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Church of the Sacred Heart

PARISH MISSION STATEMENT

Together we foster a welcoming spirit of unity while honoring our
diversity which leads to a graced harmony among us since Christ is the
center of all we are and do.

The Most Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph ~ December 26, 2021

Families can be very difficult things to negotiate. This is true not only of our families of origin, the current
family of which we are a part, the family of our Church, our society, and our global family as well. Everything
human can be found in family stories. Those stories speak of wonderful life-giving successes as well as painful
spirit-robbing abuses. Our greatest joys and our greatest wounds are usually connected with the experience of
family. Our needs, experiences, and unresolved baggage often color what we bring to our familiar relationships.
They contribute to our level of defensiveness, how guarded and protected we become, and what prejudices we
believe. In order to break the cycle of dysfunction we have to remember that it is not only by human effort that
we negotiate the difficult and challenging events of our lives. There is a Divine Effort at work as well. For sure,
the human effort can create quite a mess and easily destroy lives. This is true of any family with which we are
associated. Today’s Feast of the Holy Family serves to help us understand that there is a Divine Story being told
as well. It is a story of perseverance in the face of hardship, determination in the face of despair, healing when
we see nothing but wounds, and light where there is darkness. Do we believe that God is always working,
guiding, restoring, and leading? Unless we do, we will never be free from the imperfections and wounds that
bind us and never be able to understand what it really means to forgive. Pope Francis tells us that the “light
which comes from the Holy Family encourages us to offer human warmth to other families.” While this is most
certainly true, we can only really begin to do this when we realize that we are still works in progress, not
anchored to the wounds and sins of our past, and still a leading star in God’s continually unfolding story of
love. The Holy Family persevered and radiated warmth because they knew they were not alone. We can too.
©LPi
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Sacred Heart Church ~ Riverton, New Jersey

SACRED HEART CHURCH
PARISH INFORMATION

PARISH OFFICE

103 Fourth Street, Riverton, NJ 08077-1205
Monday through Friday
8:30 am — 12:00 noon & 1:00 pm — 4:00 pm
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION OFFICE
Family Center, 102 Fourth Street, Riverton, NJ 08077-1206
Tuesday through Friday
12:30 pm — 4:30 pm
CONFESSIONS
Saturdays
2:30 pm — 3:30 pm (in the Sacristy)

GENERAL INFORMATION

NEW PARISHIONERS

Are always welcome, please register at the parish office.
MOVING?

Please notify us if you are moving out of the parish or changing
your address or telephone number.

BAPTISMS

Please call the rectory as soon as possible to make arrangements.
Parish registration must be confirmed and eligibility certificates
for Catholic Godparents must be presented. Godparent and
sponsor certificates may be obtained by those who have received
all Sacraments in the Catholic Church. CALL LESLIE AT 829-
0090 x 10.

MARRIAGE

Arrangements should be made at the rectory at least ONE YEAR IN
ADVANCE. Please contact us to receive guidelines for the
celebration of marriage.

Monday, December 27, 2021
8:00 am Thomas Joseph Hannan
r/o Mom, Dad & Cathy
Tommasina & Luigi Tucci
r/o Their Daughter,
Nicolina
Tuesday, December 28, 2021
8:00 am Anna R. Klase
r/o Her Family
James Ferrara
r/o Judy
Anita Pointkouski
r/o Her Daughter, Donna
Wednesday, December 29, 2021
8:00 am Communion Service
Thursday, December 30, 2021
8:00 am Margaret Downey
r/o Her Daughter, Anne
Pat MacCord
r/o Tom & Mary Hannan
Jim Dennis
r/o His Wife, Pat & Family
Friday, December 31, 2021

PLEASE PRAY
FOR OUR DEARLY DEPARTED

E | AND THEIR FAMILIES |
Warren Ferry, Nicholas Condodina, Eleanor Tilmont, Veronica
Yansick, Joseph McDonough, James Sargent, III, Joan Harding,
Charles Rosica, Michaelene Sutton, Christine Kowalski, Raymond
Tubic, Jr., Michael Schneider, Pat MacCord, Dennis Mundy,
Jennie Giampaolo, Edward Diamond, Walter Biernacki, Bernice
Dunn, Hon. Terrence MecStravick, Henry Sincavage, Theresa

