
SUNDAY , JULY 19, 2020�

�

WEEKEND MASS SCHEDULE� until further notice�

St. Dominic Church�Sunday at 9:30am�

St. Francis of Assisi�Sunday at 11:00am�

Reservations required: call office before Thursday. �

�

Contact:�

Parish Office:� 508�675�7206�

Parish fax:� 508�672�4716�

Email: saintdominicparish@comcast.net�

Religious Ed Grades 1�7: 508�675�7002�

Confirmation 1 & 2 Coordinator: 508�674�0024�

Email:��joyann56@comcast.net�

Baptism: Please call the rectory to register.                 

Marriage: Call at least 8 months before date of wedding  

First Communion:  After completing a two year        

program for First and Second Grade.                                         �

Communion to the Homebound: Please call the rectory 

about receiving communion at home. �

PARISH STAFF:   �

Pastor:�� Rev. Philip N.� Hamel�

Deacon:� Rev. Mr. Gary M. John�

Custodian: Peter Urban�

Faith Formation Coordinator:� Barbara Domingue�

Faithways Director: Frank Bragantin�

Confirmation Coordinators:� Joy & Joe Vivieros�

Office Manager/Bulletin:� Louise Guglielmo�

�

�Parish Address:      

P.O. Box 205, Swansea, MA 02777 or �

1277 G.A.R. Highway, Swansea, MA� 02777 �

�

Parish Registration: Please call the Rectory to Reg-

ister.  �

�

PARISH WEBSITE: www.stdominicswansea.org�

�

Parish Bulletin online: �

https://www.parishesonline.com/find/st�dominic� �

�

FACEBOOK ONLINE: �

https://www.facebook.com/St�Dominic�Parish�

Swansea�193026010775744/  �

�

Living the Paschal Mystery�

��

How many of us would like to be in charge, deciding 

what’s best for the group, what’s best for the 

church?� When enemies get in the way, we would have the 

authority to uproot and be rid of them.� Even if we are not 

the ones to be “in charge,” how many of us would like 

someone else to do the uproo$ng or weeding?� But such is 

not the way it is with God and the church.� In today’s gos-

pel passage found only in Ma)hew, we learn from Jesus 

that God is aware that there are weeds growing within the 

wheat.� God is content to let them grow together; only to 

be separated later, at harvest $me.�

��

It is our task to simply let God be God while we grow into 

the harvest we are meant to be.� Our lives are not to be 

filled with judgmentalism but with mercy.� We are remind-

ed of Pope Francis’s words, “Who am I to judge, or Jesus 

‘own words in the Gospel of John, “Let the one who is 

without sin cast the first stone.”� These are gentle remind-

ers for us that as disciples, followers of the Son of God, we 

are content to allow God to act in his own $me. 



 �

�

�

�

Dear Sisters and Brothers,�

�

 The second reading for the 16th Sunday of Ordinary times is taken from St.Paul’s letter to the Romans, and to my mind (or what little 

remains of it!) it is perhaps one of the more comforting pieces of Sacred Scripture. For those of you who perhaps won’t be able to attend 

Mass, let me share it here as it’s a relatively short passage.�

�

“Brother and sisters: The Spirit comes to the aid of our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we ought, but the Spirit himself 

intercedes with inexpressible groaning. And the one who searches hearts knows what is the intention of the Spirit, because he inter-

cedes for the holy ones according to God’s will.” (Rom 8:26�27)�

�

 Over the years I have had many people ask me how to pray, how they should pray, if there is a best way to pray, how to overcome mo-

ments where you’re too tired to pray or just don’t know what to say. And honestly, we all have those moments where it just doesn’t flow. 

Of course, there are other times when we find ourselves in need where if flows like a fire hose. Our prayer lives, like the rest of our spir-

itual lives, has its ups and downs, its good days and its not so good days. People don’t usually worry about prayer on the good days. But 

on the not so good days, it can seem to be problematic.�

�

 If we look at the lives of the saints, a good many of them experienced what we normally call their “dark night of the soul”. That dark 

night of the soul refers to those periods of time where our prayer lives seems to be so dry and stagnant where we begin to wonder if we’re 

capable of praying at all, or worse yet, if God is listening or worst of all, if God IS � period! Truthfully, many of our greatest saints in the 

