
PARISH OFFICE 
860-354-2202 

Web Site:  www.sfxnewmilford.org  
Email: sfxparish@sfxnewmilford.org 

Office Hours: 9 A.M. - 5 P.M.  
  Mon. - Thurs.  (Closed on Friday) 

 
PASTORAL TEAM 

 
Deacon Alfred “Al” Gambone 

Deacon.al.sfx@gmail.com 
860-946-9776 

 
 
 

SUPPORT STAFF 
Chris Grenier,  

Administrative Assistant 
Parish Office & Faith Formation 
CGrenier@sfxnewmilford.org 

860-354-2202 
 

Jocelyne Verrastro 
St. Francis Cemetery/Finance Office 

JVerrastro@sfxnewmilford.org 
860-350-6753 

 
 

FAITH FORMATION   
Karen O’Donnell, Director  

ololreled@gmail.com 
860-354-5372 

 
 

HOLY INFANT NURSERY 
Lauren Murphy, Director 

HolyInfant@sfxnewmilford.org 
860-354-7284 

 
 

Mailing Address & Office Location 
 1 Elm Street 

New Milford, CT 06776 
 

Fax #   860-355-9485 

MASS SCHEDULE 
Saturday Vigil at  5:00 p.m.  -  SFX  

Sunday at 8:30 a.m.  -  OLOL 
Sunday at 10:00 a.m.  -  SFX 

Sunday at 11:30 a.m.  -  SFX - Spanish 
Monday, Wednesday & Friday at 8:30 am - SFX 

Tuesday &  Thursday at 8:30 am - OLOL 
 

CONFESSIONS 
Saturdays  at 4:00 pm  -  SFX  

Weekdays before or after 8:30 am Mass - SFX or OLOL 
Anytime by appointment at SFX rectory (call the office for phone #)  

SACRAMENTS:  BAPTISMS 
Call Parish Office - 860-354-2202. 

MARRIAGES 
Contact the priest six months in advance by calling the office. 

 
WELCOME 

We’re glad you’re here. If you want to join the parish, call the parish office. 

St .  Francis  Xavier  Par ish  
December  1 ,  2024 
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SATURDAY VIGIL  -  NOVEMBER 30 
SFX:  5:00 PM  +  David DeFriesse                     
            Requested by the Maguire family     
                               
SUNDAY  -  DECEMBER 1     
OLOL:  8:30 AM   Leyda Carratto 
    (Happy Heavenly Birthday)            
               Requested by her daughter & grandkids              
              
SFX:  10:00 AM  +  Joaquim Fernandes   
           Requested by his daughter Luisa Amaral &  
           family    
 
SFX:     11:30 AM +  Para los vivos y difuntos    
Spanish          miembros de la parroquia de San  
             Francisco Javier    
 
MONDAY - DECEMBER 2    
SFX:    8:30  AM  +  C. James Kaiser           
             Requested by Jim & Joan Kick    
  
TUESDAY  -  DECEMBER 3   
OLOL:  8:30 AM  +  Joseph Pagano        
               Requested by Kathleen & Nicole     
    
WEDNESDAY  -  DECEMBER 4     
SFX:      8:30 AM  +  Anthony DeNoris         
               Requested by his daughter   
   
THURSDAY  -  DECEMBER 5     
OLOL:  8:30 AM  +  Marila Ballona 
               Requested by her nieces         
                    
FRIDAY  -  DECEMBER 6       
SFX: 8:30 AM  +  Joseph Petrini (3rd anniversary)                             
         Requested by his sister, Marie Douglas & family           
                     
SATURDAY VIGIL  -  DECEMBER 7      
SFX:  5:00 PM  +  Emilio Olabarrietta & deceased  
           members of the Field family                                                    
            Requested by Annette Field        
                       
SUNDAY  -  DECEMBER 8           
OLOL:  8:30 AM  +  Alvine Soucy                                 
    Requested by Mrs. Martine Hogan & family                  
                                                           
SFX:  10:00 AM  +  Michael Connelly  
           Requested by Debbie Poletto       
               
SFX:     11:30 AM +  Para los vivos y difuntos  
Spanish miembros de la parroquia de San 
             Francisco Javier   

THE SUGGESTED  
DONATION FOR ALL MASS CARDS IS:     
$15. WEEKDAY AND $20. WEEKEND 

For Both Churches! 
The Sanctuary Candle and  

Memorial Window cards are $15.  

