
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 20, 2020�

�

WEEKEND MASS SCHEDULE� until further notice�

St. Dominic Church�Sunday at 9:30am�

St. Francis of Assisi�Sunday at 11:00am�

RESERVATIONS REQUIRED!�

call or email the office before Thursday.�

Contact:�

Saint Dominic Church�

P.O. Box 205, Swansea, MA 02777 or �

1277 G.A.R. Highway, Swansea, MA� 02777 �

�

Parish Office:� 508�675�7206�

Parish fax:� 508�672�4716�

Email: saintdominicparish@comcast.net�

�

Religious Ed Grades 1�4: 508�675�7002�

Faith Formation Coordinator: Barbara Domingue�

Email: stdominic1277@gmail.com�

�

Religious Ed Grades 5�7:  508�674�0024�

Faith Formation Coordinator: Debra Fontaine�

Religiouseducation@saintfrancisswansea.com�

�

Confirmation 1 & 2 Coordinator: 508�674�0024�

Coordinators:  Joy and Joe Viveiros�

Email:��joyann56@comcast.net�

�

Baptism: Please call the rectory to register.                 �

Marriage: Call at least 8 months before date of wed-

ding  �

First Communion:  After completing a two year        �

program for First and Second Grade.�

�

Communion to the Homebound: Please call the �

rectory regarding communion at home.�

�

PARISH STAFF:   �

Pastor:�� Rev. Philip N.� Hamel�

Deacon:� Rev. Mr. Gary M. John�

Custodian: Peter Urban�

Office Manager/Bulletin:� Louise Guglielmo�

�

PARISH WEBSITE: www.stdominicswansea.org�

�

PARISH BULLETIN ONLINE:�

https://www.parishesonline.com/find/st�dominic� �

�

FACEBOOK ONLINE: �

https://www.facebook.com/St�Dominic�Parish�

Swansea�193026010775744/  �

September 27, 2020 � Twenty�Sixth Sunday in Ordinary 

Time�

Living the Pascal Mystery�

��

Have you ever met a flatterer, or people pleaser?� Those 

who say what you want to hear but have no intention of fol-

lowing through?� Or those who over�promise and under�

deliver?� It can be challenging to hear the words of Jesus in 

the parable today about such behaviors.� Despite our best 

intentions, it is our actions that truly mean more than our 

words.� Without actions, our words are a “clanging gong,” 

to use a term from St. Paul.� There are many reasons why 

we might over�promise, but we are reminded of another 

saying in the gospels:� “Let your `Yes’ mean `Yes’ and your 

`No’ mean `No’”� (Matt 5:37).� At some level, this is simply 

good advice from Jesus the teacher.�

��

As we go about our lives, let us make an extra effort to 

think carefully before we commit ourselves or say we will 

do something.� Simply modifying a commitment with the 

words “I intend to…” or “I’ll make my best effort to…” 

may be all we need to temper expectations.� By avoiding 

the trap of being a people�pleaser, flatterer, or one who over

�promises, and instead being a person of action and doing 

on behalf of others, we will be living the gospel message.�



Dear Sisters and Brothers,�

�

� Our second reading for the 26th Sunday in Ordinary times comes again from St. Paul, and specifically, from the letter to the 

Philippians. This particular passage has one of the most recognizable set of verses in the New Testament. God, in the form of man, emp-

tied himself and took the form of a slave. The message is powerful and one that merits constant reflection on the part of disciples, that 

one so powerful, one whose immensity surpasses our ability to comprehend, has relinquished his ability for a span of time so that human-

kind might have a sacrifice worthy of God. The passage is so remarkable because it focuses our attention not only on the magnitude of 

God, which Jesus freely chose to put aside for a period of human history, but on the merit which that sacrifice gained for those who be-

lieve. God, made man, obediently accepted death on a cross! And the result? The gates of heaven are opened so that all persons past, pre-

sent and yet to come, might enjoy the presence of God in God’s eternal home. The sacrifice is not one that any human person, regardless 

of his or her goodness, could have achieved. Only God could provide what was worthy, or good enough, for God. �

�

� This Christological hymn, as it is called, should cause nothing but humility in those who read it, those who hear it, and most 

importantly, those who meditate on it and live by it. God, who is everything, created a means for all of us, who are nothing (in compari-

son to the greatness of God) so that we might have the means of achieving eternal happiness. God has given of his bounty to those who 

have nothing. In a sense, it’s a “rags to riches” opportunity, in a spiritual sense, for all of those called to faith in Jesus. Though we are not 

worthy, all will be given to us, to those who believe! �

�

� The Christological hymn that is shared with us begins midway in the passage that the Church has put aside for this weekend. All 

too often, I suspect, that because of the extraordinary nature of the hymn, people find it easy to overlook the verses that precede it. In the 

introduction to todays passage, (which ironically is allowed to be the reading in its entirety without the Christological hymn � a tragedy 

should it happen) St. Paul writes:�

�

� If there is any encouragement in Christ, any solace in�

� love, any participation in the Spirit, any compassion�

� and mercy, complete my joy by being of the same mind,�

� with the same love, united in heart, thinking one thing.�

� Do nothing out of selfishness or out of vainglory; rather,�

� humbly regard others as more important that yourselves,�

� each looking out not for his own interest, but also for�

� those of others.�

�

Why would it be a tragedy to have the above without the Christological hymn? Because, to put it in terms of todays technology, it would 

be like having a lighting system that we only run on a fraction of the power needed to operate it. Or for us, the encouragement to live as 

St.. Paul suggests.�

�

� Paul is intending to encourage the Philippians to a fuller participation in discipleship, which is of its nature a fuller participation 

in the life of Christ. At the beginning of this particular epistle, which we heard last weekend, Paul wrote “For to me life is Christ, and 

death is gain.” Life IS Christ! … or in other words, everything that we do in our lives should be Christ�centered! It’s the goal of every 

disciple! (or it should be!!!) Our discipleship should constantly, day in and day out, be looking for ways to become more like the Son of 

God, who to show us how possible it is to become as perfect as is humanly possible, became son of Mary � one like us in all things but 

sin! It was through God becoming the son of Mary that he emptied himself. And by emptying himself and becoming like us, he proves to 

us that what he did for us and our salvation are actions that any human can undertake � even to the point of accepting death on a cross. �

�

� If we honestly meditate on the actions of the Son of God emptying himself and taking the form of a slave (a human being) and 

likewise meditate honestly on strengthening ourselves as genuine followers of Christ, then we “humbly regard others as more important 

than” ourselves. We love God first and foremost with all of our being. We likewise also love others as ourselves. And we do it without 

exception, without hesitation, without expectation! We do it for love: the love of God.�

�

� Our passage from Philippians is the perfect introduction to the gospel passage from St. Matthew about the parable of the two 

sons who are both asked by their father to go into the vineyard to work. One immediately says no, but ends up going. The other immedi-

ately says yes, but fails horribly to follow through.  We in fact ARE the two sons in the parable. We are asked daily by God to go into 

“the vineyard” to do the Lords work by loving God and neighbor. Are we the ones who say no but do the work regardless; disciples who 

sometimes find discipleship inconvenient but still struggle to act accordingly? Or are we the ones who “yes” God to death by putting on a 

veneer of discipleship that has little depth, and go on our own merry way putting ourselves first, and God and everyone else who doesn’t 

fit our agenda of importance, second? Honestly, I suspect that we have a bit of both “sons” in us, depending on the day.�

�

� Jesus in the gospel reminds the priests and elders of his day that “tax collectors and prostitutes” (or with the ears of 1st century 

