
 

 

 

The Parish Family of  

OUR LADY QUEEN OF PEACE 

and the UConn Catholic Community 
www.olqop.com 

The Catholic Center 
@ Storrs 

Standing Together, Including Everyone 

Saint Mary 

1600 Main Street 

Coventry, CT  06238-0250 

Saint Thomas Aquinas 

46 North Eagleville Road 

Storrs, CT  06268 

May 1, 2022 

SAINT THOMAS AQUINAS 

Saturday: *5:30pm     Sunday: *8:30am & 7pm (ends May 1) 

Weekday Masses: Monday through Friday 12:20pm 

* This Mass usually streamed live 

Reconciliation: Sunday 8:00am or by appointment 

SAINT MARY 

Saturday: 4:00pm     Sunday: 10:30am 

Weekdays Masses: Tuesday 6:00pm, Friday 9:00am 

Reconciliation: Saturday 3:00pm or by appointment 

860-742-0681 or 860-429-6436 

For Emergency Anointing: ext. 104 or 204 



 

 

Our Lady Queen of Peace Parish Offering 

 

For April 24, 2022 
 

 Weekly 6,728.00 

 Easter 1,615.00 

 Upkeep 1,048.00 

 Other 1,465.00 

 TOTAL 10,856.00 

 

Thank you for your generosity 

Sharon Albert  •  Mary Attardo  •  Suzy Bender  •  Nancy Caye 

Andrew Cullen  •  Norman & Elizabeth Cyr  •  Gary Demko 

Jerome Gaspar  •  Joan Gianelli  •  Alma Graham 

Trudy Johnson  •  Paul Jurgelonis  •  Tom Koepke 

Teresa Larsen  •  Debbie Lincavicks  •  Jeremy McKee 

Nancy Orth  •  John Oshman  •  Mary Ann Pawlina 

Anthime Pelletier  •  Marianne Petr-Wall  •  John Riedel Jr. 

Marilyn Turner  •  Lydia Whitcomb  •  Henrietta Wood 

Sherry Zeno  •  Victor Zetterstrom Jr. 
 

If you know someone who is sick and in need of prayer,  

please let us know 

Prayer Requests 

Who do you call when you need prayers for 

loved ones, friends, or even for your own 

intentions? 

The Our Lady Queen of Peace Prayer Network!  

We are your fellow parishioners who have 

formed a prayer phone chain to pray along with 

you through sickness, loss of loved ones, financial problems, and 

for anything that brings worry or sorrow. These prayerful petitions 

are also added to the prayer intentions at First Friday Devotions at 

7pm on the First Friday of the month at Saint Mary Church.  

To start the prayer network simply call the Church offices either at 

St. Thomas Aquinas or St. Mary; or call the coordinator Laurie Felix

- 860-742-9495. You can always leave a message.  

Sanctuary Candle Memorials 

The Sanctuary Candles which burn near the Tabernacles 

at Saint Mary and Saint Thomas are available for one-

week memorials, Saturday to Friday, for $15.00. Please 

contact Eileen at Saint Mary or Ernie at Saint Thomas to 

have the candle lit in remembrance of your beloved 

deceased.  

 

This week, the sanctuary candle at  

Saint Mary burns in memory of…  

Leo and Marie Marquis 

Requested by daughter Paulette 

Sacrament Certificates 
Sacramental records in the Roman Catholic Church are always recorded at the parish in 

which you were baptized, regardless of where the other sacraments were conferred.  

If you were baptized at Saint Mary or Saint Thomas Aquinas and you need a copy of 

any of your sacramental certificates (Baptism, First Communion, Confirmation, 

Marriage, etc.) please reach out to Eileen at Saint Mary Church at 860-742-0681 or by 

email eileen@olqop.com  

Engaged Couples  
Couples need to reach out to the Parish office at least six months prior to the wedding 

to begin the preparation process. 

New Parents 
Congratulations! Now please contact Eileen  

to register for baptism preparation. 

