
SUNDAY AUGUST 16, 2020�

�

WEEKEND MASS SCHEDULE� until further notice�

St. Dominic Church�Sunday at 9:30am�

St. Francis of Assisi�Sunday at 11:00am�

RESERVATIONS REQUIRED!�

 call or email the office before Thursday. �

�

Contact:�

Parish Office:� 508�675�7206�

Parish fax:� 508�672�4716�

Email: saintdominicparish@comcast.net�

Religious Ed Grades 1�7: 508�675�7002�

Confirmation 1 & 2 Coordinator: 508�674�0024�

Email:��joyann56@comcast.net�

Baptism: Please call the rectory to register.                 

Marriage: Call at least 8 months before date of wedding  

First Communion:  After completing a two year        

program for First and Second Grade.                                         �

Communion to the Homebound: Please call the rectory 

about receiving communion at home. �

PARISH STAFF:   �

Pastor:�� Rev. Philip N.� Hamel�

Deacon:� Rev. Mr. Gary M. John�

Custodian: Peter Urban�

Faith Formation Coordinator:� Barbara Domingue�

Faithways Director: Frank Bragantin�

Confirmation Coordinators:� Joy & Joe Vivieros�

Office Manager/Bulletin:� Louise Guglielmo�

�

�Parish Address:      

P.O. Box 205, Swansea, MA 02777 or �

1277 G.A.R. Highway, Swansea, MA� 02777 �

�

Parish Registration: Please call the Rectory to Reg-

ister.  �

�

PARISH WEBSITE: www.stdominicswansea.org�

�

Parish Bulletin online: �

https://www.parishesonline.com/find/st�dominic� �

�

FACEBOOK ONLINE: �

https://www.facebook.com/St�Dominic�Parish�

Swansea�193026010775744/  �

August 16, 2020�

Living the Pascal Mystery�

��

The resurrec	on gives power and new life.� A�er the resur-

rec	on, Jesus tells his disciples to go to all na	ons, teach-

ing and bap	zing.� The scene from today’s gospel lets us 

know that the earthly ministry of Jesus was not character-

ized in that way, at least not as Ma#hew presents it.� But 

now that Christ has been raised from the dead, all are wel-

come, and all may be disciples.� No longer is God’s chosen 

people limited to one group.� Instead, by what God has 

done in Christ, all are chosen and called to be children of 

God.�

��

The suffering and death of Jesus put an end to a way of 

thinking that saw God’s favor bestowed on a limited group 

of people.� With the resurrec	on, there has been 

a�metanoia,�a new way of thinking that embraces inclusion 

and invita	on.� Let us be guided by a resurrec	on way of 

life that seeks to welcome rather than create divisions.� In 

so doing, we will be living the paschal mystery.�



�

�

�

�

Dear Sisters and Brothers,�

�

 Jesus makes clear to the Canaanite woman in this weekends gospel from St. Matthew that his mission was only to the lost sheep of the 

house of Israel. Was that really his mission from the Father? Was his mission intended to be that completely narrow? Of course we know 

that it was not! Jesus came to save all of the Father’s children from all times! .. and thank goodness for that!�

 �

 Why would St. Matthew record Jesus’ words in this way? Was it in fact a verbatim record of Jesus’ conversation with the Canaanite 

woman? In truth, we’ll never know for 100% certainty what the rationale was for this on Jesus’ part or on St. Matthews part, but a couple 

of explanations come to mind. First, St. Matthew was writing for a primarily Jewish congregation and for them, the Messiah was a fulfill-

ment of a promise made to Abraham and his children � in other words, for Jews alone. Jews may have taken exception to others being 

included, particularly in the earliest days of the church and there was no reason for St. Matthew to purposely insult them. Hence, Jesus’ 

language. That could explain Jesus telling the woman that it is not right to take the food of children and throw it to the dogs. To be hon-

est, the woman would have had every right to have been insulted by those words. Jews on the other hand would have seen it as a proper 

response of a Jewish Rabbi to a non�Jew, particularly a woman. So … did Jesus actually say these words or didn’t he? Honestly, we 

won’t know for certain until we get to heaven. However, I suspect that he did and if this passage isn’t word for word verbatim, then it is 

most likely very, very close!�

�

 Jesus so often uses the situations that he finds himself in as opportunities to teach. Often times, these teachings are not what disciples of 

any Rabbi would have heard or expected, but then again, Jesus isn’t an ordinary Rabbi even for his day. But why do I think that Jesus 

would have used words that can be construed as offensive or insulting? Well first off, Jesus wasn’t constrained by 21st century political 

correctness. (Lucky him!) His words would not have been seen as offensive to his disciples or even to others within hearing distance. 

