CHRIST the
KING PARIS

Corpus Christi Church

601] Silas Deane Highway
Wethersfield, CT 06109

Our Parish Mission Statement

Nourished weekly at the Table of the

Lord, we go forth as disciples of Jesus
to proclaim what we believe through /
our every word and deed. Fer a synedal Chureh

PARISH
Pastor
Rev. Nichola
frnickmelo@
Parochial Vi
Rev. George V
favellaplackil@
Deacon
Michael Cassella
mecassella@gma.
Administrative
Rose Melvin
Business Manager
Niki Bordieri
Bulletin Editor
Mary Scott

Music Director
Thad Terzo

Plant Manager
Greg Silva
RELIGIOUS EDUCAT
Director of Religious Ed
Sharon Reynolds

p: 860-721-9419

e: corpuschristiccd@aol.com

CORPUS CHRISTI SCHO

p: 860-529-5487

e: schoolmail@
corpuschristischoolct.org

W: corpuschristischoolct.org

Principal

Ann Sarpu

Secretary

Ann Marie Spina

THE HOLY FAMILY

OF JESUS, MARY & JOSEPH

Please call the rectory office.

SACRAMENTS FOR THE SICK

We are happy and honored to visit A TRIGORY
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WELCOME

UPCOMING EVENTS

MASS INTENTIONS

BEYOND BIBLE STUDY
MONDAY, 700pm. Meet in St. Joseph Hall.

CHOIR PRACTICE
TUESDAY., 6:30pm. Meet in choir loft.

LOVED ONE

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 26—THE MOST HOLY FAMILY
OF JESUS, MARY AND JOSEPH

8:00am Stephen Skelly, requested by Fred and Mary
Anne Hepburn.

10:15am William J. Graver, requested by Bruce and
Linda.

MONDAY, DECEMBER 27— Saint John, Apostle and
Evangelist
7:30am Richard Davis, requested by his wife.

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 28—The Holy Innocents, Martyrs
7:30am David John Kaiser, requested by Rose.

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 29—Fifth Day within the
Octave of the Nativity of the Lord, Saint Thomas
Becket, Bishop and Martyr

7:30am Peter Rocco Jeski, requested by the family.

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 30—Sixth Day within the Oc-
tave of the Nativity of the Lord
7:30am Mass Intention Available.

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 31—Seventh Day within the Octave
of the Nativity of the Lord, Saint Sylvester |, Pope
7:30am Mass Intention Available.

SATURDAY, JANUARY 1—The Octave Day of the Nativity
of the Lord; Solemnity of Mary Mother of God
9:00am Mass Intention Available.

CANDLES—DECEMBER 26—JANUARY 1

Solemnity of Mary Mother of God
is not a holy day of obligation this year.

SANCTUARY CANDLE #1
Burns this week in memory of Anna Hamel,
requested by her daughter Mary Ann.

SANCTUARY CANDLE #2
Burns this week in memory of Concetta
Melo, requested by the Aldi Family.

BLESSED VIRGIN 7-DAY CANDLE #1
Burns this week in memory of Joseph and
Maria Calleri, requested by the family.

BLESSED VIRGIN 7-DAY CANDLE #2
Burns this week for Christ the King Parish.
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Vigil—Epiphany of the Lord
4:00pm Mass Intention Available.

SUNDAY, JANUARY 2—EPIPHANY OF THE LORD
8:00am Mass Intention Available.

10:15am Ted Jachym, requested by his wife.
5:15pm Mass Intention Available.

New Year




WORD TO THE FAITHFUL

! hope and pray
that you had a
wonderful start
to your
Christmas
season. That’s
right, Christmas is not over,
even though you could never
tell by looking at our society. In
fact, we celebrate Christmas for
TWO more weeks. Make sure
you leave your tree up, as well
as the lights and decorations
until January 9th! Continue to
play those Christmas carols as
we rejoice in the birth of our
Savior.

