
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER13, 2020�

�

WEEKEND MASS SCHEDULE� until further notice�

St. Dominic Church�Sunday at 9:30am�

St. Francis of Assisi�Sunday at 11:00am�

RESERVATIONS REQUIRED!�

call or email the office before Thursday.�

Contact:�

Saint Dominic Church�

P.O. Box 205, Swansea, MA 02777 or �

1277 G.A.R. Highway, Swansea, MA� 02777 �

�

Parish Office:� 508�675�7206�

Parish fax:� 508�672�4716�

Email: saintdominicparish@comcast.net�

�

Religious Ed Grades 1�4: 508�675�7002�

Faith Formation Coordinator: Barbara Domingue�

Email: stdominic1277@gmail.com�

�

Religious Ed Grades 5�7:  508�674�0024�

Faith Formation Coordinator: Debra Fontaine�

Religiouseducation@saintfrancisswansea.com�

�

Confirmation 1 & 2 Coordinator: 508�674�0024�

Coordinators:  Joy and Joe Viveiros�

Email:��joyann56@comcast.net�

�

Baptism: Please call the rectory to register.                 �

Marriage: Call at least 8 months before date of wed-

ding  �

First Communion:  After completing a two year        �

program for First and Second Grade.�

�

Communion to the Homebound: Please call the �

rectory regarding communion at home.�

�

PARISH STAFF:   �

Pastor:�� Rev. Philip N.� Hamel�

Deacon:� Rev. Mr. Gary M. John�

Custodian: Peter Urban�

Office Manager/Bulletin:� Louise Guglielmo�

�

PARISH WEBSITE: www.stdominicswansea.org�

�

PARISH BULLETIN ONLINE:�

https://www.parishesonline.com/find/st�dominic� �

�

FACEBOOK ONLINE: �

https://www.facebook.com/St�Dominic�Parish�

Swansea�193026010775744/  �

September 13, 2020�

Living the Paschal Mystery�

��

Grudges are awful things.� They can gnaw away at the 

one harboring them.� We may hear “forgive but don’t 

forget” as a way to remind ourselves to past transgres-

sions we’ve suffered.� But today’s gospel calls us to a 

higher standard.� The forgiveness we’ve experienced 

(worth a hundred million dollars�something we cannot 

repay) should mo-vate us to be free with forgiveness 

when others wrong us.� We cannot dole out forgiveness 

in infinitesimal pieces only to those we deem worthy 

once some rec-fica-on has been made.� Instead, for-

giveness ought to be given freely.�

��

We must die to the grudges, slights, rudeness, and other 

transgressions we’ve suffered and rise to a sense of free-

dom that comes through forgiving as we’ve been forgiv-

en.� Jesus himself warns us in a nega-ve way (via nega-

-ve) that if we withhold forgiveness, it will be withheld 

from us.� And the consequences of that are severe in-

deed.�



�

�

�

�
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�

Dear Sisters and Brothers,�

�

� The first reading for the weekend is from the Old Testament book of Sirach. In many ways, it looks like a prelude to 

Jesus’ teaching the disciples the Lord’s Prayer. The passage that is given to us today speaks of forgiving and overlooking the 

faults of others. It should remind us of “forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.” It also leads 

into the gospel passage today from St. Matthew where St. Peter asks the famous question about how many times must he 

forgive his brother. Seven times? No, responds Jesus � not seven times but seventy�seven times, or in other words, a limitless 

number of times.�

�

� Forgiving someone who wrongs us, real or imagined, isn’t always the easiest thing to do. Forgiving someone who 

hasn’t necessarily wronged us but simply disappointed us isn’t always the easiest thing to do. (Disappointments can run very 

deep!) Whether we want to admit it or not, we’re human and the human thing to do more often than not is to respond in a 

less than god�like way. Human nature often seeks vengeance; human nature often seeks to punish; human nature often seeks 

to return a hurt for a hurt. Human nature tends to be judgmental. Human nature often gets us into trouble because human na-

ture often seeks to teach a lesson, even if the lesson isn’t one that we always adhere to ourselves!�

�

� I suspect that when St. Peter asked Jesus if he must forgive his brother seven time, he expected that Jesus would 

have answered that seven times was more than enough! After all, St. Peter, like Jesus and all of the early disciples were 

raised in the Middle East in the first century AD under Roman oppression. Forgiveness was not always the order of the day! 