St. Francis Xavier Parish Churches pray for the 
repose of the soul and sends a  

final farewell to our dearly departed: 
 

Marcel Boisvert 

The Sanctuary Candle  
at  

St. Francis Xavier Church  
Burns in Memory of:  

 
Daille Allard Varsanik 

(3rd Anniversary) 
 

Requested by: 
Chris Grenier & family     

The Memorial Window at 
St. Francis Xavier Church   

Is Lit in Memory of:   
 

John & Sally Kuck 
& 

Susanne Smith Mitchell 
(1st Anniversary) 

 
Requested by: 

Richard & Ann Smith      

The Mass for the Immaculate Conception will be  
celebrated on Monday, December 9th at the 8:30 am 

Mass only at St. Francis Xavier Church  
(it is not a Holy Day of Obligation this year).   

CONGRATULATIONS AND BLESSINGS TO OUR 
LADY OF THE LAKES CHURCH ON  

DECEMBER 8TH THIS THEIR 34TH YEAR!! 
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BEQUESTS:  
We appreciate the thoughtfulness of parishioners who have 

made a bequest to  
St. Francis Xavier Parish.  

These charitable gifts build our parish endowment to help 
pass on our Catholic faith to future generations.  

OUR COLLECTION TOTAL  
FOR THE WEEK ENDING: 

 
11/17/2024 

$ 5,380.00  SFX and 
OLOL Churches   

 
 Catholic Campaign for Human 

Development:   
$ 1,215.00 

 
Collection totals for Sun., 11/24 will be next weeks 

bulletin, due to early deadline. 

Dear Parishioners:  FYI, in order for your checks or cash to 
be recorded for tax purposes, it must be in an envelope 
with your name and address OR Church ID number on it.  
If you have any questions or if you would like to be put on 
the envelope list please call the office.   

The mailing address for the Parish is:   
1 Elm St.  New Milford, CT  06776  

we also ask that you  make checks payable to: 
St. Francis Xavier Parish.    

Our next second collection  is Dec. 7 & 8 and will benefit 
the Immaculate Conception.  . 

 
We thank you in advance for your continued generosity 

towards our Parish and other endeavors.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We will be accepting donations of bottles and cans.  
We now have an account at the Three Veterans Bottle 
and Can Redemption Center.  100 percent of all 
donations stays with the Church.  You may drop off 
your items at the Parish Center or OUTSIDE THE 
CHURCH HALL BACK DOOR or you can drop by 
the Church office for a sticker and bring them to the 
center yourself.  Any questions call Chris in the office 
at 860-354-2202.  Thanks for considering us.    

JO DECOSA IS MOVING AWAY!! 
Josephine is moving to live with her daughter in 
Texas.  We will have a going away party for her on 
Sunday, December 8th from 2:00—4:00 pm in the St. 
Francis Xavier Church hall.  ALL are welcome to stop 
by, enjoy some food and drink and say goodbye.   

Iglesia Catolica San Francisco Javier 
 
26 Chestnut Land Road 
New Milford, CT  06776 

 
 
 
 
Santo Rosario Y Mananitas 
en honor a la 
Virgen de Guadalupe 
con el mariachi 
Voces de Mexico 
Miercoles, 11 diciembre, 7pm 
 
 
 
 
 
Celebracion del Divino Nino 
Misa y Bendicion 
Sabado, 14 diciembre, 6:30 pm 
 
ATENCION:  La Misa en  
Espanol del fin de semana 14-
15 diciembre se celebrara el 
sabado, 14 a las 6:30 pm.  NO 
HAY MISA DE 11:30 am EL 
DOMINGO, 15.  GRACIAS. 

