
SUNDAY , JUNE 28 2020�

�

WEEKEND MASS SCHEDULE� until further notice�

St. Dominic Church�Sunday at 9:30am�

St. Francis of Assisi�Sunday at 11:00am�

Reservations required: call office before Thursday. �

�

Contact:�

Parish Office:� 508�675�7206�

Parish fax:� 508�672�4716�

Email: saintdominicparish@comcast.net�

Religious Ed Grades 1�7: 508�675�7002�

Confirmation 1 & 2 Coordinator: 508�674�0024�

Email:��joyann56@comcast.net�

Baptism: Please call the rectory to register.                 

Marriage: Call at least 8 months before date of wedding  

First Communion:  After completing a two year pro-

gram for First and Second Grade.                                         �

Communion to the Homebound: Please call the rectory 

about receiving communion at home. �

PARISH STAFF:   �

Pastor:�� Rev. Philip N.� Hamel�

Deacon:� Rev. Mr. Gary M. John�

Custodian: Peter Urban�

Faith Formation Coordinator:� Barbara Domingue�

Faithways Director: Frank Bragantin�

Confirmation Coordinators:� Joy & Joe Vivieros�

Office Manager/Bulletin:� Louise Guglielmo�

�

�Parish Address:      

P.O.Box 205, Swansea, MA 02777 or �

1277 G.A.R. Highway, Swansea, MA  02777  

�

Parish Registration: Please call the Rectory to Reg-

ister.  �

�

PARISH WEBSITE: www.stdominicswansea.org�

�

Parish Bulletin online: �

https://www.parishesonline.com/find/st�dominic� �

�

FACEBOOK ONLINE: �

https://www.facebook.com/St�Dominic�Parish�

Swansea�193026010775744/  �

�

Living the Pascal Mystery�

�

The pascal mystery is a paradox par excellence.� Suffer-

ing and death lead to new life and resurrection.� There 

can be no resurrection without death.� There is no new 

life without casting aside the old.� When we listen to the 

words of Jesus in today’s gospel, we might be especially 

attuned to the notion of paradox expressed in the saying 

about finding our lives�for to find our lives, we must lose 

them.� We surrender ourselves to the will of God and 

thereby find ultimate meaning and purpose.� As Augus-

tine said, “Our hearts are restless until they rest in the 

Lord.”�

��

When we busy ourselves with projects, deadlines, and 

goals that give us a sense of urgency and meaning, we 

might be missing the quintessential meaning of our lives, 

which may be found in stillness and quiet.� It’s the para-

dox reflected in the U2 song “Running to Stand 

Still.”� During this Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary �

Time, we might pause to consider our ultimate purpose 

and meaning.� Are we running to stand still?� Are we 

restless until we rest in the Lord?� Only by giving over 

our very selves will we receive even more.� By embrac-

ing the cross, Christ experienced exaltation and new life, 

showing us the way to the same.�



Dear Sisters and Brothers,�

 In the second reading for the 13th Sunday in Ordinary times, St. Paul, in his letter to the Romans, asks what should be a rhetorical ques-

tion for disciples: “Are you unaware that we who were baptized in Christ Jesus were baptized into his death?” Why is this a rhetorical 

question? Because if you are NOT aware of that, then you’re really NOT a disciple! Plain and simple! Our baptism incorporates us spir-

itually into the very life and death of Jesus, which in turn means that we become incorporated into the very life of God � Father / Son / 

Holy Spirit. This incorporation is of course into the person of the Christ who shares with all of us a truly human nature while still main-

taining a truly divine nature with the Godhead. Since we cannot separate the humanity from the divinity of Jesus the Christ, a spark of 

the divine, in a very real sense, is given to us through the waters of Baptism, which as the ritual reminds us, makes an end of sin and a 

new beginning of goodness! By virtue of our baptism, we receive a dignity the likes of which no earthly power could bestow! We be-

come a part of Jesus who is son of Mary, Son of God. �

 It is with this in mind, I believe, that Jesus speaks to us in this Sunday’s gospel. To be worthy of Jesus, and hence of God, our love for 

God needs to be above all other loves. From a surface point, it might seem severe. In other words, I have to put father and mother on a 

back burner? Answer: YES! Of course you do. And why? Because God IS love and we cannot truly properly love any person whatsoev-

er, including ourselves, if we are not first rooted in the love of God. If we are strong in our love of God � Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 

then all other love(s) will be able to flow from there! Other people can only love us only if they too love God first … or if you prefer, 

allow God to love them since everything begins in God. That’s why when Jesus says “Whoever receives you receives me, and whoever 

receives me receives the one who sent me” we have a strong assurance from Jesus of our connectedness to him and to the Father. And 

because it’s all rooted in love because “God is love”, whoever loves you loves me, and whoever loves me loves the one who sent me! �

 This is all so foundational to our Catholic faith, and it all sounds so simplistic and easy, but because of our human nature, that Jesus 

shared in all things BUT sin, we have a tendency to gum up the works, so to speak. Unlike Jesus, you and I are capable of sinning � capa-

ble of lacking love in our dealings with other people. So whoever receives you receives me. That also means whoever YOU receive for 

love of me, YOU receive me. Of course, the inverse is also true then since it follows whoever you do NOT receive for love of me, you 

are NOT receiving me, or better you are rejecting me. That’s why it’s always so important to keep examining our actions and motives 

and dealings with other people, because Jesus lives in them EVEN if we’re convinced that they hide that fact to the ‘enth degree! Jesus is 

still there because he’s come to share his life with us all. So Jesus is in the car driving soooo slowly in front of us! Jesus is in the person 

who is taking forever picking out onions when I just want to grab a few and get out of the store! Jesus is in that annoying person who 

always seems to show up wherever I am! Jesus is in the obnoxious fellow down the street! Jesus is in all kinds of situations and not only 

is the ones that make me happy. When Jesus told us that we’d have to pick up our cross and follow him, he wasn’t kidding. Loving oth-

ers who are pains in our neck is a cross. Being patient and understanding out of love of Jesus is a cross particularly when the packaging 

that he’s in that day drives us to the point of insanity! But “bearing the cross”, which is sometimes another way of saying “loving our 

neighbor” is a choice. Disciples choose to do it for love of God. Jesus says that “whoever gives only a cup of water to one of these little 

ones to drink because the little one is a disciple � amen, I say to you, he will surely not lose his reward.” So let’s continue to work at 

loving others and hopefully being loving ourselves. Because if we do it AS disciples, WITH disciples, FOR disciples and anyone else, 

we “will surely not lose” our reward because the reward is rooted in love, given with love from God who IS love! And no other reward 

can top that!�

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++�

Dear Sisters and Brothers,�

�

 I’m sharing some findings by Catholic Extension which helps some of the most financially challenged diocese in our country. 

Responding to the needs generated by the COVID�19 pandemic, they discovered which dioceses in this country had the most and 

least cases of the virus confirmed per 100,000 people. As you’ll see from what follows, we in our diocese are in the #6 spot as one 

of the worst center of the virus. My fear right along is that people will become used to the idea of the virus being present and let 

their guard down. Please realize that the Coronavirus is still a very clear and present danger to us all. Please take every precaution 

to stay safe!�

�

Catholic New Service�� June 17, 2020�

�

An analysis conducted by the staff of Catholic Extension found that dioceses it supports financially have the nation’s most � and 

least � severe COVID�19 infection rates.�

�

The Diocese of Houma�Thibodaux, Louisiana, heads all U.S. Latin�rite diocese with an infection rate of 4,722 per 100,000 people�

�

Houma�Thibodaux’s infection rate is 64% higher than the second�worst diocese, the Diocese of Rockville Centre, New York, at 

2,869 infections per 100,000.�

�

The Diocese of Gallup, New Mexico, was third worst at 2,665 infections per 100,000.�

�

Rounding out the top 10 in infection rates, with the number of documented cases per 100,000, were: Diocese of Brooklyn, New 

York, 2,470; Archdiocese of Newark, New Jersey, 2,402; Diocese of Fall River, Massachusetts, 2,134; Diocese of Paterson, New 

Jersey, 2,124; Diocese of Dodge City, Kansas, 2,120; Archdiocese of Boston, 1,740; and the Diocese of Bridgeport, Connecticut, 

1,690.�

�

The next 10 dioceses with the highest COVID�19 infection rates were: Diocese of Metuchen, New Jersey, 1,658; Archdiocese of 

Chicago, 1,548; Archdiocese of New Orleans, 1,521; Diocese of Worcester, Massachusetts, 1,450; Diocese of Trenton, New Jer-

sey, 1,445; Diocese of Sioux City, Iowa, 1,246; Archdiocese of Hartford, Connecticut, 1,246; Diocese of Providence, Rhode Is-

land, 1,234; Diocese of Amarillo, Texas, 1,147; Diocese of Camden, New Jersey, 1,122.�



