
SUNDAY AUGUST 9, 2020�

�

WEEKEND MASS SCHEDULE� until further notice�

St. Dominic Church�Sunday at 9:30am�

St. Francis of Assisi�Sunday at 11:00am�

RESERVATIONS REQUIRED!�

 call or email the office before Thursday. �

�

Contact:�

Parish Office:� 508�675�7206�

Parish fax:� 508�672�4716�

Email: saintdominicparish@comcast.net�

Religious Ed Grades 1�7: 508�675�7002�

Confirmation 1 & 2 Coordinator: 508�674�0024�

Email:��joyann56@comcast.net�

Baptism: Please call the rectory to register.                 

Marriage: Call at least 8 months before date of wedding  

First Communion:  After completing a two year        

program for First and Second Grade.                                         �

Communion to the Homebound: Please call the rectory 

about receiving communion at home. �

PARISH STAFF:   �

Pastor:�� Rev. Philip N.� Hamel�

Deacon:� Rev. Mr. Gary M. John�

Custodian: Peter Urban�

Faith Formation Coordinator:� Barbara Domingue�

Faithways Director: Frank Bragantin�

Confirmation Coordinators:� Joy & Joe Vivieros�

Office Manager/Bulletin:� Louise Guglielmo�

�

�Parish Address:      

P.O. Box 205, Swansea, MA 02777 or �

1277 G.A.R. Highway, Swansea, MA� 02777 �

�

Parish Registration: Please call the Rectory to Reg-

ister.  �

�

PARISH WEBSITE: www.stdominicswansea.org�

�

Parish Bulletin online: �

https://www.parishesonline.com/find/st�dominic� �

�

FACEBOOK ONLINE: �

https://www.facebook.com/St�Dominic�Parish�

Swansea�193026010775744/  �

Living the Pascal Mystery�

��

We might wonder why Jesus commanded his disci-

ples to set out by boat at dusk to meet him on the 

other side.� It does not sound like a very wise or 

prudent request, and especially so after the storm 

arose.� Nevertheless, the disciples follow the advise 

of their master.� Rather than meet them on the oth-

er side, during the darkest part of the night, the 

disciples experience Jesus walking on the water in 

the midst of the wind and storm.� Impetuous Peter 

seeks to walk on water too, but he is unable to do 

so due to his lack of faith.� In the end, the Lord 

calms the storm and joins the disciples in the boat.�

��

When we experience turbulence and storms, we 

may be reassured that the Lord is near.� When we 

call, he answers.� He will join us and the storms will 

subside.� Is it any wonder this story has been read 

for centuries as an allegory for the relationship be-

tween Christ and the church?� The boat may pro-

tect us from the storm, but we still experience the 

effects of the storm.� It is only Jesus himself who 

can calm the waters.�



�

�

�

�

�

�

Dear Sisters and Brothers,�

�

 The word of the Lord came to the Prophet Elijah at Mt. Horeb, which our first reading describes as “the mountain of God.” In ancient times, 

the peoples of most nations believed that their God or gods lived in particular places that were relatively local. Just about every pagan religion 

of the time had physical locations close by where their gods were thought to be present. Hence local areas had local gods. The ancient Isrealites 

were somewhat the same as their neighbors with the exception that they had only one God and not a pantheon of gods. And for the people of 

Israel at the time of Elijah, that place where God dwelt was Mt. Horeb, which by extension became a sacred place. Therefore it is not the least 

bit unusual for a holy man like Elijah to visit the mountain, or spend time at the mountain, or even sleep occasionally on the mountain.��

�

 In our first reading the Lord command Elijah to stand outside of the particular cave where the prophet has taken shelter. He is told that the 

Lord will be passing by. We need to imagine the next few lines as Elijah describes what he witnesses when first standing outside of the cave as 

he was ordered to do. First, the wind picks up to such an extent that it appeared literally to be tearing the mountain apart and crushing rocks. 

