
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 6, 2020�

�

WEEKEND MASS SCHEDULE� until further notice�

St. Dominic Church�Sunday at 9:30am�

St. Francis of Assisi�Sunday at 11:00am�

RESERVATIONS REQUIRED!�

call or email the office before Thursday.�

Contact:�

Parish Office:� 508�675�7206�

Parish fax:� 508�672�4716�

Email: saintdominicparish@comcast.net�

�

Religious Ed Grades 1�7: 508�675�7002�

Confirmation 1 & 2 Coordinator: 508�674�0024�

Email:��joyann56@comcast.net�

�

Baptism: Please call the rectory to register.                 �

Marriage: Call at least 8 months before date of wed-

ding  �

First Communion:  After completing a two year        �

program for First and Second Grade.�

�

Communion to the Homebound: Please call the �

rectory regarding communion at home.�

�

PARISH STAFF:   �

Pastor:�� Rev. Philip N.� Hamel�

Deacon:� Rev. Mr. Gary M. John�

Custodian: Peter Urban�

Office Manager/Bulletin:� Louise Guglielmo�

Confirmation Coordinators:� Joy & Joe Vivieros�

Faith Formation Coordinator:� Barbara Domingue�

�

Parish Address:������

P.O. Box 205, Swansea, MA 02777 or �

1277 G.A.R. Highway, Swansea, MA� 02777 �

�

Parish Registration: Please call the Rectory to Reg-

ister.  �

�

PARISH WEBSITE: www.stdominicswansea.org�

�

PARISH BULLETIN ONLINE:�

https://www.parishesonline.com/find/st�dominic� �

�

FACEBOOK ONLINE: �

https://www.facebook.com/St�Dominic�Parish�

Swansea�193026010775744/  �

September 6, 2020�

Living the Paschal Mystery�

��

Wouldn’t it be so much be�er if we could all get 

along?� Our lives would be happy, and joy would 

mark our existence.� But the church is not like 

that.� Even the most secure and safe nuclear families�

individuals raised in the same household, for whom 

love may be a given�have challenges with one anoth-

er.� As long as we are living in the period before the 

coming of Christ, we will experience sin and the frag-

menta-on and fracturing of rela-onships.� How do 

we respond when this inevitably happens?� Certainly 

not in kind.� Ma�hew gives us some prac-cal steps to 

follow.�

��

Only when we experience the new life of the resur-

rec-on will every tear be wiped away and rela-on-

ships restored.� Un-l that -me, we do the best we 

can, mo-vated by love and guided by the wisdom of 

Christ. 
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�

Dear Sisters and Brothers,�

�

� God, through Jesus, has given so many extraordinary gifts to the Church since its inception: the gift of salvation, the 

gift of the Eucharist, the gifts of the Holy Spirit, the gift of Mary, the gift of the Church itself with its sacramental life, and 

this list goes on. One of the more extraordinary gifts given, particularly to the early Church and though them to us, is the gift 

of Saint Paul’s conversion. We may not often look at his conversion as a gift, and God knows that at first the early Christians 

were skeptical, but Jesus’ calling of Saul of Tarsus to discipleship was a critical turning point in the life of the Church. Saul, 

now Paul, was perhaps the greatest persecutor of the early Christians, and yet he became the greatest Evangelizer in the 

whole Church. �

�

� The many letters of St. Paul are pretty much the foundation of our Catholic Christian theology. While Paul’s reli-

gious upbringing and his being situated in a first century Mediterranean Roman culture influence his writings, his 

understanding of the Trinitarian Godhead is extraordinary as well as his grasp Christ’s teachings. His major influence on the 

Church to this day is undisputed!�

�

� The theology within his letters often revolves around the fact that love is primary: love of God and love of neighbor. 

Sometimes his illustration of love of neighbor may sound harsh: if one does not work then one should not eat � or in contem-

porary prose, if one is too lazy to work, then don’t enable them by giving them everything for nothing. (A theme that perhaps 

should be revisited in this day and age.) But love is key. The whole mystery of salvation, including Christs’ passion and 

death, are wrapped up in the love that God has for his creation.�

� This weekend’s second reading, once again from the letter to the Romans, speaks of this love once more. “Owe 

nothing to anyone, except to love one another.” And while Paul goes on to quote a few of the commandments, he quotes Je-

sus by saying namely, “you shall love your neighbor as yourself.” Love, he says, does no evil to one’s neighbor, hence love 

