
SUNDAY , JULY 26, 2020�

�

WEEKEND MASS SCHEDULE� until further notice�

St. Dominic Church�Sunday at 9:30am�

St. Francis of Assisi�Sunday at 11:00am�

Reservations required: call office before Thursday. �

�

Contact:�

Parish Office:� 508�675�7206�

Parish fax:� 508�672�4716�

Email: saintdominicparish@comcast.net�

Religious Ed Grades 1�7: 508�675�7002�

Confirmation 1 & 2 Coordinator: 508�674�0024�

Email:��joyann56@comcast.net�

Baptism: Please call the rectory to register.                 

Marriage: Call at least 8 months before date of wedding  

First Communion:  After completing a two year        

program for First and Second Grade.                                         �

Communion to the Homebound: Please call the rectory 

about receiving communion at home. �

PARISH STAFF:   �

Pastor:�� Rev. Philip N.� Hamel�

Deacon:� Rev. Mr. Gary M. John�

Custodian: Peter Urban�

Faith Formation Coordinator:� Barbara Domingue�

Faithways Director: Frank Bragantin�

Confirmation Coordinators:� Joy & Joe Vivieros�

Office Manager/Bulletin:� Louise Guglielmo�

�

�Parish Address:      

P.O. Box 205, Swansea, MA 02777 or �

1277 G.A.R. Highway, Swansea, MA� 02777 �

�

Parish Registration: Please call the Rectory to Reg-

ister.  �

�

PARISH WEBSITE: www.stdominicswansea.org�

�

Parish Bulletin online: �

https://www.parishesonline.com/find/st�dominic� �

�

FACEBOOK ONLINE: �

https://www.facebook.com/St�Dominic�Parish�

Swansea�193026010775744/  �

�

�

July 26, 2020�

Living the Paschal Mystery�

��

�

The Christian Life ought to be a source of joy for 

us.� Some of this joy is reflected in the first two para-

bles.� In each, people sell whatever they can to take 

possession of a prized object.� This is what it ought to 

be like for us with respect to the kingdom of heav-

en.� Once we realize what it is, what a prize we have, 

we joyfully reorient all of our priorities in light of 

it.� We want that one prize above all else.� And what’s 

more, we have it!� Thus, the source of joy.�

��

When animated by Christian joy, we may be shocked 

at the inevitable suffering and death that Christ experi-

ences.� There is evil in the world and this evil imping-

es on our own reality.� It certainly did for Jesus.� But 

that terrible experience is not the end.� Joy and love 

triumph as new life springs forth from humiliation and 

death.� This new life itself is a cause of joy.� And so as 

Christians our joy is foundational.� It should be a hall-

mark of our witness in the world.� It is an essential 

element of our living the paschal mystery.�



 �

�

�

�

�

Dear Sisters and Brothers,�

�� � ��

 Our first reading for the 17th Sunday in Ordinary times is taken from the Old Testament 1st Book of Kings. In the passage 

chosen for this particular Sunday we see a very young King Solomon who has just risen to the throne of his father King �

David who has died. The passage suggests a face to face conversation between God and Solomon where the Lord tells �

Solomon to ask for whatever he wants. What does Solomon ask for? He asks for an understanding heart to judge the people 

and the ability to distinguish between right and wrong. The answer given by God is that it’s a good request, and because it 

was a self�less request, God is going to make him the wisest man who was and who ever will be.��

�

 Passages like this one are referred to as being part of our Salvation history. Most of the books of the Old Testament weren’t 

written by individuals but by “schools” of minor prophets � students, if you will, of a greater prophet or teacher who would 

help guide their narratives. The history written isn’t to be taken literally as a series of facts in chronological order as we see 

history today but rather as spiritual truths relayed to the faithful in terms that will help them to understand the hand of God as 

he intervenes in human history. So .. did God and Solomon have a face to face conversation? Doubtful! However, the truth 

to the passage is to help us understand that God gave Solomon the favor of a graced wisdom which seemed to surpass the 

wisdom of anyone who lived at that time or in the past. The passage explains to us Solomons’ wisdom and sense of under-

standing was more than impressive, to the point where people from other kingdoms would travel extraordinary distances to 

seek his advice. He was that smart and that well known for being that smart! In today’s age, I suspect that his IQ would 

probably be considered “genius” status.�

�

 Jesus, when he speaks of Solomon to the disciples does mention that the Queen of the South came to seek the wisdom of 

Solomon. But what did Jesus add to that fact? He added, in reference to himself, that “you have something greater than �

Solomon here.” So what about God’s promise to Solomon that there would never be anyone as wise as him? It was simply a 

tool to reinforce to the people of Israel that Solomon was probably the brightest man of the age and that it would take some-

one special to top him. But was Solomon smart in every decision that he made? Unfortunately no! He had perhaps hundreds 

of wives in marriages made for political alliances and to show his wealth .. and for many of these wives who were pagan, 

Solomon disobeyed God and built for them pagan temples where they could worship in the manner of their own ancestors. 

