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Parish community of our lady of peace  ●   Turners falls, MA                 January 10, 2021 

My dear friends, 

 

We are wonderfully, fearfully made! 

 

This weekend we celebrate the Baptism of the Lord, and since many of us were baptized as infants, 

I thought it would be good for us to review what happened at our own baptism. All of us entered 

the Church community by means of baptism, when water was poured on our heads, and we were baptized “in the name of 

the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.” At the beginning of the ceremony, parents are addressed: “You have 

asked to have your child baptized. In doing so you are accepting the responsibility of training him/her in the practice of the 

faith. It will be your duty to bring up your child to keep God’s commandments as Christ taught us, by loving God and 

neighbor. Do you clearly understand what you are undertaking?” Since infants cannot speak, it is parents and godparents 

who make the baptismal commitment on their behalf, and agree to work with God in the Christian formation of their 

children. 

 

Next, the celebrant, parents and godparents trace a cross on the forehead of the one to be baptized. This is a reminder that, 

from that moment on, we belong to Jesus Christ. In explaining this part of the Rite to parents and godparents, I often 

compare it to the branding of animals (a somewhat homely image). When an animal is branded, this is to make clear to 

whom the animal belongs.  

 

The water used in the Sacrament of Baptism is blessed during the ceremony (except during the Easter Season, when some of 

the water blessed at Easter is preserved for use in baptisms). The prayer of blessing is a beautiful reflection on the 

significance of water throughout salvation history: “Father, you give us grace through sacramental signs, which tell us of the 

wonders of your unseen power. In baptism we use your gift of water, which you have made a rich symbol of the grace you 

give us in this sacrament. At the very dawn of creation your Spirit breathed on the waters, making them the wellspring of all 

holiness. The waters of the great flood you made a sign of the waters of baptism, that make an end to sin and a new 

beginning of goodness. Through the waters of the Red Sea you led Israel out of slavery, to be an image of God’s holy 

people, set free from sin by baptism. In the waters of the Jordan your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Spirit. 

You willed that water and blood should flow from his side as he hung upon the cross. After his resurrection he told this 

disciples: ‘Go out and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.’ 

Father, look now with love upon your Church, and unseal for her the fountain of baptism. By the power of the Spirit give to 

the water of this font the grace of your Son. You created us in your own likeness: cleanse us from sin in a new birth to 

innocence by water and the Spirit. We ask you, Father, with your Son to send the Holy Spirit upon the water of this font. 

May all who are buried with Christ in the death of baptism rise also with him to newness of life. We ask this through Christ 

our Lord. Amen.” 

 

In the early church, baptisms were performed by immersion, thus symbolizing our joining Jesus in his Paschal Mystery of 

dying (going down into the water) and rising (reemerging from the water), from old ways to a new, redeemed life in Christ. 

When Jesus comes up out of the water in today’s gospel, he hears the voice of the Father from heaven: “You are my beloved 

Son; with you I am well pleased.” At our baptism God rejoices in a similar way: you are my beloved son, my beloved 

daughter. Baptism celebrates the miracle of our birth as a beloved child, the crowning achievement of God’s creation. Each 

of us has a God-given dignity, a God-given right to exist. In the words of the Psalmist we are “wonderfully, fearfully 

made” (Psalm 139:13-14).  

Once again we will be collecting Valentine cards 

for our parish homebound and those who live in 

area nursing facilities. You may buy or make the 

cards and bring them to the church at weekend 

Masses where there will be collection boxes at 

the side entrance.  

DEADLINE IS SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 7! 

