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My dear friends, 

 

One of my personal heroes is Joseph de Veuster, who in religious life chose the name Father 

Damien, and became known to the world as Damien the Leper. He was born in Tremolo, 

Belgium—not far from the University where I studied for four years. I had the honor of being 

ordained a deacon in the church where Damien’s body is entombed. Damien wanted to become a 

missionary, and so he joined a religious order and was sent to Hawaii. Once there, he found a 

vocation within a vocation, and served for many years among the lepers on the island of Molokai. Living a heroic life of 

devotion to the lepers, Damien labored long hours to give the members of his flock a sense of dignity and purpose. He also 

called world attention to the deplorable conditions in which the lepers were expected to live. Damien is now a Saint of the 

Catholic Church. 

 

I was reminded of Fr. Damien by the readings for this Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time. Our first passage, Leviticus 13:1-2, 

44-46, comes from a legal section of the Bible, dealing with laws regarding leprosy. According to the text, it was the role of 

priests to oversee the rules regarding this highly contagious disease. “If someone has on his skin a scab or pustule or blotch 

which appears to be the sore of leprosy, he shall be brought to Aaron, the priest [and brother of Moses], or to one of the 

priests among his descendants. If the man is leprous and unclean, the priest shall declare him unclean by reason of the sore 

on his head.” It should be noted that the definition of “leprosy” in the ancient world was unclear; not only could it have been 

what became known as Hansen’s disease, but other skin conditions as well. 

 

What made the declaration of leprosy particularly painful was the exclusion and isolation that it caused. The reading from the 

law continues: “The one who bears the sore of leprosy shall keep his garments rent and his head bare, and shall muffle his 

beard; he shall cry out ‘Unclean, unclean!’ As long as the sore is on him he shall declare himself unclean, sine he is in fact 

unclean. He shall dwell apart, making his abode outside the camp.” In addition, a common understanding was that leprosy 

was an indication of punishment by God, which made it a moral burden. 

 

Our gospel reading, Mark 1:40-45, presents the encounter of Jesus with a leper. Let me point out that, according to the 

religious law, in addition to the fear of contagion, it was forbidden to touch a leper because it would make the individual 

unclean as well. And so, a leper approaches Jesus, cautiously and humbly (which he, by law was forbidden to do), and asks a 

question in a tentative way: “A leper came to Jesus and kneeling down begged him and said, ‘If you wish, you can make me 

clean.’ Moved with pity, he [Jesus] stretched out his hand, touched him, and said to him, ‘I do will it. Be made clean.’ The 

leprosy left him immediately, and he was made clean.”  

 

For Jesus, compassion and mercy proved to be more important—doing the loving thing was more important—than the letter 

of the law. But he goes on to acknowledge the role of the priestly class: “See that you tell no one anything, but go, show 

yourself to the priest and offer for your cleansing what Moses prescribed; that will be proof for them.” Of course, everyone 

found out what had happened. The people started following Jesus in great numbers, but the members of the religious 

establishment found him suspect because he did not follow the law rigorously. Nevertheless, Jesus claimed that he had come 

to announce God’s love and mercy, as evidenced in healing, forgiveness, compassion and re-creating the community of 

God’s people by seeking out those who were lost, those who were left out, and restoring them to the fullness of life and joy 

that God intended. 

 

The season of Lent will begin  

FEBRUARY 17  

and Masses with the distribution of ashes will be at 

8:00A & 6:00P. We will have a drive-thru in the 

parking lot from11:00A-12:00P. 

 



 

 

Saturday, February 13 

4:00P Helen Wesolowski 

     by Diane Tabor 

Sunday, February 14 

8:00A  The Musiak family 

  by Lillian Prunier 

10:00A Camilla Lusco 

  by Marcia Caloon 

Saturday, February 20   Stations of the Cross 3:00P 

4:00P Tim Trenholm 

     by Jackie Galvis 

Sunday, February 21 

8:00A  Loretta Demers 

  by Our Lady of Peace Women’s Group 

10:00A David Routhier 

  by Mary & family 

DAILY MASS  

 

Monday, February 15 

8:00A Deceased members of the McAuliffe family  

  by Jim & Judy 

Tuesday, February 16 

8:00A Bill Mroz 

     by Marie & family 

Thursday, February 18 

8:00A Jennie Choleva 28th anniversary 

  by her family 

Friday, February 19  

8:00A Holy Communion Service 
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Our Lady’s Window 

 

February 14     Frances Cassidy 

           by Ron & Connie Sicard 

 

IDEAS TO LIVE LENT 2021  

and foods to donate to the Community Meals Project 

February 17     Receive ashes at Mass                                  

February 18     Create a sacred place for daily prayer            

February 19     Schedule prayer in your daily calendar             

February 20….Pray for people you love and hold dear                                           

February 21     Pray for people you don’t love or like       

February 22     Pray for yourself and your needs            

February 23     Write a prayer of gratitude 

                        Add to your shopping list: 

                                  Pasta & spaghetti sauce 

WEEKLY COLLECTION 

February 7, 2021 

Regular collection/mail               $3,530.00 

On-line                                           $679.00 

Thank your for your continued support of our parish! 

A SPECIAL BIRTHDAY? 

UP-COMING GRADUATION? 

ANNIVERSARY? 

CONGRATULATIONS ON A 

NEW JOB? 

Contact Marguerite and we 

will send a card marking the 

special occasion. Remember 

to call 863.2585 ext. 103 in 

advance so we can guarantee that your card arrives  

on time. 

ASH WEDNESDAY 

 

Wednesday, February 17 

8:00A  Pat Caloon 

  by John Caloon 

6:00P  Urgent distribution of COVID vaccine 

 

STATIONS OF THE CROSS with Deacon Joe will be  

offered on the Saturdays of Lent at 3:00P. All are invited to 

spend this time of prayerful reflection to deepen their  

relationship with God and to experience the spirit of the season. 

Unloading boxes of food from the WMass Food Bank 

LET US KNOW if you or  a family member  are hospitalized, 

recovering at home or in an area nursing facility so that we may 

call and send a card. You may want to put the person’s name on 

our parish Prayer Line. 
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