


 





Stewardship Ties 
 

There is a lot of imagery around Christmas that has to do 
with adoption — or, more specifically, with a child being 
loved by another as if they belonged to that person and 

loved in such a profound way that in time, they do come to 
belong to that person. 

 
We see this with Joseph and the infant Jesus. Joseph is not 
Jesus’ biological father. But through a series of actions, and 
through his faithfulness in small, everyday matters, Joseph 

becomes the foster father of Jesus. 
 

Perhaps we are parents who have adopted children, or we 
ourselves were adopted. We have also seen how, through a 
series of actions of love and sacrifice, someone can become 
the parent of a person who is not their “blood.” A lot of times 
these families celebrate the day of the adoption. I’ve heard it 

called a “gotcha day,” and it’s marked joyously, like a  
birthday. 

 
Most of us are not descended from the Israelites, God’s  

Chosen People. But through a series of extraordinary actions 
of love and sacrifice, God has made Himself our parent, too. 
And through our own actions, and through faithfulness in 

small and everyday matters, we are His children. 
 

But in this family, instead of blood ties, we have stewardship 
ties. It’s not about who we look like, it’s about how we treat 

one another. How we take care of one another. 
 

So this Christmas, let’s think about how we will celebrate our 
adoption. As much as it is Jesus’ birthday, it’s also our 
“gotcha day” — the day we received the gift of eternal  

family. 
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