
 

 

Congratulations and God bless you! 
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My dear friends,  

The Banquet is Ready! 

 

The God of the Old Testament can often seem like a tribal God, as the one who marches with 

Israel’s armies, hears the prayers of the children of Israel, but not so much for those outside the 

boundaries of that people. There are passages like our first reading from the prophet Isaiah (Is 25:6

-10), however, that are quite lovely because of their universal vision. Isaiah speaks of God’s holy mountain as the place for 

the final gathering of all the nations. He understands this in global terms. There will be a banquet with the finest foods and 

wines. Furthermore, there will be no more pain or mourning. The tears will be gently wiped from all faces, especially those 

who suffer unjustly, and the ultimate cause of sorrow, death itself, will be destroyed. 

 

What Isaiah speaks of in global or cosmic terms, the Psalmist brings us in beautiful, poetic imagery in the calming, personal 

and endearing terms of the Twenty-Third Psalm. Ancient statues give testimony to the fact that, during times of suffering 

and persecution, death and loss, relating to Jesus as the Good Shepherd could allay fear, give courage and restore trust. The 

calm, restful waters and verdant pastures, the shepherd’s love, symbolized by the staff that keeps danger at bay, the plentiful 

table, and the soothing oil—all speak of a tender, merciful God who banishes fear even when we walk through the dark 

valley, even of the shadow of death. 

 

Finally, in our gospel passage, Matthew 22:1-14, Jesus tells a parable about a king who gives a wedding feast for his son. 

The story should be read with the Isaiah passage as a background, as the banquet God gives for the Messiah-Son. “The 

kingdom of heaven may be likened to a king who gave a wedding feast for his son. He dispatched his servants to summon 

the invited guests to the feast, but they refused to come. A second time he sent other servants, saying, ‘Tell those invited: 

“Behold, I have prepared my banquet, my calves and fattened cattle are killed, and everything is ready; come to the feast.” 

Some ignored the invitation and went away, one to his farm, another to his business. The rest laid hold of his servants, 

mistreated them, and killed them….Then he said to his servants, ‘The feast is ready, but those who were invited were not 

worthy to come. Go out, therefore, into the main roads and invite to the feast whomever you find.’ The servants went out 

into the streets and gathered all they found, bad and good alike, and the hall was filled with guests.” 

 

In the original context, Jesus is addressing the chief priests and the elders of the people. Once again, he is drawing a contrast 

between them, as the ones who refuse to accept Jesus, and all those who are responding: sinners, tax collectors, prostitutes, 

lepers—those who have generally been excluded. God wants the feast in honor of his son to be truly universal. But now, as 

then, some are responding with enthusiasm, while others appear to be turning down the invitation, preoccupied with other 

pursuits. By means of these readings the invitation to the Banquet of the Lord is ours. How shall we respond? 

                 IT BEGINS THIS SUNDAY! 



 

 

Saturday, October 10 

4:00P Deceased members of the Marcum family 

  by Catherine 

Sunday, October 11 

8:00A Deceased members of the Richotte family 

  by their family 

10:00A Angelina Adie 

  by her family 

Saturday, October 17 

4:00P Deacon Albert Routhier 

  by Mary & family 

Sunday, October 18 

8:00A Luella Bergeron 

  by Bob & Yvette Bissell 

10:00A Henry & Phyllis Boucher 

  by their family 

weekend collections 

October 3-4 

Regular collection/mail              $3,68100                     

On-line        $824.00 

        

Your faithful support of our parish 

is deeply appreciated. 

DAILY MASS  

Monday, October 12 

8:00A Edward Zewinski 

  by his wife, Ginette 

Tuesday, October 13 

8:00A Helen Gochinski 

   by the Women’s Group 

Wednesday, October 14 

8:00A Deceased members of the  

 Washer/Bissell families 

  by Bob & Yvette Bissell 

Thursday, October 15 

8:00A Pat Caloon  

  by John Caloon 

Friday, October 16 

8:00A Communion Service  
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Our Lady’s Window 

October 9    Mr. & Mrs. Michael Conway 

                          on their 75th wedding anniversary 

     by their daughter, Mary 

Community Meal Update 

 

As we all know well, the need for food in our community is 

great, especially for families. The response from our parish 

has been even greater. Since our indoor weekly hot meal 

and grocery bag ministry has not been open, the committee 

has adapted new guide lines from the Franklin County 

Community Meals program which sponsors our parish, 

Amy Connelly is the program’s parish coordinator and  

Rachel Berggren is the FCCMP director. A hot balanced 

dinner with dessert is now able to be cooked offsite safely 

by groups and served in heat-proof containers by only three 

cooks who are allowed in the kitchen at one time. A small 

crew then delivers the meal and a large vinyl bag of non-

perishables to guests waiting in line 6 feet apart at the  

bottom of the plaza. Serving begins at 4:00P and lasts until 

5:30P. Last Monday, 204 meals and 60 bags were  

distributed. This was successful and possible due to the out-

pouring of support from countless cooks, drivers to pick up 

many pounds from the Food Bank, the food collection on 

Saturday morning, items brought to Masses and many  

monetary gifts to defray the addition costs of a safe takeout 

meal. Our Community Meal committee is very grateful for 

the support especially from those parishioners who are not 

being able to attend weekly Masses at present but who have 

passed the word and rallied help. Your prayers also are  

being realized as every week the food does mange to feed 

the group that arrives. We rejoice that our parish’s mission 

is alive and well! 

75 happy people (and pets!) at the drive-thru flu clinic 
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