Honestly, most of us would have gone running into the cave! .. but Elijah stood his ground. Next there was an earthquake. Now, most of us 

would then come running out of the cave. But, both of these events would have been seen by most ancient people as being signs of the presence 

of a god who for whatever reason was upset or angry or just in the mood to show how mighty and powerful he really was. Ancient gods liked to 

do that sort of thing, according to the minds and prophets of old. However, did Elijah experience the presence of God in these two extraordi-

nary events? Nope!!! Not even close!!!�

�

 Elijah experienced the presence of God in “a tiny whispering sound.” And when he heard this tiny whispering sound, what did he do? He hid 

face in his cloak and stood by the entrance of the cave because he knew that he was in fact in the presence of God and he was unworthy to have 

this Majestic God look upon him. This same attitude still exists amongst the Jew today in the form of their yarmulkes! The men (and it still 

remains in many forms of Judaism where women take a back seat in synagogues) cover their heads, particularly while in prayer, so that as God 

looks down from the heavens, he might not have to look upon their sinfulness! And so Elijah covered his face!�

�

 Most of the Jews of the time, and I suspect their pagan neighbors too, would have been somewhat surprised in how God chose to reveal him-

self. Indeed, many might have been disappointed! What kind of a God/god reveals himself or herself in something so simple that lacks any sign 

of strength??? How is a tiny whispering sound suppose to impress anyone or any nation so that they respect not only God but likewise his peo-

ple? It seems a contradiction!�

�

 Thankfully, Elijah wasn’t only smart enough but also faith�filled enough to recognize the presence of God, the voice of God, the majesty and 

magnificence of God in the tiny whispering sound. Elijah had the grace to know and then to teach to the people of Israel that their God, the one 

true God, was and remains a gentle God of love and peace who abhors anything and everything contrary to that love and peace which is in fact 

God himself. Elijah had the grace to know and teach that God often times shows himself and his power in situations and persons who might 

appear to the world to be small, or weak, or insignificant, or of little consequence, or simply in persons or situations that merit nothing more 

than to be overlooked. God’s ways are not man’s ways, and man’s ways are not God’s ways.�

 In the Preface for Martyrs, the prayer of the church reminds us that God often chooses the weak and makes them strong, not physically, but 

rather in bearing the faith. The person that comes to mind in explaining this is the person of Rosa Parks who is best known for her role in the 

bus boycott that took place in Montgomery, Alabama on December 1st of 1955. (I was 3 1/2 months old!) Rosa was sitting in the “Blacks only” 

section of the bus when she was ordered by the white bus driver to give up her seat to a white person because the “whites only” section of the 

bus was full. She refused to give up her seat and her act became a foundation stone of the Civil Rights movement in our country.��

�

 When Rosa Parks boarded the bus on that particular day, as she did so often, no one paid particular attention to her. No one recognized her as 

being a Civil Rights pioneer who would one day be awarded the Presidential Medal of Freedom. In reality, most would have seen her as being 

small, or weak, or insignificant, or of little consequence, or simply a person in a situation that merited nothing more than to be overlooked. And 

yet, nothing could have been further from the truth!��

�

 I would imagine that on that particular day, Mrs. Parks didn’t see herself as a potential American Icon. But as a woman of faith, she did see 

herself as a child of God, created in his image, sharing a dignity that extends to all of God’s children, as a human person deserving of respect 

even if the society in which she lived disagreed. She knew the difference between right and wrong. She also was able to recognize situations of 

wrong and sin. And because of her faith in God, she stood her ground against what can only be called a sinful injustice, legal though it may 

have been in the country at the time. God chose to work through “a small whispering sound” to move mountains of racial injustice in our land. 

