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My dear friends, 

Jesus Our King 

 

This weekend we celebrate the final Sunday of the liturgical year, the Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus 

Christ the King. Many years ago, when I was at the seminary, it fell to me as a deacon to preach on 

this Solemnity. I used a story then that is as timeless as when it was first spoken. I made reference to the famous television 

program starring Jackie Gleason, The Honeymooners. Many of you may remember the character Ralph Cramden, who was 

loud, bombastic and bossy. In one episode Ralph declares to his wife, “Alice, I’m the king here, and you’re nothing! Do you 

understand? You’re nothing, and I’m the king.” Alice simply fires back, “Yeah, right, Ralph. You know what that makes 

you? The king of nothing!” I used this episode of The Honeymooners as a comparison to what the people of the first century 

could have said about Jesus, particularly when he was hanging on the cross. So this is supposed to be the great King, the 

Messiah of Israel? To all appearances, he’s the king of nothing! And that could have been true, except for one thing: the 

Resurrection. At the very end of his ministry, the crowds who had followed Jesus had vanished, Jesus was found guilty of 

insurrection, and was sentenced to a very painful and humiliating death. Only a faithful few stayed to the end, at the foot of 

the cross. But Jesus’ Resurrection changed all that. Jesus’ victory went beyond any normal victory; his kingship was totally 

different; his power destroyed even death itself.  

 

Our first reading for this Solemnity, Ezekiel 34:11-12, 15-17, presents a very touching passage about God as the ever-

faithful shepherd who takes care of his people with remarkable tenderness. “I myself will look after and tend my sheep. As a 

shepherd tends his flock when he finds himself among his scattered sheep, so will I tend my sheep. I will rescue them from 

every place where they were scattered when it was cloudy and dark. I myself will pasture my sheep; I myself will give them 

rest, says the Lord. The lost I will seek out, the strayed I will bring back, the injured I will bind up, the sick I will heal, but 

the sleek and the strong I will destroy, shepherding them rightly.” The final line of this passage sets up the link for today’s 

gospel reading: “As for my sheep, says the Lord God, I will judge between one sheep and another, between rams and goats.” 

 

The gospel passage, Matthew 25:31-46, is the famous judgment scene in which Jesus describes his role as humanity’s final 

judge: “When the Son of Man come in his glory, and all the angels with him, he will sit upon his glorious throne, and all the 

nations will be assembled before him. And he will separate them one from another, as a shepherd separates the sheep from 

the goats.” This incredible text shows the closeness of Jesus, the Shepherd, to his sheep, so that he actually identifies with 

the poorest and those most in need: “For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, a 

stranger and you welcomed me, naked and you clothed me, ill and you cared for me, in prison and you visited me.” In other 

words, we will be judged according to the extent that we have been good shepherds, like the Jesus of Matthew, like the God 

of Ezekiel. God simply asks that we show others the same tender care we have received from God. 

 



 

 

Saturday, November 21 

4:00P Alvin & Rena Smith 

  by Mark & Liz 

Sunday, November 22 

8:00A George Farr 

  by Farr-Marcum family 

10:00A Kristen Kaczenski 

  by her family 

Saturday, November 28 

4:00P Natalie/Donald Regan & Anna/Larry Regan 

  by their family 

Sunday, November 29 

8:00A DeeDee Bergeron 

  by the Singley family 

10:00A James Viens 

  by his family 

DAILY MASS  

Monday, November 23 

8:00A Grace & blessings for Connor Bergeron 

  by Dennis & Cyndee Grader 

Tuesday, November 24 

8:00A Michael & Elizabeth Geraghty 

   by Virginia & family 

Wednesday, November 25 

8:00A Sr. Frances Murphy   

  by Sharon Broughan 

Thursday, November 26 

8:00A Genevieve “Jean” Galvis 

  by Mark & Jackie 

Friday, November 27 

8:00A Communion Service  
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Our Lady’s Window 

November 24     Walter T. Kostanski, Jr. 

   by Virginia  

November 26      Jean Galvis 

         by Jackie & Mark 

A Prayer For Thanksgiving  

In A Hard Year 

 

God, this year has been hard for many of 

us at this table. While this is a sweet mo-

ment, it's also hard. The challenges we 

have faced this year have been over-

whelming, and as we gather today, we 

cannot ignore the fact that many of our 

neighbors are in great need of our gen-

erosity and kindness.  

 

Help us to reach out to those who are 

lonely and isolated from family and 

friends. Bless all those in leadership and 

those in health care who put others first.  

 

But for these next few hours, we remem-

ber that you are a God who loves us, 

cares for us, heals us, and forgives us. 

Help us to enjoy this time together. Most 

of us all, we ask for your peace. We 

thank you for this meal and pray for 

strength to continue forward. Amen 

 

WEEKLY COLLECTION 

November 15, 2020 

 

Regular collection/mail          $1,738.00 

On-line                                    $1,354.00 

Thank you for your continued support for  

your parish during the pandemic. 

Fr. Stan and the entire parish staff wish every-

one a blessed and safe Thanksgiving holiday. 

May 2020 be remembered as the year when 

family and friends became more important 

than ever and a time when we turned to God 

for healing and all good things. 
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