
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 11, 2020�

�

WEEKEND MASS SCHEDULE� until further notice�

St. Dominic Church�Sunday at 9:30am�

St. Francis of Assisi�Sunday at 11:00am�

RESERVATIONS REQUIRED!�

call or email the office before Thursday.�

Contact:�

Saint Dominic Church�

P.O. Box 205, Swansea, MA 02777 or �

1277 G.A.R. Highway, Swansea, MA� 02777 �

�

Parish Office:� 508�675�7206�

Parish fax:� 508�672�4716�

Email: saintdominicparish@comcast.net�

�

Religious Ed Grades 1�4: 508�675�7002�

Faith Formation Coordinator: Barbara Domingue�

Email: stdominic1277@gmail.com�

�

Religious Ed Grades 5�7:  508�674�0024�

Faith Formation Coordinator: Debra Fontaine�

Religiouseducation@saintfrancisswansea.com�

�

Confirmation 1 & 2 Coordinator: 508�674�0024�

Coordinators:  Joy and Joe Viveiros�

Email:��joyann56@comcast.net�

�

Baptism: Please call the rectory to register.                 �

Marriage: Call at least 8 months before date of wed-

ding  �

First Communion:  After completing a two year        �

program for First and Second Grade.�

�

Communion to the Homebound: Please call the �

rectory regarding communion at home.�

�

PARISH STAFF:   �

Pastor:�� Rev. Philip N.� Hamel�

Deacon:� Rev. Mr. Gary M. John�

Custodian: Peter Urban�

Office Manager/Bulletin:� Louise Guglielmo�

�

PARISH WEBSITE: www.stdominicswansea.org�

�

PARISH BULLETIN ONLINE:�

https://www.parishesonline.com/find/st�dominic� �

�

FACEBOOK ONLINE: �

https://www.facebook.com/St�Dominic�Parish�

Swansea�193026010775744/  �

OUR PARISH OFFICES WILL BE CLOSED ON  MONDAY, 

OCTOBER 12th for OBSERVANCE OF COLUMBUS DAY..   

Living the Pascal Mystery�

��

In a story filled with such violence as we have today, it might be 

easy to forget we are dealing with a merciful God!� God calls a 

people to himself and desires that they come to him.� The de-

struction of the city of Jerusalem with its temple was interpreted 

at the time by Christians as God’s judgment of Judah.� A violent 

world saw stories of violence.� Though we may wish to minimize 

the violence, unfortunately it has been part of human history from 

the beginning and continues to this day.�

��

It might difficult to strip away the violent imagery and focus in-

stead on the kernel underneath it all.� Matthew’s church has the 

wisdom and experience of decades since the death and resurrec-

tion of Jesus.� It has learned that there are some in the church 

who do not belong, as indicated in several parables.� Sadly, our 

modern experience reflects this too.� Simply being in the church 

does not make one holy, God’s chosen, or a paragon of vir-

tue.� There are weeds within the wheat.� Only God has the author-

ity to definitively and eternally expel such a person.� The sober-

ing reminder that “many are invited but few are chosen” should 

cause us to pause, reflect, and reexamine our lives.�



Dear Sisters and Brothers,�

�

� Our first reading from the Prophet Isaiah is one that is prescribed as a possible first reading at funeral Masses. In the passage 

that we have today, the prophet tells us that on Gods holy mountain there is a veil that veils all people that God will destroy when he 

destroys even death itself. I have often preached on this reading telling those assembled that the veil that veils, all of us too often in re-

gards to death, is a veil of ignorance. This particular veil, which is born of human emotion as well as the instinct to survive, is a veil that 

wants us to believe that death is the end, that the death of a loved one means that their life is completely and totally over, that they no 

longer exist and that we will never see them again or enjoy their friendship. It likewise would have us believe that this will similarly be 

our fate � complete annihilation; that nothing follows death. This particular veil too often causes doubt about any promise that God may 

have made to us in terms of salvation. It’s a veil that tells us that the absolute worst has happened and that all is lost.�

�

� St. Paul, in his letter to the Thessalonians, reminds us that we are going to grieve when someone we care about dies, but that 

we should not grieve like those who have no hope. Paul knew that through the person of Jesus and the power of Jesus’ death and resur-

rection this particular veil is destroyed for those who put their trust in the Lord. The power of faith and the grace that comes to us 

through grace has the power to destroy any instance of ignorance that would have us believe anything other then that our God has come 

to save us!�

�

� Isaiah doesn’t talk about grief in our passage today because he is preaching to the people of Israel of a time to come where 

those present will be the ones being saved. He is speaking of those from whom the veil will be removed. He is speaking of those yet to 

come who will be present in the moment to enjoy the feast of rich food and choice wines. He is speaking of those for whom grief has no 

place as they are the beneficiaries of the promises of God � “let us rejoice and be glad that he has saved us!”�

�

� All of us have, at some point in our lives, experienced the death of someone particularly dear to us: a spouse; a child; a parent 

or grandparent; a sibling; a relative; a neighbor or close personal friend. These experiences hurt and can take an emotional toll on us. 

