
SUNDAY AUGUST 30, 2020�

�

WEEKEND MASS SCHEDULE� until further notice�

St. Dominic Church�Sunday at 9:30am�

St. Francis of Assisi�Sunday at 11:00am�

RESERVATIONS REQUIRED!�

 call or email the office before Thursday. �

�

Contact:�

Parish Office:� 508�675�7206�

Parish fax:� 508�672�4716�

Email: saintdominicparish@comcast.net�

Religious Ed Grades 1�7: 508�675�7002�

Confirmation 1 & 2 Coordinator: 508�674�0024�

Email:��joyann56@comcast.net�

Baptism: Please call the rectory to register.                 

Marriage: Call at least 8 months before date of wedding  

First Communion:  After completing a two year        

program for First and Second Grade.                                         �

Communion to the Homebound: Please call the rectory 

about receiving communion at home. �

PARISH STAFF:   �

Pastor:�� Rev. Philip N.� Hamel�

Deacon:� Rev. Mr. Gary M. John�

Custodian: Peter Urban�

Faith Formation Coordinator:� Barbara Domingue�

Faithways Director: Frank Bragantin�

Confirmation Coordinators:� Joy & Joe Vivieros�

Office Manager/Bulletin:� Louise Guglielmo�

�

�Parish Address:      

P.O. Box 205, Swansea, MA 02777 or �

1277 G.A.R. Highway, Swansea, MA� 02777 �

�

Parish Registration: Please call the Rectory to Reg-

ister.  �

�

PARISH WEBSITE: www.stdominicswansea.org�

�

Parish Bulletin online: �

https://www.parishesonline.com/find/st�dominic� �

�

FACEBOOK ONLINE: �

https://www.facebook.com/St�Dominic�Parish�

Swansea�193026010775744/  �

August 30, 2020�

Living the Paschal Mystery�

��

The paradoxical sayings of Jesus are on full display today, 

following Peter’s proclamation of him as Messiah. �The 

paradoxes come to the fore because of Peter’s misunder-

standing of what it means to be the Messiah.� Rather than 

victory and a glorious reign (which apparently is what Peter 

had in mind), Jesus rebukes him to say that his Messiahship 

will lead to his death.� Only then will he be raised.�

��

As disciples, we are to take on the mind of God, to think 

not as human beings do.� Our human priorities are often 

misplaced, focused on temporal well�being and the acco-

lades of our peers.� Instead, Jesus reminds Peter (and us) 

that God is one’s true audience.� Our ways of thinking need 

to be inverted, or even turned inside out.� When we think as 

God does, we will know that loss means finding, denial of 

oneself is ultimate fulfillment, and death leads to life.� To 

think in these ways requires extra effort because it does not 

come naturally.� But once we do think as God does, we are 

on our way to living the paschal mystery.�



�

�

�

�

�

�

Dear Sisters and Brothers,�

�

� Because Jesus placed St. Peter at the head of the Apostles, we have a tendency to see him speak up more often than the other eleven in 

the gospels. Part of this could be a literary device on the part of the evangelist who wrote the gospels, or as I suspect, Peter was a bit more for-

ward with Jesus. It is suspected that Peter did own a small fishing operation in Bethsaida (on the shores of the Sea of Galilee) and it’s likely that 

some of the early disciples actually worked for Peter. If, as is suspected, he did run his own fishery of sorts it would be natural for him not to be 

afraid of speaking up, particularly in those moments that he suspected were going to go badly. We have one of those situations in this week-

end’s gospel from St. Matthew.�

�

� Jesus is fully aware of who and what he is. He is son of Mary, but more importantly he is the Son of God. Jesus at this point in his life 

is also fully aware that he, and he alone, can act as the Lamb of Sacrifice, a sacrifice offered to God the Father in behalf of all humankind for 

the remission of sin. As part of the Godhead � Father, Son and Holy Spirit � Jesus the son of Mary is the only sacrifice that is worthy of God as 