THANK YOU!! 
 

The Our Lady of the Lakes Respect Life Committee 
would like to extend their gratitude and thanks for the 
diapers, wipes, outfits, hats, bibs, towels, washcloths, 
socks, blanket, pacifiers and hat & slipper set that 
were donated and given to Hopeline in Danbury.  
Again thank you and God bless!! 
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Mother Mary’s Cupboard    
The next Love In Action Sunday is Sunday, Dec. 15th.  
Donations collected at Our Lady of the Lakes Church 
will be donated to New Milford Food Bank.  Please 
drop off your donations in the Atrium at OLOL (if you 
have any questions ask Sal Guagenti).   

 
P.S.  We are also in need of reusable bags! 

 
 
 
 
 
The Knights of Columbus Council #40 is continuing the 
Food Drive.  All donations collected at St. Francis Xavier 
Church will be donated to Loaves & Fishes.  Please drop 
off your donations in the Church hall at SFX (ask Bob 
Greco if you have any questions.  Donation of reusable 
bags accepted too! 

The Archdiocese of Hartford is having the Wedding 
Anniversary Mass on February 15th, 2025 at 4:00 pm. 
(PLEASE NOTE THE TIME CHANGE).  The change 
has been made to ensure that this Mass meets our Sunday 
obligation. 
At the Cathedral of Saint Joseph, 140 Farmington Ave., 
Hartford.  Celebrant will be The Most Rev. Christopher 
Coyne.   
All couples celebrating their first year of marriage or 
celebrating a milestone year (5, 10, 15, 20, 25, 30, 35, 40, 
45, 50, 50, 55 or in increments from 5 to 60 years) are 
invited to have their marriage blessed by the Archbishop.  
Family and friends are also invited to this joyful 
celebration. 
Registration information and resources to invite are 
available at the Center’s website:  
www.catholicedaohct.org/Anniversary-Mass.   
Questions contact:  Valerie St. Jean, the Coordinator of 
Adult & Family Life Ministries at:  
Valerie.StJean@aohct.org or 860-242-5573 x 2678 

If you ever thought about being an Extraordinary Minister 
of Holy Communion, please contact Deacon Al Gambone.  
We are in need of EM’s for all Masses.  We also need 
EM’s to visit parishioners in their homes and our town’s 
facilities.  It is a worthy ministry to bring our Lord to those 
in need.  Please pray on it and ask our Lord if you are 
called to this beautiful ministry.  And if you wish to join 
and only participate at the Church masses, you would be 
asked to arrive 15 minutes prior to Mass time and check in 
at the sacristy to let the had usher know your are there and 
able to serve.  Reminder this applies to those who are 
current Eucharistic Ministers too.  Please consider giving 
your time and talent.  
Deacon Al’s email is:  Deacon.al.sfx@gmail.com or call 
the office and leave a message for him. 
Thank you for considering this blessed ministry.  
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Karen O’Donnell - Director 
860-354-5372    or    ololreled@gmail.com   

Please make sure to add Karen’s email 
address, so that you receive your emails.    

All communications are sent via email and 
posted in the bulletin too!! 

 
 
 
 

RELIGION CLASSES (CCD) ARE: 
 

BREAKING NEWS:  THE SUNDAY, DEC., 1ST 
8:30—9:45 AM  AND  11:15AM—12:30PM  
CLASSES ARE CANCELLED DUE TO  
THANKSGIVING WEEKEND.  Please do the 
chapter work on your grade level calendar. 

 
ATTENTION CLASSES WILL BE HELD ON  
MONDAY  6—7:15 PM  DECEMBER 2ND!!   

    
IF YOUR CHILDREN ARE IN GRADES 1ST THRU 
5TH THEY SHOULD BRING THEIR BOOKS AND 

BIBLE WITH THEM TO EACH CLASS. 
 

