
24th Sunday in Ordinary Time�

�

�

As Prince George's County gradually reopens, we are able to resume in�person 

Masses with a modified schedule and for a limited capacity.� �Addi�onally, we will 

con�nue our Virtual Zoom liturgies.�  Due to capacity restric�ons, sign�up is re-

quired for a%endance at in�person liturgies.� Enroll in our Flocknote communica-

�ons system on our parish website to receive parish no�fica�ons regarding how 

to sign�up for�in�person Masses, links for our con�nued Virtual Zoom liturgies, and 

parish announcements.� www.stjosephbeltsville.org�

�

Modified Liturgy�Schedule�

Saturday:� 5:00pm (Virtual Zoom Mass)�

Sunday:� 8:30am (Sign�up Required)�

� � � � � � � � � 11:00am (Sign�up Required)�

Tuesday:� 8:00am (Virtual Zoom Mass)�

Wednesday:��7:00�8:00pm (Virtual Zoom Eucharis�c Holy Hour)�

Thursday:� 8:00am (Virtual Zoom Mass)�

Friday:��8:00am (Sign�up Required)�

Confessions�

Saturday:��8:30�10:00am (in the Church Sanctuary)�

Food Pantry�

Saturday:��8:30�10:00am (in front of the Church)�

St. Joseph Catholic Church�

11007 Montgomery Road�

Beltsville, MD  20705�

(301) 937�7183�



Fr. Andrew_ 23rd Sunday, Ordinary Time, Year A             � � Gospel: Matthew 18:25�20   �

What does it mean to love another person?  The word “love” gets thrown around a lot, and we probably have 

many senses of what love is�the love spouses have for each other, the love of a parent and a child, the love of one’s 

friends, the love you have for something you like to do, the love God has for us�what brings us together as a parish.  We 

know from our lives what love is, but it can be hard to define love in a simple way because it is often contextual and nu-

anced.  Yet a classic definition in our Catholic parlance is that to love another person is to “will the good” of that person.  

We want what is best for the one we love, what is most fulfilling and sustaining.  In faith, we want others to know the 

love and mercy of God in their lives so that they may know of His peace.  �

The Gospels iterate repeatedly that we are called to love one another, and today St. Paul makes it very clear in 

his letter to the Romans that this is our fundamental task as Christians�to love.  “Owe nothing to anyone, except to love 

another; for the one who loves another has fulfilled the law.”  Everything about our lives�what we believe, the rules we 

follow, the way we relate with others�stems from this command to love.   Our mission to love is no surprise to any of us, 

but with all the divisions in our world today and even within the Church�it seems we can lose sight of the centrality of 

our call to love.  Instead, we cling to issues or preferences as the markers of what it means to be Christian.   You have to 

think a certain way, vote a certain way, or have a certain perspective in order to be deemed “Christian.”  You have to 

pick a side�you are either pro�life or pro�social justice, you have to be pro�Pope Francis or pro�Pope Benedict, you have 

to like Gregorian chant or folk music; and those who don’t fit our views are deemed less serious Christians. Yet, when 

we view the world and our faith in such myopic ways where we have to pick a side, we impose our own biases and pref-

erences, and we falsely think that our fundamental identity as Christians is rooted in politics, issues, or liturgical prefer-

ences.  Rather, our identity as Christians is rooted, entirely, in love�God’s abiding love for us, and our love for each oth-

er.  As St. Paul says, “…love is the fulfillment of the law,” love is the fulfillment of what it means to call ourselves 

Christian, and as Jesus reminds us, “where two or three are gathered together in my name, there am I in the midst of 

them,” without regards to politics, issues, or liturgical preferences, those “categories” we like to box ourselves into, who-

ever incomplete they may be. �

And since we know that each of us is wonderfully made in the image and likeness of God, we are called to see 

God in each other�“to love another person is to see the face of God!,” the classic line from the musical Les Misérables 

tells us.  To see the face of God in others really encapsulates the way Jesus loved, for He saw others�particularly those 

most vulnerable and on the margins�not as the world saw them as unclean sinners, or outcasts who must be feared and 

rejected.  But He saw everyone as perfectly created and wonderfully made as a child of God.  Jesus saw beyond divi-

sions and encountered others, and in following Him, He doesn’t simply invite us to do the same in our time, He compels 

us to do the same.  �

How radical a truly Christian way of loving others is for our own day, for it seems that our world tells us to be 

fearful and skeptical of those who are different, hostile to those whom we think are ‘threatening’ us.   But to close our-

selves up and hunker down seems contrary to the ways of Jesus, who never returned insult for insult or responded to hate 

with hate, even when calling others to task.   Rather, he responded with love, righteous love that was not passive and 

condoning of what was wrong, but love that called others to be better.  It must be the same with us; we must call each 

other to do better, to be better, but we never reject or give up on each other.�

And when we love we enter into a deeper spirit of solidarity, for we see that our lives are ultimately connected. 