an offering. Jesus, a man like us in all things but sin, is fully and completely aware. He has to die. He has to be slaughtered, not on an altar of 

stone as in the Jewish temple, but on an altar of wood in the instrument of the cross. It will be a torturous, painful and humiliating death, unim-

aginable for us in the scope of its suffering. But because God is love and Jesus is one with the Father and the Holy Spirit, Jesus accepts willingly 

the path which has been marked out for him. He must go to Jerusalem, be falsely accused, beaten mercilessly, and finally crucified. Jesus is 

fully aware, and yet for love of us, he proceeds.�

�

� The disciples hold Jesus in the highest esteem! He is their teacher, their Rabbi, their hope! Each and every one of them have heard 

other Rabbis preach yet none have ever had the impact on the core of their very beings that Jesus has had. He’s different. He’s compassionate. 

He’s strong. He’s merciful � he isn’t like the others. Could he possibly be the one? Could he possibly be the Messiah? Could he possibly lead the 

nation to freedom? The answer to each of these is a resounding YES! Not only could he be the one, he IS the one! However, there is a catch. 

Their idea of a Messiah is a political one in the line of King David. They cannot at this point even begin to understand that the freedom to be 

won isn’t from government oppression, but from the oppression of sin and evil and ultimately death. Will he be a King? Of course he will, but 

not like David. He will supersede David and all the Kings of the earth of all times because his kingdom is not of this world, but in the realm of 

Heaven. His is the Kingdom of God! And the disciples do not yet understand!�

�

� We can often find it difficult to actually put ourselves in the place of the disciples because we know how the story unfolds. But imagine 

that someone you love more than anyone else tells you that they are going to suffer unimaginable sufferings, and you know that it could be hu-

manly avoided, wouldn’t you want them not to suffer? Hence the reaction of Peter, and indeed all of them, when Jesus tells them that he is go-

ing to Jerusalem and suffer greatly from the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed. They hear this and they hear it loud and 

clear. They are living in brutal times and death is always a possibility. What they don’t hear as clearly is the end of the sentence: AND ON THE 

THIRD DAY BE RAISED. On the third day be raised? Really? What the heck does that mean? They know what “killed” means! Raised on the 

third day however is unfamiliar territory, and rightly so. They, as of yet, have little experience of a resurrection, and Jesus was alive to achieve 

those that they did experience (son of the widow of Naim, Jarius’s daughter, Lazarus). So the concept of Jesus being dead would naturally lead 

to the assumption that his power is over. He simply would be dead. Period! So again, hence the reaction of Peter and the rest. �

�

� Any one of us in their position, hopefully, would have responded as Peter did: “God forbid, Lord! No such thing shall ever happen to 

you.” Peter was serious. Why? Because he loved Jesus and trusted him to be the one. All of his hopes were pinned on Jesus ,who for Peter, was 

the best thing that ever happened to him! His reaction was a natural one made out of the purest of loves. I can only imagine what Peter’s reac-

tion was when Jesus responded “Get behind me, Satan!” Jesus didn’t say, ok Peter, let me explain this to you. He called Peter Satan, and that 

had to sting! Big time! But Jesus also continued with something that most likely puzzled the disciples: You are not thinking as God does, but as 

human beings do.” And as human beings, we think like human beings and human beings don’t like suffering and pain, and quite honestly, we 

don’t like the idea of a premature death. The disciples were just like the rest of us! And then Jesus continues with what probably lost him some 

followers � take up your cross and follow me! �

�

� There wasn’t a disciple who didn’t know what the cross was. The Romans were good at crucifying people in the most public of spaces 

so that everyone could see and learn to tow the line. Crosses aren’t fun, and they certainly aren’t something to hope for. And yet Jesus asks us 

to take up our crosses daily, because Jesus shows us that bearing the cross as a weapon against sin and evil of any stripe has saving consequenc-

es attached to it. Bearing the cross as Jesus was to do means not returning evil for evil. Bearing the cross as Jesus was to do means forgiving 

those who sin against you, even those who may not understand that what they are doing to you is sin. Bearing the cross as Jesus was to do 

means trusting that, even in those moments where it seems God has abandoned us, He is in fact very near. Bearing the cross as Jesus was to do 

means an outpouring of grace for us and for others. Jesus bore his cross. He didn’t like it. It scared him to the point of sweating drops of blood. 

