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My dear friends,�

The themes of the Gospel of Luke�

�

On this Third Sunday of Advent, our readings bid us to rejoice, to turn to God for the fulfillment 

of our needs, and to discover that it is only in God that our souls will find rest. Our guide for this 

relatively new liturgical year (Year C in the Lectionary) is the author of the third Gospel, Luke. I 

wanted to reflect on the significant themes and nuances of the life of Christ that are highlighted 

by Luke.�

�

First, it is interesting to note that Luke highlights the role of women in the story of salvation. For example, while the Gospel 

of Matthew focuses primarily on the role of Joseph in the infancy narrative, Luke concentrates on the role of Mary. It is in 

Luke that we find the account of the Annunciation in which the Angel Gabriel asks Mary to be the mother of the Son of God 

(Luke 1:26�38), which is followed by the story of Mary’s visitation to her older cousin Elizabeth (Luke 1:39�56). It is 

Elizabeth who speaks the familiar words we find in the Hail Mary: “Blest are you among women and blest is the fruit of your 

womb” (1:42).�

�

Second, Luke focuses a great deal of attention on the poor. While Matthew contains the narrative about the Magi coming 

from the East to find the newborn King of the Jews (Matthew 2:1�12), in Luke the message of salvation is made known to 

those near the bottom of society, shepherds, who are brought “tidings of great joy to be shared by all the people” (Cfr. Luke 

2:8�20). Also, Luke’s version of the Beatitudes is strikingly different from that in Matthew, with a greater emphasis on those 

who are physically and materially poor: “Blest are you poor; the reign of God is yours. Blest are you who hunger; you shall 

be filled. Blest are you who are weeping; you shall laugh. Blest shall you be when men hate you, when they ostracize you 

and insult you and proscribe your name as evil because of the Son of Man” (Luke 6:20�23).�

�

Third, Luke emphasizes the role of the Holy Spirit as the orchestrator of the great events that are described in the third 

Gospel. For example, when Jesus is brought to the temple one week after his birth, one of the memorable characters 

introduced is the elderly Simeon. Luke writes, “There lived in Jerusalem at that time a certain man named Simeon. He was 

just and pious, and awaited the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. It was revealed to him by the Holy 

Spirit that he would not experience death until he had seen the Anointed of the Lord. He came to the temple now, inspired by 

the Spirit…” (Cfr. Luke 2:25�35). A couple of chapters later, we find the Lucan version of Jesus’ temptation in the desert. 

Here’s how the story begins: “Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, then returned from the Jordan and was conducted by the Spirit 

into the desert for forty days, where he was tempted by the devil” (Luke 4:1�2).�

�

Fourth, we find in the Gospel of Luke a great emphasis on the pardoning of sinners. For example, there is the story of the 

Penitent Woman: “There was a certain Pharisee who invited Jesus to dine with him. Jesus went to the Pharisee’s home and 

reclined to eat. A woman known in the town to be a sinner learned that he was dining in the Pharisee’s home. She brought in 

a vase of perfumed oil and stood behind him at his feet, weeping so that her tears fell upon her feet. Then she wiped them 

with her hair, kissing them and perfuming them with the oil.” After the Pharisee complains about her improper presence, 

Jesus teaches that her many sins are forgiven “because of her great love” (Cfr. Luke 7:36�50). Another example of the very 

public forgiveness of a person considered a public sinner is that of the tax collector Zacchaeus (Luke 19:1�10), which ends 

with Jesus’ pronouncement that “the Son of Man has come to search out and save what was lost.”�

�

Fifth, Luke’s gospel is full of the joy that is brought by the Messiah Jesus. After Jesus cures a paralyzed man, the reaction of 

the crowd is reported by Luke. “At once the man stood erect before them. He picked up the mat he had been lying on and 

went home praising God. At this they were all seized with astonishment. Full of awe, they gave praise to God, saying, ‘We 

have seen incredible things today!’” (Luke 5:25�26). At the end of Jesus listing of the Beatitudes in Luke, when he speaks of 

the poor being ostracized and insulted, he concludes, “On the day they do so, rejoice and exult, for your reward shall be great 

