
SUNDAY , JULY 12, 2020�

�

WEEKEND MASS SCHEDULE� until further notice�

St. Dominic Church�Sunday at 9:30am�

St. Francis of Assisi�Sunday at 11:00am�

Reservations required: call office before Thursday. �

�

Contact:�

Parish Office:� 508�675�7206�

Parish fax:� 508�672�4716�

Email: saintdominicparish@comcast.net�

Religious Ed Grades 1�7: 508�675�7002�

Confirmation 1 & 2 Coordinator: 508�674�0024�

Email:��joyann56@comcast.net�

Baptism: Please call the rectory to register.                 

Marriage: Call at least 8 months before date of wedding  

First Communion:  After completing a two year        

program for First and Second Grade.                                         �

Communion to the Homebound: Please call the rectory 

about receiving communion at home. �

PARISH STAFF:   �

Pastor:�� Rev. Philip N.� Hamel�

Deacon:� Rev. Mr. Gary M. John�

Custodian: Peter Urban�

Faith Formation Coordinator:� Barbara Domingue�

Faithways Director: Frank Bragantin�

Confirmation Coordinators:� Joy & Joe Vivieros�

Office Manager/Bulletin:� Louise Guglielmo�

�

�Parish Address:      

P.O. Box 205, Swansea, MA 02777 or �

1277 G.A.R. Highway, Swansea, MA� 02777 �

�

Parish Registration: Please call the Rectory to Reg-

ister.  �

�

PARISH WEBSITE: www.stdominicswansea.org�

�

Parish Bulletin online: �

https://www.parishesonline.com/find/st�dominic� �

�

FACEBOOK ONLINE: �

https://www.facebook.com/St�Dominic�Parish�

Swansea�193026010775744/  �

�

July 12, 2020�

Living the Pascal Mystery�

��

The parable in today’s gospel may� cause us to stop 

and consider several questions:� What kind of seed 

are we?� Were we scattered on rocky soil or fer-

tile?� Will we bear fruit?� If so, how much�thirty, 

sixty, one hundred fold?� Being viewed as seed 

scattered on the ground does not seem to leave 

much room for free will.� The seed scattered on 

rocks can scarcely move itself to the fertile soil.� Is 

it the fault of the seed for landing in an inhospita-

ble environment?� Then again, what about the seed 

that finds itself in fertile soil?� Is there a responsi-

bility to grow and produce fruit?� That can hardly 

happen if it’s eaten by a bird.� Again, the question 

of free will seems to be outside the realm of the 

parable.�

��

Today, we might pray for the grace to grow where 

we find ourselves and to produce as much fruit as 

possible.� One day there will be a harvest and we 

shall experience new life.� Such is the paschal mys-

tery.�



�

�

Dear Sisters and Brothers,�

�

 This being the summer, I am once again trying my hand at a “Victory Garden” of sorts. I have a few plants in the 

ground; a few more in half�barrels. What I have are two Purple Cherokee heirloom tomato plants (bought at Home 

Depot), 4 Black Russian heirloom tomato plants started from some seeds that I saved from last years crop, 2 Home 

Depot Sweet Basil plants, and an assortment of tomato plants that sprung up on the lawn from last years garden.��

�

 Last summer was a particularly busy time for me. Moving to new parish�especially�, into a “new” but familiar recto-

ry (I lived in the house when it was still St. Michael Rectory), working with three different staffs (all of whom are 

exceptional! � I am blessed!) and trying to come to know three different congregations � now down to two. I didn’t 

have much time for gardening. However, I had been given three heirloom tomato plants by the New Bedford Catho-

lic Woman’s Club, for whom I had been spiritual moderator, which had prompted me to buy the Black Russian heir-

loom seeds. For good or for bad, the plants didn’t make it into the ground behind the stockade fence on the rectory 

front lawn until mid�July along with some beet seeds. (Fr. Mike told me that one of the staff loved beet greens!)��

�

 Initially, the garden didn’t look too bad. However, because of neglect, the weeds started to grow .. and grow .. and 

grow until it started to look a bit like a jungle. In between the weeds however, plants that had been seeded from to-

matoes the previous summer also started to grow. Tony mercifully got rid of a LOT of the weeds on the edge of the 

garden. However, I let the weeds grow in the middle so as not to lose the “random” tomato plants that had seeded 

themselves. The plants all produced fruit, but not until late August/early September and not one of the plants � plant-

ed or seeded � was staked or caged. I was surprised and pleased however to have other red tomatoes, yellow tomatoes 

and even some cherry tomatoes! .. and didn’t have to plant a single one of the extra varieties. I didn’t get a whole lot 

