opens our eyes to the presence 
of grace in our lives. "The very act of lighting a candle," witnesses 
our commitment to resist the darkness of conflict, violence and 
poverty that covers so many places in our world. "The very act of 
lighting a candle" is a sign of our desire, like the man born blind, to 
see clearly.  

The story of the man born blind is more than a story of his 
blindness. The story also reveals the blindness of Jesus’ disciples, 
the community, and the temple priests. The man’s blindness is a 
state of being not an ethical statement about his sinful behavior. 
Because of that, it is our story too, since blindness is a part of the 
human condition. The passage is quite long and has many ironical 
twists. The blind man never asks to be healed, but Jesus heals him. 
Before he receives his sight, his life is diEcult, but he is rather 
inconspicuous. Once he becomes sighted, his life becomes 
complex. He finds himself and his family at the center of a harsh 
temple dispute. Those who claim to have sight are blind. The story 
is filled with questions and judgments. These are not just for us to 
observe, but also for us to answer and to resolve within ourselves.  

The community’s blindness is curious. Some neighbors aren’t even 
sure if the cured man is the same man, "who used to sit and beg." 
He lives in their town, but socially he lives on the periphery of 
society. Is it because of his lack of social status that his neighbors 
do not recognize him? No doubt he is wearing the same clothing 
after his cure that he had always worn. Could they not recognize 
him because they only identify him by his disability? Is his only 
identity that of a sinner: someone quite diKerent from themselves? 
Since he begs they must have given him some coins, but it makes 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY HAPPY BIRTHDAY HAPPY BIRTHDAY HAPPY BIRTHDAY     
to our parishioners born  

March 23-29! 
 Richard Bocchino, Jennifer 

Janovsky, Daniel Pidgeon, Robert 
Schnick, Edward Biel, Anthony 
Catalano, Sophia Catalano, Joy 

Ferracane, Chris Potyrala, Adrian 
Schmidt, Patricia Como, Anthony 

Daum, Donald DuKy, William 
Ercolano, Jaxson Myck, Barbara 

Pyburn, Mia VanWie 
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us wonder if they ever took the 
time to really see him? It seems 
that their sight is not as clear as 
they think. Often, those who think 
they have sight deceive 
themselves. Perhaps here, we 
should stop and ask ourselves 
how well we see those who live 
on the periphery of our lives? Do 
we ever take time to notice them 
or speak to them? How well is our 
sight when it comes to seeing as 
Jesus saw the blind man that 
day? 

The neighborhood people are not 
the only ones living in darkness. 
The disciples and the temple 
priests share a long tradition. 
Illness and misfortune were 
considered signs of God’s 
disfavor and punishment. We 
hear this attitude expressed when 
the disciples question Jesus. 
"Rabbi, who has sinned this man 
or his parents…?" We hear it again 
boldly stated in the harsh 
judgment of the temple priests. 
But that is not the only time we 
hear this attitude expressed. 
Sometimes, even today, when 
bad things happen to good 
people some people question: 
"Why is God punishing me? I go 
to church. I say my daily prayers. I 
serve at the soup kitchen in our 
parish. What have I done wrong?" 
Yet, we know that prayer and 
good works are not magic 
potions that protect us from 
personal or communal pain and 
darkness.  

The blindness of the priests is 
particularly troubling. They are 
supposed to be the wise ones in 
their religious tradition. They are 
the ones who, through prayer, 
fasting and desire for wholeness, 
are the watch persons of the 
Promised One. What is behind 
their lack of insight? The newly 
sighted man’s dialogue with the 

priests and his questioning of 
them are bold. He invites the 
priests to engage Jesus in a 
conversation to find out who he is 
and from where he comes. Why 
do the priests not listen? Why do 
they not seek Jesus out to 
question him? Is it fear that holds 
them back? Do they fear losing 
their authority, or the drastic 
changes belief in Jesus would 
cause in their lives? They have the 
power to forgive sins and to 
release people from their social 
and religious stigma. Are they, 
like the parents of the man, afraid 
they will be ostracized from their 
temple community and their 
families? Is the cost of sight, 
believing in Jesus, too great to 
pay? Even for us blindness has its 
advantages. Often seeking the 
truth in diEcult situations, 
whether it concerns world events, 
or making decisions in our own 
personal lives, can be painful. The 
truth might set us free to be more 
authentic, but are we willing to 
pay the cost? 