Unfortunately, we still have a long way to go. Why? Because sin, a lack of love which equates to a lack of God, still exists in our world. In the 

person of Jesus, of course, we know that ultimately, sin will lose!�

�

 In our own lives, how many of us ask God for the mountain rending winds and the earthquakes � or perhaps better put, for monumental inter-

ventions in our lives � rather than looking for God in the small, gentle, selfless, kind and perhaps even “insignificant” events in our lives. So 

often God is present to us and because we have our sights set on the “lookout” for the BIG AND THE BOLD, we perhaps overlook, ignore and 

perhaps even ridicule the smallness of loving moments which have within them the presence of a BIG AND BOLD God! Sometimes we see bet-

ter in hindsight! Often when we look back on things that at the time seemed overwhelming and impossible, we can recognize points of grace � 

within ourselves or in the actions/presence of others � where it becomes obvious that God was present to us to see us through rough times. We 

didn’t see the hand of God at the time … kind of like in the “Footprints” prayer where there is only one set of footprints in the sand during 

those times when God was carrying us. However, the point of our discipleship is to train ourselves to constantly be on the “lookout” for the 

presence of God in our daily lives. If we only look for God in the big and the bold, if we only look for him in things and situations that appear to 

be mighty and majestic, we run the risk of not recognizing God in the small whispering sounds. We run the risk of not honoring or loving God 

in the small whispering sounds. We run the risk of not praising and thanking God in the small whispering sounds. We run the risk of not em-

bracing God in the small whispering sounds. We run the risk of missing so many opportunities that God gives us to simply stand in his presence 

… we run the risk of not training for that day when that small whispering sound invites us home. And as Jesus told us, those who have ears 

ought to hear! We’ll never hear if we don’t stop to listen! Like Elijah, we need to be open to listening with anticipation and humility! It’s what 

God is really calling us to do!�



CHURCH CANDLE�

Tony Vieira  �  health and healing �

�

MASS INTENTIONS�

 AUGUST 9� AUGUST 16�

�

Saturday� August 8� Edward Olson�

� � � Guilherme Oliveira (8

th

 Anniv.)�

� � � Jose Arruda Viveiros (8

th

 Anniv.)�

�

Sunday�  August 9� Jose & Marie Pimentel�

� � � Jose Bernardo�

� � � Souls in Purgatory�

� � � Joao & Maria Hermengildo�

� � � Eugene Charest�

� � � �

Thursday August 13� Tony Vieira�health and healing�

�

Saturday  August 15           Intentions Available�

Sunday    August 16� Mary Grace Chaves�

� � � Roberto Andrade�

� � � David Couturier (2nd Anniv.)�

WEEKLY COLLECTION�

AUGUST 2, 2020�

BUDGET � $ 1,356�

SECOND COLLECTION  � $ 316�

�

PLEASE CONTINUE TO SUPPORT YOUR PARISH.  �

THANK YOU�

 KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS MEETINGS:�

4th Degree K of C  �  AUGUST 20th at 7pm�

Join us for Saint Vincent’s 15

th

�Annual Semi�Virtual 

Motorcycle Run�

COVID�19 can’t stop � won’t stop our Annual Bike Run! 

The Saint Vincent’s annual Bike Run raises more than 

$20,000 to provide necessities for the children and youth at 

Saint Vincent’s. �This year our Ride has turned “Virtual”! 