Pastoral Team 
860-429-6436  or  860-742-0681 

Regular office hours: Monday-Friday, 9am to 3pm 

For Emergency Anointing — call ext. 104 or 204 

Rev. Jonathan Ficara:  

Pastor & Campus Minister 

860-429-6436 ext. 104 (office at St. Thomas) 

frjonathan@olqop.com  

Rev. George Busto 

Parochial Vicar 

860-742-0681 ext. 204 (at St. Mary) 

frgeorge@olqop.com 

Deacon Kim Thompson:  

860-742-0681  

deaconkim@olqop.com  

Eileen Rivers:  

Executive Assistant/Associate Director of Parish Administration 

860-742-0681 ext. 201 (at St. Mary)  

eileen@olqop.com  

Ernie Golnik:  

Director of Sacred Music/Associate Director of Parish Administration 

860-429-6436 ext. 102 (at St. Thomas)  

ernie@olqop.com 

Jennifer Kearney:  

Director of Finance 

860-742-0681 ext. 202 (at St. Mary)  

jennifer@olqop.com 

Rebecca Holmes:  

Director of Faith Formation & Youth and Young Adult Ministry/

Assistant Director of Parish Ministries 

860-742-1092 (at St. Mary) 

rebecca@olqop.com 

Antonio Aguilera: Sexton (St. Thomas) 

Richard McKee: For information on becoming a Catholic or 

completing your Sacraments of Initiation, or for information 

on the Catechumenate process - 860-617-0183, 

rlmckee@snet.net 

Deadline for bulletin submissions: Monday by 3pm. Send to bulletin@olqop.com 

Our Lady Queen of Peace 

 

Rev. Jonathan Ficara 
Pastor &  

Campus Minister 

…is the Catholic Community comprised of Saint 

Mary Church in Coventry and Saint Thomas 

Aquinas Chapel in Storrs at the University of 

Connecticut 

We are committed to serving God and His 

people as we continue our journey of faith.  

We are grateful to the Lord for your presence 

with us and look forward to including you in all 

areas of our life together. 



 

 

NEW TO THE BULLETIN & UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

OLQOP Women’s Retreat 

LAST CHANCE 

 

May 12-15, 2022 is the  

Our Lady Queen of Peace Women’s Retreat 

 

Applications are available in the Saint Mary Hall on the bulletin 

board by the Kitchen 

 

Applications are due by May 4
th

. For additional applications, 

see our Parish website at OLQOP.com 

 

This year we will be continuing our annual Knights of 

Columbus Scholarship in our parish, and we are now accepting 

applications for this year’s award. A scholarship in the amount 

of $1000 will be granted to a graduating high school senior who 

most closely epitomizes the Principles of our Order. Criteria 

includes:  

• A child/grandchild of a member of St Jude Council 4313 

• Or – A member of Our Lady Queen of Peace Parish 

• A practicing Catholic in good standing 

• Excels in the following categories: 

• Parish Service 

• Scholastic Grades 

• Scholastic Activities 

• Community Service 

• Charity 

• Patriotism 

To apply please fill out an application form and send it 

to Mikewhitham@hotmail.com before May 6, 2022.  

The winner will be chosen by a panel of Knights from our 

Council from all those applications submitted. The scholarship 

will be announced at our Council Officers Meeting on May 17. 

Applications are available at the church entrances or online at 

OLQOP.com 

Time is up! 
 

Knights of Columbus  
Scholarship 

Pancake Breakfast - NEXT SUNDAY 
 

The St. Jude Council will be hosting a pancake 

breakfast on Sunday, May 8th, after the 10:30am 

Mass in the St. Mary Church Hall. The cost for the breakfast 

is $5.00, and includes coffee, tea, hot chocolate, lemonade, 

sausage, and your choice of regular, blueberry, or gluten free 

pancakes, with butter and syrup.  Mothers eat free. Take-out 

will be available. 

 
On Thursday, April 21, Our Lady Queen of Peace Parish hosted 

the monthly Norwich Diocese Holy Hour for Vocations at Saint 

Mary Church in Coventry. Pictured  before the Blessed 

Sacrament: Father Jonathan Ficara, Pastor and Director of 

Vocations, Bishop Michael Cote, and Our Lady Queen of Peace 

Deacon Kim Thompson. Thank you for all who came out to 

pray to support vocations.  