is the fulfillment of the law.  �

�

� Do no evil and fulfill the command to love sounds simple on the surface. But love isn’t always easy to do, and some-

times even harder to figure out. Think about the old proverb: “Give a man a fish and he eats for a day. Teach a man to fish 

and he eats for a lifetime.” Giving someone something to eat sounds loving! After all, you don’t want anyone to starve. But 

if you give someone something to eat because you don’t want to bother to teach him or her to be self�sufficient , or you want 

them to be indebted to you, or you are trying to buy their favor, then the act of giving them something to eat, while appearing 

to be loving may in fact not be! Love isn’t genuine if it has strings attached to it. Love should be unconditional just as God’s 

love is for each and every one of us. If an act of love is manipulative, then it isn’t really love. If an act of love is simply self�

serving, then it isn’t really love. If an act of love is an attempt for personal gain, then it isn’t really love. That’s why St. Paul 

says that love does no evil. Why? Because if any of our actions toward God, ourselves, or our neighbors aren’t really love … 

then they’re not rooted in love, which means that they’re not rooted in God. �

�

� We need to remember as disciples that while St. Paul tells us to love our neighbor, we can’t forget that the first and 

greatest commandment is to love God with our whole being. So, let’s ask ourselves: Do we really love God? Do we make 

time for God every day? Do we praise and worship God and not only ask for things? Do we actively try each and every day 

to see God in the created world around us and in the faces that we see? Do we accept that fact that the Cross and all that it 

entails is also a part of God and hence a part of love? It’s not as easy as it sounds, and we don’t get better at it simply be-

cause we age. We only get better at it though prayer and sacrifice. We get better at it by prayerfully preparing ourselves for 

the sacraments, especially the Eucharist. We get better at it by a conscious effort to make God present in our lives. I think of 

the words of St. Teresa of Calcutta who when asked for the secret of her success responded by saying that she “bothered” to 

pray every day. Might sound like a strange way of putting it, but sometimes we might see setting aside time in our “busy” 

days as being a bother. But if we don’t bother to get closer to God, who is love … well … then our being able to love isn’t 

going to be as free flowing as we might think that it is. Which means that we’re not going to be as loving as we should be. 

Which means that we might justify an evil towards a neighbor because it’s wrapped up in a loving appearance. Love does no 

evil to the neighbor; hence love is the fulfillment of the law. So, our fulfillment of the law isn’t so pure if our love is weak or 

questionable. So we have to strengthen our ability to love, and since God is love, we need to be closer to God. If you can’t 

bother to do that, then you need to reassess your discipleship. That’s one of the reasons why we come to Church to receive 

the Eucharist … to strengthen our weakness. We all have our moments! Even St. Thomas the Apostle had his which is why I 

love to recite his words: “Yes, Lord! I believe! Strengthen my unbelief!” To fit it to this week’s passage from Romans, per-

haps: “Yes, Lord! I love you and others! Strengthen me in those moments when my love needs to be helped!”�



�

MASS INTENTIONS�

 SEPTEMBER 6 �  SEPTEMBER 13�

�

Saturday�   September 5� Manuel Faria and family�

Sunday�    September 6� August Albert, Sr. and Laura Albert�

� � � Mary Oliveira (1

st

 Anniv.)�

�

Thursday  September 10� George Moniz Sr. (Birthday)�

�

Saturday�   September 12� Available�

Sunday�    September 13� Mary Moniz (Anniv.)�

� � � Jose and Marie Pimentel�

� � � Jose Bernardo�

   All Grandparents�

� � � Roberto Andrade�

WEEKLY COLLECTION for AUGUST 30,  2020�

BUDGET � $ 1542�

SECOND COLLECTION  � $  378�

�

WE ARE THANKFUL FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT 

DURING THESE  TRYING TIMES. YOU MAY DROP OFF 

YOUR  WEEKLY CONTRIBUTIONS AT THE RECTORY, AT 

MASS ON SUNDAY  OR  BY MAILING THEM .�

�

WE ARE THANKFUL FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT 

DURING THESE  TRYING TIMES. YOU MAY DROP OFF 

YOUR  WEEKLY CONTRIBUTIONS AT THE RECTORY, AT 

MASS ON SUNDAY  OR  BY MAILING THEM TO US.�

� � � � � THANK YOU.�

Remembering Your Loved Ones�

�

It is easy to remember our loved ones in our own personal 

way,�

But what better way than a Mass or a Mass Card.�

Both are available here at St. Dominic’s.�

Please contact the Rectory to schedule and obtain Mass 

Cards.�

Masses are available until the end of the year.�

�

There are also weekly vigil candles available. �

� GET YOUR TICKETS NOW!!!!�

�

ST. DOMINIC’S KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS�

BISHOP CASSIDY COUNCIL 3669�

�

CLAMBOIL � PICK UP AND GO!�

DINNER INCLUDES:�

STUFFED QUAHOG, CHOWDER, �

CORN ON THE COB AND CLAMBOIL�

�

DATE: SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 19th�

TIME: 4� 5:30PM�

PLACE: ST. DOMINIC’S CHURCH HALL�

1277 GAR HIGHWAY, SWANSEA, MA�

�

CALL  � GIL TRAVERS  at  401�595�0079,�

ANY MEMBER OF THE KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS,�

OR CALL THE RECTORY AT (508) 675�7206�

�

DONATION  �  $25.00�

�

UPDATING CONTACT INFORMATION 

ON ALL PARISHIONERS�

We are currently in the process of updating our records. Please 

email Louise at saintdominicparish@comcast.net  or call our 

rectory at 508�675�7206.  Please provide your name, address, 

phone number and e�mail address. Thank You�

SAINT JOHN OF GOD  CHURCH —MALASSADA SALE!!!! 

IS SCHEDULED FOR SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 12  

FROM 8AM- 5PM OR UNTIL SOLD OUT.  

 SAINT DOMINIC WOMEN’S GUILD will be holding 

their monthly meeting on Wednesday, September 16th 

at 6:30 PM in the Parish Hall. All members are asked to 

attend. �

CATHOLIC  APPEAL: 

Thank you all who contributed  �

to the Catholic Charities �

Appeal. Our final total was �

$26,279. �

ST. DOMINIC CHURCH�

4TH DEGREE KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS�

JANUARY SURPRISE CALENDAR �2021�

�

DONATIONS $10�

WEEKDAY PRIZES $25�

WEEKEND PRIZES $50�

FINAL PRIZE $250�

�

31 CHANCES TO WIN AND YOUR NAME �

GOES BACK IN AFTER EVERY DRAWING�

�

TICKETS ARE AVAILABLE FROM ALL�

4TH DEGREE KNIGHTS AND �

AT ST. DOMINIC RECTORY�

SPONSOR CERTIFICATES 

FOR BAPTISM AND CONFIRMATON 

Sponsors must receive from their respective Catholic pas-

tors a “sponsor certificate,” which is the signed word of 

one priest to another that the proposed godparent is a 

Confirmed, fully practicing Catholic who is qualified to be a 

godparent by living in harmony with our faith.  

We cannot diminish the value of one category of human 

life - the unborn - without diminishing the value of all hu-

man life. 

Ronald Reagan, former U.S. President  
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Custom Fitted Bras  
& Energywear

Gisele Sardinha  508-989-3591

ThePerfectLifestyle.net

What’s my home worth? 
Call 508-574-6510 (C)
TConnearneyRealtor@gmail.com 

Tammy 
Connearney 
REAL ESTATE AGENT

Contact Tom Blanco to place an ad today! 
tblanco@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6285

FIRE & BURGLAR 
ALARM SYSTEMS

1-800-337-9469
HENRY C. SIDOK  | REHOBOTH, MA

Angele’s 
Cleaning 
Service
Call 508-667-1185
SWANSEA, MA

FUEL OIL 
BURNER SERVICE

Towne Heating 
Co., Inc.

INSTALLATION AND 
ALTERATIONS

EST. 1953 • PAUL DENIS
1162 G.A.R. HIGHWAY, RTE. 6

SWANSEA, MASS

508-672-6384

PROUDLY SERVING

our community

WARING-SULLIVAN
HOME AT BIRCHCREST

189 GARDNERS NECK ROAD
SWANSEA, MA 02777

508-676-1933    waring-sullivan.com
A Service Affiliate of AFFS & Service Corp. Int’l., 206 Winter St., Fall River, MA 02720

Johnson’s Roadside
Farm Market

Home-Grown Quality Fruits &  
Vegetables From Our Family Farm

Our Own Fresh Baked Goods
445 Market St. (Rt. 136), N. Swansea

508-379-0349
www.johnsonsroadsidemarket.com