 



 

 

 

Saturday, January 9 

4:00P Flora Wright 

     by Fr. Stan, Fr. Goni & the rectory staff 

Sunday, January 10 

8:00A  Claire Singley    

  by George & Lina Roberge 

10:00A John Collins 

  by Beverly Dunlap 

Saturday, January 16 

4:00P Phyllis Choleva 

     by her family 

Sunday, January 17 

8:00A  John Bak    

  by Paul & Emily 

10:00A Frank Galvis 

  by Jackie & Mark 

DAILY MASS  

 

Monday, January 11 

8:00A Clarence Welcome 

  by Charlotte Choleva & family 

Tuesday, January 12 

8:00A Sophie Cade 

  by her family 

Wednesday, January 13 

8:00A John Judson 

  by Jim & Mary Gene Devlin family 

Thursday, January 14 

8:00A No Intention 

Friday, January 15  

8:00A Holy Communion Service 
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Our Lady’s Window 

January 13     Gladys O’Shea, 20th anniversary   

                              by Gladys Lapinski 

January  15    Grace W ikowski, 21st anniversary 

                               by Gladys Lapinski           

 

 

MEMORIAL DONATIONS 

In memory of Loretta Demers by Ryan & Bonnie  

Spanswick and in memory of Agnes Zaniewski by Doug & 

Joyce Muehlberg. 

WEEKLY COLLECTION 

January 3, 2021 

Regular collection/mail           $3,187.00 

On-line                                        $979.00 

Thank you for your continued support especially  

during the pandemic. 

 

Ste. Cecile Society 1902-2020 

President Yvette Bissell and Vice-President Peggy 

Sevrens notified the parish that “with heavy hearts 

we have made the agonizing decision to disband the 

Ste. Cecile Society after 118 years. This is a truly 

heartbreaking decision but we feel it is the right deci-

sion because we were unable to have any meetings 

and to celebrate our 118th anniversary in 2020 due to 

the pandemic.:” In response, Fr. Stan wrote, “The 

Ste. Cecile Society did a great deal to preserve the 

French-Canadian heritage, language and culture. You 

helped many high school graduates with scholarships 

and you helped the Church and Ste. Anne’s Cemetery 

with contributions for special projects. You also gave 

a living witness of how each generation stands on the 

shoulders of those who came before, and then builds 

from there, always adapting to the new while main-

taining important traditions. Now the time has come 

to say, “Adieu”, to cherish and give thanks for all the 

blessings and memories “ 

2021 Boxes of Contribution Envelopes are available before 

and after Mass at the rectory porch entrance or come to the 

rectory Monday thru Thursday 8:30A-12:00P. 



 Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 • Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 • www.4lpi.com Our Lady of Peace, Turners Falls, MA 04-0036

525 Bernardston Road
Greenfield, MA 01301

413.773.3686
www.gilmoreandfarrell.com

Timothy Farrell
President

Cell: 413.433.7170
tfarrell@gilmoreandfarrell.com

You get a good deal every 
day at Dillon Chevrolet.

DILLON
54 Main Street, Greenfield

773-3678
www.dillonchevrolet.com

CARS • SUV’s 
& TRUCKS

Farren  
Care Center

340 Montague City Road
Turners Falls, MA 01376

413-774-3111

trinityhealthseniorcommunities.org/farren-care-center

Our Lady of Peace

“With Love and Prayers
for our Parish”

McCarthy
FUNERAL HOME

John C. Davis, Owner/Director
Greenfield • Turners Falls

(413) 774-4808
www.mccarthyfuneralhomes.com

A complete line of quality
services for your home

or business
(413) 774-2604

info@snowandsons.com 
www.snowandsons.com

Snow and Sons
Landscaping

KostansKi
Funeral Home
Turners Falls • 863-2447

Greenfield • 773-9515
A Family Business
Serving The Area

For 65 Years
www.kostanskifuneralhome.com

ONE CALL DOES IT ALL
1.800.628.1900 | sandri.com

400 CHAPMAN ST, GREENFIELD, MA

FUEL OIL
KEROSENE
PROPANE

WOOD PELLETS
GAS & DIESEL

PLUMBING
HEATING & COOLING

SALES & SERVICE

413-772-0846
www.bete.com | Greenfield

Fire Protection &  
Suppression Nozzles

SINCE 1950 

Judy McNee • jmcnee@4LPi.com • (800) 477-4574 x6451 


