
SUNDAY AUGUST 23, 2020�

�

WEEKEND MASS SCHEDULE� until further notice�

St. Dominic Church�Sunday at 9:30am�

St. Francis of Assisi�Sunday at 11:00am�

RESERVATIONS REQUIRED!�

 call or email the office before Thursday. �

�

Contact:�

Parish Office:� 508�675�7206�

Parish fax:� 508�672�4716�

Email: saintdominicparish@comcast.net�

Religious Ed Grades 1�7: 508�675�7002�

Confirmation 1 & 2 Coordinator: 508�674�0024�

Email:��joyann56@comcast.net�

Baptism: Please call the rectory to register.                 

Marriage: Call at least 8 months before date of wedding  

First Communion:  After completing a two year        

program for First and Second Grade.                                         �

Communion to the Homebound: Please call the rectory 

about receiving communion at home. �

PARISH STAFF:   �

Pastor:�� Rev. Philip N.� Hamel�

Deacon:� Rev. Mr. Gary M. John�

Custodian: Peter Urban�

Faith Formation Coordinator:� Barbara Domingue�

Faithways Director: Frank Bragantin�

Confirmation Coordinators:� Joy & Joe Vivieros�

Office Manager/Bulletin:� Louise Guglielmo�

�

�Parish Address:      

P.O. Box 205, Swansea, MA 02777 or �

1277 G.A.R. Highway, Swansea, MA� 02777 �

�

Parish Registration: Please call the Rectory to Reg-

ister.  �

�

PARISH WEBSITE: www.stdominicswansea.org�

�

Parish Bulletin online: �

https://www.parishesonline.com/find/st�dominic� �

�

FACEBOOK ONLINE: �

https://www.facebook.com/St�Dominic�Parish�

Swansea�193026010775744/  �

Living the Paschal Mystery�

��

There is a saying about the Bible, “Familiarity with Scrip-

ture is familiarity with Christ.”� Though Catholics have not 

had a long history of being familiar with Scripture, there 

are more and more Bible studies available today online and 

in parishes, from university level to adult faith for-

mation.� Commentaries abound and even the New Ameri-

can Bible is available for free with its footnotes on the 

USCCB website.� Since Vatican II, Catholics have been 

encouraged to become familiar with Scripture, “the soul of 

theology” (according to Vatican II itself).��

��

Jesus himself knew Scripture and often cited it.� We would 

do well to do the same.� When we learn about the Bible, 

read footnotes, examine commentaries, and pray with the 

text, we likely put to death ignorance and instead raise to 

life knowledge and understanding.� To live the paschal 

mystery is to become familiar with Scripture, not so we can 

cite passages in theological debates, but so that the wisdom 

of sacred writ washes over us as waves on a beach.� Over 

time, the waves shape the beach as the Scriptures shape 

us.� Let us live the paschal mystery by embracing familiari-

ty with Scripture, for in so doing, we will become familiar 

with Christ himself.�



�

�

�

Dear Sisters and Brothers,�

�

 The gospel for the weekend begins by telling us that Jesus went to Caesarea Philippi in the presence of his disciples. To understand what 

happens in this particular gospel passage, it’s important to understand just where and what Caesarea Philippi�was at the time of Jesus. 

First, it is located in Northern Israel just a bit south of the Lebanese border and just to the west of Syria. The town, in Jesus day, was a 

fairly important center of activity particularly among the pagans of the time. It sits at the beginning of a massive stone plateau which rises 

above what was then the most important place of commerce and worship. It was also a few days walk from Capernaum where Jesus usu-

ally stayed.��

�

�

 Within the rock face of the plateau is a huge cave. Deep inside the cave are the beginnings of natural springs whose waters seep through 

the rock and form pools and brooks of water in front of the cave opening, eventually becoming a river of sorts. Even before Jesus’ birth 

pagan temples were built here with the largest and most important being built directly in front of the cave opening. Pagan priests would 

sacrifice sacred goats that had been bred for sacrifice in this place and throw the sacrifice into the cave so that the blood of the goats 

could flow through the natural fissures in the rock and exit though the pools and brooks in front of the temple. The priests could then 

examine everything and make their prophecies to the people, determined by the outcome of the sacrifices and how the blood flowed. Be-

cause of the sacrifices that took place here, the location was known in ancient times as the Gates of Hell/Gates of the Netherworld. So 

here in Caesarea Philippi we have a huge�rock�formation with a high plateau (one massive rock) within which was to be found the most 

important pagan temple in the area which sat at the entrance of the�Gates of Hell/Gates of the Netherworld.�

�

 To understand the importance of Caesarea Philippi in Jesus’ day and before, King Herod the Great had a spectacular palace built for 

himself there, the remnants of which still stand. While Herod was Jewish by nationality, he was Roman by education and political affilia-

tion. Hence, he had a palace in a prominent pagan center which would be frequented by those who worshiped the Roman and pagan gods. �

�

 When Jesus asked the question of “Who do people say that the Son of Man is?”, John the Baptist had already been beheaded by King 

Herod Agrippa, son of Herod the Great. So, with the question, the response of the disciples who say John the Baptist, or Elijah, or Jere-

miah or one of the other prophets, they are liking Jesus to one of the past dead prophets. Actually, they were trying to flatter him. But 

knowing that he really wasn’t getting through to them finally asks the question a bit more bluntly. Basically … ok guys, who do YOU 

say that I am.��

�

 St. Peter, who is usually the spokesperson for the twelve gives the now famous answer “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” 

God IS living, as opposed to the local pagan gods who had no life within them. Peter could not have known this of Jesus on his own since 

Jesus had not yet undergone his passion and resurrection. Hence Jesus tells Peter, and those present, that this revelation comes to them 

from the Father himself.��

�

 Jesus goes on to say to Simon that “you are Peter (Cephas/rock) and upon�this rock�(ie: Peter) I will build my church � as opposed to the 

massive physical rock that was literally before them when this event took place, a rock that the pagans used for one of their major temple 

areas of sacrifice and worship. Continuing Jesus says, “and the gates of the netherworld shall not prevail against it.” What Jesus is actual-

ly saying is that the pagan world with its worshiping unbelievers will not ever prevail against the Church which Jesus intends to build 

upon the leadership of Peter and the apostles along with their successors.��

�

 Unfortunately, there have been far too many people through the years who have not understood where this episode took place or the sig-

nificance of the place in the time of Jesus. Looking at the passage from a literal point of view Peter simply becomes a solid foundation 

and the devil and his minions won’t prevail against the Church. A literal interpretation does have some merit since Peter is a solid foun-

dation, but the foundation of Peter is so much more massive that anything the pagan world could produce or have imagined. The devil 

and his minions will never prevail against the Church because the Church is the body of Christ, and Christ is Lord of all and because 

Christ is eternal.��

�

 Understanding that the�Gates of Hell/Gates of the Netherworld, depending on whatever translation of scripture you use, as a physical 

place of pagan worship and NOT as a supernatural portal to the afterlife gives us what Jesus was actually saying. No pagan religion/cult 

will be able to destroy what Jesus built upon the foundation of Peter and the Apostles.��

�

 We do not often use the term “pagan” today. But for us, a pagan is any non�Christian with the exception of the Jews who were the first 

to receive a covenant with God. So, the fact is that the Gates of the Netherworld, or the actions of non�Christians, shall never prevail 

against the Church. This becomes a comfort, when properly understood, especially in the times within which we find ourselves. There are 

moments even within our own society where Christian values and ideals are mocked and persecuted. Throughout our world on just about 

every continent Christians are persecuted and threatened with death on a daily basis. Jewish extremist in the Holy Land, Islamic extremist 

in the Middle East and on the African continent, Hindu extremist in India and the region, Buddhist extremist in the far east, Communist 

governments around the world all persecute Christians on a daily basis in 2020 and Christians are continuing to be called to martyrdom 

for the sake of the Kingdom of God. We have a tendency to be isolated from such persecutions in the United States by reason of distance 

and at times by complacency. But persecutions for being a disciple of Jesus Christ is very real in the world today. It can cause people to 

worry! But the gospel passage today is a very strong reminder that regardless of the struggles Christians near and far may undergo, re-

gardless of any struggles for the faith that we may have to undergo, the power of Christ and the victory of his Cross will ultimately be 

victorious. The devil and his minions, working through the terrorism of extremists of any ideology, may at times seem to be winning the 

battle as the number of martyrs increases. But Jesus and the Holy Spirit will always be with the Church, and for those who believe, the 

consolation is knowing that the words of Jesus assure us that the Church with its sacramental life will remain until his return in glory. 