And likewise, St. Peter and the early disciples were raised as Jews with the Old Testament being their guide. While the old 

testament has passages like ours today from Sirach, it is also filled with passages that reflect the old adage of “an eye for an 

eye and a tooth for a tooth”, or in other words, get even when seeking justice. If you killed my horse, then I now have the 

right to kill your horse! Period! It’s only fair � or is it?�

�

� The God of the Old Testament reminded his followers that Gods ways are not always mans ways. That becomes so 

obvious in the New Testament with the person of Jesus, who while being the son of Mary is also the Son of God. Does God 

seek to punish us according to our crimes, or lapses in judgement, or our selfishness, or our thoughtlessness, or our lack of 

compassion or empathy? Fortunately, no .. God doesn’t punish us according to what we have done or haven’t done. In fact, 

God does just the opposite. Because we couldn’t possibly come up with a gift as an appropriate “I’m sorry” gesture for our 

sins, God gave us his Son so that we could in turn give Jesus back to the Father as an appropriate gift, or better, as an appro-

priate sacrifice, since the Old Testament Temple offered a sacrifice of blood (as did their pagan neighbors).�

�

� The gift or sacrifice of Jesus gives ample evidence of the vast expanse of Gods merciful love for us. God doesn’t 

seek revenge against any of us because of our weaknesses � the weakness that often causes us to be vengeful, spiteful, un-

grateful, humorless, merciless, compassionless, apathetic, haughty, opinionated, rude, inconsiderate, self�centered  � and un-

fortunately, the list goes on and on and on. No! God does not seek revenge but rather extends his mercy, forgiveness, com-

passion and eternal love to each and every one of us, freely and without strings attached! God’s love for us is a perfect love 

because God is in fact perfect in his or her genderless self. God is perfect love!�

�

� We’ve all heard the saying: “That one should take a good look in the mirror!”, or in other words, that one should 

recognize his or her own imperfections before harshly criticizing the imperfections in others! Considering that God over-

looks our imperfections, the readings this weekend are encouraging us to do the same. For good or for bad, overlooking the 

imperfections in others doesn’t always come naturally for all of us. Recognizing the imperfections in ourselves doesn’t al-

ways come naturally for all of us either. That’s why in our lives of discipleship we are constantly called to the examination 

of consciences, to reflect on our own sinfulness or imperfection or weaknesses so as to recognize them and so to work to 

improve ourselves in the imagine of the Master. By recognizing honestly that we ourselves are not perfect, we hopefully can 

allow ourselves to not expect others to be perfect either. It goes back to the last line in the first reading: “Think of the com-

mandments, hate not your neighbor; remember the Most High’s covenant, and overlook faults.”�

�

� In this time of pandemic which also happens to be an election year, the faults of other may seem magnified because 

tensions are high and people are frustrated by the current conditions. People have a right to their opinions and thoughts, re-

gardless of whether their opinions and thoughts are the same as ours. Differing opinions are not necessarily right or wrong 

opinions; they’re simply differing! Differing opinions are too often seen as “faults” especially in our times. So the weekend 

scriptures seem opportune! Remember the Most High’s covenant (the forgiveness of sin through the sacrifice of Jesus on the 

Cross), and overlook faults. Why, because Jesus came to save and redeem and forgive ALL people; black or white, red or 

blue. Jesus’ sacrifice wasn’t only for those who thought one way or another. If that were the case, we would all be doomed! 

So if we need to accept the compassion of God, and we all do, then it stands to reason that we likewise need to extend the 

compassion of God to others � not seven times, but seventy�seven times. And since it doesn’t always come naturally to us, 