IF YOUR CHILDREN ARE IN GRADE 6TH THRU 
8TH THEY SHOULD BRING THEIR BOOKS 

WITH THEM TO EACH CLASS. 
 

SHOULD YOUR CHILD/CHILDREN BE ABSENT 
PLEASE CALL THE OFFICE AND LET US 

KNOW.  860-354-5372.  THEY MUST DO THE 
WORK ON THEIR GRADE LEVEL CALENDAR 

GIVEN TO THEM AT THEIR FIRST CLASS.   
 

GOD BLESS!! 
 

NEXT CLASSES WILL BE HELD: 
 

SUNDAY  8:30—9:45 AM  DECEMBER 15TH  
SUNDAY 11:15AM—12-30:PM  DECEMBER 15TH  

 
MONDAY  6—7:15 PM  DECEMER 16TH  

THE ARCHDIOCESE OF HARTFORD HAS 
ANNOUNCED A NEW PROGRAM FOR ALL 
THE CHILDREN CALLED “EMPOWERING 
GOD’S CHILDREN”.   
 
IT WILL BE PRESENTED AS PART OF 
THEIR REGULAR CURRICULUM DURING 
THEIR CLASSES BEGINNING IN OCTOBER 
THROUGH MARCH. 
 
ANY QUESTIONS, PLEASE CONTACT 
KAREN, OUR FAITH FORMATION 
DIRECTOR. 

As winter slowly approaches, the 
following policy is in place for the 2024-
2025 season in regards to delays and 
cancellations of parish activities. 
Weekday daily Mass, Faith Formation 
classes and events, meetings, gathering, 
etc. WILL BE CANCELLED IF NEW 
MILFORD PUBLIC SCHOOLS ARE 
CANCELLED. 
 
Sunday Mass will be celebrated unless 
the Governor declares a State of 
Emergency. 
 
School delays will NOT affect our 
schedule, but always call first if you are 
note sure and of course use your 
discretion on the road conditions. 
 
We will post notifications on the local 
channel 3 TV station, our APP and 
facebook page too! 



The St. Francis Xavier Parish webpage is up, please go 
to http://sfxnewmilford.org/ OR download the App  
so that you can receive all notices, including the 
bulletin and bad weather announcements too.   
Thank you! 
 
Text App to 88202 to download our parish app: 
1) Download myParish App 
2) Select our Parish after opening 
3)  
The parish also has a Facebook page. 
 
The Archdiocese of Hartford has a Facebook page, 
website, Instagram and YouTube too!!!  
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We at St. Francis Xavier Church are once again 
asking everyone to make a financial contribution to 
our Martha & Mary Community Care program, so that 
we can assist each of the NINE community agencies 
in giving out gifts and gift cards for Christmas. 
If you would like to make a donation to help us offset 
the cost, we will accept any all amounts offered.  
Every dollar counts.   
Please mail to:  St. Francis Xavier Parish  1 Elm St.  
New Milford, CT  06776  Attn.  Chris or put in the 
collection baskets to my attention or come and see me 
in the office Monday through Thursday 9:00 am—
5:00 pm. 
Any questions call me at 860-354-2202. 
Thank you in advance for your continued generosity 
in helping us to help others.  God bless!!   

We will also be having a giving tree at Our Lady of 
the Lakes Church that will support the Danbury Youth 
Services (which serves ALL the surrounding towns).  
We have the ornaments available now.  The gifts will 
need to be wrapped and returned to Our Lady of the 
Lakes by NEXT Sunday, December 8th with the tag 
attached. 
Call Karen at 860-354-5372 with any questions. 
Your support touches so many lives.  We can all use 
“A Little Christmas”. 

Advent Bible Study:  
Prepare the Way of the Lord.  

 
Using a Little Rock Scripture Study program, we 
will spend Advent with John the Baptist. No prior 
Bible study experience necessary, and there is no 
charge. A free will offering for materials will be 
appreciated. Wednesdays: December 4, 11, and 18 
from 9:30- 11:00 A.M. in St. Francis Xavier 
Church Hall. Jacqui Farrell will present. Sign up 
sheets are in the backs of the churches or contact 
Chris at the parish office: 860-354-2202.  