And the Church will give us strength because it was built on the foundation of Peter, a solid and vastly extensive rock, that will always 

support the Church against the onslaught of anything that evil might produce. Jesus promised it at Caesarea Philippi. Jesus confirmed it 

in his resurrection which was his triumph over evil of every kind!�



CHURCH CANDLE�

In Remembrance of�

All victims of the COVID Pandemic�

�

MASS INTENTIONS�

 AUGUST 23 �  AUGUST 30�

�

Saturday  August 22� Robert (GVO)  Gervasio�

�

Sunday�   August 23� Simeon Moses  Caouette �

� � � Marie Rose Caouette�

� � � Tony & Jose Baptista 5th Anniv.�

�

Thursday  August 27� Timothy Coppinger (Birth.)�

�

Saturday�   August 29� Jose, Tony & Domingas Batista�

� � � Maria dos Reis and family�

�

Sunday     August 30� Antonio & Maria Neves Medeiros�

� � � Jose and Maria Pimentel�

WEEKLY COLLECTION�

AUGUST 16, 2020�

BUDGET � $ 1,686.00�

SECOND COLLECTION  � $ 238.00�

�

WE ARE THANKFUL FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT 

DURING THESE  TRYING TIMES. YOU MAY DROP OFF 

YOUR  WEEKLY CONTRIBUTIONS AT THE RECTORY, AT 

MASS ON SUNDAY  OR  BY MAILING THEM TO US.�

ST. DOMINIC’S KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS�

BISHOP CASSIDY COUNCIL 3669�

SWANSEA MA�

�

9TH ANNUAL CHARITABLE FUNDRAISER 2020�

�

CLAMBOIL � PICK UP AND GO!�

DINNER INCLUDES:�

STUFFED QUAHOG, CHOWDER, �

CORN ON THE COB AND CLAMBOIL�

�

DATE: SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 19th�

TIME: 4� 5:30PM�

PLACE: ST. DOMINIC’S CHURCH HALL�

1277 GAR HIGHWAY, SWANSEA, MA�

�

ANYONE INTERESTED MAY CONTACT �

GIL TRAVERS� 401�595�0079,�

ANY MEMBER OF THE KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS,�

OR CALL THE RECTORY AT (508) 675�7002�

UPDATING CONTACT INFORMATION 

ON ALL PARISHIONERS�

We are currently in the process of updating our records. Please 

email Louise at saintdominicparish@comcast.net  or call our 

rectory at 508�675�7206.  Please provide your name, address, 

phone number and e�mail address. Thank You�

Cemetery Grounds Workers � FULL TIME�

Notre Dame Catholic Cemetery is looking for self�motivated, 

dedicated workers to join our team for full time, year round em-

ployment. These positions will be responsible for handling vari-

ous landscaping duties such as mowing grass on the property, 

trimming around headstones, and cleaning of flower beds and 

plants, driving dump trucks and other cemetery vehicles, and 

assist with burials. �

The hours are Monday thru Friday 7:00am to 3:30pm with occa-

sional overtime on weekends as needed. We offer a comprehen-

sive employee benefits program including medical and dental 

insurance, vision, 403(b) plan, group term life and AD&D insur-

ance, short�term disability, flexible spending accounts, and a gen-

erous paid time off policy. Candidates must be 18 years of age or 

older, must have a valid driver’s license, have the ability to work 

with power tools and equipment such as commercial duty string 

trimmers, hedge trimmers, blowers, chain saws, and compressed 

air hammers. They must also be willing to learn new skills, have 

the ability to perform repetitive work throughout the shift, have a 

positive attitude and a strong work ethic, and have the ability to 

stand for long periods of time, as well as bend, lift, carry, and 

load/unload objects up to 75 pounds. Experience preferred. �

�

Interested candidates may apply by contacting:�

508�673�1561�

The Diocese of Fall River Catholic Schools Office �

announced today that all Catholic schools serving Pre�K through 

Grade 8 students will fully reopen this fall with in�classroom 

instruction five days per week.� The four Catholic high schools 

in the diocese will announce their plans for re�opening on an 

