
25th Sunday in Ordinary Time�

�

�

As Prince George's County gradually reopens, we are able to resume in�person 

Masses with a modified schedule and for a limited capacity.� �Addi�onally, we will 

con�nue our Virtual Zoom liturgies.�  Due to capacity restric�ons, sign�up is re-

quired for a%endance at in�person liturgies.� Enroll in our Flocknote communica-

�ons system on our parish website to receive parish no�fica�ons regarding how 

to sign�up for�in�person Masses, links for our con�nued Virtual Zoom liturgies, and 

parish announcements.� www.stjosephbeltsville.org�

�

Modified Liturgy�Schedule�

Saturday:� 5:00pm (Virtual Zoom Mass)�

Sunday:� 8:30am (Sign�up Required)�

� � � � � � � � � 11:00am (Sign�up Required)�

Tuesday:� 8:00am (Virtual Zoom Mass)�

Wednesday:��7:00�8:00pm (Virtual Zoom Eucharis�c Holy Hour)�

Thursday:� 8:00am (Virtual Zoom Mass)�

Friday:��8:00am (Sign�up Required)�

Confessions�

Saturday:��8:30�10:00am (in the Church Sanctuary)�

Food Pantry�

Saturday:��8:30�10:00am (in front of the Church)�

St. Joseph Catholic Church�

11007 Montgomery Road�

Beltsville, MD  20705�

(301) 937�7183�



Fr. Andrew_ 24th Sunday, Ordinary Time, Year A             � � � Gospel: Matthew 18:21�35  �

One of the most profound aspects of priestly ministry for me is to hear confessions. As a priest, my job is to serve as a ves-

sel of the Lord’s forgiveness and to speak on His behalf to absolve sins, “God the Father of mercies, through the death and resur-

rec#on of His Son has reconciled the world to himself and sent the Holy Spirit among us for the forgiveness of sins; through the 

ministry of the Church may God give you pardon and peace, and I absolve you from your sins in the name of the Father, and of the 

Son, and of the Holy Spirit, Amen.” �

We just had 1st Communion yesterday for our, now, 3rd graders whose 1st Communion was postponed last spring, and 

last week I stopped by their class in the school to talk with them about their prepara#on for 1st Communion, which included mak-

ing their 1st Penance in recent months. I asked them what it was like to go to Confession for the first #me, and they said, scary and 

nerve wracking. Then I asked them how they felt a0erwards, they said super happy, relieved, as if a weight was li0ed off their 

shoulders! And I, too, share their sen#ments. It is nerve wracking for me to go to Confession, too. It is hard to look within and have 

to examine my faults and shortcomings. But then to know those sins are li0ed; it’s a wonderful sense of lightness again, of a bur-

den taken off, even when I can some#mes feel like a broken record in confession. �

My friends, the gi0 of Confession is one of the most profound gi0s God gives us, for it’s a gi0 given out of His uncondi#on-

al love, and it is a gi0 that is always there for us, no ma6er how small or grave our sins may be. We go to the Lord throughout our 

lives, whether we are preparing for our 1st Communion or we are preparing to pass into enteral life, for we are all in need of God’s 

healing, we are all in need of His grace�His free, underserved help so that we may be the daughters and sons we are called to be, 

beloved always, but daughters and sons in need of ever�deepening conversion of heart. We are always in need of le7ng go of our 

doubts and fears in order to trust in Him and know His peace in our souls. �

And a reflec#on of our deepening conversion of heart in which we live, always, for the Lord as St. Paul so beau#fully says 

in his le6er to the Romans, is how we share God’s mercy with others. Paul says, “For if we live, we live for the Lord, and if we die, 

we die for the Lord; so then, whether we live or die, we are the Lord’s.” By virtue of our bap#sm, we are the Lord’s and because we 

are His, we are called to be vessels of His mercy, compassion, and forgiveness for another one, just as we receive from Him. �

We all know this, in theory, this call to be kind and merciful as the Lord is to us, there is no surprise in this, but when we 

are honest with ourselves, we can probably all see how difficult it is to live a truly authen#c, Chris#an ethic out in real life! It’s hu-

man nature to hold on to grudges and hurts, to lord it over those who have hurt us; we cast judgment or dispersions on those 

whom we perceive as somehow against us. The world tells us to close ourselves up into our tribes and cut ourselves off from others 

who are deemed different.  �

But Jesus shows us a different way, and since we belong to Him, our ways must be different, too. We do not hold onto 

grudges, we do not allow hurts to turn us to despair, we do not allow our prejudices to dominate how we perceive one another. 

