
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 20, 2020�

�

WEEKEND MASS SCHEDULE� until further notice�

St. Dominic Church�Sunday at 9:30am�

St. Francis of Assisi�Sunday at 11:00am�

RESERVATIONS REQUIRED!�

call or email the office before Thursday.�

Contact:�

Saint Dominic Church�

P.O. Box 205, Swansea, MA 02777 or �

1277 G.A.R. Highway, Swansea, MA� 02777 �

�

Parish Office:� 508�675�7206�

Parish fax:� 508�672�4716�

Email: saintdominicparish@comcast.net�

�

Religious Ed Grades 1�4: 508�675�7002�

Faith Formation Coordinator: Barbara Domingue�

Email: stdominic1277@gmail.com�

�

Religious Ed Grades 5�7:  508�674�0024�

Faith Formation Coordinator: Debra Fontaine�

Religiouseducation@saintfrancisswansea.com�

�

Confirmation 1 & 2 Coordinator: 508�674�0024�

Coordinators:  Joy and Joe Viveiros�

Email:��joyann56@comcast.net�

�

Baptism: Please call the rectory to register.                 �

Marriage: Call at least 8 months before date of wed-

ding  �

First Communion:  After completing a two year        �

program for First and Second Grade.�

�

Communion to the Homebound: Please call the �

rectory regarding communion at home.�

�

PARISH STAFF:   �

Pastor:�� Rev. Philip N.� Hamel�

Deacon:� Rev. Mr. Gary M. John�

Custodian: Peter Urban�

Office Manager/Bulletin:� Louise Guglielmo�

�

PARISH WEBSITE: www.stdominicswansea.org�

�

PARISH BULLETIN ONLINE:�

https://www.parishesonline.com/find/st�dominic� �

�

FACEBOOK ONLINE: �

https://www.facebook.com/St�Dominic�Parish�

Swansea�193026010775744/  �

UPDATING CONTACT INFORMATION 

ON ALL PARISHIONERS�

We are currently in the process of updating our records. Please 

email Louise at saintdominicparish@comcast.net  or call our 

rectory at 508�675�7206.  Please provide your name, address, 

phone number and e�mail address. Thank You�

�

MASS INTENTIONS�

 SEPTEMBER 6 �  SEPTEMBER 13�

�

Saturday   September 19� Robert Berube�

Sunday     September 20    David Guglielmo�

� � � Colin Boucher�

�

Monday�   September 21� For All Parishioners�

Thursday  September 24� For All Parishioners�

�

Saturday�   September 26� Jose, Tony and Domingas Batista�

� � � Maria dos Reis and Family�

�

Sunday�    September 27� Robert Berube�

� � � Stephanie Lynn Knight�

 �



�

Dear Sisters and Brothers,�

�

� Jesus told his disciples this parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out at dawn to hire labor-

ers for his vineyard. After agreeing with them for the usual daily wage, he sent them into his vineyard.” This is the beginning 

of the gospel passage for this weekend from St. Matthew. It’s a passage that I suspect most people are familiar with. In the 

parable, the landowner goes into the village square every couple of hours, finds people milling around, and likewise hires 

them until the last batch is hired just an hour or so before quitting time. And what does the landowner do? You know it! He 

pays them all exactly the same amount which really ticks off those who worked all day, as they say, bearing the burden and 

the heat of the day! �

�

� Honestly, I suspect that most of us would probably have felt the same as those hired first. There does seem to be a 

bit of an injustice to it. But what we have to remember is that it’s a parable about the kingdom of heaven! The landowner is 

generous with ALL of those who he hired! Or in other words, God is merciful to all of his children.�

�

� We could look at it another way if we want. A couple has a family. One of the kids really makes the parents proud 

and is attentive to their needs. One of the kids pops in once in a while when it’s convenient. One of the kids hardly bothers 

with them unless he/she needs something. One of the kids has cut all ties and doesn’t even talk to them and refused to be part 

of the family for reasons unknown. When the couple dies, they divide their sizable estate equally between each and every 

single one of their children regardless of their behavior towards the parents. Some people would say that the couple wasn’t 

really fair with their kids. The one who was attentive should have gotten the bulk of the estate, and the one who didn’t bother 

at all should have been cut out entirely. … and that would be a perfectly human way of looking at it. I’ll be good to you if 

you’re good to me. And if you’re not good to me … well bucko! .. your loss!�

�

� Most parents have a tendency to love their kids with an unconditional love and will bear hurts from their kids that 

they wouldn’t even consider taking from anyone else. Even if kids are obnoxious to their parents, many parents are still go-

ing to be there in a pinch to help the kid (brat) out. Parents love their kids. There is a connection there between parent and 

child, a bond that is hard to sever or deny. And from a human perspective, it can defy logic or rational explanation. Why? 