Even the Canaanite woman most likely would have seen Jesus’ response as normal for a 1st century Jewish Rabbi. If not, she would 

simply have left and gone home.��

�

 I think that our real question here should be why this particular exchange between Jesus and a foreigner would be seen by St. Matthew as 

being important enough to record in the gospel. And then why is it important enough to be included into the lectionary of the church for a 

Sunday reading.�

�

 Most of the early disciples, including the Apostles, simply assumed that this new movement created by Jesus would be a part of the Jew-

ish experience, or at least, a sect of Judaism. Because the Messiah was a promise to Abraham and his descendants through the line of 

King David, they assumed that everything about it had to be Jewish and involved with the Jewish state. That’s part of the reason why the 

disciples asked Jesus to send the woman away. She wasn’t Jewish! However, giving the woman a hearing (which many Rabbi’s of the 

time would not have done) Jesus shows to the amazement of his disciples that “outsiders” are also able to be “on Jesus’ radar”, so to 

speak. It’s another inkling that Salvation, while from the Jews, is not exclusively for the Jews. Non�Jews, or if you prefer gentiles, also 

merit the attention of Jesus and hence the attention of the God of Israel.�

�

 The Canaanites were the occupant of the land of Israel prior to Joshua leading the Israelites across the Jordan River and into the Prom-

ised Land after their forty year sojourn in the desert, post Egypt. As a result, they were the neighbors of Israel, but not always the friend-

liest of neighbors. The Canaanites were the ones who worshiped the Baal’s � those pagan gods who sometimes demanded human sacri-

fice and who were so often reviled by the Old Testament prophets. Most of the kings of Israel who got in trouble with God did so be-

cause of their giving in to erecting temples to the Baal’s for their foreign wives. Why is this important for our consideration? Because the 

Canaanites would have been seen by the ordinary Jew as being worse than Samaritans who were enemies of the Jews. But at least the 

Samaritans worshiped the right God .. they just did it wrong and in the wrong place! And yet here is good ole Jesus giving a hearing to 

not only a Canaanite, but to a Canaanite woman.�

�

 By questioning the woman and by giving her seemingly rough, if not insulting, responses, Jesus is giving his disciples the opportunity to 

witness first hand that even those outside of Israel can have faith in Jesus, and by extension in the God of Israel .. and mind you .. faith is 

a gift from God! Jesus likewise gives his disciples, through the perseverance of the woman, a first hand experience in the importance of 

persevering in prayer. Had the woman allowed herself to become discouraged, her prayer would perhaps have gone unheeded and her 

daughter remained tormented by a demon. Jesus likewise would not have had the opportunity, in front of his disciples, to tell the woman 

that her faith was “great” or strong, and that her request (her prayer) would be done as she wished. We should also note as being im-

portant that because the woman was a Canaanite, we can take for granted that she wasn’t even a disciple of Jesus, but rather someone 

who had simply heard of him.��

�

 The shocking lesson that the disciples got that day was that Jesus loves and has concern for ALL people. Jesus loves those individuals 

who “aren’t like us”, those who don’t worship like us, don’t think like us, don’t live like us, don’t look or dress like us, and who might 

not even like us. Jesus’ message from God the Father is a universal message of love, of grace, of salvation that goes beyond the artificial 

borders and barriers that humans tend to make for themselves and their own protection � physically, spiritually and emotionally. It’s an 

important message for our own times where we see a nation and world that seems fractured and divided. It means that in Jesus’s eyes, 

black lives matter! Blue lives matter! Lives of every color, race, ethnicity, faith tradition and on and on … they ALL matter. It’s another 

way of saying pro�life! But as disciples, we can’t say that we’re living in the Masters image if we, for one moment, think that persons of 

any one color, race, ethnicity, faith tradition don’t matter. So if we say that black lives don’t matter, we’re not good disciples! If we say 

that blue lives don’t matter, we’re not good disciples! And unless we have a respect for the lives of each and every person, then we’re not 

living in the Masters image. It can be a difficult path for some of us. Trust me when I say it was a difficult path for some of the early dis-

ciples, even St. Peter. But by the grace of God, the outpouring of the Holy Spirit and our clinging to the Cross of the Christ .. all things 

are possible � even our accepting, respecting and lifting up the lives and personhood of those, who like the Canaanite woman, at first 

glance don’t seem to fit our own sometimes narrow view of who is or should be considered by us as being a Child of God. So thank God 

that Jesus showed his love for the woman. It means that he can even love us!!!! It also means that we had better learn to be good at loving 

ALL others, if we aren’t already there … each and every one of them …no matter of who they are, what they do or what they look like!��



CHURCH CANDLE�

Mary Grace Chaves�

�

MASS INTENTIONS�

 AUGUST 9� AUGUST 16�

�

Saturday  August 15           Intentions Available�

Sunday    August 16� Mary Grace Chaves�

� � � Roberto Andrade�

� � � David Couturier (2nd Anniv.)�

�

Saturday  August 22� Robbie Gervasio�

�

Sunday�   August 23� Simeon Moses  Caouette �

� � � Marie Rose Caouette�

� � � Tony & Jose Baptista 5th Anniv.�

WEEKLY COLLECTION�

AUGUST 9, 2020�

BUDGET � $ 1,538.00�

SECOND COLLECTION  � $ 530.00�

�

WE ARE THANKFUL FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT 

DURING THESE  TRYING TIMES. YOU MAY DROP OFF 

YOUR  WEEKLY CONTRIBUTIONS AT THE RECTORY, AT 

MASS ON SUNDAY  OR  BY MAILING THEM TO US.�

ST. DOMINIC’S KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS�

BISHOP CASSIDY COUNCIL 3669�

SWANSEA MA�

�

9TH ANNUAL CHARITABLE FUNDRAISER 2020�

�

CLAMBOIL � PICK UP AND GO!�

DINNER INCLUDES:�

STUFFED QUAHOG, CHOWDER, �

CORN ON THE COB AND CLAMBOIL�

�

DATE: SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 19th�

TIME: 4� 5:30PM�

PLACE: ST. DOMINIC’S CHURCH HALL�

1277 GAR HIGHWAY, SWANSEA, MA�

�

ANYONE INTERESTED CAN CONTACT ANY�

MEMBER OF THE KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS�

OR CALL THE RECTORY AT (508) 675�7002�

�

DONATION  �  $25.00�

�

�

�

�

�

�

DARTMOUTH ─ Newman Catholic Ministry serves col-

leges and universities in the Fall River Diocese by provid-

ing pastoral services, programs of faith enrichment and 

instruction, and opportunities for college students to gather 

for prayer and camaraderie.�

Also referred to as campus ministry, its formal mission on 

its website reads in part: “to help students, faculty and staff 

of institutions of higher education within the diocese to 

form a Catholic community on campus, to live and learn 

the Catholic faith and put faith into action through service 

to others.”�

The Newman Catholic Ministry team is led by Father Da-

vid Frederici, who is director of campus ministry for the 

Fall River Diocese, and Deacon Frank Lucca, who is a 

campus minister.�

Newman Catholic Ministry has announced its schedule of 

programs for college students for the fall. Given the ongo-

ing pandemic, the need for social distancing and capacity 

limits within indoor spaces, most of the programs will be 

offered online via Zoom.�

For more information on these programs or other resources 

for college students or to reach either Father Frederici or Dea-

con Lucca, please visit�www.newmancatholicministry.org�for 

contact information.�

�

RESPECT LIFE NEWS: “Abortion affects countless marriag-

es more than many people recognize. But there is no doubt that 

God will bring great healing to those who trust in his infinite 

mercy. If a past abortion can be acknowledged 

and addressed, a married couple can make 

great strides in experiencing even more fully 

God’s design that ‘the two shall become 

one’ (Mt 19:5).” ~USCCB,“Healing within 

Marriage from an Abortion” �

�

Respect Life Prayer Intention: For those suffering after abortion, 

may they know that the Lord desires to bring healing, to replace 

their pain with His mercy and peace. �

Do you live with the pain of an abortion? Even though you may 

feel this could never be understood or forgiven, there is hope in 

Christ. For help, go to www.hopeafterabortion.org or call the 

Project Rachel Hotline of our diocese (508) 997�3300. Project 

Rachel is a confidential healing ministry for men and women to 

find healing after experiencing abortion. �

UPDATING CONTACT INFORMATION 

ON ALL PARISHIONERS�

We are currently in the process of updating our records. Please 

email Louise at saintdominicparish@comcast.net  or call our 

rectory at 508�675�7206.  Please provide your name, address, 

phone umber and e�mail address. Thank You�

4TH DEGREE KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS�

Will be holding their monthly meeting�

this Thursday, August 20, 2020�

At 7PM �

In the Parish Hall�

Effective August 1, 2020�

His Excellency, the Most Reverend Edgar M. da Cunha, 

S.D.V., D.D., Bishop of Fall River, has made the following 

appointments and transfers:�

Reverend David A. Pignato, member of the faculty at St. 

John’s Seminary in Brighton, to Pastor of Saint Julie Billiart 

Parish and Chaplain to Bishop Stang High School in Dart-

mouth.�
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Custom Fitted Bras  
& Energywear

Gisele Sardinha  508-989-3591

ThePerfectLifestyle.net

What’s my home worth? 
Call 508-574-6510 (C)
TConnearneyRealtor@gmail.com 

Tammy 
Connearney 
REAL ESTATE AGENT

Contact Tom Blanco to place an ad today! 
tblanco@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6285

FIRE & BURGLAR 
ALARM SYSTEMS

1-800-337-9469
HENRY C. SIDOK  | REHOBOTH, MA

Angele’s 
Cleaning 
Service
Call 508-667-1185
SWANSEA, MA

FUEL OIL 
BURNER SERVICE

Towne Heating 
Co., Inc.

INSTALLATION AND 
ALTERATIONS

EST. 1953 • PAUL DENIS
1162 G.A.R. HIGHWAY, RTE. 6

SWANSEA, MASS

508-672-6384

PROUDLY SERVING

our community

WARING-SULLIVAN
HOME AT BIRCHCREST

189 GARDNERS NECK ROAD
SWANSEA, MA 02777

508-676-1933    waring-sullivan.com
A Service Affiliate of AFFS & Service Corp. Int’l., 206 Winter St., Fall River, MA 02720

Johnson’s Roadside
Farm Market

Home-Grown Quality Fruits &  
Vegetables From Our Family Farm

Our Own Fresh Baked Goods
445 Market St. (Rt. 136), N. Swansea

508-379-0349
www.johnsonsroadsidemarket.com