Today the church does that with
the Feast of the Holy Family.
We reflect on Jesus’ supporting
cast when he came into this
world - the influence and role of
Mary and Joseph. Without
them, Jesus would not have
been able to grow into the man
he did. We look to the Holy
Family for the example of how
“we can and should live as holy

families as well. Jesus, Mary
and Joseph, pray for us!

As a side note, unfortunately,
St. Stephen gets overlooked
this year because it falls on a
Sunday. His feast day is
December 26th. Stephen was a
deacon of our church, and the
first martyr, giving his life for
Jesus Christ. Let us pray that
through his intercession, we too
might always and everywhere
give witness to the world
around us to Jesus and his
Gospel! St. Stephen, pray for
us!

Next Sunday the Christmas
celebration continues with the
Feast of the Epiphany, recalling
Jesus’ being made manifest to
the entire world. God sent His
Son not just to save a few close,
chosen people. He came so
that everyone could have the
hope of a new and eternal life.
When you come to church next
weekend, we invite you to bring

your Nativity from home to be
blessed during Mass. Ifitis a
large set, simply bring the baby
Jesus. During Mass you will be
asked to hold the Nativity as we
say a prayer of blessing and
sprinkle them with holy water.

And finally, we will conclude the
Christmas season the following
Sunday - January 9th - with the
celebration of Jesus’ baptism.
This marked the beginning of
his public ministry, doing the
work which his Father sent him
to do. We recall, at the same
time, our own baptism, and the
work we were asked by God to
do here on earth.

As we conclude the calendar
year, let us give thanks to God
for all the blessings of 2021, and
let us ask Him to open our
hearts to receive all that He will
give us this coming year.

Happy New Year to all!

Father Nick

Dear friends,

__--"'f.-- I-"-.
ot # '
O S . B | wish you a

’-.:H_-Wa,:p' x_\j wonderful, Blessed
“‘._"‘x_ﬂ -1 |Christmas to all of
‘,ﬁ&" = you. May the Baby

Jesus bless you and
your family with good health,
peace, joy and happiness.

There is an interesting legend of
how a mother was cleaning the
house in preparation for Christmas.
Not a speck of dust was left and
even all the spiders were banished
from their cozy homes in the
ceiling.

It was Christmas Eve and the
Christmas tree, and the Crib was
also decorated.

But, at the farthest end of the attic,
the spiders, after having been
chased away and taken refuge in

that corner, were feeling miserable.
They too wished to see the
Christmas tree and especially have
an encounter with the Baby Jesus.
But they were afraid, since the
mother of the house would chase
them away. The oldest spider
among them, however, came up
with a proposal, that they could
perhaps peep across the side door
and have a glimpse of Baby Jesus.
So, the spiders silently crept out of
the attic, down the stairs, across
the floor, and waited in the crack in
the side door. But suddenly the
door was opened by someone, and
the spiders, in fear, ran to the room.
But all of them still desired to see
the Christmas tree from close.

So they decided to make a bold
attempt... They quietly crept over
the whole Christmas tree... over

every branch and twig, till their
desire to see its beauty was
fulfilled.

But to their dismay, each of them
had left their webs behind. When
Child Jesus saw the Christmas tree
marred by the spider webs, He was
in a dilemma. On one side, He was
impressed by the simple desire of
the spiders... On the other side, He
did not want the mother of the
house to be offended.

So He touched the spider webs,
and they all turned to sparkling and
shimmering, silver and gold!

(This is probably the origin of
hanging colorful tinsels on our
Christmas trees, and sometimes
even including a spider!)

............ continued on next page
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OUR FAITH COMMUNITY

FROM FATHER’S DESK—Continued

One of the important dimensions seen in this legendary story is
the intense desire of the spiders and their willingness to take the
chance to be bold in their attempts and even be ready to risk their
lives to have their Divine longing fulfilled.