Not such a smart move on his part.��

�

 Just as God gave wisdom to Solomon, he also imparts the gift of wisdom to each and every single Catholic who has been 

fully initiated into the faith through baptism, reception of the Eucharist, and Confirmation. In fact, wisdom is one of the gifts 

of the Holy Spirit. The wisdom given to us, like that given to Solomon, helps us to also have understanding hearts and to be 

able to distinguish between right and wrong. Of course, he likewise gave to us, as he gave to Solomon, free will which some-

times causes us, like Solomon to do things that probably aren’t right .. or if you will .. not particularly bright! And yet we 

have the same gift of wisdom given to us by God! .. and that brings me to our psalm response for the weekend. It is: “�Lord, 

I love your commands”.��

�

 I suspect that if I was to canvass the parish and ask every one to respond to “Do you love God’s commands?”, I would get 

(hopefully) a 100% response of “�YES! I love God’s commands!” Naturally, if that was to be the response, then the follow 

up question would have to be “�Then how well are you doing with it?”�

�

 Jesus gives us lots of commands. Love God with all of your being! Make sure you put God first always and in all things! 

Love your neighbor! Love your enemy! Turn the other cheek! Walk the extra mile! Forgive not seven times but seventy 

times seven times! Wash each others feet, figuratively! Give to those who have nothing! … and the list goes on and on. So 

again .. do we really love doing all of these things? How many of us really and truly love forgiving someone who has 

wronged us or lied to us over and over and over again. How many of us really find it easy to love an enemy and so do it? 

How many of us really love just walking that extra mile even when we seem to have reached our limit? I think that the �

answer to all of this is that sometimes being a disciple isn’t always as easy as some people seem to think. Some days, it’s 

downright difficult, especially if we happen to have been born with the “stubborn” gene or the “quick tempered” gene or the 

slightly “self�centered” gene as part of our DNA! We’re all human! None of us is perfect! However, we have been given 

wisdom � wisdom to understand God’s commands! �wisdom to know the difference between right and wrong! � wisdom to �

forgive even if we’re not wild about the person who is to be forgiven! � wisdom to seek forgiveness from those who we may 

have wronged! �wisdom to seeks God’s grace to better ourselves as his disciples! And the wisdom to grow stronger in our 

love of his commands! Like anything, following commands requires a certain amount of discipline. Please God we all have 

the discipline to live the proverbial Wisdom of Solomon by putting God first in all things and continuing to grow in our love 

of his commands! Through our prayer lives, our reception of the sacraments and the support of the saints, surpassing the 

Wisdom of Solomon we can live fully with the Wisdom of the Holy Spirit which is the Spirit of God, the Spirit of Jesus … 

Jesus who in fact is greater than Solomon! And because God gives us the wisdom to do it, it’s always within our reach and 

