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 � PENTECOST SUNDAY�                                                                      MAY 31, 2020�

�

�

�

�

Dear Sisters and Brothers,�

�

 The original Pentecost was highly anticipated by the Apostles and the Blessed Mother. As the Acts of the Apostles tells us, they were 

gathered in the upper room where Jesus celebrated his Last Supper with the twelve. So if you will .. they were a small group gathered in 

“church” where they had received communion � the Body and the Blood of Christ under the guise of bread and wine. Even though Jesus 

was only to be crucified the following day, he gave them the sacred gifts saying: This IS my body / This IS the cup of my blood. Jesus 

told the apostles and through them he tells us a number of things which come into play. … “Have faith in God and have faith also in 

me.” “The Father and I are one.” “We will send our Holy Spirit to be with you� and he will guide you in all truth.”�

�

 Ironically, the gospel of Pentecost doesn’t speak about that fateful day when the Spirit descended upon those in the upper room as 

tongues of fire. The gospel does however speak about the Holy Spirit. In the gospel for this weekend, Jesus makes one of his first ap-

pearances to the Apostles in the room where they had the last supper. They were locked in, but he appeared physically nonetheless and 

said “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” And when he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, 

“Receive the Holy Spirit. Whose sins you forgive are forgiven them, and whose sins you retain are retained.”��

�

 When we consider all this we realize that the Holy Spirit was in fact given to the Apostles BEFORE Pentecost. That should come as no 

surprise since Jesus and the Father are one WITH the Holy Spirit. However, it was on Pentecost that the fulness of the Gifts of the Holy 

Spirit came upon the Apostle and the Blessed Mother. Since the persons of the Blessed Trinity are separate and distinct while being one 

God, being one God the persons as distinct act individually and individually give us gifts that are specific to them. The Son who is dis-

tinct from the Father and the Holy Spirit gives us his body and blood as real food. The Father and the Son together share their Holy Spirit 

with us for the forgiveness of sins. And the Holy Spirit gives us the gifts wisdom, understanding, counsel, fortitude, knowledge, piety 

and fear of the Lord (Wonder and awe). So the Holy Spirit was given to the Apostles prior to Jesus’ ascension into heaven, but the gifts 

of the Holy Spirit were given to the Apostles BY the Holy Spirit at Pentecost. And honestly, it’s pretty much the same with us.�

�

 Most of us were baptized as infants. As such, we were incorporated into the very body of Christ, the church. As children of God, the 

Holy Spirit was given to us. However, just as there was that division in the life of the Apostles, so it is with us. Baptism: like the Apos-

tles when Jesus first appeared. Confirmation: like the Apostles when the Holy Spirit descended upon them as in tongues of flame. It is 

then through the sacrament of Confirmation, which is for us our own Pentecost, that we receive the fullness of the gifts of the Holy Spir-

it.��

�

 But let’s go back to the first Pentecost. Were ALL of Jesus’ disciples in the upper room? No .. not even close. Mary Magdalene wasn’t 

there. Neither were Lazarus and his sisters Martha and Mary. Cleopas and his wife weren’t there. All of the nameless women who ac-

companied Jesus from Galilee weren’t there. Nicodemus wasn’t there … a lot of people were absent. Why? Because of a virus? In a 

sense, yes!�

�

 A virus is something that attacks the body with the aim of destroying it. So then what was the virus at the time of Pentecost trying to 

destroy the Body of Christ, the early Church? An earlier version of COVID�19? .. well .. obviously, not. The virus was sin which mani-

fested itself as ignorance, hate, fear, deceit, persecution and on and on. That virus of sin was the antithesis of the Gifts of the Holy Spirit. 