OUR LAKE OF THE LAKES CHURCH 
ANNUAL CHRISTMAS PAGEANT 

AND 
INSTRUMENTAL ENSEMBLE 

 
Sunday, December 8th at 1:00 pm, 
(ensemble to please arrive by 12:00 noon 
and cast to arrive at 12:30 pm dressed in 
costume). 
 
Practice date for the Instrumental 
Ensemble are:  Wednesday, December, 4th 
from 6:30—7:45 pm. 
For the Christmas Eve Mass at 4:00 you 
must arrive by 3:00 pm. 
Any questions please call Susie Carlone  at 
860-355-8051.   
 
Dress rehearsal is Thursday, December, 5th 
from 6:00—7:00 pm.  Any questions please 
call Karen at 860-354-5372.  



The Celebration of the Eucharist: 
The daily Mass is broadcast live Monday 

through Friday and on tape delay on  
Saturday & Sunday at 10:00 am on  

WCCT-TV &  WCTX-TV (My TV9). 
It can also be viewed Saturday & Sunday at 

5:00 am on  WCCT-TV.   
The Mass from ORTV can also be found  

streaming live at these times on  
http://www.ortv.org/streaming/streaming.htm.  

THIS WEEK’ READINGS:  
 
Sunday: Jer 33:14-16/Ps 25:4-5, 8-9, 10, 
14 (1b)/1 Thes 3:12—4:2/Lk 21:25-28, 
34-36  
Monday: Is 2:1-5/Ps 122:1-2, 3-4b, 4cd-
5, 6-7, 8-9/Mt 8:5-11  
Tuesday: Is 11:1-10/Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 12-
13, 17/Lk 10:21-24  
Wednesday: Is 25:6-10a/Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-
4, 5, 6/Mt 15:29-37  
Thursday: Is 26:1-6/Ps 118:1 and 8-9, 19
-21, 25-27a/Mt 7:21, 24-27  
Friday: Is 29:17-24/Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14/Mt 
9:27-31  
Saturday: Is 30:19-21, 23-26/Ps 147:1-2, 
3-4, 5-6/Mt 9:35—10:1, 5a, 6-8  
Next Sunday: Bar 5:1-9/Ps 126:1-2, 2-3, 
4-5, 6 (3)/Phil 1:4-6, 8-11/Lk 3:1-6 

Advertisements 
DO NOT TOUCH 

OBSERVANCES FOR THE WEEK: 
 
Sunday: 1st Sunday of Advent 
Tuesday: St. Francis Xavier, Priest 
Wednesday: St. John Damascene, Priest and 
Doctor of the Church 
Friday: St. Nicholas, Bishop 
Saturday: St. Ambrose, Bishop and Doctor of 
the Church 
Next Sunday: 2nd Sunday of Advent 
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PATRICK FARRELL
Construction, LLC

Kitchen & Bathroom 
Remodeling

203-512-0764

Office: 860-350-4409	 Cell: 203-788-7991

Paul James Garlasco
Attorney

www.ctpersonalinjurylawyer.net
Personal Injury, Motor Vehicle Accidents, Slip & Fall, Dog Bites, 

Workers’ Compensation, Estate Planning, Criminal, and Product Liability
83 Park Lane Road, New Milford, CT 06776 • Email: attygarla@aol.com

•	Paid Training classes 
•	�Benefits including paid time 

off and life insurance
•	Part-time schedule
•	�Save on daycare – Bring your 

kids to work
•	�Same holidays and vacations 

as your school aged children
•	And much more!

DRIVE THIS BUS!
Get started on your
driving career now

or call us: 860-350-2880
to get started now!