our ability!�



MASS INTENTIONS�

 JULY 25 � AUGUST 2�

�

�

Saturday  July  25      Jose, Tony & Domingas Batista�

                                     Maria dos Reis & family�

Sunday     July  26      Ann & George Botelho �

                                     Hubert and Menard Families�

�

Monday    July 27      Available�

Thursday July 30       Available �

�

Saturday  Aug.  1      Manuel Faria and Family�

Sunday     Aug.  2      Julius and Ann Rackowski�

                                    Mary Jane Hargreaves�

WEEKLY COLLECTION�

JULY 19�

BUDGET � $ 1,110�

SECOND COLLECTION  � $ 401�

WE ARE THANKFUL FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT 

DURING THESE  TRYING TIMES. YOU MAY DROP OFF 

YOUR  WEEKLY CONTRIBUTIONS AT THE RECTORY, AT 

MASS ON SUNDAY  OR  BY MAILING THEM TO US.�

� � � � � THANK YOU.�

SUNDAY MASS ATTENDANCE: PLEASE REMEMBER THAT 

YOU MUST CALL OR EMAIL THE OFFICE TO RESERVE A 

SEAT AT MASS.  YOUR RESERVATION ONE WEEK DOES 

NOT ASSURE YOUR RESERVATION EVERY WEEK.  YOU 

MUST SUBMIT YOUR REQUEST EACH WEEK.�

OUR EMAIL IS: SAINTDOMINICPARISH@COMCAST.NET�

AND OUR OFFICE NUMBER IS 508�675�7206�

�

�

�

�

�

The Catholic Appeal is in full swing, and to date we 

have raised $ 9,499. There is still time to participate! �

�

The Catholic Appeal is in its final stretch. There is just one 

week left to make your annual gift or pledge. There is still 

time to participate! Your contribution helps the Diocese fund 

vital programs and ministries that serve the needy of south-

eastern Massachusetts, Cape Cod, and the islands � one per-

son at a time. Your contribution makes a difference � it can 

help a child who needs food, a youth who is discovering the 

value of his or her faith, an unwed mother struggling to cope, 

housing for the homeless, and much more. You can mail your 

gift to the Catholic Appeal, 450 Highland Ave., Fall River, 

MA 02720 or drop it off at the parish. You can also make a 

gift or pledge online at�www.givefrdiocese.org/2020�until 

11:59 p.m. EDT on Friday, July 31. 

 

 

 

Remembering Your Loved Ones�

�

It is easy to remember our loved ones in our own personal 

way,�

But what better way than a Mass or a Mass Card.�

Both are available here at St. Dominic’s.�

Please contact the Rectory to schedule and obtain Mass 

Cards.�

Masses are available until the end of the year.�

�

There are also weekly vigil candles available. �

St. John of God Feast Food To Go�

� Friday July 31, 2020������ � ��  4�8PM�

� Saturday August 1, 2020 � � 4�8PM�

�

Caçoila Sandwich�� � ������� � � � � � ��$7.00 � ���

Chouriço & Chip �Sandwich� ����� �$8.00 � ���

Chouriço & Pepper Sandwich������$7.00 � � � ���

Bifanas������������������������������������������$7.00�

Suffed Quahog � 8oz.������������������ $4.00 ��

French Fries���������������������������������  $3.00 ��

Favas���������������������������������������������$5.00 ����

Rice Pudding���������������������������������$3.00����

Soda����������������������������������������������$1.00�

Water���������������������������������������������$1.00 ��

WORLDWIDE MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER �

HAS GONE VIRTUAL!�

�

To support married couples during this time of social distancing, 

Worldwide Marriage Encounter is sponsoring a  “virtual” mar-

riage experience called  Restore�Rekindle�Renew!�

This enrichment experience  will meet via  ZOOM  for seven�

Sessions on Monday evenings beginning September 14 through 

October 26 from  7�9:30 PM. �

Registration is limited and a $50 application fee is required.�

Visit them at https://wwmema.org

Pope Francis’ Prayer for protection from the 

Coronavirus 

 

O Mary, you shine continuously on our journey as a sign�

of salvation and hope.�

We entrust ourselves to you, Health of the Sick.�

At the foot of the Cross you participated in Jesus’ pain,�

with steadfast faith.�

You, Salvation of the Roman People, know what we need.�

We are certain that you will provide, so that,�

as you did at Cana of Galilee,�

joy and feasting might return after this moment of trial.�

Help us, Mother of Divine Love,�

to conform ourselves to the Father’s will�

and to do what Jesus tells us:�

He who took our sufferings upon Himself,�

and bore our sorrows to bring us,�

through the Cross, to the joy of the Resurrection.�

Amen.�

We seek refuge under your protection, O Holy Mother of 

God.�

Do not despise our pleas � we who are put to the test�

� and deliver us from every danger, O glorious and blessed �

Virgin.�
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Custom Fitted Bras  
& Energywear

Gisele Sardinha  508-989-3591

ThePerfectLifestyle.net

What’s my home worth? 
Call 508-574-6510 (C)
TConnearneyRealtor@gmail.com 

Tammy 
Connearney 
REAL ESTATE AGENT

Contact Tom Blanco to place an ad today! 
tblanco@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6285

FIRE & BURGLAR 
ALARM SYSTEMS

1-800-337-9469
HENRY C. SIDOK  | REHOBOTH, MA

Angele’s 
Cleaning 
Service
Call 508-667-1185
SWANSEA, MA

FUEL OIL 
BURNER SERVICE

Towne Heating 
Co., Inc.

INSTALLATION AND 
ALTERATIONS

EST. 1953 • PAUL DENIS
1162 G.A.R. HIGHWAY, RTE. 6

SWANSEA, MASS

508-672-6384

PROUDLY SERVING

our community

WARING-SULLIVAN
HOME AT BIRCHCREST

189 GARDNERS NECK ROAD
SWANSEA, MA 02777

508-676-1933    waring-sullivan.com
A Service Affiliate of AFFS & Service Corp. Int’l., 206 Winter St., Fall River, MA 02720

Johnson’s Roadside
Farm Market

Home-Grown Quality Fruits &  
Vegetables From Our Family Farm

Our Own Fresh Baked Goods
445 Market St. (Rt. 136), N. Swansea

508-379-0349
www.johnsonsroadsidemarket.com