Jews, notorious sinners) are entering the Kingdom of God before them. Why? Because they “repented” at the preaching of John the Bap-

tist, who came before Jesus. And because Jesus is more than John, his message of repentance, his message of love, his message of com-

passion supersedes Johns preaching in every dimension. So this weekend we are asked: Do we repent at the words of Jesus? Do we hon-

estly try to live our lives in as pure and as loving a manner as we’re capable? Or do we figure that it’s just too hard, too inconvenient or 

too much work to try? St. Paul uses his epistle to encourage the Philippians and us to do our very best. He shows us that it IS humanly 

possible for us too. Why? Because the Christ, the second person of the Blessed Trinity emptied himself and became the son of Mary. He 

IS like us in all things but sin. Jesus is every bit as human as you and me. So if he can do it, then so can we. We have the ability to put 

God first! We have the ability to love others completely and put them first. We have the ability to look out for the interest of others. So 

the question remains for each of us individually: Do we accept the challenge and live it as best we can? Or do we simply get tired by the 

mere thought of it and remain satisfied to “yes” God to death ..  and fall far behind the tax collectors and prostitutes? The decision is ours 

through free will, and ours alone. So let’s accept St. Pauls encouragement and make his words our own: to live IS Christ! And because of 

our knowledge of the Christ through the second part of todays passage from Philippians, we use this knowledge and this power to fully 

energize ourselves and our discipleship: all for the glory of our God who emptied himself for us and asks us to labor in his vineyard!�



ST. DOMINIC CHURCH�

4TH DEGREE KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS�

                     JANUARY SURPRISE CALENDAR �2021�

                      DONATIONS $10�

                       WEEKDAY PRIZES $25�

                       WEEKEND PRIZES $50�

                      FINAL PRIZE $250�

                   1 CHANCES TO WIN AND YOUR NAME �

GOES BACK IN AFTER EVERY DRAWING�

TICKETS ARE AVAILABLE FROM ALL�

4TH DEGREE KNIGHTS AND �

AT ST. DOMINIC RECTORY�

HAITIAN HEALTH FOUNDATION�

Due to the Coronavirus, we are not able to hold our annual 

Breakfast and Chinese Auction. We are asking for your help  in 

continuing to support our worthy charities by making a �

donation to St. Dominic’s Pro�Life Committee.  God Bless!�

CONFIRMATION  INFORMATION�

�

Our Confirmation date is Wednesday, October 21 at 7:00pm 

with Bishop daCunha at St Francis of Assisi Church. Candi-

dates should be at the church hall at 6:30pm.�

�

**Due to limited space....Guests can only be...student, spon-

sor and parents to the ceremony****�

�

Rehearsal Practice....Wednesday, October 14 at 6:30pm at 

St. Francis Church. Please bring your sponsor to this prac-

tice. Robes will be given out after the practice.�

Mt. Hope Catholic Community�

Faith Formation Program 2020-2021 

 �

Our Faith Formation program this year will be combined 

with St. Dominic’s, in an effort to bring our two parishes 

of St. Francis of  Assisi and St. Dominic’s closer togeth-

er.    