The story of the man born blind is 
also about discipleship: listening 
and responding. As we listen to 
the story we begin to understand, 
along with the blind man, how 
important it is to listen carefully 
to Jesus and trust his words. 
Without knowing who Jesus is, 
the man allows this stranger to 
touch him and put mud on his 
eyes. When Jesus tells him to go 
to the pool of Siloam, he goes. 
Perhaps it is because he is in 
great need, but his docility is 
courageous. As he goes through 
the cleansing of the mud, the 
opening of his eyes, the harsh 
conversations with the 
community and priests, his 
integrity shines. He speaks only 
the truth he knows. Step by step 
small revelations lead him to the 
One who is the Truth. As we listen 

to his story, we hear the voice of 
a true disciple and we can 
question ourselves. Where, or 
whom, do we need to see more 
clearly? 

In a way, this story is one of the 
saddest cures in the Bible. The 
unnamed man receives his sight, 
but it is a bitter sweet experience. 
At a moment when everyone 
should be rejoicing, he finds 
himself alone and alienated from 
his former life. His whole life has 
changed. No longer can he 
support himself by begging for 
his daily bread. No longer will his 
parents take responsibility for 
him. No longer can he claim 
blindness as a reason for inaction. 
In the midst of this confusing and 
isolating situation he stands 
alone. "They drove him away 
(from the temple)." It is then that 
Jesus seeks him out and finds 
him. "Do you believe in the Son of 
Man?" His answer is clear, "’Lord, I 
believe’ … "and worshiped him."  

"Eyes see only light, ears hear 
only sound, but a listening heart 
perceives meaning." (1) 

As we ponder this story we might 
want to ask ourselves a few more 
questions. What is the experience 
of being born blind? What is it 
like to live in a world that most 
people will never experience? 
What is it like to be born into a 
situation that we believe can 
never change?  

"The very act of lighting the 
candle is prayer." As we light our 
candles during this Lenten 
season, we might want to pray 
for insight and a listening heart.  

The Light IS On For You continue 
for the remaining Mondays in 
March.    

REMIND =  If you have not 
already registered for the  

��������	�
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STEWARDSHIP OPPORTUNITIES 

LITURGICAL LIFE 

FOOD PANTRY items for March - canned fruit, 
tuna, pasta sauce, and soup. Thank you for your 
continued support for these pantries. 

Local Food Pantry’s available: Church at Hemlock 
Farms- 3rd Monday of month from 4-6pm. Must 
register first by calling 570-775-6787 

Ecumenical Food Pantry of Milford - Fridays 6:30- 
7;30pm - 321 5th Street., Milford. 570-618-1568 

Hands of Hope Food Pantry at Lord’s Valley Community 
Church (behind Ryan’s Deli) - 2nd Thursday of each 
month 2-6p.m. Call 570-503-6644 for more information 

Please fill out your Census 2020. If you 
haven’t received one, please check out: 

          https://2020census.gov/en.html 
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~~The Lifestyle of Generous Hearts~~~~The Lifestyle of Generous Hearts~~~~The Lifestyle of Generous Hearts~~~~The Lifestyle of Generous Hearts~~    
March 15  March 15  March 15  March 15  ----    $3285.40;  We Share: $839.32$3285.40;  We Share: $839.32$3285.40;  We Share: $839.32$3285.40;  We Share: $839.32    

LOAVES & FISHESLOAVES & FISHESLOAVES & FISHESLOAVES & FISHES    
March 15 March 15 March 15 March 15 ----    $189.90;  Year to date: $4746.02$189.90;  Year to date: $4746.02$189.90;  Year to date: $4746.02$189.90;  Year to date: $4746.02    

MASS ATTENDANCEMASS ATTENDANCEMASS ATTENDANCEMASS ATTENDANCE    
4:00 pm: 524:00 pm: 524:00 pm: 524:00 pm: 52        8:30 am: 64  8:30 am: 64  8:30 am: 64  8:30 am: 64      11:15 am: 6011:15 am: 6011:15 am: 6011:15 am: 60    

Totals for March 8th : 176Totals for March 8th : 176Totals for March 8th : 176Totals for March 8th : 176    

Pastor’s Corner Continued:  

REMIND Notices – please do so – so 
that you can be advised of up to 
date announcements. 

