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https://www.parishesonline.com/find/st�dominic� �

FACEBOOK ONLINE: https://www.facebook.com/St�

Dominic�Parish�Swansea�193026010775744/ �

SUNDAY , JUNE 21, 2020�

�

WEEKEND MASS SCHEDULE� until further notice�

St. John of God�Sunday at 8:30am�

St. Dominic Church�Sunday at 9:30am�

St. Francis of Assisi�Sunday at 11:00am�

�

Contact:�

Parish Office:� 508�675�7206�

Parish fax:� 508�672�4716�

Email: saintdominicparish@comcast.net�

Religious Ed Grades 1�7: 508�675�7002�

Email:  saintdominicparish@comcast.net�

Confirmation 1 & 2 Coordinator: 508�674�0024�

Email:��joyann56@comcast.net�

Baptism: Please call the rectory to register.                 

Marriage: Call at least 8 months before date of wedding  

First Communion:  After completing a two year pro-

gram for First and Second Grade.                                         �

Communion to the Homebound: Please call the rectory 

about receiving communion at home. �

MASS INTENTIONS�

WEEK OF JUNE 20�27�

�

Saturday  June 20    For All Fathers�

�

Sunday    June 21     For All Fathers�

�

Monday�   June 22     Fr. Richard Delisle�

�

Thursday June 25    Frank and Joseph Laiter�

�

Saturday  June 27    Jose, Tony & Domingas Batista�

� �       Maria dos Reis & family�

�

Sunday     June 28   Carl Lopes�

                                  Mary Grace Chaves   �

�

VIGIL CANDLE IS LIT FOR�

ADELINA & LICIA RODRIGUES  �

�

OUR TOTAL Catholic Charities�

CONTRIBUTIONS �

AS OF 6/14/2020 IS $3,685.00�

WE ARE THANKFUL FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT 

DURING THESE  TRYING TIMES. YOU MAY DROP OFF 

YOUR  WEEKLY CONTRIBUTIONS AT THE RECTORY, AT 

MASS ON SUNDAY  OR  BY MAILING THEM TO US.�

� � � � � THANK YOU.�



 TWELFTH SUNDAY  IN ORDINARY TIME� � � �  �   JUNE 21, 2020�

�

�

�

Dear Sisters and Brothers,�

�

 When we finished the Easter season a few weeks back with the Feast of Pentecost, we entered into what the Church refers to as 

Ordinary Time. So technically, the 10th and 11th Sundays of Ordinary Time respectively were the Feast of the Most Holy Trini-

ty followed by the Feast of the Body and Blood of Our Lord, Jesus Christ. This week however, we’re back in the Sundays of Or-

dinary time � this one being the 12th.�

�

 The term “ordinary” in Church parlance isn’t always the same as it is in every day language. For example, the bishop of a dio-

ceses, in our case Bishop da Cunha, is referred to as the diocesan Ordinary. The provincials of male and female religious com-

munities exercise Ordinary power or jurisdiction over their community members. So the term ordinary isn’t at all ordinary in 

the regular sense of the word.�

�

 Ordinary Time for us in the Church is basically anything that isn’t Advent, Lent or either the Christmas or Easter Seasons. 

There are 34 weeks in Ordinary Time, but the last Sunday is the Feast of Christ the King .. not so ordinary. However the term 

really is somewhat misleading if we were to think of it as being: ordinary � plain, unspectacular, no outstanding characteristics, 

not of particular importance. Why? Because each and every Sunday is a re�celebration of Jesus’ resurrection � that day when 

our sin and death were overcome. All the days of the week that follow, whether a feast day of the Lord, of the Blessed Mother, or 

one of the saints or simply a day where no particular feast must be celebrated, each and every one of those days are days where 

the Church gathers at churches and chapels around the world to proclaim the Word of the Lord and to celebrate the memorial 

of his Last Supper in the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass. The Church gathered in prayer makes Christ present spiritually. The cele-

bration of the Eucharist makes Christs flesh and blood physically present. Nothing ordinary about either of those!��

 Unfortunately, too many of the baptized simply see going to church as being ordinary. And because it seems ordinary to them, 

there doesn’t seem to be anything extraordinary about missing it, and yet there is. Often, when I’m meeting with young couples 

who hope to be married in church, I’ll ask them a question, the answer to which I’m fairly certain of ahead of time. The ques-

tion: When is the last time that the two of you went to church on a regular basis? The answer: about 85% of the time I get em-

barrassed looks and then the answer .. well .. it’s been a while, Father. When I press them on it, the truth is that they really 

don’t seem to have a problem with what the church teaches. The ones who come to get married also aren’t usually the ones with 

an ax to grind about the myriad problems and perceived problems in the Church. There is basically a lack of faith that sees 

church as ordinary. So .. I ask them: When you were in CCD/Catholic School … did anyone teach you that missing Mass on 

Sunday was a sin? When they answer yes, and 95% do, I respond � GOOD .. BECAUSE IT IS! HOWEVER, it probably isn’t a 

sin in the way you think.��

�

 Too many of our people, when thinking of sin, are still stuck in a juridical mindset. Sin is breaking God’s law! And while that 

may be true, I think sin is better seen as anything that separates us from the love of God that comes to us through Christ Jesus. 

After all, God is love! Jesus is God. Sin is the opposite of love. Because Jesus told us that whenever two of more are gathered in 

his name, he is present, we know that when the community comes together for Mass … CHRIST IS THERE! Because we believe 

that the scriptures are “the word of the Lord”, whenever the scriptures are proclaimed … CHRIST IS THERE! Confident in 

the power of the Holy Spirit to make Christ present in the womb of Mary and now likewise on the altar, in the consecrated Eu-

charist .. CHRIST IS PHYSICALLY THERE! So each and every time that the church comes together to celebrate the Holy Sac-

rifice of the Mass on Sundays or weekdays, our awesome God is there for us both spiritually and physically.��

�

 So .. back to the sin!!! If sin is in fact anything that separates us from the love of God that comes to us through Christ Jesus, 

then ANYTIME that we purposely separate ourselves from Christ and place a distance between us and him, we have a situation 

of sin. He invites us to worship! The invitation is freely extended. Any failure to accept the invitation for frivolous reasons so as 

to remain separated is an occasion of sin. Refusing the invitation to feed on the flesh and blood of Jesus as he hopes for us is an 

occasion of sin. Failing to appreciate that as members of Christ’s body all members must act and worship in accord with one 

another for the body to be at its healthiest best, and so staying separate is an occasion of sin. It’s not a sin of commission .. no. 

It’s a sin of omission! Not taking the time to show God a return of his love or thanking him for the blessings in our lives that 

have nothing to do with us, and everything to do with God. So the avoidance of this particular sin is our faithful and regular 

worship. What do we get out of it??? Well .. that depends on what we bring to it! Because even if the priest or deacon is as bor-

ing as dirt … and it happens .. I know .. I’ve sat in the pews … if we approach worship as what is actually is: an encounter spir-

itually with the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit .. if we approach it, using the Holy Spirits gift of wonder & awe, recognizing 

the magnitude of the God that I encounter in the word and the community, then I get plenty. AND .. if I prepare myself to faith-

fully and as worthily as possible to receive the Flesh & Blood of the Risen Christ, then I likewise have a physical encounter with 

the God who loves me and saves me. Mass is our encounter with God who came among us and who continues to come among us.��

�

 Now this God who we come to encounter: Three distinct persons in the unity of one substance! Wow! God, the word through 

whom all of creation came to be! Wow! God who is eternal and before all things including time, became one of us through the 

womb of a human woman and now comes to us sacramentally in the Eucharist as REAL flesh and blood! Wow! God who gave 

us the pledge of salvation, a heaven where we will experience perfect peace, perfect love, perfect beauty, perfect happiness, per-

fect everything! Wow! … we get to experience all of that just by coming to Mass during Advent, during Lent, during the Christ-

mas Season, during the Easter Season and during the period of ORDINARY TIME. When we stop to prayerfully reflect on just 

what is being offered to us it becomes abundantly clear … there is NOTHING ordinary about Ordinary time … and we risk 

sinning if we see it or act otherwise!!!�



Dear Sisters and Brothers,�

 When I was asked by Bishop da Cunha last year to become the pastor of three parishes I was somewhat taken by surprise, but nonetheless 

accepted immediately. The surprise was compounded in sorts by the three that he had in mind: St. John of God, St. Francis of Assisi and St. 