Church calendar had those days in the course of their lives. The saints that first come to mind for me are St. John of the Cross, St. Teresa 

of Avila, and more recently St. Teresa of Kolkata (better known as Mother Teresa). In fact, Mother Teresa often thought of herself as a 

bit of a fraud because people were calling her a living saint and yet she felt as though her soul was a dry as dust. And yet despite the dry-

ness that any our saints experienced or what we too might experience, God is never far from us and his love is always there for us to sup-

port us whether we feel it or not.�

�

 It is first of all important for all of us to remember that the desire to pray is prayer itself. That desire is placed there by God. Prayer is our 

communication with God who we believe to be eternal, all powerful, creator of all that exists, and perfect love. Because of the omnipo-

tence of God it is impossible for us to initiate conversation with God and it’s somewhat presumptuous of us to think that we can. All 

communication with God starts with an invitation FROM God TO us. Our willingness / openness / docility / in responding to that invita-

tion is where prayer begins.�

�

 Because God IS love and God loves us perfectly, he most certainly allows us to sometimes think that we steer the conversation for our 

own benefit. As a result we often find ourselves praying for our own health or that of someone we love. We pray for security in our own 

lives, in the lives of our family and in the life of our country. We pray for good weather, for good test results, for our wayward relatives if 

we have some, we pray for the lottery and that dinner comes out as good as it sounded in the recipe. We pray for all sorts of things. If 

we’re also being mindful of being good disciples, or at least the best that we’re able to be, then hopefully we sometimes pray to thank 

God for his many blessings and also just simply to praise God � Father / Son / Holy Spirit � simply for God’s majesty which deigns to 

know us so very intimately that, according to Jesus and in his own words, knows even the number of hairs on our head. But if we’re able 

to pray, it’s because it starts with God and not with us.�

�

 There are all different types of prayer. Verbal prayer, mental prayer, formal and informal prayer, liturgical prayer, novena prayer, medi-

tative prayer, and the list goes on. Sometimes it’s just nice to be able to pray in our own words. Other times however, because of a host of 

reasons, the words don’t flow. These are times when formal prayer is handy … just saying an Our Father, or Hail Mary, or Glory Be .. or 

all together as the rosary. Or perhaps make a novena. Of course the most important prayer in the life of Catholics, which the Church re-

fers to as our “source and summit” is the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass. Here too, all of the action begins with God who allows us to address 

him as Father. The action of the Holy Spirit, just as he did for the young Virgin Mary, makes Jesus incarnate present on the altar in the 

gifts offered and received. It’s an extraordinary prayer where our Triune God invites us into his presence so he might share his very life 

with us, forgive our sins and remind us that heaven awaits. Incredible! Miraculous! Extraordinary! … and something we all too often 

take for granted. And yet God still loves us.��

�

 Because of our “smallness” before the vast and eternal majesty of God, again it is presumptuous for us to think that we can approach his 

thrown of grace on our own. He reaches “down” to us for lack of a better term. That is why the passage from Romans is so consoling to 

me. God knows my weaknesses. He knows my needs even better and before I know them myself. He knows my beginning and my end. 

He knows the secrets and longings of my heart. He understands my fears and my hopes. And because he understands that I don’t have the 

ability to approach him adequately in prayer, he does the work of prayer for me, allowing me simply to respond to his constant reaching 

out to ME. He does this for YOU too. We can pray any time we want because God loves us with a perfect love and keeps the lines of 

communications open 24/7. And best yet .. if we’re willing to accept the conversation .. regardless of whether we run off at the mouth, sit 

silent like a fool who has nothing to say, get distracted because of things around us or things happening in our lives, or even if we’ve 

gone perhaps too long without speaking to God … He’s always there! He’s always directing the prayer! He always has OUR best interest 

in his mind! And he translates our simple minded weaknesses of prayer into his own language to best understand us and our needs, again, 

even better than we know ourselves. The Spirit comes to the aid of our weakness! He intercedes for the holy ones � that would be you and 

me and all the baptized and those whom he loves � according to�God’s�will. Wow! Are we the most blessed and fortunate of people, or 

what? God loves us! He constantly reaches out to us! He overlooks our MANY failings! He takes time for us even if we’re not good at 

doing the same for him! And despite our “smallness” .. he always seems to find us! Let’s show our appreciation always and everywhere 

by simply taking the time to be in his presence … and make time to pray! He’s waiting and he’s listening!�

�



MASS INTENTIONS�

 JULY 18 �  JULY 26�

�

Saturday   July 18      Geraldine Grant (Birth.)�

�

Sunday      July 19      Jose & Maria Pimentel�

                                     Francisco, Nadir & Son�

� �           Theodore Polka (6th Anniv)�

�

Monday    July  20     Maria Pedro (Birth. Rem.)�

Thursday  July  23     Special Intention �

�

Saturday  July  25      Jose, Tony & Domingas Batista�

                                     Maria dos Reis & family�

Sunday     July  26      Ann & George Botelho �

                                     Hubert and Menard Families�

WEEKLY COLLECTION�

JULY 12�

BUDGET � $ 1,762.00�

SECOND COLLECTION  � $ 743.00�

 CANDLES�$98�

WE ARE THANKFUL FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT 

DURING THESE  TRYING TIMES. YOU MAY DROP OFF 

YOUR  WEEKLY CONTRIBUTIONS AT THE RECTORY, AT 

MASS ON SUNDAY  OR  BY MAILING THEM TO US.�

� � � � � THANK YOU.�

SUNDAY MASS ATTENDANCE: PLEASE REMEMBER THAT 

YOU MUST CALL OR EMAIL THE OFFICE TO RESERVE A 

SEAT AT MASS.  YOUR RESERVATION ONE WEEK DOES 

NOT ASSURE YOUR RESERVATION EVERY WEEK.  YOU 

MUST SUBMIT YOUR REQUEST EACH WEEK.�

OUR EMAIL IS: SAINTDOMINICPARISH@COMCAST.NET�

AND OUR OFFICE NUMBER IS 508�675�7206�

�

�

�

�

The Catholic Appeal is in full swing, and to date we 

have raised $8,269. There is still time to participate! �

SEE ALL THE…ENCOURAGEMENT. This year’s 79th 

Catholic Appeal theme is “See All the People.” Please join your 

fellow parishioners in bearing witness to those in need in our 

communities, and “seeing” all the good our generosity can do for 

others. The agencies and apostolates supported by the Appeal 

provide encouragement to those who are deepening their faith 

journeys, and those who endeavor for a better tomorrow. The 

Appeal sustains life�affirming services such as marriage prepara-

tion and enrichment, citizenship preparation, and community 

action for better housing. Make your secure gift or pledge online 

today at www.givefrdiocese.org/2020�

 

 

 

Remembering Your Loved Ones�

�

It is easy to remember our loved ones in our own personal 

way,�

But what better way than a Mass or a Mass Card.�

Both are available here at St. Dominic’s.�

Please contact the Rectory to schedule and obtain Mass 

Cards.�

Masses are available until the end of the year.�

�

There are also weekly vigil candles available. �

JOB POSITION AVAILABLE�

�

Saint John of God is Hiring!�

 The parish is searching for an excellent candidate to hire 

as the parish Administrative Assistant. Lydia Costa, the 

parish secretary, has decided to retire. Although she cannot 

be replaced, they are searching for a suitable candidate to 

be the next SJoG Parish Administrative Assistant. For in-

formation on the job description, please visit the parish 

website at sjogsomerset.org. �

St. John of God Feast Food To Go�

� Friday July 31, 2020������ � ��  4�8PM�

� Saturday August 1, 2020 � � 4�8PM�

�

Caçoila Sandwich�� � ������� � � � � � ��$7.00 � ���

Chouriço & Chip �Sandwich� ����� �$8.00 � ���

Chouriço & Pepper Sandwich������$7.00 � � � ���

Bifanas������������������������������������������$7.00�

Suffed Quahog � 8oz.������������������ $4.00 ��

French Fries���������������������������������  $3.00 ��

Favas���������������������������������������������$5.00 ����

Rice Pudding���������������������������������$3.00����

Soda����������������������������������������������$1.00�

Water���������������������������������������������$1.00 ��

RESPECT LIFE July 19-25 is Natural Family Planning 

Awareness Week: Live the truth and beauty of God's plan for 

married love! Natural Family Planning- It's about love. It's 

about life. It's about freedom. It's about gift. Natural Family 

Planning (NFP) Awareness Week is a national educational 

campaign of the United States Conference of Catholic Bish-

ops. The dates of NFP Awareness Week highlight the anni-

versary of the papal encyclical Humanae Vitae (July 25) and 

the feast of Saints Joachim and Anne (July 26), the parents 

of the Blessed Mother. For more information visit usccb.org 

or www.fallriverfaithformation.org.  
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Custom Fitted Bras  
& Energywear

Gisele Sardinha  508-989-3591

ThePerfectLifestyle.net

What’s my home worth? 
Call 508-574-6510 (C)
TConnearneyRealtor@gmail.com 

Tammy 
Connearney 
REAL ESTATE AGENT

Contact Tom Blanco to place an ad today! 
tblanco@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6285

FIRE & BURGLAR 
ALARM SYSTEMS

1-800-337-9469
HENRY C. SIDOK  | REHOBOTH, MA

Angele’s 
Cleaning 
Service
Call 508-667-1185
SWANSEA, MA

FUEL OIL 
BURNER SERVICE

Towne Heating 
Co., Inc.

INSTALLATION AND 
ALTERATIONS

EST. 1953 • PAUL DENIS
1162 G.A.R. HIGHWAY, RTE. 6

SWANSEA, MASS

508-672-6384

PROUDLY SERVING

our community

WARING-SULLIVAN
HOME AT BIRCHCREST

189 GARDNERS NECK ROAD
SWANSEA, MA 02777

508-676-1933    waring-sullivan.com
A Service Affiliate of AFFS & Service Corp. Int’l., 206 Winter St., Fall River, MA 02720

Johnson’s Roadside
Farm Market

Home-Grown Quality Fruits &  
Vegetables From Our Family Farm

Our Own Fresh Baked Goods
445 Market St. (Rt. 136), N. Swansea

508-379-0349
www.johnsonsroadsidemarket.com


