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May dear friends,�

�

Do we seek God’s wealth�or the world’s?�

�

Our readings for this Twenty�Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time all deal with the subject of wisdom�

God’s wisdom, which as we will see, is often quite different from our ordinary perceptions. The first 

passage, Wisdom 7:7�11, simply extols the blessings of wisdom that are far more rewarding than 

anything this world has to offer. “I prayed, and prudence was given me; I pleaded, and the spirit of wisdom came to me. I 

preferred her to scepter and throne, and deemed riches nothing in comparison with her, nor did I liken any priceless gem to 

her; because all gold, in view of her, is a little sand, and before her, silver is to be accounted mire. Beyond health and 

comeliness I loved her, and I chose to have her rather than the light, because the splendor of her never yields to sleep. Yet all 

good things together came to me in her company, and countless riches at her hands.”�

�

Notice that wisdom is personified as a kind of emanation of God. Wisdom is a gift, something that needs to be prayed and 

pleaded for. Notice, too, that the description of wisdom is beheld with a kind of breathless awe, with the various values of 

this world�power, money and riches�as nothing in comparison to this all�surpassing gift. Finally, at the end of the passage, 

the author suggests that nothing else of true value is lost. The one who aspires to have wisdom will find life truly blessed 

because it is in keeping with the values of the Creator.�

�

The Responsorial Psalm, Psalm 90, echoes the theme of our first reading: “Teach us to number our days aright, that we may 

gain wisdom of heart…Fill us at daybreak with your kindness, that we may shout for joy and gladness all our days….Let 

your work be seen by your servants and your glory by their children.”�

�

Our second reading from the Letter to the Hebrews 4:12�13, offers similar praise to God, but in this case focusing on God’s 

word: “Brothers and sisters: Indeed the word of God is living and effective, sharper than any two�edged sword, penetrating 

even between soul and spirit, joints and marrow, and able to discern reflections and thoughts of the heart. No creature is 

concealed from him, but everything is naked and exposed to the eyes of him to whom we must render an account.” In other 

words, God our maker knows us inside and out, even better than we know ourselves. And so, there is no sense in hiding from 

God, or running away in shame when we know we have done wrong. In our prayer we should approach God openly and 

honestly, striving to gain wisdom, learning the ways of God and seeking to live according to God’s word.�

�

In our gospel for this week, Mark 10:17�30, we find Jesus proposing God’s wisdom, which can be quite demanding and 

difficult to accept. We are told that, “As Jesus was setting out on a journey, a man ran up, knelt down before him, and asked 

him, ‘Good teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?’” Obviously, Jesus’ reputation has spread; not only does the young 

man ask for his teaching, but he also kneels as a mark of respect. Jesus then quotes some of the Ten Commandments as a 

kind of obvious first step in doing the will of God: “You know the commandments: You shall not kill; you shall not commit 

adultery; you shall not steal; you shall not bear false witness; you shall not defraud; honor your father and mother.” The man 

then gives an obviously beautiful reply: “Teacher, all of these I have observed from my youth.” �

�

Seeing that this man appears to be a true seeker of enlightenment and discipleship, Jesus then says, “You are lacking in one 

thing. Go, sell what you have, and give to the poor and you will have treasure in heaven; then come, follow me.” This, 

however, is more than the young man can accept. “At that statement his face fell, and he went away sad, for he had many 

possessions.” He had not learned the lesson of our first reading that God’s wisdom is worth far more than all the riches this 

world can provide.�

�

Finally, at the end of the passage Jesus assures those who have given up everything to follow him that they will be fully 

blessed, not lacking anything, for they will receive “a hundred times more in this present age…and eternal life in the age to 

come.” The gospel has made clear that this world’s wealth has a tremendously alluring power. However, God offers us far 

more, and the choice is now ours. Do we follow as the disciples did, or do we walk away as did the man with worldly 

wealth?�
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FROM THE DESK OF FR. STAN�
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� Knights of Columbus Council 737, � � �

� Our Lady of Peace/Our Lady of Czestochowa, Turners Falls �

� Monthly Meeting: 3

rd

 Wednesday at 6:30 P, Our Lady of Czestochowa�

� Consider Joining � Ask A Knight about Becoming A Member�

�
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Saturday, October 9�Rosary at 3:15P�

4:00P� Deacon Albert Routhier�

� by Mary & family�

Sunday, October 10�

8:00A� The Hamelin/Paul families�

� by Bob & Yvette Bissell�

10:00A� Sandy Weller�

� by Steve & Marcia Caloon�

Saturday, October 16�Rosary at 3:15P�

4:00P� Joan Theroux�

� by her nieces & nephews�

Sunday, October 17�

8:00A� John C. Hahn, Irma Hahn & John A. Hahn�

� by their daughter & sister, Pat Hahn Smith�

10:00A� Sean Connelly�

� by Suzanne, Jack, George, Joan & Ralph�

DAILY MASS  

Monday, October 11�

8:00A� Sr. Bernadette Madore, SSA�

� by Louis Socquet�

Tuesday, October 12�

8:00A� Tom & Nina Dombroski�

� by Mike & Sue Hastings�

Wednesday, October 13�

8:00P� Sophie Piecuch, 10th anniversary�

� by her family�

Thursday, October 14�

8:00A� Sean Connelly �

� by the Community Meals Group�

Friday, � October 15�

� Holy Communion Service�
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PARISH COLLECTIONS�

Weekend of October 3�

Regular             $3,017.00�

On�line              $1,178.00�

Thank you for your generous support of our parish! �
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Our parish donations of non�perishable food and goods are 

given to stock the food pantry at MCSM and help the many 

families in need in our community. �

INTERESTED IN BECOMING A CATHOLIC? �

The RCIA process is for anyone interested in learning 

about Catholicism, becoming a Catholic or receiving the 

sacraments of baptism, First Communion and �

Confirmation. We will meet Sunday, October 17 at 9:00A 

in the rectory. We will not meet Sunday, October 10 due to 

the holiday weekend There is no pressure or commitment. 

For more information, call Marguerite 863.2585 ext. 103.�

Join in praying the rosary each Saturday beginning at 

3:15P. All are welcome!�

DONATIONS in memory of Sandy W eller by Mary 

Figoli; in memory of Theresa W aryas by Jim & Jean Koldis; 

and for the Justice & Peace Commission in memory of Sean 

Connelly by Marie Putala, John & Joanna Saunders, and 

Mengel, Metzger, Barr & Co. �

�

�

Jake the beagle is happy to be part of the Blessing of Animals 

in honor of the feast of St. Francis, patron of creation and all 

creatures.�

CONGRATULATIONS �

to Ralph & Joyce Mankowsky 

who celebrated their 65th wedding 

anniversary on October 6. May 

God continue to bless them now 

and for years to come.�

�
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION Classes will not meet on 

Sunday, October 10 due to Columbus weekend. They will 

resume on October 17 & 24. If you have not registered 

your child or have any questions, call Carol 413 863.4015.�
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