Such is to be the readiness of every Christian... Having an intense
desire. Being willing to take chances. Being bold. Ready to even
risk their lives in defense of faith and in growing to be a Disciple -
in the likeness of Christ.

Have a great week and here is a thought;

During a Sunday school lesson, a child learned about how God
created human beings. The child became especially focused when
the teacher explained how Eve was created from Adam'’s ribs.
Later in the week, the boy’s mother saw him lying down on the
floor, so she asked him what was wrong. His reply was priceless:
“Mom, | have a pain in my side—/ think I'm getting a wife.”

Father George

[

CHRIST THE KING/

INCARNATION MERGER WEEKLY FOOD DRIVES

We will continue to collect food
for our Town and Hartford
Churches each week. Ongoing
food needs per the Wethersfield

The Transition Team encourages
all parishioners to refer to the
parish websites for the FAQ'’s
which were included in the

Bulletins on the weekend of /;_/ggkgfg';écizgfu de-
December 18 and 19 regarding ’
the merger that will be taking Canned green

beans, carrots, and
peas, canned
ravioli, ramen
noodles, instant
oatmeal, soups
(Chunky or Progresso), snacks,
jelly, peanut butter, and pasta
sauce.

place within the Christ the King
and Incarnation communities.

In addition, if there are any
questions or concerns that you
would like to share with the
Transition Team you may e-mail
them to the team at the
following e-mail address:
incarnation.ctk@gmail.com

"GOD IS
LOWE.
WHOEVER
LIWVES IN
LOVE LIVES

The websites can be found at:

Https.//

www.thechurchoftheincarnation
.com

Https.//

www.christthekingparishct.org

IN GOD
AND GOD
o I 0

ST, JCHIM, AROETLE
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SAINT OF THE WEEK

The Acls of he Apoziles tells the story o 5L,
Stephen, the first Christian martyr. A man
filled with grace ard power, heworked
gredlwonders amung the pesple, Ssme
Jewes debared with St Stephen but aould
natmatch his wisdom and spirt. Eventaally,
acharge of blasphemy was breughtLp
against him, and the local population
dernanded thal he be tried and senlenced,
He was seized and carried before the
Sanhidrin.

Despite the danger he faced, in Font o~ the
Sanhedrin and his accusers, St Stenhen
gave a long speach sbout the history af
Israel and the blessings that God had gven
upsn His chosen pecple. He talked about
hevw lsrazl had become disobedient daspice
30d's abundant mercy, This enraged his
acousers. and eventually the crowd dragged
hirn ot ol the ity and stoned hirm e death,

Bven in his Tinal moments, 5t 3tephen
displayed greal Torgivenass and even aske:]
%0 not to hold the sins of Nis attscers
against them, Hundrads of years after his
death, he iz =till a role rmedel for us to fallow,




RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

Next week: January 2
No Class
Happy New Year!!

Grades 7-10
5:15pm Mass

JOIN US

BLESSING OF NATIVITIES

HOMELESS BAGS

¥ Parish Support

Due to the Christmas holiday,
this bulletin was submitted to
the publisher prior to our
December 19 collection.
Amounts will appear in next
week’s bulletin.

FRIDAY ROSARY

Due to the uncertainty of the
weather in January and
February, the Friday Rosary
group will not meet.
However, private

recitation of the W
Rosary on Fridays is
an option. Watch

the bulletin for further
information.

Next weekend the church
continues our Christmas
celebration with the Feast of
the Epiphany, marking Jesus’
being made known to people
in every part of the world.

The créche, while a depiction
of Jesus’ birth in a manger,
also reflects the people who
created that particular créche.
As a result, every créeche is
unique and different, and tells
a story about the people in the
region it is from.

We invite you to bring a
Nativity from your home to be
blessed at Mass next weekend.
If it is too large, you can bring
Jjust the Baby Jesus. During
Mass we will say a special
prayer of blessing and sprinkle
them with holy water, so that
you can bring that blessing
back home with you.