Dominic. While I could easily see St. Francis and St. Dominic being grouped together, I didn’t understand why St. John of God, a Somerset 

parish, would be thrown into this particular mix. A week or so later when I saw the bishop again, I asked about it. His response, quite sincere-

ly, was that it was what the people wanted and asked for. I figured at that point that if that’s what the people want and asked for, then it’s go-

ing to work.�

  Just about as soon as I arrived, in talking with the various groups of parishioners who had worked with the Pastoral Planning office, I discov-

ered that it was in fact not what the people wanted. Likewise, Fr. Costa who at the same time was asked to assume the pastorate of St. Thomas 

More, St. Louis de France and St. Patrick was also told that it was what the people wanted. His parishioners told him exactly what I was told. 

No one  had asked for the six parishes of Somerset/Swansea to be made into these two groups or any two groups. The hope of the planning 

groups was for three groups of two, not two groups of three.�

 Almost immediately I had people suggest that the bishop had lied to me and lied to the people. Let me make one thing perfectly clear. The 

bishop lied to NO ONE. It has become perfectly clear to me that the bishop was simply given bad information. His intention was in fact to 

give the people what they wanted. When I first suggested to him that the grouping was untenable due to the vast difference between the towns 

of Somerset and Swansea, he was very surprised and very open minded to the possibility of unlinking St. John of God/Somerset from the two 

Swansea parishes. The biggest problem that the bishop faced was manpower in staffing an “un�linked” St. John of God. �

 We all need to understand the real need for Pastoral Planning. The number of people attending Mass on a regular basis and thus supporting 

parishes has dropped dramatically over the past 35 years. The number of active priests who are able to serve in a parish has dropped dramati-

cally in the past 35 years. The number of new priests being ordained in the Northeast of our country has dramatically dropped in the past 35 

years. The number of priests being ordained for traditional religious communities like the Franciscans, Dominican, Jesuits, Holy Cross Father 

etc., have dramatically dropped over the past 35 years. We have been retiring priests at a much greater rate than we have been ordaining them. 

All of these things grouped together should make clear to anyone who wants to be honest enough to look, that things have to change. We need 

pastoral planning that is realistic, sensible and sustainable. We do NOT need pastoral planning that is parochial, territorial, self�centered, ob-

stinate or close minded. Things have to change if we expect to have any parishes 25 to 50 years from now. The Catholic presence in SE MA is 

vastly different from when I was growing up. It is vastly different from when I was ordained in 1985. It will be vastly different when I expect 

to retire in 2030. And for those of you, who like me, don’t particularly like change � too bad! Buck up! We can’t always have what we’re not 

entitled to. And we can’t stop the future from happening.�

 Because Bishop da Cunha is listening and has been listening to us right along, he has agreed to un�link St. John of God from the Mt. Hope 

Catholic Community for the foreseeable future. St. Francis of Assisi and St. Dominic parishes shall remain linked. This becomes official on 

Tuesday June 30, 2020. While I shall remain pastor of both St. Francis and St. Dominic, I shall cease to be the pastor of St. John of God. Bish-

op da Cunha has re�appointed Fr. Jason Brilhante to serve once again as the administrator of St. John.�

 Bishop da Cunha realized that a once vibrant St. John was, for lack of a better term “withering on the vine.” His un�linking of the parish is an 

attempt to reverse this, which I suspect will happen with Fr. Jason. Nonetheless, the people of our three parishes, as well as of the three on the 

other side of Somerset/Swansea need to realize that whatever shape our parishes have today WILL OF NECESSITY CHANGE AGAIN IN 

THE NEXT TEN YEARS. We are not sustainable, any one of us, in our present form and we might as well get used to it. And no .. it’s not the 

bishops fault. It’s not my fault or the fault of a past pastor. It’s simply reality that people have lost faith in the Eucharist and the need to not 

only go to church to worship God, but to support their respective parish families materially. We’re not living in 1980, 1990, 2000 or even 

2010 and we might as well admit it.�

 If we hope to leave a church/Church for our children and grandchildren as our parents and grandparents left for us, then it’s high time we as a 

Catholic people pull our heads out of the sand and face reality. Parish identity is not nearly as important as Catholic identity. If we don’t ac-

cept that, then we’re not really Catholic in our faith. Having suitable, up�to�date and user�friendly  worship spaces, fellowship halls and class-

rooms to educate our youth AND adults is also a necessity. Putting “band�aids” on outdated structures and throwing good money after bad 

rather than re�grouping with fellow Catholics for the greater good and the greater glory of God has to change. There are real challenges that 

face us as a Catholic people and we need to stop seeing ourselves as members of a particular parish only, at the expense of being part of a 

wider Church. If we stubbornly refuse to accept change because we simply don’t like it, then what does that say about our commitment to 