Cotter, Cecilia Angst, Jimmy Morrissey, Joanne Lavin, Mildred
Greisamer, Patricia McGinnis, Suzanne Allen, Leo Kilcourse,
Margaret Conlow, Alice Anderson, JoAnn Kline, John Baxter,
Rosalie Mascio, Charles O’Malley, Vincent Perkins, Chief Ed
DeLussey, Christian Gonzalez, Phyllis Jung, Daniel Campbell,
Florence Klein, Caroline Shontz, Helen McGee, Rita Leone,
Joseph Vanak, Helen Gilbert, Marie Bloomquist, Marie Rota,
Joanne Nesemeier, Pat Pellegrino, Rick Dudzic, Jeanne Max,
Liane Stafford, Debra Burns, France Carmondy, Mary Ann
Lattore, Jim Nachman, Sarah Jane Zimmermann, Patrick O’Neill,
Sr., June Gill, Sophie Maduzio, Vincent Trolla, John McInerney,
Jr., Maria Bozicek, Russell DiLeo, Rick Muraresku, Baby
Daniel Evans, Gerald Mulchay, Mary Vandy, Robert Happe,
Ralph Pepe, Carol Hosey, Mary Gillette, Michael Vagnoni, Eric
Johnstone, Margaret Hefler, Ruth Yearly, Joan Lynch and Jean
Duschek

8:00 am Barbara Kedra
r/o Her Family
6:00 pm Fran Murphy

r/o Her Daughter, Jan
Griswold & Family
Saturday, January 1, 2022

8:00 am G. Paul Schwartz
r/o His Family
Matthew & Marie Basara
r/o Their Children
4:00 pm For the Living and Deceased

Members of Sacred Heart

Sunday, January 2, 2022
7:30 am For the Holy Souls in Purgatory
9:30 am Rita Roach

r/o Deacon Joe & Phyllis

Donadieu
Special Intentions for Father
John Czahur

r/o Dan & Karen Howard
Deceased Members of the James
Corbi Family

r/o Their Family

11:30 am
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ey PLEASE PRAY FOR

P OUR SICK AND HOMEBOUND
\./J.. 2, '.:“. o

°"~1:f't’f Linda Agosti, Patricia Baxter, Margaret

(Peg) Brooks, Doug Budroe, Bert Cahill, Jr,
Tom Cairns III, Angela Cheesman, Dorothy Clinton, Diana
Comerford, Sharon Connor, Esther DilLeonardo, Tanya
DiMaio, Rosemary DiTaranto, Deacon Joe Donadieu, Ruth
Donadieu, Diane Donnelly, Fr. George Dudak, Kathy Ellis,
Elizabeth Falkiewicz, Marianne Ford, Stephanie Forker,
Nicole Funkhouser, Marianne Gasper, Joe Gross, Marlie &
Megan Guicheteau, Jamie Hall, Maddie Harris, Eric &
Sasha Hayes, Mary Hayes, Gerald Higgins, Glenn D.
Jackson, Vernon Jenkins, Madison Jones, John Jordan,
Connie Kelly, Marie Kenkelen, Marybeth Kennedy, Ellena
Klein, Regina Kurtz, Matthew Laverty, Willow Laverty, Joe
Leahy, David MacWilliams, Molly Maerten, Travis Martin,
Bill Max, William McGonigal, Ashley McKeon, Mary Meeks,
Amanda Milewski, Melissa Milewski, Mary Moynahan,
Shawn Mulvihill, Rick Muraresku, Marty O’Halloran, Millie
Opperman, Judy Palait, Mary Theresa Pepper, Joseph &
Mary Ellen Raday, Chris Reteneller, Kate Salamon, Marty
Schlindwein, Michael Stanley Schneider, Linda Sekula,
Charles & Susan Sharpe, Bill & Theresa Sherwin, Ed
Siemietkoski, Gwen Smith, Rob M. Smith, Joanne Soden,
Carol Spence, Nicole Stavely, Millie Flannery Strohm, Tim
Svitak, Eileen Thress, Amy Tuccillo, Paul Ugolick, Gigi
Urbano, Donna Van Hoy, Bob Venango, Jennifer Wark,
Dennis Willoughby and Jamie Willoughby

If you or a family member would like prayers during Mass
from our parishioners please call the parish office.