Thank you for all you donations
this far. Because of your
generosity we have been able to
make 400 bags to be distributed
thus far. We recently made 100
bags for children. These will be
distributed to the children in need
in Hartford for Christmas. They will
receive snacks, warm hats and
mittens.

We have currently collected
$2300. All this money is matched
by a generous donor. They will
continue to match up to $700.

We are continuing this project. Our
next assembly will be January 30.
Our religious education students
will be assembling an additional
400 bags.

We have created an Amazon link
to make it a little easier for
purchases.
https.//www.amazon.com/hz,
wishlist/Is/3I5TL CG70N9SQ0?
ref_=wl_share

We continue to collect in church
and accept monetary donations.

The success of this endeavor is all
because of your incredible
generosity!

Thank you and God bless you all
during this Christmas season.

SOLEMNITYy
of the

JANUARY 1

L

THE HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY, AND JOSEPH/ 5




The Christ the King Prayer Shaw! Ministry met

during the warm weather on the Wethersfield
Green. We sat, chatted, ate our lunch, and
knitted or crocheted. Now that it is colder
outside, we meet in St. Joseph Hall the first and
third Thursday of the month at 1:00pm. Anyone
interested in joining us is welcome to just stop

by.

Following is a breakdown of the donations made
by our ministry in 2021. If you or someone you
know would benefit from receiving a prayer
shawil, please contact Mary Scott at 860-202-
7163 or mlvscott33@yahoo.com.

Prayer Shawls - 30
Requested by/for CTK parishioners 16
Corpus Christi School 8th Grade Graduates 14

Baby Blankets
Those Baptized at Christ the King Parish 22

Prayer Cloths—76

Corpus Christi School First Communion 29
Religious Education First Communion 24
Religious Education Confirmation 23
Key Chains

Religious Education Confirmation 23
Hats for Homeless Bags 9

Neck Warmers /Scarves for Homeless Bags
(to be included in bags assembled in January)

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP -RECOGNIZE GOD
IN YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS

All in the Family

At first glance, we can often find the image of the
Blessed Mother, St. Joseph and the Christ Child
intimidating — who are we to aspire to that level of
discipleship? How could we ever hope to conform
ourselves to that mold? Sometimes, it can even be
painful — perhaps we hail from a broken family or
struggle with a broken relationship within our family,
or perhaps we long to be a mother or a father
ourselves and that state in life has eluded us.

But the image of the Holy Family is, in reality, a
beautiful invitation to us all, no matter our vocation or
our state in life, and the example of Mary, Joseph and
Jesus is rich with the symbolism of stewardship.

You need not be a biological mother who has carried
a child in her womb to be a mother in spirit. Who in
your world needs you to love them with the heart of a
mother?

The same goes for fatherhood. The Church and the
world are crying out for the courageous witness of
Christian men like St. Joseph. Who can you love with
the steadfast, selfless protection of a father?

Who in your life needs you to love them with the
faithful, unconditional love of a son? Who needs your
gentle and constant love as a daughter?

We are the Body of Christ, friends. Those of us
rejoicing in heaven, those of us suffering in purgatory,
and those of us struggling here on earth. We are the
great family. Let us love each other well.

— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS
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Are you a registered parishioner of Christ the King
Parish? If not, you can find the registration form on
our parish website under “Forms,” or, call the Rectory
at 860-529-2545,
Registration shows you belong. It is also necessary
for certain benefits, like scheduling sacraments,
. obtaining sponsor certificates, and

; getting donation statements for taxes.
Most importantly, it lets the parish count
_ on you. Registering in your parish is a
< %W LLY| statement of faith and confidence in the
life and work of your parish.
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Donald Unwin | Carla Unwin | Dina Unwin

DIAMONDS AND
PRECIOUS GEMSTONES
GOLD, PLATINUM
AND SILVER JEWELRY
Religious Medals
Custom Design - Jewelry Repairs
Engraving - Watch Repair
Pearl Restringing
Expert Appraisal Services

965 SILAS DEANE HIGHWAY
WETHERSFIELD, CT

860.529.1187

www.ShopSterlinglewelers.com

Tom

the Toolman

Tyler LLC.