Those who would persecute the church lacked the wisdom of God, they lacked knowledge of God as three persons, they lacked counsel 

to accept others as equals who are equally loved by God because of the dignity that he gives to all persons, they lacked the fortitude to 

walk the ways of justice and truth, they lacked the knowledge of Jesus’s love and compassion to the point of sacrifice, they lacked a 

sense of piety to not only walk humbly with God but to follow his lead, and they lacked that sense of wonder and awe that helps us to see 

the greatness of God, the grandeur, the mightiness of God and the wideness of his mercy. And the sin of fear on the part of many disci-

ples kept them in hiding, afraid to share the good news of Jesus. There was a serious threat of a virus for sure. Was it contagious? You 

tell me! Is lack of faith contagious? Is bad example contagious? Is disregard for others rights and health contagious? Is minimizing the 

importance of faith and the sacraments contagious? Is fear of living ones faith in public contagious?� … IT SURE IS! .. and the remedy 

for those smart enough to accept it, is to use the gifts of the Holy Spirit, to cultivated them in our own personal lives. So to speak .. to 

tend our own gardens of faith.�

�

 So like the original twelve and the Blessed Mother, we find ourselves in a similar, though not exact, situation. Only a few of us will be 

able to gather at any one time�in our “upper room” to share the Eucharist. The enemy is “at the door” trying to keep us apart. There are 

so many disciples who unfortunately cannot all fit in the same room because of social distancing and number restrictions. However, the 

gifts given to the Apostles on Pentecost have already been given to us. When the Apostles received these gifts, they allowed themselves 

to be transformed into individuals of unshakable faith totally committed to the crucified, resurrected and ascended Lord. They went their 

ways. They weren’t always together. But what really mattered to them was that they had Jesus in their hearts. And even if they couldn’t 

always celebrate together, they knew that Jesus has gone to prepare a place for all of them in the Fathers house, that Jesus is the way to 

the Father, and that the gifts of the Holy Spirit would keep them prayerfully close to the Son. So even if we aren’t physically close to 

each other just at this moment, if we rely on the gifts that have already been given us, we stay close to the Son who will one day lead us 

to the Father. And we try our very best not to have others catch the virus of indifference, bad example, lack of regard for others from us, 

because armed with a steadfast faith, that virus has no place in us and no power over us!�Spiritually, we’re strong! So Praise and glory to 

God, Father and Son and Holy Spirit!��
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MASS INTENTIONS�

�

Saturday� �May 30� �Jose, Tony and Domingas Batista�

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � Maria dos Reis and family�

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � Mike McCann (Anniv.)�

� �    Doris & Claudia Frankowicz�

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �

Sunday     May 31   Geraldine Grant (25th Anniv)�

�

Monday� � �June 1� �Jackie Romanowicz � for health and healing�

�

Thursday� �June 4� �Elizabeth Martin (1st Anniv.)�

�

Saturday� �June 6� � Manuel Faria and family�

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �Arthur and Dorothy LeMay (Anniv.)�

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � Jose Pimentel (Anniv.)�

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � All Souls in Purgatory�

DIOCESAN SUNDAY TV MASSES�

Sunday   11AM  Channel 6 �

�

Sunday     7PM   Portuguese Channel�

�

Sunday     8AM  Catholic TV Channel �

               10AM �“� “� “     �

                 4PM� “� “� “�

            5:30PM� “� “� “�

                 7PM� “� “� “�

          11:30PM� “� “� “�

�

Sunday     8AM  EWTN (Check for local station)� �

�  12PM   EWTN (Check for local station)�

LOCAL ONLINE STREAMING OF MASSES�

�

Espirito Santo and St. Anthony of Padua Parishes, Fall River.�

Live streamed on both parishes’ Facebook pages.�

Visit:��www.facebook.com/Espirito�Santo�Church�Rectory�

111531408884886�

Visit:�www.facebook.com/StAntPadFR/�

Sunday at 9:30 a.m. in English and 11 a.m. in Portuguese�

Holy Name Parish, Fall River�

Visit:�youtu.be/FGu2�Ot4�Gg�or�www.holynamefr.com/�

Sunday Mass posted Saturday at 4 p.m.�

Santo Christo Parish, Fall River�

Visit�www.facebook.com/SantoChristoParish/�

Daily Mass and Sunday t 9:30 a.m. and 11 a.m. (in Portuguese)�

�

St. Mary Parish, Dartmouth�

Visit�www.stmarysdartmouth.org�

Daily Mass Monday through Saturday at 8 a.m. and Saturday at 4 p.m. 