WEEKEND MUSIC — DECEMBER 26TH

=

91 Hark! The Herald Angels Sing
83 Infant Holy, Infant Lowly

94 What Child Is This?

81 Good Christian Friends, Rejoice

January 1st — The
Solemnity of the Blessed
Virgin Mary, the Mother
Of God is not a Holy Day
of Obligation. Mass for the
will  be
celebrated on Friday,
December 31st at 6:00 pm
and Saturday January 1lst
at 8:00 am. Saturday evening’s Mass will be

Solemnity

for the Epiphany of the Lord and Mass is at
4pm (normal time) and Sunday’s Masses at
normal time.

Care of the sick:
member is sick or homebound
like to
| Communion please contact Dawn
Vermes at 856-979-5107.

If a family

and would receive

HAVE A HArPY HEALTHY NEW YEAR

Father Chuck, Father Tito, the
Deacons and the entire Sacred Heart
Staff wish you and yours a Healthy
and Happy New Year.

RENEWED

STARTING THE NEW YEAR RIGHT

N -

The Rectory Offices will be closed on

Monday, December 27th
Friday, December 31st
Monday, January 3rd

HAPPY
NEW YEAR!
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Father Chuck’s Homily:

Many years ago I said to my younger brother; “We weren’t taught that” about some issue or other
and his reaction was: “I don’t remember ever remember them telling us about it.” And he was
right — they never sat us down and told us X Y Z — but we were still taught.

You see the adults we become are the result not just of the things we are actually taught, but the
things we see and hear our parents say and do. You know — the neighbor our parents never spoke
a bad word about, but the way they were distant and polite with them, but warm and friendly with
others. My parents never taught me that we didn’t like a certain politician of the 60s and 70s,
who some thought was a crook, but the fact that my father started cursing whenever he was on
TV and my mother ran to change the channel was a clue. The way our parents handled
themselves modeled for us the way an adult in our family behaved. And not just our parents, but
also our adult relatives, neighbors, friends, even strangers. We see the models and eventually
come up with our own, but still the majority of our behavior was that modeled by our parents.
Have you ever heard it said, “You’re just like your father or mother?” I was walking ahead of my
nephew once as he was talking to me and if I didn’t know better, I would have sworn it was one of
my brothers speaking. The family mannerisms and attitudes (Trust me I come from a German
family I know about attitude) are handed down, almost like the family silver. I bring that up
because today we celebrate the Feast of the Holy Family and we read of the only episode of Jesus’
early life after his birth and before his baptism that has come down to us: his finding in the
Temple. We call that period of time the “Hidden life of Jesus”. But is it really that hidden? Like
detectives we can piece together a general idea of his life as a child and young adult. So: we know
he was the son of God and son of Mary, which means he was like us in all things except sin. So
we can say that Jesus was a well-behaved boy and young man. He was Jewish, so he would have
started Hebrew School at a young age and made his Bar mitzvah at roughly 12 — about the time
they went to Jerusalem. At that point he would have been considered a man and adopted some of
the responsibilities of an adult male — specifically the responsibility to take part in the prayers
required of adult male Jews. We know he would have been training in Joseph’s craft — every son
followed the father. We know that Mary and Joseph were pious observant Jews — they went to
Jerusalem on pilgrimage on a regular basis. And we know that Jesus as an adult had a great
respect for Jewish law and prayer. Jesus as an adult had great concern for the poor and
disadvantaged, and reached out to them whenever he could. It’s easy to imagine Mary being
gracious and offering hospitality to strangers and those in need, as any good Jew would have
done. We assume that Joseph died at an early age and perhaps — this is just a guess — Jesus saw
the family and neighbors giving her a hand - assisting the widow and the orphan, a common
theme among the prophets in the O.T. So even though we don’t know specifics about his early
life, we can piece together a picture of what his upbringing was like and the kinds of things he did.
And the most important clue is the kind of adult he was. Consciously or not, he would have
repeated the kind of behavior he saw as a child and as a young man, modified by some of the
other examples he saw, and of course his own nature. So the question we ask on this Holy Family
Feast is this: what kind of behavior are we modeling for OUR children? Would we be happy to see
them repeating our behavior? Are we modeling, not just the kind of parents we want them to be,
but also the kind of adult? And not just our children — what kind of example are we setting for all
those other children who see us and hear us and meet us? Mary and Joseph had it easy — their
child was Son of God and God. Mary was born without the stain of original sin and Joseph was
singularly graced to play his part. Our job is harder. But we can still show the next generations
the way to be by showing them the best of examples — by word, what we teach, and deed — what
we teach. The world will never be a better place if it doesn’t start somewhere. Let the time be now
and the place be that piece of the world you inhabit and those you encounter in it. With Mary and
Joseph to intercede for us with Jesus we CAN begin to make a difference. Maybe not as big a
difference as Jesus made, but certainly as big a difference as we can!
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Happy Holy Family!