 

If you think the Lord may be calling you to explore the 

possibility of becoming a priest or consecrated religious, please 

speak with Father Jonathan Ficara or visit God-Calls.com 

 

 Claire Anderson 

 Connor Critini 

 Catarina Cunha 

 Sydney Deluca 

 Jocelyn Foran 

 Aiden Hecht 

 Anissa Patricia Jahaj 

 Aiden Jeamel 

 Allison King 

 Julianna Marie Hatfield Kingsbury 

 Myles LaRose 

 Megan MacDonald 

 Jennifer Mahr 

 Julia Mansella 

 Megan McNally 

 Ryan Pothier 

 Charles Joseph Principato 

 Katrina Pruitt 

 Anthony Senna 

 Cloe Sheremeta 

 Brian Simes 

 Stanley Strycharz 

 Abigail Tindal 

Congratulations to Our Newly-Confirmed 

 

First Friday This Week 

Join us on the first Friday of the month  

at Saint Mary Church at 7pm for our  

First Friday Devotions 

mailto:Mikewhitham@hotmail.com


 

 

 

 
 
 
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 

In the Month of May, we remember Mary, the Mother 
of God and Mother of the Church. She is the spiritual 
mother of all the faithful, and in a special way the 
mother of priests.  In his 1950 apostolic exhortation on 
the sanctity of priestly life, Menti Nostrae, Pope Pius 
XII writes, “Our Lady loves everyone with a most tender love, but she 
has a particular predilection for priests who are the living image of 
Jesus Christ” (No. 142). 
 

We are grateful for our priests here in the Diocese of Norwich.  They 
respond daily to the Lord’s call to “Follow me” by serving and 
accompanying God’s people in the day to day circumstances of life. 
 

We are grateful for our seminarians.  They are currently finishing up 
another year of priestly formation at Mount Saint Mary’s Seminary in 
Emmitsburg, MD.  In a couple short weeks they will return to the 
Diocese for their summer assignments.  Let’s pray for them, for a 
successful completion of their coursework and a smooth transition home. 
Please also join me in praying for Deacon Jacob Ramos who will be 
ordained to the Holy Priesthood on Saturday, June 25, 2022, at the 
Cathedral of St. Patrick in Norwich.  May Mary, Mother of priests, 
protect and guide Deacon Jacob to a closer union with her Son, the 
Eternal Priest.  
 

Lastly, and most especially, we are grateful for you.  We are grateful for 
the role you play in supporting our priests and seminarians.  A 
seminarian’s journey to priesthood is long and arduous.  Preparation 
typically requires six years of formation beyond college.  The average 
annual cost for tuition, room and board and health insurance per 
seminarian is approximately $42,000 per year. 
 

To help offset these expenses, a special collection is taken up each year 
in support of the Diocesan Seminarian Education Fund.   Donations to 
the Seminarian Education Fund provide tuition, room and board, and 
health insurance for our seminarians.  I ask you to consider making a 
contribution to this year's Seminarian Education Fund collection.  Your 
generosity truly makes a difference in the lives of the men preparing for 
the priesthood in our diocese. 
 

As St. John Vianney once said, "The priesthood is the love of the heart of 
Jesus. When you see a priest, think of our Lord Jesus Christ." I ask you 
to continue praying for our priests, our future priests, and for an increase 
in vocations to the diocesan priesthood.  May the Lord Jesus Christ raise 
up men in our diocese who will follow in His footsteps to serve the 
Church as priests. 
 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

 

Bishop of Norwich 



 

 



 

 

LITURGICAL LIFE 
The Third Sunday of Easter 

- - - MASS TIMES CHANGE NEXT WEEKEND - - - 

SATURDAY  
 3:00pm  Sacrament of Reconciliation at Saint Mary 
 4:00pm  Eugene Ryscavage, r/b Steve and Dianne 

Kirchgessner 
 *5:30pm  For the People of the Parish 

SUNDAY, MAY 1  
 8:00am  Sacrament of Reconciliation at Saint Thomas Aquinas 
 *8:30am  Geraldine Taylor, r/b Kathleen & Kevin Taylor 
 10:30am  Daniel Canny, r/b Family 
 7:00pm  Marriage Blessings For John and Susan and 

Welcome Laura and Mario  (Final 7pm Mass) 

MONDAY 

 12:20pm  Rachel Holmes, Birthday Blessing, r/b Ama and 
Papa 

 2-7pm  Adoration, Saint Mary Church 
 7:00pm  Rosary and Novena, Saint Mary Church 

TUESDAY 

 12:20pm  Gigi Mayne, r/b Denver & Janice Schroeder 
 2-6pm  Adoration, Saint Mary Church 
 6:00pm  Briana Smith, Birthday Blessing, r/b Laurie and Bob 

Felix 

WEDNESDAY 

 12:20pm  Michael Kubeck, r/b Millicent Flynn 
 2-7pm  Adoration, Saint Mary Church 

