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My dear friends, 

Celebrating a different kind of Christmas 

 

In Charles Dickens’ A Christmas Carol, the author wished to call attention to the deplorable plight 

of countless faceless, nameless children who were living in abject poverty and drudgery each day 

in London. In the character Tiny Tim, Dickens gives a name and a face to one such child. We learn 

that because of the indifference of those who were well off, such as Ebenezer Scrooge, poor, 

crippled children like Tiny Tim were destined for an early death. Scrooge, because of the visits of three ghosts, comes to see 

his own miserable plight, and chooses to change. We learn, thankfully, that in the end Tiny Tim does not die and Scrooge 

becomes like a second father to him. Dickens clearly hoped that his writing would remove the blinders from nineteenth-

century citizens of London, and enable the society of his day to overcome the pandemic of indifference that allowed such 

misery. 

 

The Christmas story itself takes place, one might say, in a kind of pandemic of indifference. The birth of Jesus Christ took 

place where animals are normally born because there was “no room for them in the place where travelers lodged.” The event 

was not announced in high society, but was proclaimed to shepherds, who were pretty much at the bottom of society. When 

strange figures, called Magi, arrive from the East, perhaps as far away as Persia, the local royalty are blindsided, and King 

Herod needs to consult the Scripture scholars as to where to look for the child. Herod, in a bloody rage, then seeks to destroy 

the “newborn king of the Jews”, forcing Joseph and Mary to take the child, flee for their lives, and become refugees in 

Egypt. Later, when the family settles back into their hometown of Nazareth, we will learn that the place is the pits, leading a 

future Apostle to ask, “Can anything good come out of Nazareth?” (John 1:46) 

 

On Sunday, November 15, 2020, in the fourth annual celebration of a day inaugurated by Pope Francis as the “World Day of 

the Poor,” the Holy Father invites Jesus’ followers to avoid a pandemic worse that Covid-19. He asks that we not be infected 

by indifference. “The Lord, for his part, asks us to be generous, to conquer fear with the courage of love, to overcome the 

passivity that becomes complicity. Today, in these times of instability, let us not waste our lives thinking only of ourselves, 

indifferent to others, or deluding ourselves into thinking; ‘Peace and security!’ (1 Thessalonians 5:3). Saint Paul invites us to 

look reality in the face and to avoid the infection of indifference.” 

 

Pope Francis then encourages us: “Do not forget: the poor are at the heart of the Gospel; we cannot understand the Gospel 

without the poor. The poor are like Jesus himself, who, though rich, emptied himself, made himself poor, even taking sin 

upon himself: the worst kind of poverty. The poor guarantee us an eternal income. Even now they help us become rich in 

love….How often do we hear people ask: ‘What can I buy? What more can I have?’ Let us use different words: ‘What can I 

give to others?’ in order to be like Jesus, who was born in the manger.” 

 

Even in these most challenging times, I see the parishioners of Our Lady of Peace responding with hearts full of love to the 

needs of the poor. Each Monday, in front of our church, volunteers distribute more than two hundred meals and countless 

bags of food, to help our hungry neighbors. Several of us are purchasing food cards, or making donations, to help purchase 

food for the poor. Others are dropping off foodstuffs at the church. Many of us have participated in Adopt a Family, not in 

the usual way of buying and wrapping individual gifts, but sending financial contributions so that families can have a better 

Christmas. And many are supporting the countless organizations—locally, nationally and internationally—that work for 

charity, justice, health and well-being.  

 

Because we continue to deal with the Covid-19 pandemic, we are facing a very different kind of Christmas this year. It is 

more difficult to gather, to exchange presents, even to have the usual number of family and friends for Christmas dinner. 

There will not be a children’s Christmas pageant this year. But by overcoming indifference to those who are less well off, 

we are privileged to celebrate the Feast’s real meaning: Jesus Christ made himself poor so that we might become rich, not by 

accumulating, but by giving. 

 

Underneath it all, beneath the sickness and death, loneliness and upheaval, may we still know the love that conquers fear, the 

compassionate generosity that overcomes the pandemic of indifference, and the hope that brings joy and peace. May you 

have a blessed Christmas! 

MERRY CHRISTMAS TO ALL! 



 

 

Saturday, December 19 

4:00P Hap & Rose Dunican 

  by their daughters 

Sunday, December 20 

8:00A Sr. Irene Socquet, SSA 

  by her family 

10:00A Judy Pos 

  by her family 

Saturday, December 26 

4:00P Paul Gallant 

  by Ed & Dot 

Sunday, December 27 

8:00A  Prunier family 

  by Paul family 

10:00A Claire Singley 

  by the Senior Choir 

DAILY MASS  

Monday, December 21 

8:00A Maurice Fugere 

  by Sue Buckley 

Tuesday, December 22  

8:00A End to abortion 

  by Dennis & Cyndee Grader 

Wednesday, December 23 

8:00A Dennis Choleva  

  by his family 

Thursday, December 24-Christmas Eve 

4:00P Carl & Asa Tetreault 

  by their family 

6:30P For those who can not be with us tonight 

9:00P Living & deceased members of the 

 Broughan family 

  by Sharon Broughan 

Friday, December 25-Christmas Day 

10:00A Singley family 

  by their family 
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Weekly Collections 

December 12-13 

Collection amounts were not available at press time. 

 

Thank you for your continued support.  

 

Christmas Masses 

 December 24     4:00 P    6:30P    9:00P 

 December 25    10:00A 

Due to limited capacity we are having CHRISTMAS 

MASSES BY RESERVATION ONLY. If you want 

to attend one of the Masses, CALL THE RECTORY, 

Monday thru Thursday, 8:30A-12:00Noon, and let us 

know how many places you wish to reserve. Call 413 

863.2585 by DECEMBER 22. It is a first come, first 

served basis. 

Our Lady of Peace Window 

 

Wednesday, December 23 

 Deceased members of the Choleva family 

 by their family 

Thursday, December 24 

 Joseph & Guyla Rodovich 

      by Mary, Marcia & families 

 Charles Waryasz, Jr. 

                        by JoAnn, Chad & Beth 

 Barbara Sevene 

       by JoJo 

Friday, December 25 

 Lou, Helen Bush, Lou Jr. & Jean 

 by Shirley, Mary Jane & Billy 

                 Pat & Peg Lewandowski 

 by JoAnn, Chad & Beth 

A generous donation to the Advent Food Collection 
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