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My dear friends,�

�

The faith and generosity of widows�

�

Our first reading for this Thirty�Second Sunday in Ordinary Time, 1 Kings 17:10�16, brings us back to 

the days of the Old Testament prophet Elijah (ninth century before Christ). Elijah, the lone prophet 

representing the will of the one true God, is in a battle against a whole array of prophets, who represent 

the pagan god Baal. Elijah has foretold that, until the people repent and return to the right path, there will be a severe 

drought. In the midst of this conflict, Elijah is sent to a widow in a small town in what is now Lebanon. “In those days, Elijah 

the prophet went to Zarephath. As he arrived at the entrance of the city, a widow was gathering sticks there.” We learn that 

this region has also been affected by the severe drought. “He called out to her, ‘Please bring me a small cupful of water to 

drink.’ She left to get it, and he called out to her, ‘Please bring me along a bit of bread.’ She answered, ‘As the Lord, your 

God, lives, I have nothing baked; there is only a handful of flour in my jar and a little oil in my jug. Just now I was collecting 

a couple of sticks, to go in and prepare something for myself and my son; when we have eaten it, we shall die.’”�

�

It is helpful to remember that in the patriarchal society of that time, widows were particularly vulnerable. If this widow’s son 

was young, that would mean that she did not have an adult male family member to look after her. The text continues: “Elijah 

said to her, ‘Do not be afraid. Go and do as you propose. But first make me a little cake and bring it to me. Then you can 

prepare something for yourself and your son. For the Lord, the God of Israel, says, ‘The jar of flour shall not go empty, nor 

the jug of oil run dry, until the day when the Lord sends rain upon the earth.’” Can you imagine the level of trust that Elijah 

is asking of this woman, that she share even the little she has in very desperate circumstances? Nonetheless, her trust pays 

off. “She left and did as Elijah had said. She was able to eat for a year, and her son as well; the jar of flour did not go empty, 

nor the jug of oil run dry, as the Lord had foretold through Elijah.” Clearly, a bit of faith can bring miracles!�

�

The verses of the Responsorial Psalm, Psalm 146, celebrate the generous benevolence of God. “The Lord keeps faith forever, 

secures justice for the oppressed, gives food to the hungry. The Lord sets captives free. The Lord gives sight to the blind; the 

Lord raises up those who were bowed down. The Lord loves the just; the Lord protects strangers. The fatherless and the 

widow he sustains, but the way of the wicked he thwarts. The Lord shall reign forever; your God, O Zion, through all 

generations.”�

�

The gospel reading, Mark 12:38�44, presents a “teachable moment.” First, Jesus speaks about the greed that has corrupted 

the ministry of many of the scribes at that time. “Beware of the scribes, who like to go around in long robes and accept 

greetings in the marketplaces, seats of honor in synagogues, and places of honor at banquets. They devour the houses of 

widows and, as a pretext, recite lengthy prayers. They will receive a very severe condemnation.” In the second half of the 

reading Jesus, by contrast, calls attention to the level of faith and trust on the part of a widow, precisely one of those that is 

being taken advantage of by the religious leaders. “He sat down opposite the treasury and observed how the crowd put 

money into the treasury. Many rich people put in large sums. A poor widow also came and put in two small coins worth a 

few cents. Calling his disciples to himself, he said to them, ‘Amen, I say to you, this poor widow put in more than all the 

other contributors to the treasury. For they have all contributed from their surplus wealth, but she, from her poverty, has 

contributed all she had, her whole livelihood.”�

�

Over the years, whenever I have been involved in any kind of fundraising, this passage has served as a warning and helped 

me to keep a proper perspective on what might be called “the spirituality of giving.” When you are dealing with a large 

amount, it is natural to cater to, and call attention to, the super�givers, those who can get things off to a good start. Normally, 

these are the ones who are wined and dined and made a fuss over. This is part of the “normal” process of fundraising. Jesus, 

however, provides a much needed realignment of perspective. Like the two widows in today’s readings, the church is 

fortunate to have the humble salt of the earth, those who give and give without seeking honor or recompense. They have 

much to teach us about trust, as well as the level of faith that underlies our pattern of giving to the church and to the poor.�
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A HUGE THANKS…�

To our Catechists, whose love and creativity were on full display last weekend with exciting Halloween games 

and goodies.�

To the families who donated the treats for all our children.�

To the youth who helped with preparation for the Bazaar, by bringing items from the rectory to the church hall, 

and by assisting with the set�up of tables.�

FROM THE DESK OF FR. STAN�
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Saturday, November 6�Rosary at 3:15P�

4:00P� Alvin & Rena Smith�

� by Mark & Liz�

Sunday, November 7�

8:00A� Paul Socquet, Sr. & Tami Socquet Mayers�

� by their family�

10:00A� Stanley Zaleski�

� by Joe & Vivian Zadroga & family�

Saturday, November 13�Rosary at 3:15P�

4:00P� Edward Pelis, Sr. & Marjorie Petrin�

� by Ed & Dottie Pelis�

Sunday, November 14�

8:00A� Philip “Mitzi” Croteau�

� by Michael Croteau & family�

10:00A� All the names of those who have died that are�

� listed in the All Souls envelopes�

�  

DAILY MASS  

Monday, November 8�

8:00A� John & Anna Piecuch�

� by Michelle Turner�

Tuesday, November 9�

8:00A� James Kiley family�

Wednesday, November 10�

8:00P� No intention�

Thursday, November 11�

8:00A� Albert Beaubien�

� by Paul Prunier�

Friday, � November 12�Holy Communion Service�
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PARISH COLLECTIONS�

Weekend of October 31�

Regular             $2,024.00�

On�line                $574.00�

We appreciate the continued support of your parish! �

RCIA for  anyone interested in learning about �

Catholicism will meet Sunday, November 7, 14 & 21 at 

9:00A in the rectory. Call Marguerite 863.2585 ext. 103.�

�

Our Lady’s Window�

November 6�

Lola Ball�

by her granddaughter, Betty�

November 10�

“Semper fi, Bob”�

November 13�

William Wykowski�

by Gladys Lapinski�

AFTER�SCHOOL PROGRAM at 

Montague Catholic Social Ministries 

is in need of snacks for the kids. The 

school day is long and snacks are 

appreciated.�
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All the fun of dressing up for Halloween. BOO!�
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