of tomatoes because of the late plantings, but the ones that I had were good.�

�

If you have ever had a garden or even house plants then you know that to get good results, you have to be attentive to 

the plants. Had I been more attentive to the garden last year, I probably would have had a better crop. Fortunately, 

the soil was good. And that brings us to the gospel of the 15th Sunday in Ordinary times. Jesus gives us the parable 

of the sower who sowed seed on different types of surfaces. Some was good soil; some was rocky; some already had 

thorns; some was soil that wasn’t very deep. But .. the seed was good and it germinated wherever it was sown. Where 

it was sown and how it was sown obviously made a difference in the end result. How the seeds were cared for once 

sprouted obviously made a difference. But the seed was good! Good seeds produce good plants yet the soil that 

they’re planted in and how they’re tended to can make all the difference in the world.�

�

 The analogy that Jesus gives us is a good analogy. The seeds of faith are “planted” in us, for lack of a better term. 

The seed is good. Hopefully where it is planted, that is, in us, is also good. But as we go along our “pilgrim way”, 

what is the status of our “faith garden”? To be sure, the condition of�our individual faith�plants/gardens seems to be 

on an up and down journey during life for most of us. Some days are better than others. Some weeks or ever years, 

and yes even some decades are better than others. Spiritual weeds sometimes abound! They can be called sin or 

sometimes simply distractions or less than great decisions. Yet we often enough have a tendency to “resolve” to be 

more attentive to prayer (like at New Years); to be more recollected at Mass; to go to confession more often; to be 

more grateful to God for his blessings; to be conscious of praising God and not just asking Him for things. We’ve all 

been there. But the question of the moment is not so much where we’ve been on this journey or how we’ve tended to 

our faith in the past. The question of the moment is what are we doing about it right now. What are the spiritual 

“tending and fertilizing” that we’re about? How is our prayer life? How is our preparation for Mass? Do we take 

advantage of the sacraments? Do we try to put God first in our lives? Are we constantly challenging ourselves to be 

loving and see Christ in others? We have the ability to do whatever it takes to have vibrant, alive, beautiful and if 

you will .. colorful .. faith gardens and faith lives. We also have a responsibility as the baptized to do all we can to 

keep faith alive and beautiful. And it’s important, first and foremost, for ourselves and our own salvation, but it’s 

also important because as members of the Body of Christ, our “faith plants” can have a strong impact of the “faith 

plants” of those around us. If we live strong lives of faith, like the seed sown on good soil that produces one hundred, 

or sixty or thirtyfold, then again to use an analogy, our good flowers/fruit can help to pollinate the fruit or enrich the 

spiritual soil around the faith plants/flowers/fruit of those around us, especially if their faith soil needs a little spruc-

ing up. That’s why it’s important to remember that the seed of faith given to us is always good! What we do with it 

affects us and our chances of heaven. But is also can affect those around us since we’re never in this alone. So being 

reminded by the gospel of what we’ve been given, it might be a good time for a likewise good examination of self to 

make sure that we’re doing all we can to produce good fruit … something beautiful … something that we can be 

proud to offer to Jesus. Yes .. something even better than a basket of fresh tomatoes from the garden!�



MASS INTENTIONS�

 JULY 12 �  JULY 19�

�

Sunday       July 12     John & Lorraine Cabral�

                                     Louis & Catherine Caouette�

�

Monday     July 13     Honorina Alua�

Thursday  July 16      Available �

�

Saturday   July 18     Geraldine Grant (Birth.)�

�

Sunday      July 19     Jose & Maria Pimentel�

                                     Francisco, Nadir & Son�

� �           Theodore Polka (6th Anniv)�

WEEKLY COLLECTION�

JULY 5�

BUDGET � $1,188�

SECOND COLLECTION  � $277.00�

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS Chapter #3669 will�

be holding their Monthly Meeting next Friday,�

July 17 at 6PM in our St. Dominic’s Parish Hall. �

SAFETY PRECAUTIONS ARE IN PLACE:�

All those in attendance MUST WEAR MASKS and keep safe 

distancing.  Hand sanitizer station will be set�up.�

WE ARE THANKFUL FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT 

DURING THESE  TRYING TIMES. YOU MAY DROP OFF 

YOUR  WEEKLY CONTRIBUTIONS AT THE RECTORY, AT 

MASS ON SUNDAY  OR  BY MAILING THEM TO US.�

� � � � � THANK YOU.�

SUNDAY MASS ATTENDANCE: PLEASE REMEMBER 

THAT YOU MUST CALL OR EMAIL THE OFFICE TO RE-

SERVE A SEAT AT MASS.  YOUR RESERVATION ONE 

WEEK DOES NOT ASSURE YOUR RESERVATION EVERY 

WEEK.  YOU MUST SUBMIT YOUR REQUEST EACH WEEK.�

OUR EMAIL IS: SAINTDOMINICPARISH@COMCAST.NET�

AND OUR OFFICE NUMBER IS 508�675�7206�

The Catholic Appeal is in full swing, and to date we 

have raised $7,549. There is still time to participate! �

WEEKLY READINGS AND OBSERVANCES  

�
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�

Sunday: Is 55:10�11/Ps 65:10, 11, 12�13, 14 [Lk 8:8]/Rom 

8:18�23/Mt 13:1�23 or 13:1�9�

Monday: Is 1:10�17/Ps 50:8�9, 16bc�17, 21 and 23 [23b]/

Mt 10:34�11:1�

Tuesday: Is 7:1�9/Ps 48:2�3a, 3b�4, 5�6, 7�8 [cf. 9d]/Mt 

11:20�24�

Wednesday: Is 10:5�7, 13b�16/Ps 94:5�6, 7�8, 9�10, 14�15 

[14a]/Mt 11:25�27�

Thursday: Is 26:7�9, 12, 16�19/Ps 102:13�14ab and 15, 16

�18, 19�21 [20b]/Mt 11:28�30�

Friday: Is 38:1�6, 21�22, 7�8/Is 38:10, 11, 12abcd, 16 [cf. 

17b]/Mt 12:1�8�

Saturday: Mi 2:1�5/Ps 10:1�2, 3�4, 7�8, 14 [12b]/Mt 12:14

�21�

�

Observances for the week of July 12, 2020�

Sunday: 15th Sunday in Ordinary Time�

Monday: St. Henry�

Tuesday: St. Kateri Tekakwitha, Virgin�

Wednesday: St. Bonaventure, Bishop and Doctor of the 

Church�

Thursday: Our Lady of Mount Carmel�

Friday: The Blessed Martyrs of Compiegne�

Saturday: St. Camillus de Lellis, Priest�

Next Sunday: 16th Sunday in Ordinary Time�

EWTN will be showing a TV special series called�

LOURDES, with the Franciscan Missionaries of the �

Eternal Word on July 13�17 at 5:30PM.  The Lourdes �

Story includes the life of St. Bernadette and the lasting�

significance of the Lourdes miracle today, told through  

the personal impressions of Fr. Joseph Mary Wolfe 

and Fr. John Paul Mary Zeller of the Eternal Word. �

�

SEE ALL THE…CONCERN. This year’s 79th Catholic Appeal 

theme is “See All the People.” Please join your fellow parish-

ioners in bearing witness to those in need in our communi-

ties, and “seeing” all the good our generosity can do to re-

build, transform, and renew lives. The agencies and aposto-

lates supported by the Appeal provide compassionate care 

to our neighbors in need, such as 24-hour hospital chaplain-

cy and pastoral care, respect life endeavors, and outreach to 

immigrant communities. Make your secure gift or pledge 

online today at www.givefrdiocese.org/2020.  



 Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 • Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 • www.4lpi.com St. Dominic, Swansea, MA 03-1333

Custom Fitted Bras  
& Energywear

Gisele Sardinha  508-989-3591

ThePerfectLifestyle.net

What’s my home worth? 
Call 508-574-6510 (C)
TConnearneyRealtor@gmail.com 

Tammy 
Connearney 
REAL ESTATE AGENT

Contact Tom Blanco to place an ad today! 
tblanco@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6285

FIRE & BURGLAR 
ALARM SYSTEMS

1-800-337-9469
HENRY C. SIDOK  | REHOBOTH, MA

Angele’s 
Cleaning 
Service
Call 508-667-1185
SWANSEA, MA

FUEL OIL 
BURNER SERVICE

Towne Heating 
Co., Inc.

INSTALLATION AND 
ALTERATIONS

EST. 1953 • PAUL DENIS
1162 G.A.R. HIGHWAY, RTE. 6

SWANSEA, MASS

508-672-6384

PROUDLY SERVING

our community

WARING-SULLIVAN
HOME AT BIRCHCREST

189 GARDNERS NECK ROAD
SWANSEA, MA 02777

508-676-1933    waring-sullivan.com
A Service Affiliate of AFFS & Service Corp. Int’l., 206 Winter St., Fall River, MA 02720

Johnson’s Roadside
Farm Market

Home-Grown Quality Fruits &  
Vegetables From Our Family Farm

Our Own Fresh Baked Goods
445 Market St. (Rt. 136), N. Swansea

508-379-0349
www.johnsonsroadsidemarket.com