and on Sunday at 8, 10 and 11:30 a.m.�

Eucharistic Adoration Monday through Friday from 6 to 7 p.m. �

FACE SUMMER “UN�GALA” 

TO SUPPORT  �

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS SCHOL-

ARSHIP FUND�

� The 23rd annual FACE Summer Un�Gala to support Catho-

lic school students in the Fall River Diocese will be held 

virtually on Friday, July 10, 2020.  Event Co�Chairs, Pat and 

Jim Gonet and the FACE summer committee have created 

what we hope will be an engaging virtual event for you, our 

generous donors, recognizing the limitations that the COVID

�19 pandemic has imposed. �

In his letter of invitation to the Un�Gala, Bishop Edgar M. da 

Cunha, S.D.V., points out that due to the unprecedented cir-

cumstances presented by the COVID�19 pandemic, we will 

be unable to gather in person for the 23rd Annual FACE 

Summer Gala. Instead, for the first time in the history of this 

treasured event, we will experience a virtual gathering of 

recognition and celebration ~ please join us ‘there.’ While 

we know that much uncertainty surrounds us, we hope that 

your support of scholarships for Catholic school students 

will continue.� Our students and families need the faith and 

community building offered by our schools now more than 

ever.   �

The Foundation to Advance Catholic Education (FACE) 

provides critical scholarship support to children in need of 

financial assistance to attend Catholic schools of the Diocese 

of Fall River.  Please consider becoming a sponsor and help-

ing make a difference for hundreds of students and families 

in need.  To support FACE please go to 

www.FACEsummergala.org.  For more information, please 

contact Jane Robin at                      

jrobin@catholicfoundationsema.org(e�mail) or                     

508�380�7521 (phone). �

“See All the People” - The 

79th Annual Catholic Appeal 

begins June 1. Since 1942, 

the Appeal has helped people 

in all phases of life – from 

children, to youth, to par-

ents, to the elderly. Your support sustains the numer-

ous agencies, programs, and ministries providing 

food and shelter, educating children and adults, and 

meeting the physical, emotional, and spiritual needs 

of thousands. We encourage you to support the Ap-

peal as generously as you can. You can make a one-

time gift, or, a pledge with convenient payments 

throughout the year. You can give by mail, use a con-

tribution card located in church, or make your gift or 

pledge online at: www.givefrdiocese.org/2020. 

FACEBOOK PAGE:  For those of you who aren’t aware, we now have a NEW facebook page and our new website is under �

construction and will hopefully be up soon. To Check out our facebook page go to: St. Dominic Parish�Swansea.  �

�
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Custom Fitted Bras  
& Energywear

Gisele Sardinha  508-989-3591

ThePerfectLifestyle.net

What’s my home worth? 
Call 508-574-6510 (C)
TConnearneyRealtor@gmail.com 

Tammy 
Connearney 
REAL ESTATE AGENT

Contact Tom Blanco to place an ad today! 
tblanco@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6285

FIRE & BURGLAR 
ALARM SYSTEMS

1-800-337-9469
HENRY C. SIDOK  | REHOBOTH, MA

Angele’s 
Cleaning 
Service
Call 508-667-1185
SWANSEA, MA

FUEL OIL 
BURNER SERVICE

Towne Heating 
Co., Inc.

INSTALLATION AND 
ALTERATIONS

EST. 1953 • PAUL DENIS
1162 G.A.R. HIGHWAY, RTE. 6

SWANSEA, MASS

508-672-6384

PROUDLY SERVING

our community

WARING-SULLIVAN
HOME AT BIRCHCREST

189 GARDNERS NECK ROAD
SWANSEA, MA 02777

508-676-1933    waring-sullivan.com
A Service Affiliate of AFFS & Service Corp. Int’l., 206 Winter St., Fall River, MA 02720