Riders and passengers can purchase their tickets online and 

will then join us on Sunday, August 16th for a Virtual Mo-

torcycle Run.�

Riders will arrive at Saint Vincent’s starting at 9:00am and 

a Saint Vincent’s Volunteer will direct Riders to park their 

bikes in designated parking spots (all Bike’s will be 6 feet 

apart). Once parked each Rider/Passenger can stay on/near 

their Bike to be checked in and receive their Bike Run T�

Shirt. Kick Stands will be up at 10:00am and all Riders are 

encouraged to enjoy the 50 mile bike run that travels 

through the scenic back roads of Fall River, Freetown, 

Taunton, Berkley and Lakeville, and ending by driving past 

Saint Vincent’s. Riders are not required to follow our 50 

mile route or wait until 10am to begin their ride.�

�

Bike Run Timeline�

· 9:00�9:45am � Registration 

· 10:00am � Kick Stands Up 

· 11:00 � Ride Ends with a Drive By at Saint Vincent’s �

               Services�

ST. DOMINIC’S KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS�

BISHOP CASSIDY COUNCIL 3669�

SWANSEA MA�

�

9TH ANNUAL CHARITABLE FUNDRAISER 2020�

�

CLAMBOIL � PICK UP AND GO!�

DINNER INCLUDES:�

STUFFED QUAHOG, CHOWDER, �

CORN ON THE COB AND CLAMBOIL�

�

DATE: SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 19th�

TIME: 4� 5:30PM�

PLACE: ST. DOMINIC’S CHURCH HALL�

1277 GAR HIGHWAY, SWANSEA, MA�

�

ANYONE INTERESTED CAN CONTACT ANY�

MEMBER OF THE KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS�

OR CALL THE RECTORY AT (508) 675�7002�

�

DONATION  �  $25.00�

�

When you think of Church, what images come to your mind?�

�

Do you see more than a building � do you see a heart and a soul? �

�

The Church is a living, breathing entity: an institution that draws 

strength from its people.�

People who are actively engaged, together, in the process of 

building a community that is dedicated to worship, fellowship, 

discipleship, mission, and sharing the good news of the Gospel.�

�

Connecting our people to the mission of the 79th Catholic Ap-

peal is central to this year’s theme � which hearkens back to a 

simple childhood nursery rhyme we can all remember…�

�

Here’s the Church…�

Here’s the steeple…�

Open the door, and…�

�

�

�

�

�

�

Your contribution helps the Diocese fund vital programs and 

ministries that serve the needy of southeastern Massachusetts, 

Cape Cod, and the islands � one person at a time. Your contribu-

tion makes a difference � it can help a child who needs food, a 

youth who is discovering the value of his or her faith, an unwed 

mother struggling to cope, housing for the homeless, and much 

more. You can make a gift or pledge online at 

www.givefrdiocese.org/2020 �

�

OUR PARISH 2020 TOTAL TO DATE IS  $ 24,354�

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT�

TO HELP THOSE IN NEED�

�



 Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 • Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 • www.4lpi.com St. Dominic, Swansea, MA 03-1333

Custom Fitted Bras  
& Energywear

Gisele Sardinha  508-989-3591

ThePerfectLifestyle.net

What’s my home worth? 
Call 508-574-6510 (C)
TConnearneyRealtor@gmail.com 

Tammy 
Connearney 
REAL ESTATE AGENT

Contact Tom Blanco to place an ad today! 
tblanco@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6285

FIRE & BURGLAR 
ALARM SYSTEMS

1-800-337-9469
HENRY C. SIDOK  | REHOBOTH, MA

Angele’s 
Cleaning 
Service
Call 508-667-1185
SWANSEA, MA

FUEL OIL 
BURNER SERVICE

Towne Heating 
Co., Inc.

INSTALLATION AND 
ALTERATIONS

EST. 1953 • PAUL DENIS
1162 G.A.R. HIGHWAY, RTE. 6

SWANSEA, MASS

508-672-6384

PROUDLY SERVING

our community

WARING-SULLIVAN
HOME AT BIRCHCREST

189 GARDNERS NECK ROAD
SWANSEA, MA 02777

508-676-1933    waring-sullivan.com
A Service Affiliate of AFFS & Service Corp. Int’l., 206 Winter St., Fall River, MA 02720

Johnson’s Roadside
Farm Market

Home-Grown Quality Fruits &  
Vegetables From Our Family Farm

Our Own Fresh Baked Goods
445 Market St. (Rt. 136), N. Swansea

508-379-0349
www.johnsonsroadsidemarket.com


