
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 4, 2020�

�

WEEKEND MASS SCHEDULE� until further notice�

St. Dominic Church�Sunday at 9:30am�

St. Francis of Assisi�Sunday at 11:00am�

RESERVATIONS REQUIRED!�

call or email the office before Thursday.�

Contact:�

Saint Dominic Church�

P.O. Box 205, Swansea, MA 02777 or �

1277 G.A.R. Highway, Swansea, MA� 02777 �

�

Parish Office:� 508�675�7206�

Parish fax:� 508�672�4716�

Email: saintdominicparish@comcast.net�

�

Religious Ed Grades 1�4: 508�675�7002�

Faith Formation Coordinator: Barbara Domingue�

Email: stdominic1277@gmail.com�

�

Religious Ed Grades 5�7:  508�674�0024�

Faith Formation Coordinator: Debra Fontaine�

Religiouseducation@saintfrancisswansea.com�

�

Confirmation 1 & 2 Coordinator: 508�674�0024�

Coordinators:  Joy and Joe Viveiros�

Email:��joyann56@comcast.net�

�

Baptism: Please call the rectory to register.                 �

Marriage: Call at least 8 months before date of wed-

ding  �

First Communion:  After completing a two year        �

program for First and Second Grade.�

�

Communion to the Homebound: Please call the �

rectory regarding communion at home.�

�

PARISH STAFF:   �

Pastor:�� Rev. Philip N.� Hamel�

Deacon:� Rev. Mr. Gary M. John�

Custodian: Peter Urban�

Office Manager/Bulletin:� Louise Guglielmo�

�

PARISH WEBSITE: www.stdominicswansea.org�

�

PARISH BULLETIN ONLINE:�

https://www.parishesonline.com/find/st�dominic� �

�

FACEBOOK ONLINE: �

https://www.facebook.com/St�Dominic�Parish�

Swansea�193026010775744/  �

�

October 4, 2020 � Twenty�Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time�

Living the Pascal Mystery�

��

Though the gospel was written two thousand years ago, it unfor-

tunately has been misused throughout history as justification for 

Christians to persecute Jews.� The church tells us that the words 

here echo words of the prophets and their critiques of the people 

of God.� But when Christians definitively separated from Jews, 

the words were understood differently, not as an internal critique 

between members of a family but as a forceful condemnation of 

the ”other.”�

��

But it must be admitted that many of these passages are capable 

of providing a pretext for anti�Jewish sentiment and have in fact 

been used in this way.� To avoid mistakes of this kind, it must be 

kept in mind that the New�Testament polemical texts, even those 

expressed in general terms, have to do with concrete historical 

contexts and are never meant to be applied to Jews of all times 

and places merely because they are Jews.� (Pontifical�

Biblical Commission, Jewish People 87).�

��

Now in the modern world, especially in light of the holocaust, we 

must do all we can to put away any anti�Jewish reading of the 

text.� In so doing, we will walk in the newness of life.�

OUR PARISH OFFICES WILL BE CLOSED ON  MONDAY, 

OCTOBER 12th for OBSERVANCE OF COLUMBUS DAY..   



Dear Sisters and Brothers,�

�

� In the gospel from St. Matthew this weekend, Jesus gives us the parable of the landowner who planted a vineyard. The parable 

of Jesus is very much similar in its teaching to the first reading that we have from Isaiah. Of course, in the first reading, the people of 

Israel are the vineyard, and in the gospel, the ones to be judged are those tending the vineyard;but the lessons, again, are pretty much 

identical.�

�

� In the first reading, God plants the vineyard with good grapevines, and yet they devolve into wild grapes that aren’t fit for har-

vest. In the gospel, the vineyard is planted and the owner hires tenant farmers to care for the vines and harvest the grapes at the proper 

time. In Isaiah, the people of God in Israel are being told that they’ve turned “wild” or bad. In the gospel, the disciples are being warned 

not to become selfish and withhold from God what is his due.�

�

� Most of us, if we are going to try to see ourselves in either of the readings, try to convince ourselves that A: we’re good grapes 

and not wild grapes, and B: that we’d be the ones to give to the landowner his produce and not withhold it from him. And we certainly 

wouldn’t kill the landowners son! (or would we?) Honestly, at the moment of our baptisms, we are just that … we are honest and pure 

and without sin … but then we grow up, form our personalities, have life experiences � all of which shape and color our view of the world 

around us and our view of the persons around us, and form us into the persons that we are. Partly through nurturing and partly through 

genetics, we become the persons that we are, mostly good but always with the possibility of going towards the “dark side.” It’s just hu-

man nature that we “straddle the fence” at times, and God understands! Hence our ability to be forgiven over and over if we are contrite 

of heart. �

�

� One of the challenges of our discipleship is maintaining the “good side” and avoiding the “dark side.” Temptation to sin is al-

ways around us trying to destroy our relationship with God, sometime through big events, but mostly for us through smaller ones. The 

smaller ones most often become the bigger problems in our lives, and the insidiousness of the smaller ones is that after a while, the small-

er ones can seem to become normal because we become so used to them. We can often try to convince ourselves that because some small 

sins are of such little consequence, we really don’t need to defend against them, or worse, to even avoid them. And believe it or not, 

enough of the small ones can pile up to become bigger problems in our relationship with God.�

�

�

� If we want to use the analogy of the good grapes becoming wild grapes � how could the transition be avoided? I’ve never owned 

a vineyard nor tended grape vines, but I surmise that proper cultivation of the soil, working the proper nutrients into the soil, knowing 

how to prune the vines to get rid of dead wood and encourage new growth, pulling weeds as they appear, and protecting them from graz-

ing animals who might be tempted to nibble on tender new growth. If the vines are properly tended, then the fruit that they will produce 

should be good. Of course, the overall soil of the area and the climate of the area are huge factors!�

�

� Supposing that we are the vines, then we need to ask ourselves how well we cultivate the soil of our spiritual lives; how well we 

nourish it; how well we encourage growth, remove weeds, and protect ourselves from  those who tend to nibble at our spiritual selves. 

What kind of spiritual soil have we planted ourselves in and what kind of climate have we created for ourselves in our own particular 

space? All of these things will be very telling in the type of “grapes” we become!�

�

� The vast majority of people, and so the vast majority of us, are really good decent people even though not one of us is perfect. 

But the slight imperfections that we have, if we don’t try to better ourselves, are the things that go into making for a “bad grape”. One 

very simple example of which most all of us are guilty of at some point is the problem of gossip. Now gossip is not the same as simply 

sharing news about a situation. Gossip is defined as: “casual or unconstrained conversation or reports about other people, typically in-

volving details that are not confirmed as being true.” More often that not, it usually is the type of conversation that in some way hurts 

another person, whether intentionally or not. �

�

� When dealing with the problem of gossip, we are usually dealing with sin that can be either one of two things: slander or calum-

ny. We don’t hear too much about these sins nowadays, but they’re real. Slander is spreading untruths about another person to hurt them 

or their reputation. Calumny is spreading truths about another person to hurt them or their reputation. Both of these poisons the soil of 

our souls even when the offense doesn’t seem to us to be overly serious. Poison in the soil of a sinful nature builds up in the soil of our 

souls over time and affects our growth. A little poison in the soil over time becomes a lot of poison. �

�

� The question of how we are like the tenants in the gospel has its comparison. The produce is good, but do the tenants give it 

back to the rightful owner, who we know is God, what is rightfully his? We are the tenants and God has put us in a vineyard that is capa-

ble of producing. All of us are aware of the blessings that God has given to us in our lives. Do we show gratitude to God? Do we give 

back to him through faithful worship? Do we make “payment” on the “debt” by lives of prayer and sacrifice? Do we return love for love, 

both to God and neighbor? Are we willing to give back to God a harvest of kindness, welcome, forgiveness and compassion? Or do we 

hold onto all of these things thinking that we can get away without giving back to God?�

�

� We do like to think that we’re “good grapes” and “good tenants.” Most of the time we are. But the time will come when we will 

need to make an accounting of our entire lives before God. Will the “grapes” and “produce of the vineyard” that we present to God at the 

end of our lives be “grapes” that produce the most exquisite, full bodied wine; a wine of passable quality; or a wine best suited to become 

vinegar; or grapes than can only be thrown out? There aren’t too many other possibilities. The good news is that with God’s grace, there 

is always the time and possibility to get the soil of the vineyard back in shape if need be. Through prayer and the sacraments, through our 

daily examination of conscience, our willingness to work at seeing God in our lives and in the lives of others, producing good spiritual 

grapes for a superb spiritual wine is always within our reach. We want to make sure that this is always our goal, which is why we need to 

recommit ourselves each and every day. Why? Because the “wine” we present and become is to be mixed with the wine of the sacrifice, 