MASS INTENTIONS�

WEEK OF JUNE 28 �  JULY 5�

�

Saturday   June 27        Jose, Tony & Domingas Batista�

� �            Maria dos Reis & family�

�

Sunday      June 28        Carl Lopes�

                                        Mary Grace Chaves �

�

Monday�    June 29        Michael Gothold�

�

Thursday  July 02         Pauline Laiter (Anniv.)�

�

Saturday   July 04        Manuel Faria & family�

�

Sunday      July 05         Adelino & Licia Rodrigues    �

FACE SUMMER “UN�GALA” TO �

SUPPORT  �

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS SCHOLARSHIP FUND�

� The 23rd annual FACE Summer Un�Gala to support Catho-

lic school students in the Fall River Diocese will be held vir-

tually on Friday, July 10, 2020.  �

In his letter of invitation to the Un�Gala, Bishop Edgar M. da 

Cunha, S.D.V., points out that due to the unprecedented cir-

cumstances presented by the COVID�19 pandemic, we will 

be unable to gather in person for the 23rd Annual FACE 

Summer Gala. Instead, for the first time in the history of this 

treasured event, we will experience a virtual gathering of 

recognition and celebration ~ please join us ‘there.’ �

The Foundation to Advance Catholic Education (FACE) pro-

vides critical scholarship support to children in need of finan-

cial assistance to attend Catholic schools of the Diocese of 

Fall River.  Please consider becoming a sponsor and helping 

make a difference for hundreds of students and families in 

need.  To support FACE please go to 

www.FACEsummergala.org.  For more information, please 

contact Jane Robin at                      

jrobin@catholicfoundationsema.org(e�mail) or                     

508�380�7521 (phone). �

IN OBSERVANCE  

OF 

THE 4TH OF JULY, 

OUR MT. HOPE  

CATHOLIC COMMUNITY  

PARISH OFFICES  

WILL BE CLOSED 

ON  FRIDAY, JULY 3RD 

THIS WEEK’S SECOND COLLECTION�

Is for the Church in Latin America. Your generosity makes 

it possible for our brothers and sisters to share in the life of 

the Church and grow closer to Christ.  Please be generous.  

To learn more please visit  www/usccb.org/latin�america�

SEE ALL THE…SERVICE. This year’s 79th Catholic Appeal 

theme is “See All the People.” Please join your fellow parishion-

ers in bearing witness to those in need in our communities, and 

“seeing” all the good our generosity can do to rebuild, transform, 

and renew lives. The agencies and apostolates supported by the 

Appeal provide services such as individual and family counsel-

ing, pregnancy support, adoption services, abuse prevention, ref-

ugee resettlement, and emergency, transitional, and long�term 

housing. Make your secure gift or pledge online today at 

www.givefrdiocese.org/2020. �

www.stdominicswansea.org� �

�

PLEASE JOIN ME IN GIVING THANKS TO OUR 

FAITH FORMATION LEADER,�

BARBARA DOMINGUE, �

WHO PUT IN MANY LONG & ARDUOUS HOURS�

CONFIGURING AND DESIGNING OUR NEW 

WEBSITE!!!!�
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Custom Fitted Bras  
& Energywear

Gisele Sardinha  508-989-3591

ThePerfectLifestyle.net

What’s my home worth? 
Call 508-574-6510 (C)
TConnearneyRealtor@gmail.com 

Tammy 
Connearney 
REAL ESTATE AGENT

Contact Tom Blanco to place an ad today! 
tblanco@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6285

FIRE & BURGLAR 
ALARM SYSTEMS

1-800-337-9469
HENRY C. SIDOK  | REHOBOTH, MA

Angele’s 
Cleaning 
Service
Call 508-667-1185
SWANSEA, MA

FUEL OIL 
BURNER SERVICE

Towne Heating 
Co., Inc.

INSTALLATION AND 
ALTERATIONS

EST. 1953 • PAUL DENIS
1162 G.A.R. HIGHWAY, RTE. 6

SWANSEA, MASS

508-672-6384

PROUDLY SERVING

our community

WARING-SULLIVAN
HOME AT BIRCHCREST

189 GARDNERS NECK ROAD
SWANSEA, MA 02777

508-676-1933    waring-sullivan.com
A Service Affiliate of AFFS & Service Corp. Int’l., 206 Winter St., Fall River, MA 02720

Johnson’s Roadside
Farm Market

Home-Grown Quality Fruits &  
Vegetables From Our Family Farm

Our Own Fresh Baked Goods
445 Market St. (Rt. 136), N. Swansea

508-379-0349
www.johnsonsroadsidemarket.com