THURSDAY 

 12:20pm  Frederick H. Perkins, Jr. 
 2-7pm  Adoration, Saint Mary Church 

FRIDAY 
 9:00am  Marie Brandenstein, in remembrance, r/b Daughter 
 12:20pm  Rev. Edward M. Konopka 
 2-7pm  Adoration, Saint Mary Church 
 7:00pm  First Friday Devotions, Saint Mary Church 

The Fourth Sunday of Easter 
SATURDAY  
 11:00am  First Communion 
 3:00pm  Sacrament of Reconciliation at Saint Mary 
 4:00pm  Ann Bernier, r/b Beth Murphy & Soder Family 
 *5:30pm  Francis “Butch” Perrotti, Jr., 1st Anniversary, r/b the 

OLQOP Parish Family 

SUNDAY, MAY 8 
 8:00am  Sacrament of Reconciliation at Saint Thomas Aquinas 
 *8:30am  William DiNenno, r/b the Richards Family 
 10:30am  Michael Holmes, Birthday Blessings, r/b Ama and 

Papa 

GROUPS & MEETINGS 
● Saint Mary         ● Saint Thomas Aquinas  

SUNDAY, MAY 1 

 9:00am Faith Formation, Pre-K & K 
 12:00nn AA, Saint Thomas Aquinas Chapel Basement 
 5:00pm Faith Formation, Confirmation, 9 & 10, Last Session 

MONDAY  
 5:00pm  Faith Formation, Grades 1-4, Last Session 
 7:00pm  Rosary and Novena, Saint Mary Church 

TUESDAY 
 9am-11am Staff in Meeting 
 5:00pm  Faith Formation, Grades 5-8, Last Session 

WEDNESDAY  
 5:30pm  AA, Saint Thomas Aquinas Chapel Basement 

 7:00pm  Legion of  Mary, Saint Mary Church 

THURSDAY  

 7:30pm  Knights of Columbus, Saint Mary Hall 

FRIDAY 

 7:00pm  First Friday Devotions, Saint Mary Church 

SUNDAY, MAY 8 

 11:30am Mothers Day Pancake Breakfast, Saint Mary Hall 
 12:00nn AA, Saint Thomas Aquinas Chapel Basement 

~ All events planned to be ‘live’ unless otherwise noted ~ 

The Haiti Ministry is getting ready to 

prepare more birthing kits to send to Haiti 
 

We are in need of specific items:  

Bars of soap (not liquid) 

Washcloths 

Cloth Diapers 

 

Thank you in advance for supporting this essential project  

to save babies lives in Haiti 

The St. Jude Council will be 

selling Mother’s Day roses 

after the Saturday 4:00pm 

Mass on 5/7, and after the 

Sunday 10:30am Mass on 

5/8.  Cost per rose is $2.00, 

and proceeds go towards 

council charitable 

activities.  Thank you. 

 

 

 

 

Marriage Encounter Weekend 
 

Worldwide Marriage Encounter is offering 
a non-residential two-day experience May 
21-22 at St. Patrick Church Hall, East 
Hampton. This experience will be 
conducted in accordance with CDC safety 
protocols including social distancing. For 
that reason, we will be accepting fewer 
couples, so it is important that couples 
register as soon as possible. To apply, 
contact Frank and Margie Pearson at 860-869-2610 or sign up online 
at wwme.org and click on May 21-22, East Hampton, CT or use the QR 
code at the end of this announcement.  
Give your spouse the gift of your time and discover the secrets to a 
lasting, supportive, transformational marriage! There’s no group 
discussion. It’s just about the two of you learning to be the best, most 
loving and thriving couple you can be. Over the course of the 
experience three couples and a priest provide new tools, using 
examples from their own lives, to help couples work 
through common themes of which all married couples 
can relate. For more information, contact the Pearsons 
at the number above or call Mary-Jo McLaughlin at 
Catholic Family Services, 860-848-2237, Ext. 312.  
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	 ffordable FuelA Always Affordable Prices!

Owned & Operated 
Donald & Denise Bombard

Serving the 
Community
Since 1995

860-742-0077

Dick’s Auto Care
644 MIDDLE TURNPIKE | STORRS, CT

the little garage | BIG ON SERVICE
Hunter Computer

2 & 4 Wheel Alignments
Sun Electronic Computer • Tune-ups

Brake, Exhaust, and
Cooling System Service
GENERAL REPAIRS

	 24 HOUR TOWING
	 860-429-6448

THIS SPACE IS

LET US PLACE 
YOUR AD HERE.