and so we commit to giving and becoming our very best for God.�



ST. DOMINIC CHURCH�

4TH DEGREE KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS�

                     JANUARY SURPRISE CALENDAR �2021�

                      DONATIONS $10�

                       WEEKDAY PRIZES $25�

                       WEEKEND PRIZES $50�

                      FINAL PRIZE $250�

                   31 CHANCES TO WIN AND YOUR NAME �

GOES BACK IN AFTER EVERY DRAWING�

TICKETS ARE AVAILABLE FROM ALL�

4TH DEGREE KNIGHTS AND �

AT ST. DOMINIC RECTORY�

4th DEGREE KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS�

Will be holding their monthly meeting on �

October 15, 2020�

All knights are asked to be in attendance.�

�

MASS INTENTIONS�

 OCTOBER 3  �  OCTOBER 11�

Saturday   October 3� Manuel Faria & family�

Sunday �     October 4� Jose & Maria Pimentel,�

� � � John & Maureen Berube, and�

� � � All deceased members of the�

� � � Pro�Life Committee: Mary Hogan, �

� �                Ruth Murray, Isabel Papa, �

� � � Jean Reed, Annie Souza. �

�

Thursday   October 8� Joseph Hopersgerger�

�

Saturday   October 10� Mary Chaves (Birth.)�

Sunday�     October 11� Roberto Andrade�

� � � George & Ann Botelho�

OUR SANCTUARY  CANDLE   

FOR THE WEEK OF OCTOBER 4TH 

IS LIT FOR A SPECIAL INTENTION 

Let Your Voice Be Heard � Again�

“Say No to ROE”�

The state legislature has extended the session until �

January 5

th

, 2021.  Please remind the members of the Joint Com-

mittee on Judiciary that you oppose the expansion of abortion in 

Massachusetts.  Please call the Committee at 617�722�2396 and 

let them know you are opposed to H3320 and S1209 � the ROE 

legislation.  Every telephone call helps! Remember these bills 

would remove:�

The requirement that young girls obtain consent �

       before an abortion�

The requirement that efforts be made to save a living baby 

who survives abortion�

The requirement that late term abortions be performed in 

hospitals�

And the bills would allow abortion on demand for all nine 

months of pregnancy�

�

For more information about how the ROE legislation would 

expand abortion in Massachusetts, visit www.macatholic.org. �

ANNUAL MASS FOR PEACE�

�

Bishop Edgar da Cunha will celebrate a Mass for Peace on Monday, 

October 12, 2020�

at 6PM at St. Mary’s Cathedral.  The Mass will be preceded by the reci-

tation�

of the Rosary beginning at 5:30PM.  Included with this mailing is a flyer 

with �

information pertaining to the Mass and a bulletin announcement. �

�

Anyone wishing to attend the Mass must pre�register online at 

www.eventbrite.com �

The Mass will also be live streamed on both the Diocese of Fall River 

and�

Catholic Community of Central Fall River Facebook pages. �

THIS SUNDAY,�

 THREE OF OUR FIRST COMMUNION CANDIDATES �

WILL BE CELEBRATING THEIR�

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION. �

PLEASE JOIN US IN PRAYERFUL �

BLESSINGS FOR THE CHILDREN.�

The Catholic Schools Office is looking for a Program Director 

for a newly established Catholic Early �

Learning Center in Attleboro.�

The Program Director is required to be a prac-

ticing Catholic and will be responsible for the 

educational program of children ages 8 weeks 

to 3.9 years old.  They will also be responsible 

for the daily care of the center and adherence 

to diocesan policies.�

For a complete job description, please go to:�

http://www.catholicschoolsalliance.org/wp�content/uploads/

LFELC�Program�Director.pdf�

Send your cover letter & resume: sdrummey@catholicsa.org�

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS CHAPTER #3669�

will be hosting their monthly meeting and �

Their installation of officers on�

Thursday, October 8, 2020 at 7PM.�

All Knights are asked to be in attendance. �

The ST. VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY are holding their monthly 

meeting on October 14th.  All members are asked to be in attend-

ance.  �
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Custom Fitted Bras  
& Energywear

Gisele Sardinha  508-989-3591

ThePerfectLifestyle.net

What’s my home worth? 
Call 508-574-6510 (C)
TConnearneyRealtor@gmail.com 

Tammy 
Connearney 
REAL ESTATE AGENT

Contact Tom Blanco to place an ad today! 
tblanco@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6285

FIRE & BURGLAR 
ALARM SYSTEMS

1-800-337-9469
HENRY C. SIDOK  | REHOBOTH, MA

Angele’s 
Cleaning 
Service
Call 508-667-1185
SWANSEA, MA

FUEL OIL 
BURNER SERVICE

Towne Heating 
Co., Inc.

INSTALLATION AND 
ALTERATIONS

EST. 1953 • PAUL DENIS
1162 G.A.R. HIGHWAY, RTE. 6

SWANSEA, MASS

508-672-6384

PROUDLY SERVING

our community

WARING-SULLIVAN
HOME AT BIRCHCREST

189 GARDNERS NECK ROAD
SWANSEA, MA 02777

508-676-1933    waring-sullivan.com
A Service Affiliate of AFFS & Service Corp. Int’l., 206 Winter St., Fall River, MA 02720

Johnson’s Roadside
Farm Market

Home-Grown Quality Fruits &  
Vegetables From Our Family Farm

Our Own Fresh Baked Goods
445 Market St. (Rt. 136), N. Swansea

508-379-0349
www.johnsonsroadsidemarket.com