WE SHARE – Please consider 
signing up for “on-line-
giving”.  Obviously, with the 
reduced number of worshippers at 
weekend Masses – our Stewardship 
EKorts have been drastically 
aKected.  There is information 
about how to register on our Parish 
Webpage and on the Social Media 
of the Parish. 

Stations of the Cross on Friday evenings  
as well Leave the Light On Penance Ser-
vices on Mondays are suspended until fur  

ther notice. 

FROM THE DIOCESEFROM THE DIOCESEFROM THE DIOCESEFROM THE DIOCESE    

OF SCRANTONOF SCRANTONOF SCRANTONOF SCRANTON    
Despite the suspension of public 
Masses, a private Mass will be cele-
brated daily in the Cathedral of 
Saint Peter in Scranton, and made 
available on CTV: Catholic Televi-
sion of the Diocese of Scranton. On 
weekdays, the Mass will be broad-
cast at 12:10 p.m., 3:30 p.m. and 
7:00 p.m. On weekends, the Satur-
day Vigil Mass will be broadcast at 
4:00 p.m. and rebroadcast on Sun-
day morning at 10:00 a.m. The 
Masses will also be streamed on 
the Diocese of Scranton’s website 
(www.dioceseofscranton.org), 
made available on the Diocese of 
Scranton’s social media platforms 
(Facebook, Twitter and Instagram) 
and will be accessible on the Dio-
cese of Scranton’s YouTube chan-
nel. Additional resources for indi-
vidual parishioners to deepen their 
faith during Lent are also available 
on the Diocese of Scranton’s web-
site. 



UPCOMING EVENTS 

The Knights of 
Columbus 

Council #9832 
will be selling  
GrandmaGrandmaGrandmaGrandma’’’’s s s s 
Pierogies Pierogies Pierogies Pierogies     

$5.00/dozen   -  
All Varieties 

 
Call parish o>ce 

for details 
570-686-4545 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
Council # 9832  Our Lady of the Mountain 

Meeting Dates & Times: 
1st Monday of the Month 5:30p.m.– 

Parish Hall 

FAITH FORMATIONFAITH FORMATIONFAITH FORMATIONFAITH FORMATION    
 

CLASSES 
SUSPENDED UNTIL 
FURTHER NOTICE 

 
 
 

PLEASE CHECK OUR 
WEBPAGE AND 

FACEBOOK PAGE FOR 
CONTINUED UPDATES ON 

COVID - 19    
Stvdepaulchurch.orgStvdepaulchurch.orgStvdepaulchurch.orgStvdepaulchurch.org    

    
FB: FB: FB: FB: St. Vincent de PaulSt. Vincent de PaulSt. Vincent de PaulSt. Vincent de Paul    

    

YOUTH GROUPYOUTH GROUPYOUTH GROUPYOUTH GROUP    
ALL ALL ALL ALL ACTIVITIES ACTIVITIES ACTIVITIES ACTIVITIES 

CANCELLED UNTILCANCELLED UNTILCANCELLED UNTILCANCELLED UNTIL    
FURTHER NOTICEFURTHER NOTICEFURTHER NOTICEFURTHER NOTICE    

    
CHECK US OUT ON CHECK US OUT ON CHECK US OUT ON CHECK US OUT ON 
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    STITCHERS & CRAFTERSSTITCHERS & CRAFTERSSTITCHERS & CRAFTERSSTITCHERS & CRAFTERS    

SPRING CRAFT & BAKE SPRING CRAFT & BAKE SPRING CRAFT & BAKE SPRING CRAFT & BAKE 
SALESALESALESALE    

Will be rescheduled when 
possible. Stay tuned for new 

date! 