COVENTRY’S #1 
AGENT

Cheri Trudon
860.214.1054

REAL ESTATE AGENT
ctrudoncon@gmail.com
facebook.com/CTHomesForSale

ERA Blanchard 
& Rossetto, Inc
189 West Center St.
Manchester, CT

Providing specialty tools, supplies and services for 
the concrete industry.  Including decorative concrete 

work, flat work and foundations, as well as excavation. 
64 Field Rd Unit 4C, Somers

(860) 749-0740
Visit our website badasstoolsllc.com

Proudly supporting the Parish 
Chuck, Megan & Justin Davis

Family Owned for over 30 years.

Contact Jan Thivierge
to place an ad today! 
jthivierge@4LPi.com or
(800) 477-4574 x6408 
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	 14 Club Road
	 Windham, CT
	 860.456.1107
	 www.sjlivingcenter.org

Dedicating our love, compassion 
and service to our community.

		 Specializing in:
		
		 • • Short-Term RehabilitationShort-Term Rehabilitation
	 • Long-Term Care
	 • End-of-Life Care 
 Rosary & Mass Celebrated Sponsored by the 

Diocese of Norwich

Leave your auto worries to the experts!

(860) 429-6571
164 Squaw Hollow Rd - RTE 44, Ashford, CT
www.terrystransmissions.com

Commercial & Residential
• New Lawns 	 • Walkways 
• Mowing 	 • Retaining Walls
• Mulching	 • Stone Driveways 
• Hedge Trimming 	• Light Excavation

LICENSED • FULLY INSURED
860-306-0652 | Willington, CT

www.mattslawncare.net

Helping Hands
Home Care

Providing high quality, yet 
affordable home care services

 to the elderly since 1996.
LIVE-IN OR BY-THE-HOUR

860-645-7667
BOLTON

...On Your Way Home!
1734 Storrs Road, Storrs

15 Mansfield Avenue, Willimantic
860-429-9352

www.FerrignoRealtors.com

TRUSTED	 SINCE
SERVICE	 1957

Foreign Domestic • Cars • Trucks
General Repairs • Brakes • Exhaust
Tune-Ups • Gas & Diesel Engines

Air Conditioning • Emissions Testing
24 Hour Towing

(860) 423-1187
www.tandbmotors.com
460 Storrs Road (Rte 195 Mansfield)
VISA, MC & DISCOVER ACCEPTED

New Homes in 55+ Community 
at 94 Stonehouse Rd. in Coventry, CT

Move-in ready, maintenance-free living from $349,900
Call 860-649-4800 to schedule your tour
Visit BidwellVillage.com to learn more

Specializing in one on one 24/7 live-in care
Keeping seniors in the comfort of their own home.

www.careplusmore.net
Call Heather (860) 942-6157 or Call Kristin (860) 207-6708

careplusmore@yahoo.com

TRUSTED TREE & LANDSCAPE SERVICES
caring for New England's trees for over 30 years. 

Large & Hazardous Tree Removal - Fertilizing 
& Soil Enhancement - Storm Damage Repair

Tree Health & Safety Consultations
(860) 429-9972

Fully Insured - Professional & Experienced
Environmentally Conscious

CONTACT US FOR A FREE QUOTE!
www.residentialforestersllc.com

Bryan S. Bigelow
24/7 Emergency Service
• Well Pumps 
• Water Heaters
• Sump Pumps 
• Remodels
PLM-0288635-P1
Fully Licensed & Insured

BigelowPlumbingLLC.com

SERVICE THAT STANDS THE TEST OF TIME

Pietras
Family Funeral 

Homes

Philip M. Pietras
Funeral Director, Owner

Jessica A. Pietras
Funeral Director, Owner

Full time funeral directors available  
24 hours a day and proud to service the 
Catholic community for over 100 years. 

Locally family owned and operated
Directors:

Jacqueline L Teske • Haley Bohadik
Corrine Jones • Jennifer A West

SMALL & PIETRAS FUNERAL HOME 
76 Prospect Street, Rockville, CT  • 860-875-0703

BURKE-FORTIN FUNERAL HOME 
76 Prospect Street, Rockville, CT • 860-875-5490

COVENTRY-PIETRAS FUNERAL HOME 
2665 Boston Turnpike, Coventry, CT • 860-742-1255

TOLLAND MEMORIAL FUNERAL HOME 
375 Merrow Road, Tolland, CT • 860-875-1415

Tolland
Eye Care

Healthy Vision for Life
Wayne Castagna, O.D.
In the Big Y Complex

860-871-6507