individual basis.�

While the safety and health of students, faculty and families are 

paramount, research has shown that in�person instruction offers 

the optimal learning environment.� Moreover, each school has 

submitted a plan to the Central School Office that follows the 

guidelines set forth by the Massachusetts Department of Elemen-

tary and Secondary Education.�

Each school is able to follow the three to six feet of social dis-

tancing requirement and still provide 100% in classroom instruc-

tion.� For students or families who have compromised health 

conditions, every school will also offer live streaming capabili-

ties to ensure students choosing to learn remotely are still part of 

the school community.� Positive parent feedback of the Catholic 

school remote learning experience started immediately and con-

tinued through the end of the 2019�20 academic year.� While 

parents were highly satisfied with their child’s remote learning 

experience, there is consensus that students of all ages yearn for 

the sense of community provided by their Catholic school.�

“We are so pleased that our students will be able to come back to 

the school they know and love this fall,” said Stephen A. Perla, 

superintendent of Catholic schools for the Fall River Dio-

cese.� “Our school leaders have worked extremely hard to ensure 

a safe and healthy environment for our students and teach-

ers.� They are just as excited to return to a building full of life 

with the activity and sounds of happy kids.”�

Andrew Raposo, principal of Espirito Santo Parochial School, 

Fall River, added, “We are blessed with such a big building that 

can safely accommodate our students and more.�� We welcome 

any family who may have some concerns about their child’s 

learning experience and are interested in how our school could 

help bridge a learning gap.”�

“Education is the hot topic this summer and we are so thrilled to 

return as close to ‘normal’ as possible,” indicated Mona Lisa 

Valentino, who is principal of St. John Paul II High School in 

Hyannis.� “Our students are excited to be back in class in August 

to pick up where they left off in the middle of June.� There is a 

very strong sense of community and we welcome all new fami-

lies who may feel a need to change their child’s educational di-

rection.”� St. John Paul II High School announced their return to 

school plans earlier this week.� Similar announcements will be 

made by Bishop Stang High School, Bishop Connolly High 

School and Bishop Feehan High School.�

For more information about the Catholic Schools Alliance, 

please go to�www.catholicschoolsalliance.org.  
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Custom Fitted Bras  
& Energywear

Gisele Sardinha  508-989-3591

ThePerfectLifestyle.net

What’s my home worth? 
Call 508-574-6510 (C)
TConnearneyRealtor@gmail.com 

Tammy 
Connearney 
REAL ESTATE AGENT

Contact Tom Blanco to place an ad today! 
tblanco@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6285

FIRE & BURGLAR 
ALARM SYSTEMS

1-800-337-9469
HENRY C. SIDOK  | REHOBOTH, MA

Angele’s 
Cleaning 
Service
Call 508-667-1185
SWANSEA, MA

FUEL OIL 
BURNER SERVICE

Towne Heating 
Co., Inc.

INSTALLATION AND 
ALTERATIONS

EST. 1953 • PAUL DENIS
1162 G.A.R. HIGHWAY, RTE. 6

SWANSEA, MASS

508-672-6384

PROUDLY SERVING

our community

WARING-SULLIVAN
HOME AT BIRCHCREST

189 GARDNERS NECK ROAD
SWANSEA, MA 02777

508-676-1933    waring-sullivan.com
A Service Affiliate of AFFS & Service Corp. Int’l., 206 Winter St., Fall River, MA 02720

Johnson’s Roadside
Farm Market

Home-Grown Quality Fruits &  
Vegetables From Our Family Farm

Our Own Fresh Baked Goods
445 Market St. (Rt. 136), N. Swansea

508-379-0349
www.johnsonsroadsidemarket.com


