
 

 

 

Our Lady of Peace Church 

December 27, 2020 



 

 

Parish community of our lady of peace  ●   Turners falls, MA                 DECEMBER 27, 2020 

My dear friends, 

A gritty faith 

 

 For this Feast of the Holy Family I have decided to comment on a set of 

optional readings that are available for the current liturgical year—Year B. The first 

passage, Genesis 15:1-6, 21:1-3, goes back some 1,700 years before Christ to the time of 

the ancient Patriarch, Abraham. It is important to note that all three major monotheistic 

religions (belief in one God)—Judaism, Christianity and Islam—trace their roots to the figure of Abraham. With 

God’s call to Abraham, the Bible’s history of salvation begins. The reading conveys God’s reassurance: “Fear not, 

Abram! I am your shield; I will make your reward very great.” Note that, until God gives Abraham a new mission, 

his older, given name (Abram) is used. 

 

 Abram immediately points to a serious problem; he has no children to receive this great reward. “O 

Lord God, what good will your gifts be, if I keep on being childless and have as my heir the steward of my house, 

Eliezer? See, you have given me no offspring, and so one of my servants will be my heir.” God responds, “No, 

that one shall not be your heir; your own issue shall be your heir.” The Lord then takes Abram outside and says, 

“Look up at the sky and count the stars, if you can. Just so shall your descendants be.” 

 

 I remember when I first heard this reading. I recall looking up at the night sky, thinking that this is not 

such a great number. Then, on a camping trip out west, we were in a lightly populated area, at some altitude above 

sea level, in a dark, remote corner of Idaho. During the night I looked up at the sky and, for the first time, saw the 

Milky Way, our home galaxy in all its glory, forming a ribbon of light across the night sky. From my study of 

astronomy I have learned that there are billions of stars just in our home galaxy, and that there are billions upon 

billions of galaxies—far too many to count accurately. Suddenly, God’s promise to Abram started to make a lot of 

sense. His descendants, when you consider all the Jews, Christians and Muslims who have ever lived, and all 

those who will ever live, are indeed countless! 

 

 The final section of the reading records that Sarah, Abraham’s wife became pregnant, and bore a son 

even at a very advanced age. According to tradition, she was about ninety at the time, and Abraham was around 

one hundred. Because of the miraculous intervention of God, God’s promises would indeed come true. 

 

 Our second reading, Hebrews 11:8, 11-12, 17-19, draws out the important aspect of Abraham’s 

character that we are called to imitate: faith. Consider: “By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to 

a place that he was to receive as an inheritance; he went out, not knowing where he was to go. By faith he 

received power to generate even though he was past the normal age—and Sarah herself was sterile—for he 

thought that the one who had made the promise was trustworthy.” Now, within this Advent and Christmas Season, 

we celebrate the role of Mary, who was called to give a miraculous birth without losing her virginity, trusting God 

much as Abraham did, believing that nothing is impossible with God. As descendants of Abraham and Mary, this 

is the kind of gritty faith to which we are called. We may not always understand what is happening to us and our 

world, but we are called to have faith in a truly awesome God. 

 

Prayer List Reminder 

Please continue to provide the names of those in our community who are suffering  

(illness, medical treatment, etc.) and in need of additional prayers by contacting 

 one of the following: Cindy Milewski (413 773.9817), Jim Devlin  

(413 772.6432), or Dottie Pelis (413 659.3360). Updated prayer lists will be in  

the bulletin once a month. 



 

 

 

Saturday, December 26 

4:00P Paul Gallant 

  by Ed & Dot 

Sunday, December 27 

8:00A  Prunier families 

  by Paul  

10:00A Claire Singley 

  by the Senior Choir 

Saturday, January 2 

4:00P Health, grace & blessings for Terri Cote 

     by Bette Henry 

Sunday, January 3 

8:00A  Carolyn Prunier    

  by Genevieve Guy 

10:00A Pam Deery 

  by Marie Putala 

DAILY MASS  

 

Monday, December 28 

8:00A NO MASS 

Tuesday, December 29  

8:00A NO MASS 

Wednesday, December 30 

8:00A John Kiley family 

Thursday, December 31 – New Year’s Eve 

4:00P Phyllis Choleva 

  by Marcia Caloon 

Friday, January 1—New Year’s Day 

10:00A Carolyn Prunier 

  by Paul 
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Our Lady’s Window 

January 1 Joseph Rodovich 

      by his family 

 Gerald Richotte 

  by his family 

 

 

Lord our God, 

You have chosen your servant 

WILLIAM D. BYRNE 

to be a shepherd of your flock. 

Give him a spirit of courage 

and right judgment, 

a spirit of knowledge and love. 

May he build your Church 

as a sign of salvation for the world. 

Amen 

 

MEMORIAL DONATIONS 

In memory of Roland Leveille by his daughter, Cynthia 

Webster; and in memory of Bob Lapinski by the Vassilios, 

and Susan & Rosa Arvanitis. 

WEEKLY COLLECTION 

December 13, 2020 

 

Regular collection/mail      $2,100.00 

On-line                                  $814.00 

Thank you for your continued support especially  

during the pandemic. 

2021 Boxes of Contribution Envelopes are available before 

and after Mass at the rectory porch entrance or come to the 

rectory Monday thru Thursday 8:30A-12:00P. 

The Most Reverend William Draper Byrne, D.D.  

the Tenth Bishop of Springfield  

Installed December 14, 2020  

St. Michael’s Cathedral 
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