It only seems like yesterday we were celebrating Christmas and here we are at the Holy
Family -- oh wait, it was yesterday. I will bet you that the attendance today will be a fraction
of what we had yesterday. Any takers? This year is very confusing. [ hope you had a
pleasant day yesterday and were pleased with what Santa brought.

I received a number of comments (complaints) that some of the light bulbs in the
Church were burned out. I hope you noticed that the bulbs have been replaced. It's a very
complicated process. The fixtures can not be pulled down so we have to build a contraption
to hold the ladder that John has to climb to change the bulbs (thank you to Bob & Dan who
helped John). For some odd reason, though, the color of the light is not consistent even
though the bulbs are all the same. That we can't do anything about.

I hope to meet with an engineer in the early part of the New Year to tell us exactly what
needs to be done with the bell tower, so that we can put together a proposal and put the
project out to bid. This will be paid for out of the rebate we received from the Faith to Move
Mountains campaign that you participated in and not from regular parish funds. That is the
second major project scheduled for this coming year (the first being the Old School Roof).
I'm sure it will not be the last.

With the downsizing of the Facilities department, I'm looking for a few good people to
help us (including me) this winter with shoveling the Church entrances and sidewalks. John
will plow the lots with the parish truck. I hope to hire a part-time person to take over
janitorial work and to help with these kinds of duties. I haven't decided what to do about the
lawn care company, I may need lawn mowers in the Spring.

[ expect 2022 to be a very busty year. It's time we took the 'hold' off some of our

projects and to get things moving. None of that could not be done without you prayers,
participation and practical help. Thank you.

As always, I pray you have a safe and happy week, Father Chuck

Liturgical Ministers Schedule
January lst - January 2nd ~ Epiphany of the Lord
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Our Father’s Business

Feast of the Holy Family

We sometimes have a fairy tale idea of the Holy
Family. Although Mary was pure, Joseph heard from
the Lord in dreams, and Jesus was without sin, they
still lived in a world much detached from
perfection. Mary and Joseph did not escape the
anxieties of raising the Christ child in a world where
sin and perversion from the truth were evident.

I have contemplated Mary and Joseph being
perturbed and yet without sin. They ask, “Why did
you do this to us?” It doesn’t sound like a warm and
fuzzy moment, does it? Instead you can hear the
fear and anxiety of distressed parents. If you ever
lost a child even for a brief moment you understand
the fret that may have consumed Mary and Joseph at
the time.

But what comes next is worth pondering for
ourselves. Jesus response is loving, kind, teaching
with wisdom. He is reassuring to Mary and Joseph
and most significantly, to us. If for one second they
forgot that the child they were guiding is the Light
and Savior of the world, the one who came to
enlighten us all, He was reminding them. The only
important thing was that He be about His father’s
business. All else could fall by the wayside for Him to
continue the mission at hand.