Imagine how embarrassing the cross was for Jesus who was innocent. And yet he never complained; never cursed his oppressors, didn’t hope 

for revenge. He forgave! He loved! And he triumphed!  That’s what he’s getting at when he says: “For whoever wishes to save his life will lose 

it, but whoever loses is life for my sake will find it.” Because when Jesus, the Son of Man returns with his angels in the Father’s glory, he will 

repay each of us according to our conduct. �

�

� All of this should lead us to understand that discipleship isn’t all sweetness and niceness and fluff. Discipleship can be a demanding 

road because as disciple of Jesus the Christ and as parts of his mystical body, we live lives of love in the midst of evil and sin. Sin is always going 

to attack. Sometimes the attack is obvious. Sometimes the attack is wrapped up in good intentions � think of Peters “God forbid, Lord!” But 

however sin tries to undermine our faithfulness to Jesus, he gives us the example of a Son of Man, who is son of Mary, who is one like us in all 

things but sin. He gives us the example of forgiveness, compassion and love. And seeing that his example led him to triumph over death, we 

know that following his example will lead us to share that same triumph � victory over death and a share in his resurrection. However, the road 

is going to have bumpy patches, and if we don’t expect them, we won’t be prepared. And in this weekends gospel, Jesus is helping us to do just 

that. Be prepared!�



�

MASS INTENTIONS�

 AUGUST  29  �  SEPTEMBER 6�

�

Saturday�   August 29� Jose, Tony & Domingas Batista�

� � � Maria dos Reis and family�

�

Sunday     August 30� Antonio & Maria Neves Medeiros�

� � � Jose and Maria Pimentel�

� � � Rene Bernard�

� � � �

Monday�   August 31� Available�

Thursday  September 3� Helen Tavares�

�

Saturday�   September 5� Manuel Faria and family�

Sunday�    September 6� August Albert, Sr. and Laura Albert�

� � � Mary Oliveira (1

st

 Anniv.)�

WEEKLY COLLECTION for AUGUST 23,  2020�

BUDGET � $ 1,779�

SECOND COLLECTION  � $ 444�

�

WE ARE THANKFUL FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT 

DURING THESE  TRYING TIMES. YOU MAY DROP OFF 

YOUR  WEEKLY CONTRIBUTIONS AT THE RECTORY, AT 

MASS ON SUNDAY  OR  BY MAILING THEM .�

�

� GET YOUR TICKETS NOW!!!!�

�

ST. DOMINIC’S KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS�

BISHOP CASSIDY COUNCIL 3669�

�

CLAMBOIL � PICK UP AND GO!�

DINNER INCLUDES:�

STUFFED QUAHOG, CHOWDER, �

CORN ON THE COB AND CLAMBOIL�

�

DATE: SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 19th�

TIME: 4� 5:30PM�

PLACE: ST. DOMINIC’S CHURCH HALL�

1277 GAR HIGHWAY, SWANSEA, MA�

�

CALL  � GIL TRAVERS  at  401�595�0079,�

ANY MEMBER OF THE KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS,�

OR CALL THE RECTORY AT (508) 675�7206�

�

DONATION  �  $25.00�

�

FALL 2020 ADULT CONFIRMATION�

The Office of Faith Formation will be offering online Adult�

Confirmation Classes for adults 18 or over who wish to �

receive the sacrament of Confirmation.  Sessions will begin 

on Thursday, October 15 and run consecutively for 6 weeks.�

Bishop DaCunha will celebrate the Sacrament of Confirma-

tion on Thursday, December 12th at 7PM at the Cathedral.�

Registration forms and information may be obtained at the 

Rectory.�

DIOCESE OF FALL RIVER�

The revised/updated Protecting the Faithful Policy and the new 

Ministerial Review Board Policy are both �

available on the Diocesan website�

www. fallriverdiocese.org �

under the Safe Environment menu option�

at the top of their homepage�

2020 CENSUS�

The once�a�decade population count of everyone who lives in 

the U.S. is currently underway. The survey can easily be done 

by mail, phone or for the first time ever� online and it only 

takes a few minutes to complete.  Census data helps direct 

federal funds to local communities for education, roads and 

other public services.  It is also used for planning by hospi-

tals, nursing homes, community centers, churches, schools, 

and police and fire rescues. A complete and accurate count is 

needed to help our cities and towns, and families thrive. Re-

spond or learn more at www.census.gov or by calling�

844�330�2020.  By federal law, all information is kept �

confidential.  Censors takes with photographic ID badges will 

follow up in person with homes that do not respond.  The 

deadline to take part in the Census through any option is  �

September 30, 2020.�

DIOCESE OF FALL RIVER�

ONLINE BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT�

Due to COVID�19, live sessions are not allowed. Currently�

Two online  sessions are offered on Tuesdays�4:30PM and 

7PM. To join, simply register using one of the following 

links: �

�

4:30PM meeting�

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMoc�

CqqDopGtWV4y5cofiPbwK�PAvpExxO�

�

7PM meeting�

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZwuc�

6hqzspHdEFkQdpioWf7kpBp2BMx3qu�

After registering, you will receive a confirmation email contain-

ing information about joining the meeting. �

SAINT JOHN OF GOD  CHURCH —MALASSADA SALE!!!! 

IS SCHEDULED FOR SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 12  

FROM 8AM- 5PM OR UNTIL SOLD OUT.  

Bishop da Cunha and the Diocese of Fall River recently re-

leased a�State of the Diocese of Fall River Report, 2014-

2019. The intent of the publication is to provide parishion-

ers, benefactors, volunteers and employees with a better 

understanding of how their support enables the mission of 

the Catholic Church in Southeastern Massachusetts, Cape 

Cod, and the Islands. We hope you find it helpful and in-

formative. The full report is available on the diocesan web-

site https://www.fallriverdiocese.org/wp-content/

uploads/2020/08/State-of-the-Fall-River-Diocese-

Report.pdf  

MEETINGS in St. Dominic’s Church Hall:�

�

Saint Vincent De Paul � Wednesday, September 9 at  6:30PM�

�

St. Dominic Women’s Guild �  Wednesday, Sept. 16 at 6:30PM�
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Custom Fitted Bras  
& Energywear

Gisele Sardinha  508-989-3591

ThePerfectLifestyle.net

What’s my home worth? 
Call 508-574-6510 (C)
TConnearneyRealtor@gmail.com 

Tammy 
Connearney 
REAL ESTATE AGENT

Contact Tom Blanco to place an ad today! 
tblanco@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6285

FIRE & BURGLAR 
ALARM SYSTEMS

1-800-337-9469
HENRY C. SIDOK  | REHOBOTH, MA

Angele’s 
Cleaning 
Service
Call 508-667-1185
SWANSEA, MA

FUEL OIL 
BURNER SERVICE

Towne Heating 
Co., Inc.

INSTALLATION AND 
ALTERATIONS

EST. 1953 • PAUL DENIS
1162 G.A.R. HIGHWAY, RTE. 6

SWANSEA, MASS

508-672-6384

PROUDLY SERVING

our community

WARING-SULLIVAN
HOME AT BIRCHCREST

189 GARDNERS NECK ROAD
SWANSEA, MA 02777

508-676-1933    waring-sullivan.com
A Service Affiliate of AFFS & Service Corp. Int’l., 206 Winter St., Fall River, MA 02720

Johnson’s Roadside
Farm Market

Home-Grown Quality Fruits &  
Vegetables From Our Family Farm

Our Own Fresh Baked Goods
445 Market St. (Rt. 136), N. Swansea

508-379-0349
www.johnsonsroadsidemarket.com