Jesus? Not much!!!�

 I am particularly grateful to Bishop da Cunha for allowing this change to happen for the good of St. John of God parish. I want to publicly 

thank him for his paternal concern for this parish and the parishes of the diocese. I want everyone to know too that this was not an easy deci-

sion for the bishop. By providing for our need at this particular moment in time means one less priest to provide for the need in another part of 

the diocese. The bishop will ordain ONE new priest this year. FOUR priest are retiring and ONE of our active pastors died at the beginning of 

the year. We also have several priests, like our own Fr. Albino, who are  working despite being past the current retirement age of 70.�

 With the un�linking of St. John of God and the return of Fr. Jason to Somerset, Fr. Albino will be returning to St. Anthony of Padua Parish in 

Fall River as parochial vicar to the pastor of Espirito Santo parish. He will have residence at St. Anthony. As Fr. Albino prepares to leave 

Somerset/Swansea and our Mt. Hope Catholic Community, I wish to likewise express a public word of thanks and appreciation to him for his 

work with us during this past year.�

 To the people of St. John of God: This past year has been a struggle for all of us. Every step along the way I have tried to be as completely 

honest and open with you as I could possibly be. While there may have been some missteps and misunderstandings along the way, I have 

nonetheless enjoyed every moment of being your pastor. As I mentioned at Masses in January, my working with the bishops office to bring 

about this un�linking is not because I do not want to be pastor of St. John of God, but BECAUSE I am pastor of St. John of God. As pastor, I 

wanted to see the community re�invigorated so as to be prepared to enter the future. It is my hope and my prayer that with Fr. Jason once 

again, the community will grow in faith and its appreciation of its part in the wider Catholic community.�

 To the people of St. Francis of Assisi and St. Dominic parishes: It’s time now for us to buckle down and start making serious and realistic 

plans for our future. At this moment, we as the current configuration of the Mt. Hope Catholic Community stretch from parts of Somerset into 

all of Swansea and parts of Dighton, Rehoboth, Warren and Seekonk. We need to continue to grow spiritually strong as a Catholic people. We 

need to continue to help our fellow parishioners to see beyond parish identity to a wider Church identity. We need to recognize that as mem-

bers of the body of Christ, we’re all in this together and need to work together to see Jesus’ love spread and the gospel proclaimed. We also 

need to recognize that we have two campuses that are in dire need of costly repair, neither of which adequately serve our needs. We need to 

work at rebuilding the faith and providing for space not only for our own needs, but for the greater glory of God. With God, all things are pos-

sible! And the time should be now!�

With gratitude and prayer!�

Fr. Hamel�



 Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 • Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 • www.4lpi.com St. Dominic, Swansea, MA 03-1333

Custom Fitted Bras  
& Energywear

Gisele Sardinha  508-989-3591

ThePerfectLifestyle.net

What’s my home worth? 
Call 508-574-6510 (C)
TConnearneyRealtor@gmail.com 

Tammy 
Connearney 
REAL ESTATE AGENT

Contact Tom Blanco to place an ad today! 
tblanco@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6285

FIRE & BURGLAR 
ALARM SYSTEMS

1-800-337-9469
HENRY C. SIDOK  | REHOBOTH, MA

Angele’s 
Cleaning 
Service
Call 508-667-1185
SWANSEA, MA

FUEL OIL 
BURNER SERVICE

Towne Heating 
Co., Inc.

INSTALLATION AND 
ALTERATIONS

EST. 1953 • PAUL DENIS
1162 G.A.R. HIGHWAY, RTE. 6

SWANSEA, MASS

508-672-6384

PROUDLY SERVING

our community

WARING-SULLIVAN
HOME AT BIRCHCREST

189 GARDNERS NECK ROAD
SWANSEA, MA 02777

508-676-1933    waring-sullivan.com
A Service Affiliate of AFFS & Service Corp. Int’l., 206 Winter St., Fall River, MA 02720

Johnson’s Roadside
Farm Market

Home-Grown Quality Fruits &  
Vegetables From Our Family Farm

Our Own Fresh Baked Goods
445 Market St. (Rt. 136), N. Swansea

508-379-0349
www.johnsonsroadsidemarket.com