Homemade cakes, cookies, 
Hand made crafts  

Basket raYes - proceeds to 
benefit St. V de P sharing fund 



MASS SCHEDULE & INTENTIONS 

4th  Sunday in LENT 

~~~~  ALL MASSES ARE 

SUSPENDED UNTIL FURTHER 

NOTICE. INTENTIONS WILL BE 

RESCHEDULED ONCE MASSES 

RESUME. 

PARISH STAFF & CONTACTS 

PRAYER AND WORSHIP 

CHILDREN‚s CORNER 

PASTOR                    

Father John B. Boyle�

ADMINISTRATIVE 

ASSISTANT                            �

Laura Willson * 
�

DEACON                                  
Joseph LaCorte * 
 
FINANCIAL 

SECRETARY�

JoAnn Fay 
�

�

Superintentdent of 

Buildings & 

Maintenance �

James Chiarello 
    
MAJORDOMO        
Lorraine Schmidt�

 �

SECURITY�

Shiloh, Kolbe, Micah�

�

Faith Formation 

Coordinators (*)    

(570) 686-4545  |  www.stvdepaulchurch.org 

We are a SpiritWe are a SpiritWe are a SpiritWe are a Spirit----filled community of welcoming believers, helping each other spiritually, financially and filled community of welcoming believers, helping each other spiritually, financially and filled community of welcoming believers, helping each other spiritually, financially and filled community of welcoming believers, helping each other spiritually, financially and 
practically.  We show compassion, gratitude and appreciation toward God and one another as we dream practically.  We show compassion, gratitude and appreciation toward God and one another as we dream practically.  We show compassion, gratitude and appreciation toward God and one another as we dream practically.  We show compassion, gratitude and appreciation toward God and one another as we dream 

big, spread joy, and share our tears and laughter. big, spread joy, and share our tears and laughter. big, spread joy, and share our tears and laughter. big, spread joy, and share our tears and laughter.     

To all who are tired and need rest; to all who mourn and need comfort; to all who are friendless and need To all who are tired and need rest; to all who mourn and need comfort; to all who are friendless and need To all who are tired and need rest; to all who mourn and need comfort; to all who are friendless and need To all who are tired and need rest; to all who mourn and need comfort; to all who are friendless and need 
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Please look at WE SHARE WE SHARE WE SHARE WE SHARE on 
our website to contribute to 
Lifestyle of Generous Hearts so 
that we can continue to meet 
expenses. We thank you for 
your continued generosity in 
these challenging times.  



MARCH & APRIL CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

SUNDAY  MONDAY   TUESDAY     

WEDNESDAY  

THURSDAY  FRIDAY 

22 
Mass  Suspended  

23 
All  activities 
cancelled until  
end of month  or 
further  notice 

 

 

24 
All  activities 
cancelled until  
end of month  or 
further  notice 

25 
All  activities 
cancelled until  
end of month  or 
further  notice 
 
 
 
 

26 
No Daily Mass 
Parish OEce 
Closed 
 
 

27 
All  activities 
cancelled until  
end of month  or 
further  notice 
 
 
 
 

28 
Stitchers & 
Crafters Spring 
Sale postponed 
until a later date 
 
 

29 
Stitchers & 
Crafters Spring 
Sale postponed 
until a later date 

30 
All  activities 
cancelled until  
end of month  or 
further  notice 

31 
All  activities 
cancelled until  
end of month  or 
further  notice 

APRIL          1 
All  activities 
cancelled until  
end of month  or 
further  notice 
 

 

 

 

 

APRIL          2 
 
No Daily Mass 
Parish OEce 
