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My dear friends,�

�

I am the vine, you are the branches�

�

Our first readings for this Easter Season have been taken from the Acts of the Apostles, a kind of faith history 

of the development of the early church. We began with a depiction of the ideal Christian community in which 

the power of the resurrection had an amazing effect: the people were of one heart and one mind, and things 

were held in common so that “there was no needy person among them” (see Acts 4:32�35). Next, we explored the role of Peter, who has 

now overcome his initial fear to the extent that he brings an indictment for the peoples’ actions: “You denied the Holy and Righteous One 

and asked that a murderer be released to you. The author of life you put to death, but God raised him from the dead; of this we are 

witnesses. Now I know, brothers, that you acted out of ignorance, just as your leaders did…” (see Acts 3:13�19). Last week, Peter was 

featured once again, speaking in defense of a good deed done for a cripple: “you and all the people of Israel should know that it was in 

the name of Jesus Christ the Nazarene whom you crucified, whom God raised from the dead; in his name this man stands before you 

healed” (see Acts 4:8�12).�

�

This week’s first reading, Acts 9:26�31, brings in the other great Apostle, Paul. Before the name change when Paul became the great 

defender of Christianity, he was known by his given name, Saul. As a zealous Pharisee, Saul thought that those following Jesus Christ 

were heretics, and so he persecuted Christians. One day, on the road to Damascus, the risen Christ appeared to him, asking, “Saul, Saul, 

why are you persecuting me?” This shows the intimate relationship of Christ with his followers; he is being persecuted in them. Our 

passage begins with the early relationship of the transformed disciple with the community: “When Saul arrived in Jerusalem he tried to 

join the disciples, but they were all afraid of him, not believing that he was a disciple. Then Barnabas took charge of him and brought him 

to the apostles, and he reported to them how he had seen the Lord, and that he had spoken to him, and how in Damascus he had spoken 

out boldly in the name of Jesus.” Thus, we see the power of the resurrection at work again. The risen Lord was able to take the greatest 

persecutor of the Church and turn him into one of its greatest defenders and missionaries. Paul, as he came to be known, would take on 

several missionary journeys, largely expanding the geographic area in which the name of Jesus Christ, the risen One, came to be known.�

�

We find a similar progression in the gospel readings for this Easter Season�passages that explore, from a variety of angles, who this 

risen Jesus is. On the Second Sunday of Easter Christ was presented as the living Lord, whose wounds provided proof for the doubting 

Thomas, leading the Apostle to declare Jesus’ identity: “My Lord and my God!” (see John 20:19�31). On the Third Sunday of Easter 

Jesus appeared to the Apostles as a group, once again proving that he was alive and for real, showing them his wounded hands and side, 

and eating a peace of fish in their presence. He then gave them their mission to bring to the world: “You are witnesses of these things.” It 

should be noted that the passage begins with the two disciples in the Emmaus account giving their testimony of how the risen Jesus 

revealed himself to them in a Eucharistic setting: “The two disciples recounted what had taken place on the way, and how Jesus was 

made known to them in the breaking of the bread” (see Luke 24:35�48). Then last week our gospel reading identified the risen Jesus as 

the Good Shepherd: “I am the good shepherd, and I know mine and mine know me” (see John 10:11�18).�

�

On this Fifth Sunday of Easter John presents a new way of understanding the risen Lord, as the true vine (John 15:1�8). Jesus says, “I am 

the true vine, and my Father is the vine grower. He takes away every branch in me that does not bear fruit, and every one that does he 

prunes so that it bears more fruit. You are already pruned because of the word that I spoke to you. Remain in me, as I remain in you. Just 

as a branch cannot bear fruit on its own unless it remains on the vine, so neither can you unless you remain in me.”�

�

Once again, we see that Jesus uses an image from the everyday world of his early followers, many of whom were fishermen, farmers and 

herders. With the images of his stories and comparisons, he wants his disciples to understand how intimately they are related to him and 

to each other. Christians are part of the same vine from which they receive life and every gift they need to be productive and happy. Over 

and over, we are reminded that communion with the Lord is our strength, and community is very important to Jesus Christ. Our faith is 

not solitary. We are much more than a one�to�one relationship with God. We are God’s beloved, called to imitate the Lord, sharing life 

and making sure that no one is left out. Jesus is the life�giving vine, we are the branches. We are the Lord’s community, his Church.�

Tickets are available by contacting: Dan Arsenault (413) 774�5258), Lou Grader (413) 774�2848, Bob Wanczyk (413) 774�2465, Joe Ruscio (413) 

768�9876, Paul Doran (413) 522�1800 or Jay Dillon (413�325�5620).�
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Saturday, April 24�

7:30A� Mary Piurkowski� �

� � by Michelle Turner�

Sunday, April 25�

8:00A� Deceased members of the Hamelin family�

� � by Paul Prunier�

10:00A� Mike & Helen Sokolosky�

� � by the Eichorn family 

Saturday, May 8�

4:00P� John Pelis, Jr.� �

� � by his wife, Marilyn�

Sunday, May 9�

8:00A�  Deceased members of the Bucci & �

� Cotton families�

� � by Dcn Joe & family�

10:00A       Fathers Stan & Goni�

� � by Dcn Joe & family 

DAILY MASS  

 

Monday, May 3�

8:00A� Grace & blessings for Addison Bergeron�

� � by Dennis & Cyndee�

Tuesday, May 4�

8:00A� Leo Woznakewicz�

� � by Steve & Marcia Caloon�

Wednesday, May 5�

8:00A� Grace & blessings for Connor Bergeron�

� � by Dennis & Cyndee�

Thursday, May 6�

8:00A� Grace & blessings for Jill Mackin Betters�

� � by the Eichorn family�

Friday, May 7�

8:00A� Holy Communion Service�
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WEEKLY COLLECTION�

April 25, 2021�

Regular collection & mail� $1,407.00�

On�line� � �    $434.00�

Your continued support is greatly appreciated!�

LAST CALL! Applications are available for (2) $1,000 

scholarships from Our Lady of Peace Women’s Group 

Deadline is May 7. Email Cathy Marcum for applications 

cmarcum102@comcast.net. �

�

WOMEN’S GROUP will meet on Tuesday, May 4 in the 

church hall at 6:00P. This the first meeting since the COVID 

shut down. Please attend if you are comfortable. (If not, 

email Cathy for the minutes. Please wear a mask!)�

Annual Mothers’ Day Baby Shower 

Once again we will be collecting items that would be 

typically part of a baby shower and we will distribute 

them to agencies who serve mothers in our area. These 

items may be brought to the church and left near the 

Our Lady of Peace statue. Deadline to �

contribute is Sunday, May 9.�

�

Diapers� � Bonnets/hats�

Wipes� � Shampoo�

Lotion� � A & D ointment�

Powder� � Desitin�

Formula� � Baby rattles�

Bottled food � Toys�

Boxed food� Onsies�

Bibs � � Pacifiers�

Blankets� � Baby bottles & liners�

Socks � � Feeding spoons�

Infant Tylenol� Washcloths�

Crib sheets�� Gift cards�

Nail clippers� Baby soap�

And anything you might enjoy buying!�

Our Lady’s Window 

�

May 8      John Pelis, Jr. from his wife  

�

JOIN US! 

For Bishop William Byrne’s first visit to our parish on �

Saturday, May 8 at the 4:00P Mass.�
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