Visit us:
www.all-startransportation.com/careers

Serving New Milford 
Schools since 2004

www.facebook.com/AllStarBusCT

DR. DON’S 
AUTO REPAIR

Donald Schappach	 Richard Dugdale
Owner	 Volvo and Subaru Specialist	 Manager

All Makes and Models Welcome!
Call Us Today: (860) 354-8959

87 Danbury Rd, Unit 15 White Birch Plaza, New Milford
www.drdonsautorepair.com

$34.95 Oil Change with Conventional Oil

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS
Place Your Ad Here and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME Lisa Elliott

MMcAleer@4LPi.com • (800) 477-4574 x6284
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Office: 860.350.3801	 Cell: 203.241.9300

Christopher Aiello
OWNER

5 Bluestone Lane / New Milford, CT 06776
aielloroofingco@gmail.com / HIC 0641306

	 Peter 
	 Gillen
	 203-470-3452
peter.gillen@cbmoves.com 
petergillen.cbintouch.com

Selling, buying or renting
- call Pete!
Owned & operated by NRT

Evan R. Hack, M.D. • Frank Fanella Jr., M.D. 
Matthew G. Abel, M.D. • Kristi F. Beck, M.D.

Stephanie T. Tiso, M.D. 
Betsy Meyer, PA-C • Karla Rosati, PA-C

120 Park Ln., A-101 (860) 355-8190
www.candlewoodvalleypediatrics.com

Desktops, Laptops & Mac
Virus/Spyware Removal * Installation And Upgrades

Data Recovery-Remote Support
When it's urgent - Call Us!

(860) 957-7171
219 Kent Rd, New Milford

www.actioncomputerservices.com
Proudly supporting St Francis Xavier Church

Pumpings • Installations • Repairs
(860) 350-3297 • (203) 431-0444

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED

LILLIS
FUNERAL HOME

Since 1928
(860)354-4655

58 BRIDGE STREET
NEW MILFORD, CT 06776

19 Church St., New Milford
• Flowers for All Occasions
• Specializing in Weddings
www.ruthchaseflowers.com

	Serving the Greater New Milford area for over 30 years.
Oil & AC maintenance & repairs Local, Honest & 

Professional
860-355-5989	 860-799-5511
chiarellas.com	 Parishioner

The Professional Home Care Solution for your Health!

Geron Nursing & Geron Home Care
Specializing in the Care of the Older Person

42 Main Street, New Milford, CT • 860-354-7698
Fully bonded, registered and insured • geronhomecare.com

Full Nursing & Personalized Care Services With Respect, Dignity & Compassion
RN’s • LPNs • Personal Care Attendants

Screen Printing • Embroidery
Promotional Products

38 OLD STATE RD, NEW MILFORD, CT

860-350-6608
www.imagesultd.com

Paul Morton Jewelers
Family Owned Since 1951

Diamonds ~ Custom Settings
 Gemstones ~ Repairs

17 Bank Street, New Milford
860-354-4232

www.paulmortonjewelers.com
We Buy Gold

91 Kent Road • New Milford   860-355-4877   marandolafuel.com

COLOSSEO
BAR - RISTORANTE - PIZZA

Roberto Pizzo - 860-350-9596
www.colosseoristorante.com

36 Park Lane Road
New Milford

VISIT US ON 
FACEBOOK

md-medalert.com
800.808.9294CALL  

NOW!

IF YOU LIVE ALONE You Need

4 Ambulance 4 Police 4 Family  
		       4 GPS & Fall Alert

MDMedAlert!™

$1995
/mo.

As Low As

Frank Carangelo	 (860) 354-4461
Scott Davison	

Connecticut 
Auto Repair Service

OF NEW MILFORD INC.
Tire Distributors

ALL AUTOMOTIVE REPAIRS
Wheel Alignment, Balancing, & Brake Specialists
SELECT VINTAGE AND	 37 DANBURY RD.
MODERN USED CARS	 NEW MILFORD

Landscaping, Water Gardens, Walkways, Patios and More
We specialize in lawn and landscaping services for all budgets. 

Contact us today for a consultation.
Servicing New Milford and Surrounding Areas
845-590-3497 • www.wolgastlandscaping.com