What happens to you affects me; my choices affect yours.  At this point in our history, we must take ownership of how 

we act in order to do our part to take care of others.   The Church’s understanding of solidarity has major implications for 

societal life at a macro level, for it means that we are all interdependent, and it rejects any views that close us off from 

each other. �

But solidarity also has major implications for how we relate with others in our daily lives.  In solidarity with 

each other, we seek to move beyond our own needs and desires in order to support each other through difficult times�to 

give a helping hand to one in need, a listening ear to one who simply needs to talk.  And in solidarity with each other, we 

seek to resolve conflicts and challenges in a spirit of patience and understanding.  We openly, honestly, and patiently 

confront each other when disputes arise�never with backstabbing, gossip, and cynicism�but with love that seeks the good 

of each other. �

 And of course, as our Lord and Savior, Jesus is our guide.  In healing, forgiving sins, and calling others to a 

deeper conversion of heart, Jesus was never motivated by animus; our Lord was moved by compassion and empathy.  

“Lord forgive them, they know not what they do,” He said from the cross.  And He was strongly rooted in the truth of 

God’s love, and repeatedly throughout the Gospels, we see that He never held back asserting what was right, what was 

true.  His strong, even harsh, words for the self�righteousness of the scribes & Pharisees; His clearing out the temple 

from those who had turned it into a den of thieves; His calling the woman caught in adultery to sin no more, Jesus al-

ways called a spade a spade!   And He has strong words today as He talks about resolving disputes�when disputes arise 

and one does not own up to his fault, Jesus says “treat him as you would a Gentile or tax collector.”  But that begs the 

question, how did Jesus treat Gentiles or tax collectors?  He dined at table with him, reached out to them; He loved them! �
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YOUR AD HERE.

JOHN B. KINCAID, CPA
INCOME TAX, BUSINESS AND

PERSONAL ACCOUNTING
SERVICES

(301) 441-9300 Phone
john.johnbkincaidcpa@comcast.net

 8951 Edmonston Rd Fl 2 | Greenbelt, MD
Catholic Business Network

For more information
call LPI Today 800-477-4574

PLUMBING & HEATING
W.H. WINEGAR & SON

301-384-5818
Family Owned & Operated Since 1971

Water Heaters • Boilers
PlumBing Fixtures

electric Drain service
rePairs anD installations

MR T’S JANITORIAL
SERVICE COMPANY, Inc.
CONTRACT CLEANING SPECIALISTS

7500 ADELPHI ROAD
HYATTSVILLE, MARYLAND 20783

TELEPHONE 301-919-4100

Please support our advertisers and 
mention you saw their ad here.

This Space 
is Available

LET US PLACE 
YOUR AD HERE.



 Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 • Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 • www.4lpi.com St. Joseph, Beltsville, MD 04-0117

Compliments Of Orndorff & Spaid Inc.
Specializing in all types of Commercial 

and Industrial Roofing

(301) 937-5911
www.osroofing.com

Proud Vendor of St Joseph Church

Traditional Funerals • Cremation Services
Family Owned & Operated

www.borgwardtfuneralhome.com
4400 Powder Mill Road • Beltsville, MD

301-937-1707

Donald V. Borgwardt
FUNERAL HOME, P. A.

Corporate Lunches | Happy Hour | Dine In / Carry Out
Open Daily 11:30 am to 12 midnight

10800 Rhode Island Avenue / Beltsville, MD 20705      Parishioner
(240) 965-7651 / swahilivillages.com

BOLD. AUTHENTIC. AFRICAN.

Now Open!

Home Repair, Odd Jobs, Inside and Outside, Around the House
Lawn and Garden

Bill Curry • 301-937-0078

G.H.E. Electric Services, Inc.

Residential & Commercial
Licensed & Insured

Everything electrical from basement to attic
Service Heavy Ups - Our Specialty

Replace Fuse Box with Circuit Breaker Box

Let Our Family of Skilled Electricians Serve You
Joseph J. Panizari, Sr. • Joseph J. Panizari, Jr.

Richard A. Panizari • Dino S. Panizari

11222 Old Baltimore Pike
Beltsville, Maryland 20705

301-937-5051
Fax 301-937-5054

College Park 

Car Wash
• 6 Self-Serve

Power Wand Bays
• 2 Touchless Drive Thrus

• 14 Vacuums
Open 24-7    On Route 1

VISA/MC
8616 Baltimore Ave.
College Park, MD

www.us1carwash.com

Contact Donna Delgrosso to place an ad today! 
ddelgrosso@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6295 

PAIN RELIEF 
WITHOUT DRUGS 

For 14 Years
White Oak

11120 New Hampshire Ave #200
Silver Spring, MD 20904

301-592-8200
www.whiteoaktherapy.com

College Park
4595 Van Buren St. #210

Riverdale Park Station, MD 20737
301-864-0009

www.collegeparktherapy.com

Medicare & Most Major 
Medical Insurances Accepted

~ Locally Owned & Operated ~
by a Parishioner of the Washington Archdiocese

Magic BeautyMagic Beauty
SalonSalon

10611 Montgomery Rd • Beltsville

301.937.2145301.937.2145
www.themagicbeautysalon.com

$10.00
OFF

Woman’s
Hair Cut
Discounts/Coupon for

NEW CUSTOMERS ONLY

$20.00
OFF

Chemical,
Color

or Balayage
Discounts/Coupon for

NEW CUSTOMERS ONLY

$5.00
OFF
Men’s

Hair Cut
Discounts/Coupon for

NEW CUSTOMERS ONLY


