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My dear friends, 

Come, Lord Jesus! Bring us comfort and healing! 

 

As we light the second candle on our Advent wreath, the opening reading for this Second Sunday 

of Advent returns to the prophet who is highlighted during this season, Isaiah (Is 40:1-5, 9-11). The 

message is joyful and uplifting, and it follows Israel’s long period of exile from their homeland, 

and the renewed ability to “return to normal”. The passage begins, “Comfort, give comfort to my people, says your God. 

Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and proclaim to her that her service is at an end, her guilt is expiated…” We find Isaiah’s 

vision of a hostile desert environment that is now cooperating in God’s renewal of the people, enabling them to come home. 

“A voice cries out: In the desert prepare the way of the Lord! Make straight in the wasteland a highway for our God! Every 

valley shall be filled in, every mountain shall be made low; the rugged land shall be made a plain, the rough country, a broad 

valley. Then the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all people shall see it together; for the mouth of the Lord has 

spoken.” The Lord’s herald is commanded to spread the good news: “Go up onto a high mountain, Zion, herald of glad 

tidings; cry out at the top of your voice, Jerusalem, herald of good news! Fear not to cry out and say to the cities of Judah: 

here is your God!” 

 

Just as the Isaiah passage is filled with joyful expectation, so too, is our Responsorial Psalm, Psalm 85. “I will hear what 

God proclaims; the Lord—for he proclaims peace to his people. Near indeed is his salvation to those who fear him, glory 

dwelling in our land. Kindness and truth shall meet; justice and peace shall kiss. Truth shall spring out of the earth, and 

justice shall look down from heaven.” 

 

Our gospel reading, Mark 1:1-8, begins with an explicit reference to Isaiah. “As it is written in Isaiah the prophet: ‘Behold, I 

am sending my messenger ahead of you; he will prepare your way. A voice of one crying out in the desert: Prepare the way 

of the Lord, make straight his paths.’” In this way Mark introduces us to another great Advent character, John the Baptist, 

whom he sees as the fulfillment of Isaiah’s words about preparing the way for the Lord, who is near. “John the Baptist 

appeared in the desert proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. People of the whole Judean 

countryside and all the inhabitants of Jerusalem were going out to him and were being baptized by him in the Jordan River 

as they acknowledged their sins….And this is what he proclaimed: ‘One mightier than I is coming after me. I am not worthy 

to stoop and loosen the thongs of his sandals. I have baptized you with water; he will baptize with the Holy Spirit.’” 

 

Thus, our readings on this Second Sunday of Advent are full of joyful expectation for the Lord who is drawing near. During 

our days of “exile” from much that is dear to us during this Covid-19 pandemic, our longing for the Lord, the God of 

compassion who heals us and is aware of our needs, is greater than ever. May we be restored to good health! May we know 

the joy of gathering as a community once again! Come, Lord Jesus! 

Holy Day of Obligation 

 

The FEAST OF THE IMMACULATE 

CONCEPTION will be celebrated: 

Monday, December 7   Vigil Mass at 6:00P 

Tuesday, December 8   Mass at  8:00A  

Prayer List Reminder 

Please continue to 

provide the names 

of those in our 

community who are 

suffering (illness, 

medical treatment, 

etc.) and in need of  

additional prayers 

by contacting one 

of the following: Cindy Milewski (413 

773.9817), Jim Devlin (413 772.6432), Dottie 

Pelis (413 659.3360). Updated prayer lists 

will be in the bulletin once a month. 

 

 



 

 

Saturday, December 5 

4:00P John & Eva Crowley 

  by Tami 

Sunday, December 6 

8:00A Jerry O’Connor 

  by his family 

10:00A John Cominoli 

  by K of C Council 737 

Saturday, December 12 

4:00P Robert Jablonski 

  by the Richotte family 

Sunday, December 13 

8:00A Lauren & Jeffrey 

  by Bob & Yvette Bissell 

10:00A Barbara Sevene 

  by her family 

DAILY MASS  

Monday, December 7 

8:00A Robert Jablonski 

  by his family 

6:00P Pat Caloon    (Vigil Mass) 

  by John 

Tuesday, December 8   (Immaculate Conception) 

8:00A Carolyn Prunier 

   by Paul 

Wednesday, December 9 

8:00A Michael Geraghty   

  by Virginia & family 

Thursday, December 10 

8:00A James Broughan 

  by Sharon 

Friday, December 11 

8:00A Communion Service  
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Our Lady’s Window 

December 5 Cornelius O’Shea 

      by Bob & Gladys Lapinski 

December 6      Charlene Antes 

     by Greenfield Meals Group 

December 10     Stanley & Jennie Choleva 

     by their family 

December 11      Louise Ball Mroz, 2nd anniversary 

          by Mitch Jr. & Betty 

                            Stella Golonka 

                                 by Greenfield Meals Group  

Sing Christmas carols at suppertime. 

Make and decorate a birthday cake for Jesus. 

Act out the nativity story with your manger pieces.  

Cut your lunch sandwiches into the shape of stars and talk 

about the original Christmas stars. 

Write a letter to Jesus, thanking him for the gifts you  

received throughout the year. 

Attend Christmas Eve Mass. 

Make a manger with twigs you collect from outside and talk 

about Baby Jesus  and the type of place he was born into. 

Make paper crowns and talk about the wise men and the 

gifts they brought Jesus. 

Visit a local farm and talk about what it must have been like 

for Mary and Joseph to have a baby in a stable. 

 WEEKLY COLLECTION 

November 29, 2020 

 

Regular collection/mail          $1,86100 

On-line                                     $349.00 

 

Thank you for your continued support for  

your parish during the pandemic. 

We welcome Malycki Viens to our parish family! 

 

FAMILY ADVENT ACTIVITIES 
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