
19th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

 

As Prince George's County gradually reopens, we are able to resume in-person 

Masses with a modified schedule and for a limited capacity.   Additionally, we will 

continue our Virtual Zoom liturgies.   Due to capacity restrictions, sign-up is re-

quired for attendance at in-person liturgies.  Enroll in our Flocknote communica-

tions system on our parish website to receive parish notifications regarding how 

to sign-up for in-person Masses, links for our continued Virtual Zoom liturgies, and 

parish announcements.  www.stjosephbeltsville.org 

 

Modified Liturgy Schedule 

Saturday:  5:00pm (Virtual Zoom Mass) 

Sunday:  8:30am (Sign-up Required) 

                  11:00am (Sign-up Required) 

Tuesday:  8:00am (Virtual Zoom Mass) 

Wednesday:  7:00-8:00pm (Virtual Zoom Eucharistic Holy Hour) 

Thursday:  8:00am (Virtual Zoom Mass) 

Friday:  8:00am (Sign-up Required) 

Confessions 

Saturday:  8:30-10:00am (in the Church Sanctuary) 

Food Pantry 

Saturday:  8:30-10:00am (in front of the Church) 

St. Joseph Catholic Church 

11007 Montgomery Road 

Beltsville, MD  20705 

(301) 937-7183 



Fr. Andrew Wakefield_Homily_18th Sunday of OT. Year A.       Gospel: Matthew 14:13-21 

 In our Gospel today, we hear of the familiar miracle that Jesus performs of multiplying the loaves and fishes into 
an abundance for the vast crowd that has followed Him.   This miracle, recounted in all four gospels, makes clear over-
tures to the Eucharistic feast we celebrate every Sunday, and Jesus’s gestures of taking, blessing, breaking, and giving 
the loaves to the disciples who in turn distribute to the vast crowd are the same gestures of our feast.   The Eucharist, the 
‘source and summit’ of our lives, is central to whom we are as followers of Jesus.  And the Eucharist is the most divine 
gift we could be given, for in the Eucharist, we are united physically and tangibly with our Lord, we share in His very 
life, an experience of Heaven!  ‘Absence makes the heart grow fonder’ Shakespeare wrote, and perhaps a blessing over 
these months of the pandemic has been the reminder for us of the gift of the Eucharist, a gift that unites us as the Church, 
past, present and future.  We honor that gift by preparing ourselves to receive our Lord in humility and respect. 

 And what the Eucharist reminds us, in the most profound way, is that our faith is premised, fundamentally, on 
the gratuitousness of God; the gratuitousness of His love poured out on the cross and in the Eucharist as Jesus allows 
Himself to be broken for us.  And it is the gratuitousness of God’s love that gives meaning and purpose to our lives, for 
by virtue of our baptism, we are each vessels His love for others, our friends and family, strangers we pass by, even 
those whom we struggle to love.  Just as Jesus forgives those who persecute Him, we are called to extend the mercy and 
forgiveness we receive from our Lord to others.    

 There is also a beautiful image for us to ponder in our Gospel today that although seems simply part of the narra-
tive background leading to Jesus’s miracle, reflects a beautiful truth about our lives: the need for us to withdraw away by 
ourselves simply to be with the Lord.  Life is so full, and especially these days when we carry so many worries on our 
hearts, we need to withdraw at times and simply be with the Lord; we need to be refreshed in His gratuitous love and 
strengthened with a renewed sense, deep within, that He is with us.  We withdraw not to be isolated and avoid others-
although of course social distancing is not only necessary these days but it is a sign of love for others-we withdraw from 
our hectic lives to slow down and take stock with the Lord.  

 Our Gospel today begins by telling us, “When Jesus heard of the death of John the Baptist, He withdrew in a 
boat to a deserted place by himself.”   I find this image of Jesus in a boat by Himself going to a deserted place so mov-
ing, so real, for it speaks to a need we have to reflect on our experiences and process what is going on in our world.    It 
must have been heartbreaking for Jesus to hear the news of the death of His cousin John, and I imagine that in His pain, 
Jesus needed to step away from the crowds that greeted Him everywhere to take stock and reflect upon where He had 
been, where He was going, as well as to grieve John’s death.  The Eucharistic miracle He would soon enact for the 
crowds are a clear sign of His divinity certainly, but we have to remember that He was fully human, just like us, and He 
must have needed His own space and time to be with the Father in solitude, in His pain, in prayer.  And although the 
crowds followed Him and He is moved with pity for them, I imagine that His time alone in that boat, no matter how 
short it may have been, was a moment of rest, a moment to find a renewed sense of purpose and direction amid the com-
plexities of His life.  This image of Jesus alone in a boat deeply resonates with me, as I find a sense of peace out on the 
water.  One of my favorite places to be is on the lake near my parents’ cottage, and that time out on the water allows me 
just to be, reflecting on my joys and my struggles, but always with the Lord.  There is a sense of vastness out on the wa-
ter, out there under the big sky, but a vastness the Lord fills, when we allow ourselves to sit with Him. 