We too forget that God is in control and that the most
important busyness to consider, for us too, is to be
about our Heavenly Fathers business. And what is
the Father’s business? Redemption and
Reconciliation of the whole world.

Jesus, in his humanity, at the age of twelve, was
coming into his identity. It is in the family that we
learn who we are and whose we are. It is our parent’s
that give us the good or not so good understanding of
ourselves. It is our parent’s love, however imperfect,
that teaches us the Love of the Father. It is through
failure coupled with forgiveness that we learn this
business of Redemption.

We have been redeemed therefore, let us all be about
our Father’s business, bringing the Love of God,
Forgiveness, Reconciliation, and His message of

Redemption to all those God places in our path.

cstran Qdtinsman

The wunion of man and woman that
establishes family life is a sacred reality at
the very foundation of the social order.
Bonded in love and in obedience to the Lord of
life, the family reflects the holiness of the Holy
Family, centered on Jesus. By the grace of
union with Jesus, Mary and Joseph, family
life - with its challenges and its joys -
becomes a path to holiness. “The Christian
family is a communion of persons, a sign and
image of the communion of the Father, the
Son, and the Holy Spirit. In the procreation
and education of children it reflects the
Father’s work of creation. It is called to
partake of the prayer and sacrifice of Christ.
Daily prayer and the reading of the Word of
God strengthen it in charity.” (CCC 2205)
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TO THE PARENTS
OF OUR YOUNG
CHILDREN, MAY
WE SUGGEST...

o Relax! God put the wiggle in children.
Don’t feel you have to suppress it in God’s
house. All are welcome!

« Feel free to sit toward the front where it is
easier for your little ones to see and hear.

e Quietly explain the parts of the Mass and
actions of the priest, altar servers, choir,
etc.

e Sing the hymns, pray and voice the
responses. Children learn liturgical
behavior by copying you.

o If you have to leave Mass with your child,
feel free to do so but please come back. As
Jesus said, “Let the children come to me.”

« Remember that the way we welcome
children in church directly affects the way
they respond to the Church, to God, and to
one another. Let them know that they are
at home in this house of worship.

TO THE MEMBERS OF OUR PARISH

o The presence of children is a gift to the
Church! They are members of our
community, and a reminder that our
parish is growing. Please welcome our
children and give a smile of
encouragement to the parents.

Jincgsan Youth Conference

FULFILLED

Jan 29,2022 10am

{. Moysius church
:35 gennetts Mill Rd.
sackson, No 08527

8TH-12TH GRApE TEENS INVITED)

25 ADVANCE Reg
(BY JaN a;STHATmNS

835 WALK-IN REGISTRATIONS

REGISTER WITH YOUR PARISH!
WWW.DOTYOUTH.ORG/DYC

A PRAYER FOR OUR MILITARY

Lord, hold our troops in your

THANK YOU" ioving hands. Protect them as
FDR:_?DU_ﬂlthey protect us. Bless them
' and their families for the
selfless acts they perform for

us in our time of need. I ask this in the name of
Jesus, our Lord and Savior...

Amen.
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Catholic Daughters are on the road again. A trip

planned is to see David at
Sight and Sound Theater
in Lancaster, PA on

Wednesday, April 20,
2022, for more
information and

reservations regarding the trip please call Marie
Russo at 856-829-1999. Cost is $135. Deposit is
requested by Monday, January 17, 2022.

A o o S L o e o S

A trip to Doolans in Spring Lake, NJ is scheduled for
St. Patrick's Day, Thursday, March 17, 2022. Trip
includes one hour open bar plus extra wine hour,
complete luncheon, choice of one of three entrees,
dessert, coffee/tea plus a show and transportation,
snacks and gratuities including driver tip. The is
$105 pp. Deposit upon registration is due by
January 7th and the balance due by February 1st.
Call Marie at 856-829-1999.

Coat Drive

LOAT
T

Fm.irrrm'-tabutew; el um b e
chifgren say marm this ssazon!
ke of ot = Hean & Buls Qina
'HEART TO HEART' MINISTRY
Make a Difference ‘Wrap a child in a coat’

This Christmas With the cold weather coming
our collection of new coats for the children of
Camden (children and teen coats needed) is
under way.