Rather, we behold everyone�without condi#on�as a beloved daughter or son, a fellow sister or brother, united in dignity, united in 

our very reflec#on of God’s image and likeness. �

And our constant challenge is to forgive one another, as the Father forgives us. Peter’s ques#ons to Jesus in our Gospel 

today, “Lord, if my brother sins against me, how o0en must I forgive? As many as seven #mes” is a perfectly logical one, and as 

seven is a sort of sacred, perfect number, I imagine Peter expected that Jesus would say, yes, you get it, Peter, seven #mes you are 

called to forgive! He probably expected an answer of seven #mes to be regarded as the highest possible achievement! But Jesus 

takes Peter’s earnest answer to an even higher, lo0ier level�“I say to you, not seven #mes but seventy�seven #mes”, essen#ally, 

Peter, you must be ready to forgive with an u6erly unlimited readiness. We do not condi#on or in any way restrict our willingness 

to love one another. �

Of course this is difficult and seemingly impossible for us, if we think we have to do it on our own. But with God, all things 

are possible, even our ability to forgive one another. And, of course, to forgive does not mean we simply accept what is wrong or 

condone injus#ce. Jus#ce and mercy go hand�and�hand, and even the acts of penance we are called to make when we go to con-

fession are a reflec#on of our need to work for jus#ce, to right what is wrong, to recognize that our ac#ons have consequences 

that we face and accept. And as Jesus reminds us in the Gospel passage that immediately precedes today, which we read last week, 

we are to correct one another and resolve disputes when they arise, but always in love!�

In addi#on, it is the same with our call to forgive, always in love! Never to forgive and resent and harbor grudges�that is 

not true forgiveness�but to forgive in a way that li0s everyone one up, has the one who hurt us, and ourselves! Forgiveness allows 

us to let go of the burdens that weigh us down, from the pains and resentments that bind us. It’s human nature to harbor nega#vi-

ty, but we know in our hearts that we don’t like this, that it isn’t good for us to live with chips or some#mes, sadly, even craters on 

our shoulders. There is no joy or peace, no freedom, in those craters. �

Rather, our faith in Jesus and the mercy we receive from Him invites us to be free! Free to let go, free to work for what is 

right and just, free to love. Of course, in real life, none of this is easy, but with God guiding us, li0ing us up and forgiving us, all 

things are possible! �
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JOHN B. KINCAID, CPA
INCOME TAX, BUSINESS AND

PERSONAL ACCOUNTING
SERVICES

(301) 441-9300 Phone
john.johnbkincaidcpa@comcast.net

 8951 Edmonston Rd Fl 2 | Greenbelt, MD
Catholic Business Network

For more information
call LPI Today 800-477-4574

PLUMBING & HEATING
W.H. WINEGAR & SON

301-384-5818
Family Owned & Operated Since 1971

Water Heaters • Boilers
PlumBing Fixtures

electric Drain service
rePairs anD installations

MR T’S JANITORIAL
SERVICE COMPANY, Inc.
CONTRACT CLEANING SPECIALISTS

7500 ADELPHI ROAD
HYATTSVILLE, MARYLAND 20783

TELEPHONE 301-919-4100
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Compliments Of Orndorff & Spaid Inc.
Specializing in all types of Commercial 

and Industrial Roofing

(301) 937-5911
www.osroofing.com

Proud Vendor of St Joseph Church

Traditional Funerals • Cremation Services
Family Owned & Operated

www.borgwardtfuneralhome.com
4400 Powder Mill Road • Beltsville, MD

301-937-1707

Donald V. Borgwardt
FUNERAL HOME, P. A.

Corporate Lunches | Happy Hour | Dine In / Carry Out
Open Daily 11:30 am to 12 midnight

10800 Rhode Island Avenue / Beltsville, MD 20705      Parishioner
(240) 965-7651 / swahilivillages.com

BOLD. AUTHENTIC. AFRICAN.

Now Open!

Home Repair, Odd Jobs, Inside and Outside, Around the House
Lawn and Garden

Bill Curry • 301-937-0078

G.H.E. Electric Services, Inc.

Residential & Commercial
Licensed & Insured

Everything electrical from basement to attic
Service Heavy Ups - Our Specialty

Replace Fuse Box with Circuit Breaker Box

Let Our Family of Skilled Electricians Serve You
Joseph J. Panizari, Sr. • Joseph J. Panizari, Jr.

Richard A. Panizari • Dino S. Panizari

11222 Old Baltimore Pike
Beltsville, Maryland 20705

301-937-5051
Fax 301-937-5054

College Park 

Car Wash
• 6 Self-Serve

Power Wand Bays
• 2 Touchless Drive Thrus

• 14 Vacuums
Open 24-7    On Route 1

VISA/MC
8616 Baltimore Ave.
College Park, MD

www.us1carwash.com

Contact Donna Delgrosso to place an ad today! 
ddelgrosso@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6295 

PAIN RELIEF 
WITHOUT DRUGS 

For 14 Years
White Oak

11120 New Hampshire Ave #200
Silver Spring, MD 20904

301-592-8200
www.whiteoaktherapy.com

College Park
4595 Van Buren St. #210

Riverdale Park Station, MD 20737
301-864-0009

www.collegeparktherapy.com

Medicare & Most Major 
Medical Insurances Accepted

~ Locally Owned & Operated ~
by a Parishioner of the Washington Archdiocese

Magic BeautyMagic Beauty
SalonSalon

10611 Montgomery Rd • Beltsville

301.937.2145301.937.2145
www.themagicbeautysalon.com

$10.00
OFF

Woman’s
Hair Cut
Discounts/Coupon for

NEW CUSTOMERS ONLY

$20.00
OFF

Chemical,
Color

or Balayage
Discounts/Coupon for

NEW CUSTOMERS ONLY

$5.00
OFF
Men’s

Hair Cut
Discounts/Coupon for

NEW CUSTOMERS ONLY