Because we are human, we can’t help but feel grief and an overwhelming sense of loss. Talk of a future happiness or of a place of beau-

ty and peace can sometimes ring hollow to the ears of those who are grieving. Depending on the depth of the grieving, the promise of 

resurrection is not what they want to hear but rather a promise of restitution: “I simply what him/her back with me! If you can’t do that, 

then leave me alone!”�

�

� Even for those who believe, death is a particularly difficult area. No one is immune from the emotions of loss. However, a 

sense of loss and a lessening of an initial sense of despair come to us through our faith in Jesus who told us that he was going to prepare 

a place for us so that where he is, we also might be (one day). But that faith in Jesus isn’t automatic. Even those closest to Jesus enter-

tained doubt while Jesus was still walking the earth. Martha, the sister of Lazarus, when asked by Jesus himself if she believed that he 

was “the resurrection and the life” answered “yes Lord. I have COME to believe.” She CAME to believe. In other words, her faith in 

Jesus wasn’t automatic even though she was witness to his many miracles. The same goes for the Apostle Thomas. When Jesus told the 

apostles that they knew where he was going, what was Thomas’ response? “Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can be 

know the way?” Jesus tells him “I am the way, the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father but through me.” It is our faith in Jesus 

and only our faith in Jesus that gives us the ability to hope in our salvation and find our way to the Father and his holy mountain! �

�

� Jesus in St. Matthew’s gospel this weekend gives us the parable of the wedding feast that the king gives for his son. Those who 

were invited weren’t interested, so orders were given to collect people from near and far to fill the banquet hall. But even with those 

collected or invited at the last minutes, one still wasn’t bright enough to prepare himself to the feast with a wedding garment and all that 

it implied. The lesson that Jesus is giving us is that first of all, we are invited to the banquet. That’s a given. The second is that we 

should be smart enough to prepare ourselves to enter. �

�

� The image of banquet is often used as an image of heaven. Banquets are joyous events and usually appeal to us on a number of 

levels. There is, as Isaiah speaks of the holy mountain scene, choice meats and fine wines, and lets be honest, most of us can usually go 

for a really good meal and something wonderful to drink! At banquets, we’re celebrating something special, and at wedding banquets, a 

very happy occasion! And really! Who doesn’t love love? And if it’s the wedding of a relative or even a good, close personal friend, 

we’re usually seated with people who we know and people whose company we enjoy! (Ok .. we sometimes get stuck .. but you get the 

point!) Banquets, like the one God intends to provide on his “holy mountain”, that is heaven, is something that will be joyful! Some-

thing that we can’t help but enjoy! An experience that will see us surrounded by those we love! All great things to be anticipated! �

�

� So we have been invited! There is already a place prepared for us and all those whom we love! The truth is that we shouldn’t 

begrudge God if he calls someone we care for very, very much to something so extraordinary if he calls them before he calls us. Why 

wouldn’t we want someone we love tremendously to have something so incredibly beautiful and good? We shouldn’t be fearful of being 

called ourselves to something so extraordinary either when the time comes. Rather, we should be ready for it.�

�

� We’ve all heard the phrase that the two things that you can’t escape are taxes and death. Well honestly, some have managed to 

break the law and avoid paying taxes. If you’re one of those, it might be a good time to come clean with Uncle Sam. As for death, not a 

single person, not even Jesus, has been able to do that. Death will come to us all someday. So heeding Jesus’ guidance in the gospel, 

let’s make sure that we wear our wedding robes (our souls) free from stains (sin) as best possible, and encourage those around us to do 

the same. If we do, then when the time for us comes, we won’t be fearful for we will know that we’re headed to something extraordi-

nary. We’ll know that we’ll be seated with those we love and care for. We’ll know that what awaits us will be spectacular beyond our 

ability to imagine! Why? Because the view we’ll enjoy with our loved ones from the top of God’s holy mountain won’t only “take our 

breath away” but rather fill us with the life breath of God himself! (And God is beautiful in a way we can’t even begin to imagine!) So 

let’s get ourselves prepared for the banquet! It’ll be an eternally wonderful time!�



ST. DOMINIC CHURCH�

4TH DEGREE KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS�

                     JANUARY SURPRISE CALENDAR �2021�

                      DONATIONS $10�

                       WEEKDAY PRIZES $25�

                       WEEKEND PRIZES $50�

                      FINAL PRIZE $250�

                   31 CHANCES TO WIN AND YOUR NAME �

GOES BACK IN AFTER EVERY DRAWING�

TICKETS ARE AVAILABLE FROM ALL�

4TH DEGREE KNIGHTS AND �

AT ST. DOMINIC RECTORY�

4th DEGREE KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS�

Will be holding their monthly meeting on �

October 15, 2020�

All knights are asked to be in attendance.�

2020 RESPECT LIFE MASS with BISHOP da CUNHA�

On Saturday, October 17th at 10 AM, Bishop da Cunha�

Will celebrate a special Mass for the �

October Respect Life Month at St. Mary’s Cathedral.�

The Mass will be live�streamed from the �

Pro�Life Apostolate Facebook page�

(Pro�Life Apostolate & Project Rachel for �

Diocese of Fall River)�

www.facebook.com/prolifeofficefallriver �

�

MASS INTENTIONS�

 OCTOBER 10  �  18�

�

Saturday   October 10� Mary Chaves (Birth.)�

Sunday�      October 11� Roberto Andrade�

� � � George & Ann Botelho�

�

Thursday  October 15� Carl Lopes�

�

Saturday   October 17� Arthur LeMay (Birth.) and �

� � � Dorothy LeMay �

Sunday     October 18� Cory Brescia�

� � � Jose and Maria Pimentel�

� � � All Souls in Purgatory�

ANNUAL MASS FOR PEACE�

�

Bishop Edgar da Cunha will celebrate a Mass for Peace on Monday, 

October 12, 2020�

at 6PM at St. Mary’s Cathedral.  The Mass will be preceded by the reci-

tation�

of the Rosary beginning at 5:30PM.  Included with this mailing is a flyer 

with �

information pertaining to the Mass and a bulletin announcement. �

�

Anyone wishing to attend the Mass must pre�register online at 

www.eventbrite.com �

The Mass will also be live streamed on both the Diocese of Fall River 

and�

Catholic Community of Central Fall River Facebook pages. �

THIS SUNDAY,�

 THREE OF OUR FIRST COMMUNION CANDIDATES �

WILL BE CELEBRATING THEIR�

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION. �

PLEASE JOIN US IN PRAYERFUL �

BLESSINGS FOR THE CHILDREN.�

The ST. VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY are holding their 

monthly meeting on October 14th.  All members are asked to 

be in attendance.  �

SAINT DOMINIC’S WOMEN’S GUILD �

WILL BE HOSTING  THEIR�

ANNUAL MEAT PIE SUPPER�

CURB�SIDE PICK UP ONLY�

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 14TH�

FROM 4�6 PM�

�

TICKETS ARE $12 AND CAN BE PURCHASED�

FROM MEMBERS AND/OR AT THE RECTORY�

�

PUT A SMILE ON A CHILD�

The Knights of Columbus Chapter #3669 along with our Saint  

Vincent de Paul Society are holding their annual COATS FOR 

KIDS campaign from October 1�November 15.  As in every �

situation,  COVID�19 has impacted this campaign as well.  We 

can no longer accept used coats.  We are asking for monetary 

donations  in order to purchase new coats for all the children.  �

Should you decide to donate a new coat, please be sure that the 

tags are attached and drop them off at St. Dominic Church.  �

You may drop your monetary donations at St. Dominic Church /

or mail them to us c/o St. Dominic Church, 1277 GAR Hwy.,�

Swansea, MA 02777.   Thank you and God Bless �
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Custom Fitted Bras  
& Energywear

Gisele Sardinha  508-989-3591

ThePerfectLifestyle.net

What’s my home worth? 
Call 508-574-6510 (C)
TConnearneyRealtor@gmail.com 

Tammy 
Connearney 
REAL ESTATE AGENT

Contact Tom Blanco to place an ad today! 
tblanco@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6285

FIRE & BURGLAR 
ALARM SYSTEMS

1-800-337-9469
HENRY C. SIDOK  | REHOBOTH, MA

Angele’s 
Cleaning 
Service
Call 508-667-1185
SWANSEA, MA

FUEL OIL 
BURNER SERVICE

Towne Heating 
Co., Inc.

INSTALLATION AND 
ALTERATIONS

EST. 1953 • PAUL DENIS
1162 G.A.R. HIGHWAY, RTE. 6

SWANSEA, MASS

508-672-6384

PROUDLY SERVING

our community

WARING-SULLIVAN
HOME AT BIRCHCREST

189 GARDNERS NECK ROAD
SWANSEA, MA 02777

508-676-1933    waring-sullivan.com
A Service Affiliate of AFFS & Service Corp. Int’l., 206 Winter St., Fall River, MA 02720

Johnson’s Roadside
Farm Market

Home-Grown Quality Fruits &  
Vegetables From Our Family Farm

Our Own Fresh Baked Goods
445 Market St. (Rt. 136), N. Swansea

508-379-0349
www.johnsonsroadsidemarket.com


