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My dear friends, 

Is God Being Fair with Us? 

 

The Bible presents a delicate balance when it comes to our understanding of God. On the one hand, God 

is totally other, outside the created universe, beyond anything we normally experience. On the other 

hand, this God continues to be involved in the world, and chooses to draw close to human beings, drawing them into a loving, 

caring, and also demanding relationship. Our first reading, Isaiah 55:6-9, reflects the otherness of God. “My thoughts are not your 

thoughts, nor are your ways my ways, says the Lord. As high as the heavens are above the earth, so high are my ways above your 

ways and my thoughts above your thoughts.” Nonetheless, the otherness and power of God are used as an invitation, not to flee in 

fright, but to draw near. “Seek the Lord while he may be found, call him while he is near. Let the scoundrel forsake his ways and 

the wicked his thoughts; let him turn to the Lord for mercy; to our God, who is generous in forgiving.” 

 

The gospel passage, Matthew 20:1-16, is perhaps the one story of Jesus that I have had the most difficulty with. It is the parable of 

the workers in the vineyard. The owner of a vineyard goes out at dawn to the place where those needing work had gathered. He 

hires some of the workers, agreeing to pay them the “usual daily wage.” The owner then seeks more and more workers as the day 

progresses, going out at nine o’clock, noon, and three o’clock. Finally, he returns one last time, at five o’clock, asking those 

standing around, “Why do you stand here idle all day?” When they respond that no one has hired them, he sends them to work in 

his vineyard. 

 

It is at this point that the story takes an unusual turn. When the workday is over, the owner tells the foreman, “Summon the 

laborers and give them their pay, beginning with the last and ending with the first.” When those who had worked only a short time 

step forward to receive their pay, they get the surprise of their life, and get a whole day’s wages. When the foreman comes to the 

group who had been working all day, they expect to get more, but they receive the same as the others—a day’s wages. When they 

complain, the owner reminds them that they are getting exactly what they agreed to, so they have no basis for a complaint. 

 

What I have found difficult about this story is the seeming injustice of the situation. Why should those who have worked only an 

hour or two receive the same pay as those who slaved throughout the day's heat? Here is where the insights of the Isaiah passage 

need to be brought in: “My thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your ways my ways, says the Lord.” In Jesus’ story, the owner 

asks, “Am I not free to do as I wish with my own money? Are you envious because I am generous?” So, here’s the point: God’s 

ways (God’s otherness) are different, but made manifest in his nearness, generosity, mercy and kindness. God chooses to love 

even those who have not earned it, to show mercy even to those who have sinned. If God’s blessings were distributed according to 

strict justice, would any of us have truly earned it because we never sinned? At the end of the day, I am grateful that God is 

generous and forgiving rather than severe and unrelenting. 

                                    LOOKING AHEAD! 



 

 

Saturday, September 19 

4:00P Stanley & Lorraine Wasileski 

  by their kids 

Sunday, September 20 

8:00A Charlene Letourneau 

  by Dean & family 

10:00A Russell Holt 

  by Sean & Amy Connelly 

Saturday, September 26 

4:00P Michael & Helen Milewski 

  by their family 

Sunday, September 27 

8:00A Raymond & Rose Zukowski 

  by their family 

10:00A Our Lady of Peace Women’s Group  

 members living and deceased 

weekend collections 

September 12-13  

Regular collection/mail              $1,929.00                     

On-line giving                               $814.00 

        

Your faithful support of our parish 

is deeply appreciated. 

DAILY MASS  

Monday, September 21 

8:00A Patricia Hartnett 

  by the Women’s Group 

Tuesday, September 22 

8:00A Emily Tozloski 

  by the Women’s Group 

Wednesday, September 23 

8:00A Elizabeth Geraghty 

  by Virginia & family 

Thursday, September 24 

8:00A Leo Woznakewicz 

  by Tom & Eileen Tela 

Friday, September 25 

8:00A Communion Service  
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CATECHETICAL SUNDAY 

 is September 20. Our theme this year is, “I received from 

the Lord what I also handed on to you.” This year, because 

of the corona virus pandemic, our educational process will 

take place in the home. Students will receive materials and 

parents will receive online information that will enable 

them to work with their children on each week’s lesson. 

Two exceptions: Our  catechists will meet with First 

Communion and Confirmation students from last year’s 

class and prepare them for: First Communion on Sunday, 

October 11 at 10:00A and Confirmation on Sunday,  

October 18 at 11:00A. 

Our Lady’s Window 

   

September 23 

     Judy Pos by her family 

September 24 

    Ted Croteau on his birthday by his family 

September 25 

   Bernard & Blanche McCarthy by their daughter 

MEMORIAL DONATIONS 

In memory of +Emily Tozloski by James & Jean  

Koldis; in memory of +Elaine Godin by George & 

Linda Roberge; in memory of +Marilyn Trombley by 

her family; in memory of +Robert Lapinski by George 

& Lina Roberge; and in memory of +Maurice Fugere 

by George & Lina Roberge and Louise Croll. 

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let  

perpetual light shine upon them. May the souls of the  

faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace. 
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