in heaven. Thus it was that their fathers treated the prophets” (Luke 6:23).�

�

This Third Sunday of Advent, with the lighting of the pink candle on the Advent Wreath, is all about joy! The Latin name for 

this Sunday was Gaudete, the plural command: Everybody, rejoice! We find the theme in our first reading: “Shout for joy, O 

daughter Zion! Sing joyfully, Israel! Be glad and exult with all your heart, O daughter Jerusalem! The Lord has removed the 

judgment against you…” (Zephaniah 3:14�18). The Responsorial Psalm has the refrain, “Cry out with joy and gladness, for 

among you is the great and Holy One of Israel.” And in the second reading, Paul advises the Christians of Philippi, “Brothers 

and sisters: Rejoice in the Lord always. I shall say it again: rejoice!” (Philippians 4:4�7). �

�

No matter what tries to bring us down, either in our personal lives or in the world at large, our Scripture bids us to find joy in 

the salvation that is ours�a joy that only God can give and that no one can steal away.�
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Saturday, December 11�Rosary at 3:15P�

4:00P� John & Eva Crowley�

� by Tami O’Malley�

Sunday, December 12�

8:00A� Joe & Marie Bucci�

� by the Bucci family �

10:00A� Jim Viens 5th anniversary�

� by his family�

Saturday, December 18�Rosary at 3:15P�

4:00P� Robert Jablonski�

� by his wife & family�

Sunday, December 19 �

8:00A� Sr. Irene Socquet, SSA�

� by her family �

10:00A� Hap & Rose Dunican�

� by their daughters�

 

DAILY MASS  

Monday, December 13�

8:00A� Souls in Purgatory�

� by John Caloon�

Tuesday, December 14�

8:00A� Walter Kostanski, Jr. in honor of his birthday�

� by Virginia & family�

Wednesday, December 15�

8:00A� Artie & Annie Cotton �

� by the Bucci family�

Thursday, December 16�

8:00A� Stanley Choleva 5th anniversary�

� Julianne “Babe” Sak 22nd anniversary�

� by their family�

Friday, � December 17�Holy Communion Service�
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PARISH COLLECTIONS�

�

Weekend of December 5�

Regular             $4,16700�

On�line                $959.00�

�

We appreciate the continued support of your parish!�

RCIA for  anyone interested in learning about �

Catholicism will meet Sunday, December 12 & 19 at 9:00A 

in the rectory. Call Marguerite 863.2585 ext. 103.�

Our Lady’s Window�

�

December 9�

Marleen Barrett�

by her family�

December 11�

Louise (Ball) Mroz�

by Mitch Jr. & Betty�

December 18�

Ruth Arnold�

by her daughters�

AFTER�SCHOOL PROGRAM �

at Montague Catholic Social �

Ministries is in need of snacks for 

the kids. The school day is long 

and snacks are appreciated.�

WOMEN’S GROUP will meet 

Tuesday, December 14 at 6:00P in 

the church hall. Members are asked 

to bring gifts for the homeless shel-

ter. Gifts must be wrapped and 

marked with the size for a manor 

women. They are in need of socks, 

underwear, t�shirts, and personal 

hygiene items. Bring some goodies to share!�

CHRISTMAS MASS SCHEDULE�

�

Christmas Eve�

Friday, December 24� �

Children’s Mass          4:00P�

Mass at “Midnight”     9:00P�

Christmas Day�

Saturday, December 25�

Mass 10:00A�

�

Sunday, December 26�

Mass 8:00A�

Mass 10:00A�

�

NEW YEAR’S MASS SCHEDULE�

New Year’s Eve�

Friday, December 31�

Mass 4:00P�

New Year’s Day�

Saturday, January 1, 2022�

Mass 10:00A�

�

EPIPHANY�

Saturday, January 1�

Mass 4:00P�

Sunday, January 2�

Mass 8:00A�

Mass 10:00A�

Classes will meet Sunday, �

December 12 but will not 

meet Sunday, December 19, 26 

and January 2.Our  Chr ist-

mas celebration for children 

and their families will be Satur-

day, December 18 at 10:30A. We will be entertained by Ed 

Popielarczyk, a magician who will make everyone laugh!�
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