 My friends, we all need those moments of calm and reflection as Jesus did, and perhaps during these difficult 
and uncertain times, the need for us to withdraw and simply be with the Lord in prayer, even metaphorically, is so im-
portant.   And the Lord’s gratuitous love is there for us, always: “All you who are thirsty, come to the water!  You who 
have no money, come, receive grain and eat; Come without paying and without cost, drink wine and milk!” the prophet 
Isaiah tells us in his poetic words from our 1st reading.   The prophet’s words are a reminder that we need never fear go-
ing to Him, our Lord, for His love is unconditional.  God’s love is what renews us and satisfies us, and we need to allow 
ourselves to be filled with His love in order to go back out into the busyness of our lives.  We cannot give to others what 
we do not have, and so we cannot truly love others if we do not allow the Lord’s love to touch our hearts, and His love is 
there for us, always. 

 And we go to the Lord with everything that weighs on us; our blessings and joys certainly-and we need to recog-
nize the gifts God gives us-but we also go to Him with our fears and our pains.  For we know in faith, as St. Paul de-
clares, “neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor present things, not future things, nor powers, nor height, 
nor depth, nor any other creature will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.”  Perhaps we 
are like Jesus these days, too, so many things are unsettling, perhaps certain things have even broken our hearts, and like 
Him, we need to withdraw by ourselves away from the crowds of our lives, to wrestle with everything and contemplate 
where we are, where are we going.  For by withdrawing to be with the Lord, we allow His love to calm our storms and 
nourish us deep within our souls.  May we never cease to come to Him, and with Him, find the deepest truth of all-the 
truth of His unconditional, abiding love that nothing can separate us from! 
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THIS SPACE IS

LET US PLACE 
YOUR AD HERE.

JOHN B. KINCAID, CPA
INCOME TAX, BUSINESS AND

PERSONAL ACCOUNTING
SERVICES

(301) 441-9300 Phone
john.johnbkincaidcpa@comcast.net

 8951 Edmonston Rd Fl 2 | Greenbelt, MD
Catholic Business Network

For more information
call LPI Today 800-477-4574

PLUMBING & HEATING
W.H. WINEGAR & SON

301-384-5818
Family Owned & Operated Since 1971

Water Heaters • Boilers
PlumBing Fixtures

electric Drain service
rePairs anD installations

MR T’S JANITORIAL
SERVICE COMPANY, Inc.
CONTRACT CLEANING SPECIALISTS

7500 ADELPHI ROAD
HYATTSVILLE, MARYLAND 20783

TELEPHONE 301-919-4100

Please support our advertisers and 
mention you saw their ad here.

This Space 
is Available

LET US PLACE 
YOUR AD HERE.
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Compliments Of Orndorff & Spaid Inc.
Specializing in all types of Commercial 

and Industrial Roofing

(301) 937-5911
www.osroofing.com

Proud Vendor of St Joseph Church

Traditional Funerals • Cremation Services
Family Owned & Operated

www.borgwardtfuneralhome.com
4400 Powder Mill Road • Beltsville, MD

301-937-1707

Donald V. Borgwardt
FUNERAL HOME, P. A.

Corporate Lunches | Happy Hour | Dine In / Carry Out
Open Daily 11:30 am to 12 midnight

10800 Rhode Island Avenue / Beltsville, MD 20705      Parishioner
(240) 965-7651 / swahilivillages.com

BOLD. AUTHENTIC. AFRICAN.

Now Open!

Frances Fendlay
Realtor

O: (301)441-1071
C: (240)481-3851

Fendlay@msn.com
www.towncentermd.com

7829 Belle Point Dr, Greenbelt, MD 

Thinking about buying or selling
your home? Call me today for a
free home assessment! We offer
custom selling plans, property 
marketing, staging services and 
relocation support!

Home Repair, Odd Jobs, Inside and Outside, Around the House
Lawn and Garden

Bill Curry • 301-937-0078

G.H.E. Electric Services, Inc.

Residential & Commercial
Licensed & Insured

Everything electrical from basement to attic
Service Heavy Ups - Our Specialty

Replace Fuse Box with Circuit Breaker Box

Let Our Family of Skilled Electricians Serve You
Joseph J. Panizari, Sr. • Joseph J. Panizari, Jr.

Richard A. Panizari • Dino S. Panizari

11222 Old Baltimore Pike
Beltsville, Maryland 20705

301-937-5051
Fax 301-937-5054

College Park 

Car Wash
• 6 Self-Serve

Power Wand Bays
• 2 Touchless Drive Thrus

• 14 Vacuums
Open 24-7    On Route 1

VISA/MC
8616 Baltimore Ave.
College Park, MD

www.us1carwash.com

Contact Donna Delgrosso to place an ad today! 
ddelgrosso@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6295 

PAIN RELIEF 
WITHOUT DRUGS 

For 14 Years
White Oak

11120 New Hampshire Ave #200
Silver Spring, MD 20904

301-592-8200
www.whiteoaktherapy.com

College Park
4595 Van Buren St. #210

Riverdale Park Station, MD 20737
301-864-0009

www.collegeparktherapy.com

Medicare & Most Major 
Medical Insurances Accepted

~ Locally Owned & Operated ~
by a Parishioner of the Washington Archdiocese

Magic BeautyMagic Beauty
SalonSalon

10611 Montgomery Rd • Beltsville

301.937.2145301.937.2145
www.themagicbeautysalon.com

$10.00
OFF

Woman’s
Hair Cut
Discounts/Coupon for

NEW CUSTOMERS ONLY

$20.00
OFF

Chemical,
Color

or Balayage
Discounts/Coupon for

NEW CUSTOMERS ONLY

$5.00
OFF
Men’s

Hair Cut
Discounts/Coupon for

NEW CUSTOMERS ONLY