We will be accepting coats at the St. Elizabeth
Anne Seton side altar.

Thank you for your continued generosity.

Catholic Daughters will be collecting baby
items again for 1st Way of Burlington co.
Let's help these moms who chose life!

Items needed are baby clothing, baby
blankets, diapers, formula, baby cereal,
baby towels, shampoo, etc. They only
accept donations for the babies. The only
adult clothing they will accept is maternity
clothing. Please place donations in the side
altar closest to the ramp. We thank you in
advance for your generosity!

Therefore, if anyone is in
Christ, he is a new

creation. | he old has
FFEFEEC]. E\UEI}'; }}Ehﬂldj t;'lE
new has come.
517 ESV)  °

—32 Cor

Bishop O’Connell prayer, financial

support for tornado victims, survivors

encourages

On Dec. 14, Bishop David M. O’Connell, C.M.,
conveyed an appeal from leaders in the United States
Conference of Catholic Bishops as relief work begins
in Kentucky and other states that suffered an
toll the recent outbreak of

incalculable from

tornadoes.

The Bishop shared, “Catholics are encouraged to
donate to recovery efforts and financial help for
tornado victims by supporting the work of
Catholic Charities USA the
website: www.catholiccharities.us

via

In a message posted Dec. 11, Bishop O’Connell called
upon the faithful of the Diocese of Trenton to join in
prayer for all those impacted by the devastating
tornadoes that were reported in nearly a dozen
Midwestern and Southern states. He stated: “We pray
for the souls of those who have died; for the comfort
of their grieving loved ones; for the healing of the
injured, and for the strength and perseverance of all
those who lost their homes and livelihoods.”

The Bishop’s message concluded, “May all those
traumatized by this vast devastation find hope in
God’s abiding love and be assured that they will not
be forgotten.”
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ot
o CHRISTMAS SEASON
:':-'J-F o AT SACRED HEART -'-.l P,
o Masses J "

Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of God

No Holy Hour W T L'

New Years Eve o -‘\_\'.'\

6:00pm ~ Mass in Church

Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of God

8:00am ~ Mass in Church

Saturday Evening 1/1/22
Epiphany of the Lord

Confessions at normal time
2:30 to 3:30pm

Mass

4:00pm ~ Mass

Sunday Masses ~ 1/2/22

Epiphany of the Lord

7:30am
9:30am
ISESOlam!

All in the Family

At first glance, we can often find the image of the Blessed Mother, St. Joseph and the Christ Child intimidating — who are
we to aspire to that level of discipleship? How could we ever hope to conform ourselves to that mold? Sometimes, it can
even be painful — perhaps we hail from a broken family or struggle with a broken relationship within our family, or
perhaps we long to be a mother or a father ourselves and that state in life has eluded us. But the image of the Holy Family
is, in reality, a beautiful invitation to us all, no matter our vocation or our state in life, and the example of Mary, Joseph and
Jesus is rich with the symbolism of stewardship. You need not be a biological mother who has carried a child in her womb
to be a mother in spirit. Who in your world needs you to love them with the heart of a mother? The same goes for
fatherhood. The Church and the world are crying out for the courageous witness of Christian men like St. Joseph. Who can
you love with the steadfast, selfless protection of a father? Who in your life needs you to love them with the faithful,
unconditional love of a son? Who needs your gentle and constant love as a daughter? We are the Body of Christ, friends.
Those of us rejoicing in heaven, those of us suffering in purgatory, and those of us struggling here on earth. We are the
great family. Let us love each other well. — Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS ©LPi
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RESPECT LIFE

The Cathedral of Saint Mary of The
Assumption hosts:
Mass January 14, 2022

Xl
Day of Prayer
for the legal protection of the Unborn Children

9:30 a.m. | Celebrant: Msgr. Joseph Roldan

Mass will finish in time to walk over to the Rally for Life which will
be held at the State House Annex at 11:00 am

For any and all questions please call St. Mary’s (609) 396-8447
151 N Warren St, Trenton, NJ 08608
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