 �

Grades 1�4 will be at St. Dominic’s, Barbara Domingue will 

be the Faith Formation Director for those classes.�

Telephone:  508�675�7002�

Email:  stdominic1277@gmail.com 

� 

Grades 5�7 will be at St. Francis of Assisi, Debra Fontaine 

will be the Faith Formation Director for those classes.�

Telephone: 508�674�0024�

Email:  religiouseducation@stfrancisswansea.com 

���

A decision has been made that we will not have in-person 

classes for Grades 1-7, (until we know that it  can be done 

safely, so as to protect your child/children from COVID-

19 and its consequences.). �

BEGINNING  NEXT WEEKEND, OCTOBER 4TH ,�

AND THE NEXT THREE SUNDAYS IN OCTOBER�

OUR FIRST COMMUNION CANDIDATES �

WILL BE CELEBRATING THEIR�

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION AT 9:30 MASS.�

ADULT CONFIRMATION�

Will be celebrated on Thursday, December 10th �

At 7PM in the Cathedral.�

Fall Classes will be conducted online and are scheduled to begin on�

Thursday, October 15th.  The complete registration form ,�

Including $45 registration fee, must be returned to Deacon�

Bruce Bonneau at the Office of Faith Formation prior to start of classes.�

2020 RESPECT LIFE MASS with BISHOP da CUNHA�

On Saturday, October 17th at 10 AM, Bishop da Cunha�

Will celebrate a special Mass for the �

October Respect Life Month at St. Mary’s Cathedral.�

The Mass will be live�streamed from the �

Pro�Life Apostolate Facebook page�

(Pro�Life Apostolate & Project Rachel for �

Diocese of Fall River)�

www.facebook.com/prolifeofficefallriver �

2020 WEDDING ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION 

Due to COVID-19, this year’s Anniversary Celebration 

Scheduled for October 18th has been cancelled. 

In light of this, next year’s celebration will be a time to 

Honor those who reached a milestone year in 2020, joining 

those celebrating significant anniversaries in 2021. 

ATTLEBORO 40 DAYS FOR LIFE CAMPAIGN 

From September 23-November 1 they are looking for-

ward to seeing their faithful supporters who have joined 

in witness and prayer.   

Each person is asked to come and pray responsibly 

exercising social distancing.  Attendees will gather on 

the sidewalks surrounding Angell Park  and the sidewalk 

near the mailbox.   

If you are not able to join us at the clinic, 

Please consider participating as a congregation in pray-

er and fasting for this important cause.   

Many states, including Massachusetts are advancing 

legislation to allow abortion through the entire  

pregnancy at any clinic and unregistered sites.   

Your support and prayers are needed  

�

MASS INTENTIONS�

 SEPTEMBER 26� OCTOBER 4�

Saturday  September 26� Jose, Tony and Domingas Batista�

� � � Maria dos Reis and Family�

�

Sunday�    September 27� Robert Berube�

� � � Stephanie Lynn Knight�

�

Saturday   October 3� Manuel Faria & family�

Sunday �    October 4� Jose & Maria Pimentel,�

� � � John & Maureen Berube, and�

� All deceased members of the�

� Pro�Life Committee: Mary Hogan, Ruth Murray,�

� Isabel Papa, Jean Reid, Annie Souza. �
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Custom Fitted Bras  
& Energywear

Gisele Sardinha  508-989-3591

ThePerfectLifestyle.net

What’s my home worth? 
Call 508-574-6510 (C)
TConnearneyRealtor@gmail.com 

Tammy 
Connearney 
REAL ESTATE AGENT

Contact Tom Blanco to place an ad today! 
tblanco@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6285

FIRE & BURGLAR 
ALARM SYSTEMS

1-800-337-9469
HENRY C. SIDOK  | REHOBOTH, MA

Angele’s 
Cleaning 
Service
Call 508-667-1185
SWANSEA, MA

FUEL OIL 
BURNER SERVICE

Towne Heating 
Co., Inc.

INSTALLATION AND 
ALTERATIONS

EST. 1953 • PAUL DENIS
1162 G.A.R. HIGHWAY, RTE. 6

SWANSEA, MASS

508-672-6384

PROUDLY SERVING

our community

WARING-SULLIVAN
HOME AT BIRCHCREST

189 GARDNERS NECK ROAD
SWANSEA, MA 02777

508-676-1933    waring-sullivan.com
A Service Affiliate of AFFS & Service Corp. Int’l., 206 Winter St., Fall River, MA 02720

Johnson’s Roadside
Farm Market

Home-Grown Quality Fruits &  
Vegetables From Our Family Farm

Our Own Fresh Baked Goods
445 Market St. (Rt. 136), N. Swansea

508-379-0349
www.johnsonsroadsidemarket.com