‘we share your passion
for excellence”

860-328-5128
WETHERSFIELD

tmtyler@hotmail.com
www.tomthetoolmantyler.com

¥ t Attorney
*= | *= Nancy W. Tonucci
Brown Paindiris & Scott, LLP
Elder Law « Wills « Estates
750 Old Main Street, Rocky Hill

860-571-8988

ntonucci@bpslawyers.com

MULL BROS. INC.
Family Owned Since 1945
Heating, Air Conditioning
& Fuel Oil

61 Beaver Rd., Wethersfield, CT
WWW.MULLBROS.COM
860-529-8255

QTM@AOL.com

FULLY INSURED
(LIC. #555050)

Replacement Windows - Roofing
Retractable Awnings - Vinyl Siding

860-568-2063

steve@sclwlr]dows.com moﬁLitE
www.sciwindows.com i e B

SUPPORT OUR
ADVERTISERS!

G

H.C. ROHDE
OIL COMPANY

~ Since 1933~
Fuel Oil & Burner Service
380 MAIN ST., WETHERSFIELD

860-529-0967
rohdeoil.com

“A Family Owned & Operated
Business Since 1947"

JOSEPH

ABBATE

Plumbing &
Heating Contractors

Call
860-527-0086

« Water Heaters - Garbage Disposals
« Gas Fireplace Logs - Gas/Qil Boilers

« Drain/Sewer Cleaning
h « Toilets/Sinks/Faucets 0
() A
230 Wethersfield Ave. Hartford, CT
Longtime Parishioner

'$20 OFF ANY SERVICE CALLI
l WITH MENTION OF THIS AD l

Repairs,Service
& Installation

P.J. MIRABELLI ENTERPRISES, INC.
& MIRABELLI AUTOMOTIVE LLC

Tri-axle Dump Truck Services - Snow Removal
24 hour Home Heating Fuel - Trailer Repair - Fleet Service
Equipment Transportation - Autobody/Collision Repair
Specializing in Automotive & Heavy Duty Truck Repair
Welding and Fabricating - Road Side Assistance
Quality Used Auto Sales - Trespass Towing

ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED
1816 Berlin Turnpike - Wethersfield
860-563-3445
17 Laurel Road - Rocky Hill
182 Day Street - Newington
860-953-5029 - 860-953-5370
Fax 860-953-5302
YOU CALL - WE DO IT ALL

ABUERTISE HERE NBW'
Contact Mary Hoffman
to place an ad today!

mhoffman@4LPi.com
or (800) 477-4574 x6340

REALTOR®
Cell/Text 860.841.1176

Lori.Shields@raveis.com
LoriShields.raveis.com

Wethersfield

* Work-Life Balance
* Full-Time with Benefits
v Sarve Your Community

Contact us at career

STAND OUT

With o PREMIUM DIGITAL AD
oft PARISHESONLINE.COM

CONTACT US AT B0O-477-4574

Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 e Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 e www.4lpi.com

Rose Hill

Funeral Home

Providing compassionate
and caring service.

We welcome you to
visit our facility.

PRE-NEED PLANNING
AVAILABLE

I, ]

Rns'g

Funeral Homes

580 ELM STREET
ROCKY HILL, CT 06067

(860) 529-3381

www.rosehillfuneralhomes.com

* Pajd Training
= Some Travel

| pi.com
www. dlpl.comfcareers

This Space is Available

334 Franklin"Avenue;Hartford
860-296:0095
—

ay, Rocky Hill

2136/SilasiDeanelH
+ 860- 563”7110

www.santodrivingschool.net

Christ the King, Wethersfield, CT

03-1321