Because the bond is love and love can’t always be explained.�

�

� One of the reasons why love can’t always be explained is because love is of God: GOD is love! And since we will 

never fully understand God on this side of the grave, we will never fully understand love. And so we go back to “the king-

dom of heaven is like.”�

�

� While we have a tendency to see ourselves as the laborers who worked all day long, the reality is that we can, 

throughout our lives, be identified with each and every one of the groups in that days labor pool. The church is comprised of 

saints and sinners and each and every one of us has a foot in both groups. None of us is perfect and some days are better than 

others, which means that some days aren’t better than others, and some days are best forgotten! That’s human nature for you. 

But … God understands human nature, particularly in the Second person of God, but because God, Father/Son/Holy Spirit IS 

love, God loves us with an unconditional and perfect love. That means that we’re loved by God whether we are attentive to 

God, whether our attentiveness is spotty, whether we turn to God only when we need something, or whether we ignore God 

all together. Or if you prefer it in todays parable terms, if we work all day, 3/4 of the day, 1/2 of the day, 1/4 of the day or 

just the last few minutes of the day � God still loves us and wills for us to be rewarded. �

�

� Our aim should always be to put in a full days work in terms of our relationship with God. We shouldn’t be doing it 

for reward since knowing that God loves us should in itself be reward enough. But again, human nature being what it is, we 

like and expect to be rewarded for doing good. But sometimes we also like getting something for nothing, or at least some-

thing for next to nothing. But when it comes to rewards, and the kingdom of heaven is the reward that we should be working 

toward, does a reward seem worthwhile when we know that we haven’t earned it? Can we really appreciate the reward when 

we know that we didn’t earn or deserve it? If everyone in the race gets a blue ribbon, does the blue ribbon really mean as 

much if we come in last? And so in our lives as pilgrims on a journey toward heaven: let’s not just try to get by. Let’s not try 

to avoid the burden of the day and the heat. Let’s not try to go for a full days salary for a partial days work. Let us do the 

work by loving God above all things! Let us bear the burden of the day and the heat of the day by loving our neighbor as 

ourself and with a strong life of prayer and worship. And when our pilgrimage is over, hopefully we will be proud to accept 

the agreed upon wage without rancor when we see those whose pilgrimage was less than ours receiving the same inher-

itance. And why should we? Because we will understand that our “blue ribbon” stands for faithfulness to God. We will know 

that our salvation isn’t given to us by default. We will know that we honestly did our best to love God and that he loves us. 

Our strong love for God will be its own reward because God is love. And knowing that we accepted Gods grace freely in this 

life to love honestly is a reward because God is love. And if we love honestly now in this life, then we are close to God now 

and more importantly, God is close to us. And what could be better than that? .. to have God close to us now AND for all 

eternity!!!�



ST. DOMINIC CHURCH�

4TH DEGREE KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS�

JANUARY SURPRISE CALENDAR �2021�

�

DONATIONS $10�

WEEKDAY PRIZES $25�

WEEKEND PRIZES $50�

FINAL PRIZE $250�

�

31 CHANCES TO WIN AND YOUR NAME �

GOES BACK IN AFTER EVERY DRAWING�

HAITIAN HEALTH FOUNDATION�

�

For more than 25 years, St. Dominic’s Pro�Life Com-

mittee has had an annual fundraiser for the benefit of The Hai-

tian Health Foundation, Dana Farber, Sloane Kettering, St. 

Jude’s Hospital, Sloane Kettering, Unbound, Fall River Chapter 

MCFL, Priests for Life, Priestly Order of St. Peter, Birthright 

and Community Autism.  �

Due to the Coronavirus, we are not able to hold our 

annual Breakfast and Chinese Auction. We are asking for your 

help  in continuing to support these worthy charities by making a 

donation to St. Dominic’s Pro�Life Committee. Please send your 

donation to St. Dominic’s Church.  �

If you wish to purchase a female goat for the Haitian 

Health Foundation, you may do so by making a check payable to 

the Haitian Health Foundation in the amount of $150.  You may 

name your goat! Please write the name of the goat on your check 

and mail it to St. Dominic Church.  �

THANK YOU SO MUCH for your help. God Bless 

You!�

CONFIRMATION  INFORMATION�

�

Our Confirmation date is Wednesday, October 21 at 7:00pm 

with Bishop daCunha at St Francis of Assisi Church. Candi-

dates should be at the church hall at 6:30pm.�

�

**Due to limited space....Guests can only be...student, spon-

sor and parents to the ceremony****�

�

Rehearsal Practice....Wednesday, October 14 at 6:30pm at 

St. Francis Church. Please bring your sponsor to this prac-

tice. Robes will be given out after the practice.�

�

***Mask and Social Distancing required at all times by all** �

Please call Joy Viveiros 508�674�0024 or email her at�

joyann56@comcast.net for more information. �

MT. HOPE CATHOLIC COMMUNITY OF  

St. Dominic/St. Francis of Assisi 

Faith Formation Program 

Grades 5, 6, 7 

Important Information: 

In person lessons have been delayed for grades fifth, sixth, 

and seventh. However, our program is centered around the 

weekly gospels.  