Closed 
 
NO SENIOR Mtg 

 

 

APRIL          3 
All  activities 
cancelled until  
end of month  or 
further  notice 

APRIL         4 
All  activities 
cancelled until  
end of month  or 
further  notice 
 
 
 
 
 
 

APRIL         5 
 

PALM SUNDAY 

 

9:45 am—CoKee 
Hour  PH 

APRIL          6 
10:00 am 

Crafters & 
Stitchers 
Ministry—PH 

5:30 pm  K of C 
Mtg—PH 

 

5:30—7 pm 

The Light is on 
for You—Church 

APRIL          7 
1 - 3:00 pm 
Prayer Shawl 
Ministry—
Sunroom 

 

6:30 pm 
Share the 
Sunday 
Readings—RC 

APRIL          8 
 
 
NO FAITH 
FORMATION 
CLASSES 

APRIL          9 
 

 

 

7:00 pm 

HOLY  
THURSDAY 

MASS— CH 
followed by  
Adoration until 
9:00pm 

APRIL         
10 
 

 

3:00 pm 

GOOD FRIDAY 

SERVICE—CH 

APRIL         11 
10 am—Easter 
Egg Hunt—PH 

 

12 noon—
Blessing of the 
Food—CH 

 

8 pm—EASTER 
VIGIL MASS—CH 

APRIL 12 
EASTER 
SUNDAY 
MASS 8:30 
am & 11:15am 
No FF 
Classes 

APRIL 13` 
 
Parish O6ce 
Closed  
 

10:00 am 

Crafters & 
Stitchers 
Ministry—PH 

APRIL 14 
1 - 3:00 pm 
Prayer Shawl 
Ministry—
Sunroom 

 

6:30 pm 
Share the 
Sunday 
Readings—RC 

APRIL 15 
 
 
 
 
5:30 pm 
FAITH 
FORMATION 
CLASSES 
RESUME 
 

APRIL 16 
 
No Daily Mass 
Parish OEce 
Closed 

APRIL 17 
 

9:45 am—
Cursillo 

 

 
 

APRIL 18 
 
CPR & AED 
Training Class  
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Please note that calendar events still listed may be 
cancelled and/or postponed until further notification 
by the Diocese of Scranton. Please check our website 

and FaceBook page for updates as they come in.  
Stvdepaulchurch.org                            FB: St. Vincent de PaulStvdepaulchurch.org                            FB: St. Vincent de PaulStvdepaulchurch.org                            FB: St. Vincent de PaulStvdepaulchurch.org                            FB: St. Vincent de Paul    



THIS SPACE IS

 Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 • Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 • www.4lpi.com St. Vincent De Paul Church, Milford, PA 03-1296

Contact David Savich to place an ad today! 
dsavich@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6384 

FREE ESTIMATES
35 YEARS EXPERIENCE

DON BOARD
Painting • Wallpapering

Interior and Exterior
570-686-1736

All Work Guaranteed

MICHAELS
MOVING & STORAGE

Family Owned
570-828-8238

LOCAL & LONG DISTANCE 
PACKING • STORAGE

Free Estimates • Licensed & Insured
michaels-moving.com

TAX HELP
RICHARD N. COSCIA

BOOKKEEPING & TAX PREPARATION
Help with IRS & Unfiled Returns

FREE Review Prior Years & Consultation
Over 50 Years Experience | Quality & Service

855-518-1040Milford Honesdale
973-945-0854

Fully Insured • Free Estimates

Where Quality And Value Matter

TRI STATE MEMORIAL 
COMPANY

MAUSOLEUMS • MONUMENTS • MARKERS
DISPLAY AT 

STROYAN FUNERAL HOME, INC.

405 W. Hartford St.
Milford

570-296-6811
Kevin T. Stroyan

Supervisor
Funeral Home

SERVING DINGMANS FERRY & PIKE CO. SINCE 1990

Auto Parts
107 DINGMANS PLACE, DINGMANS FERRY • 570-828-9391

All your Automotive Needs Plus:
Hydraulic Hoses Made On Site • Small Engine Parts

Plow Parts • Hitches • Engine Codes Read
Charging Systems Tested and much more

HOURS MON-THU 7:30-6
FRI 7:30-7 • SAT 8-3
SUN & HOLIDAYS 9-2

DelawareAutoPartsInc@yahoo.com

G.M. Plumbing-Heating
& Pump Works
570-686-3279
24 Hour Emergency Service
Well Pumps • Heating Systems
Commercial Hoist Service
Alterations and Renovations
GMPLUMBER.COM • Denmitch@verizon.net
141 CRANBERRY RIDGE RD., MILFORD