we practice, we sacrifice, we pray, and we work to overlook faults!�

�



�

MASS INTENTIONS�

 SEPTEMBER 6 �  SEPTEMBER 13�

�

Saturday�   September 12� Available�

Sunday�    September 13� Mary Moniz (Anniv.)�

� � � Jose and Marie Pimentel�

� � � Jose Bernardo�

   All Grandparents�

� � � Roberto Andrade�

Monday�   September 14   Catherine G. Fox (Birth. Rem.)�

Thursday  September 17    For All Parishioners�

�

Saturday   September 19� Robert Berube�

Sunday     September 20    David Guglielmo �

WEEKLY COLLECTION for SEPTEMBER 6,  2020�

TOTAL  �  $ 1,852.00�

Breakdown will be in next week’s bulletin. �

�

WE ARE THANKFUL FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT 

DURING THESE  TRYING TIMES. YOU MAY DROP OFF 

YOUR  WEEKLY CONTRIBUTIONS AT THE RECTORY, AT 

MASS ON SUNDAY  OR  BY MAILING THEM .�

� �

ST. DOMINIC’S KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS�

BISHOP CASSIDY COUNCIL 3669�

�

CLAMBOIL � PICK UP AND GO!�

DINNER INCLUDES:�

STUFFED QUAHOG, CHOWDER, �

CORN ON THE COB AND CLAMBOIL�

�

DATE: SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 19th�

TIME: 4� 5:30PM�

PLACE: ST. DOMINIC’S CHURCH HALL�

1277 GAR HIGHWAY, SWANSEA, MA�

�

CALL  � GIL TRAVERS  at  401�595�0079,�

ANY MEMBER OF THE KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS,�

OR CALL THE RECTORY AT (508) 675�7206�

�

DONATION  �  $25.00�

 SAINT DOMINIC WOMEN’S GUILD will be holding 

their monthly meeting on Wednesday, September 16th 

at 6:30 PM in the Parish Hall. All members are asked to 

attend. �

ST. DOMINIC CHURCH�

4TH DEGREE KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS�

JANUARY SURPRISE CALENDAR �2021�

�

DONATIONS $10�

WEEKDAY PRIZES $25�

WEEKEND PRIZES $50�

FINAL PRIZE $250�

�

31 CHANCES TO WIN AND YOUR NAME �

GOES BACK IN AFTER EVERY DRAWING�

�

TICKETS ARE AVAILABLE FROM ALL�

4TH DEGREE KNIGHTS AND �

AT ST. DOMINIC RECTORY�

508�675�7206�

HAITIAN HEALTH FOUNDATION�

�

For more than 25 years, St. Dominic’s Pro�

Life Committee has had an annual fundraiser for the 

benefit of The Haitian Health Foundation, Dana Far-

ber, Sloane Kettering, St. Jude’s Hospital, Sloane 

Kettering, Unbound, Fall River Chapter MCFL, 

Priests for Life, Priestly Order of St. Peter, Birthright 

and Community Autism.  �

Due to the Coronavirus, we are not able to 

hold our annual Breakfast and Chinese Auction. We 

are asking for your help  in continuing to support 

these worthy charities by making a donation to St. 

Dominic’s Pro�Life Committee. Please send your do-

nation to St. Dominic’s Church.  �

If you wish to purchase a female goat for the 

Haitian Health Foundation, you may do so by making 

a check payable to the Haitian Health Foundation in 

the amount of $150.  You may name your goat! 

Please write the name of the goat on your check and 

mail it to St. Dominic Church.  �

THANK YOU SO MUCH for your help. God 

Bless You!�

ONLINE GIVING�

�

As the COVID pandemic has affected our daily lives it has also 

affected the ability to attend Sunday Mass.  With our Mass 

schedule limited with the amount of parishioners able to attend,  

so has it affected our weekly contributions.  �

In that light, we have set up the opportunity for Online Giving. 

The attached link will bring you to our online giving page 

through the Catholic Foundation.  There is a red starred line un-

der the Make A Gift section where you insert the name of your 

parish.  Any donation made will come to us directly.�

�

https://www.givecentral.org/fallrivercovid19  

�

Thank you again for your continued support. �

We pray the Lord keep all of His children safe from the illness of 

this virus. God Bless. �

BEGINNING OCTOBER 4TH  

AND THE NEXT THREE SUNDAYS IN OCTOBER 

OUR FIRST COMMUNION CANDIDATES  

WILL BE CELEBRATING THEIR 

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION.  

THERE WILL BE THREE CANDIDATES  

IN MASS  WITH THEIR IMMEDIATE FAMILY 

PLEASE JOIN US IN PRAYERFUL  

BLESSINGS FOR THE CHILDREN. 
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Custom Fitted Bras  
& Energywear

Gisele Sardinha  508-989-3591

ThePerfectLifestyle.net

What’s my home worth? 
Call 508-574-6510 (C)
TConnearneyRealtor@gmail.com 

Tammy 
Connearney 
REAL ESTATE AGENT

Contact Tom Blanco to place an ad today! 
tblanco@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6285

FIRE & BURGLAR 
ALARM SYSTEMS

1-800-337-9469
HENRY C. SIDOK  | REHOBOTH, MA

Angele’s 
Cleaning 
Service
Call 508-667-1185
SWANSEA, MA

FUEL OIL 
BURNER SERVICE

Towne Heating 
Co., Inc.

INSTALLATION AND 
ALTERATIONS

EST. 1953 • PAUL DENIS
1162 G.A.R. HIGHWAY, RTE. 6

SWANSEA, MASS

508-672-6384

PROUDLY SERVING

our community

WARING-SULLIVAN
HOME AT BIRCHCREST

189 GARDNERS NECK ROAD
SWANSEA, MA 02777

508-676-1933    waring-sullivan.com
A Service Affiliate of AFFS & Service Corp. Int’l., 206 Winter St., Fall River, MA 02720

Johnson’s Roadside
Farm Market

Home-Grown Quality Fruits &  
Vegetables From Our Family Farm

Our Own Fresh Baked Goods
445 Market St. (Rt. 136), N. Swansea

508-379-0349
www.johnsonsroadsidemarket.com