The program normal start date for this year is September 

20th. Children may continue their lessons at home until it’s 

safe for us to resume in person meetings. 

 

 We will be contacting the parents under separate cover 

with a date and time, when the weekly pamphlets are avail-

able for pickup.  

God bless, Debra Fontaine, Faith Formation Coordinator 

Grade 5-7 

Mt. Hope Catholic Community�

Faith Formation Program 2020�2021�

��

Our Faith Formation program this year will be combined with 

St. Dominic’s, in an effort to bring our two parishes of St. Fran-

cis of  Assisi and St. Dominic’s closer together.   �

��

Here is the contact information you will need for this year’s pro-

gram:�

��

Grades 1�4 will be at St. Dominic’s, Barbara Domingue will be 

the Faith Formation Director for those classes.�

Telephone:  508�675�7002�

Email:  stdominic1277@gmail.com�

��

Grades 5�7 will be at St. Francis of Assisi, Debra Fontaine will  

be the Faith Formation Director for those classes.�

Telephone:  508�674�0024�

Email:  religiouseducation@stfrancisswansea.com�

���

A decision has been made that we will not have in�person clas-

ses for Grades 1�7, (until we know that it  can be done safely, so 

as to protect your child/children from COVID�19 and its conse-

quences.). �

BEGINNING OCTOBER 4TH �

AND THE NEXT THREE SUNDAYS IN OCTOBER�

OUR FIRST COMMUNION CANDIDATES �

WILL BE CELEBRATING THEIR�

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION. �

THERE WILL BE THREE CANDIDATES �

IN MASS  WITH THEIR IMMEDIATE FAMILY�

PLEASE JOIN US IN PRAYERFUL �

BLESSINGS FOR THE CHILDREN.�

CATECHETICAL SUNDAY:  

Our parish will celebrate the commissioning of our teachers 

on Sunday, September 20

th

.  While we are not having in-

person classes for Grades 1-7 until it is safe to do so, our Cat-

echists will still be involved in preparing materials for the 

students in our parishes. 

Catechetical Sunday is a wonderful opportunity to reflect on 

the role that each person plays, by virtue of Baptism, in 

handing on the faith and being a witness to the Gospel.  

The 2020 Catechetical Sunday theme is taken from St. 

Paul’s first letter to the Corinthians, “I Received from the 

Lord what I also Handed on to You.” This theme focuses on 

the essential work of catechesis, which is an invitation to a 

whole new life given by Christ Himself. It emphasizes that 

living faith necessitates movement, inspiring all those who 

hear the Word to share it as witnesses of the true and living 

God. 

Please keep our Catechists, students and their families in 

your prayers as we begin this most unusual Catechetical 

year. 
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Custom Fitted Bras  
& Energywear

Gisele Sardinha  508-989-3591

ThePerfectLifestyle.net

What’s my home worth? 
Call 508-574-6510 (C)
TConnearneyRealtor@gmail.com 

Tammy 
Connearney 
REAL ESTATE AGENT

Contact Tom Blanco to place an ad today! 
tblanco@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6285

FIRE & BURGLAR 
ALARM SYSTEMS

1-800-337-9469
HENRY C. SIDOK  | REHOBOTH, MA

Angele’s 
Cleaning 
Service
Call 508-667-1185
SWANSEA, MA

FUEL OIL 
BURNER SERVICE

Towne Heating 
Co., Inc.

INSTALLATION AND 
ALTERATIONS

EST. 1953 • PAUL DENIS
1162 G.A.R. HIGHWAY, RTE. 6

SWANSEA, MASS

508-672-6384

PROUDLY SERVING

our community

WARING-SULLIVAN
HOME AT BIRCHCREST

189 GARDNERS NECK ROAD
SWANSEA, MA 02777

508-676-1933    waring-sullivan.com
A Service Affiliate of AFFS & Service Corp. Int’l., 206 Winter St., Fall River, MA 02720

Johnson’s Roadside
Farm Market

Home-Grown Quality Fruits &  
Vegetables From Our Family Farm

Our Own Fresh Baked Goods
445 Market St. (Rt. 136), N. Swansea

508-379-0349
www.johnsonsroadsidemarket.com


