
26th Sunday in Ordinary Time�

�

�

As Prince George's County gradually reopens, we are able to resume in�person 

Masses with a modified schedule and for a limited capacity.� �Addi�onally, we will 

con�nue our Virtual Zoom liturgies.�  Due to capacity restric�ons, sign�up is re-

quired for a%endance at in�person liturgies.� Enroll in our Flocknote communica-

�ons system on our parish website to receive parish no�fica�ons regarding how 

to sign�up for�in�person Masses, links for our con�nued Virtual Zoom liturgies, and 

parish announcements.� www.stjosephbeltsville.org�

�

Modified Liturgy�Schedule�

Saturday:� 5:00pm (Virtual Zoom Mass)�

Sunday:� 8:30am (Sign�up Required)�

� � � � � � � � � 11:00am (Sign�up Required)�

Tuesday:� 8:00am (Virtual Zoom Mass)�

Wednesday:��7:00�8:00pm (Virtual Zoom Eucharis�c Holy Hour)�

Thursday:� 8:00am (Virtual Zoom Mass)�

Friday:��8:00am (Sign�up Required)�

Confessions�

Saturday:��8:30�10:00am (in the Church Sanctuary)�

Food Pantry�

Saturday:��8:30�10:00am (in front of the Church)�

St. Joseph Catholic Church�

11007 Montgomery Road�

Beltsville, MD  20705�

(301) 937�7183�



Fr. Andrew_ 25

th

 Sunday Ordinary Time, Year A. � � � � � Gospel Matthew 20:1�16a�

�

� There are many things these days that seem so unfair�the pandemic that continues to impact all of us and has tragically 

killed a staggering number of people, horrific wildfires and hurricanes that cause so much destruction, racial tensions and discrimina-

tion; so many things leave us on edge.  We try to make sense of things, to understand what is going on so that we can respond in 

ways that will make things better.  Yet at times in life�and perhaps these days are one of those times�there are no explanations that 

can suffice.   And especially when we ourselves, or those we love, face severe trials that don’t make sense, our faith in God’s good-

ness can be shaken, and the problem of evil�why do innocent people suffer??�is one with which we wrestle.  We know that God, who 

is all good and loving, does not cause suffering, yet He allows suffering to happen.  But to what ends?    Why does God allow us to 

experience pain and suffering, loss and confusion?�

The reality is that we do not know and we never will, in this life.   But we do know the Lord is with us always, through eve-

rything, in every blessing and in every cross.   There is a classic poem, Footprints in the Sand, in which the author recounts a dream 

in which she walks along the beach with the Lord, and scenes from her life flash across the sky.  In each scene, she notices two sets 

of footprints in the sand, hers and the Lords.  Then she also notices scenes in her life that were her lowest and saddest times, but for 

those there are only one set of footprints.  And so she asks the Lord, “Lord, you said that once I decided to follow you, you would 

walk with me all the way.  But during the sad and low times, there were only one set of footprints.  Why would you leave me?   And 

the Lord says, “I never left you in those times��I carried you in those times.”�

� I love this poem because it reminds us that God walks with us through every journey of our lives, and especially in those 

low times, He is right there with us, carrying us, giving us His grace move beyond despair and hold onto hope, no matter how dim 

that hope may seem.    “The Lord is near to all who call him,” we prayed in the psalm, and so we must never cease calling out to 

him, crying out to him in our need, especially in those times that make no sense because He is near.  Prayer is about opening up to 

God, “raising our minds and hearts to God” as defined in the catechism, and whatever is on our mind or our heart we raise to Him.  

We meet God in prayer; we wrestle with Him and rejoice or cry with Him, we listen to Him in prayer.  In prayer where we encounter 

God who is infinitely close to us, near to us calming our fears, inviting us to trust that all things are known to Him.  And in prayer, 

God invites us to let go of needing to have all the answers, or needing to make sense of everything.  He is infinitely close but also so 

utterly beyond us, and prayer invites us to abandon ourselves into His providence that is always at work, even in ways beyond our 

ability to comprehend.�

� “For my thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your ways my ways, says the Lord,” the prophet Isaiah tells us today, and 

frankly, thank goodness for this!   Our ways are often ways of vengeance, judgment, ridicule, ways that are small and petty.  We can 

be quick to condemn others, often without even trying to understand where another person is coming from in his or her perspective, 

and we see this constantly in our politics, and sadly we even see it in the Church.  Catholics questioning the basic legitimacy of oth-

ers’ faith based on issues or politics, declaring who is a true Catholic and who is not, when accusations like this are effectively theo-

logical malpractice.  What makes us Catholic is Baptism, period, not how one votes, not even, how often one attends Church.   Of 

course, we are called to form our consciences in accord with Church teaching�and the full depth and breadth of Church teaching, 

even when it conflicts with our politics�and of course, we are called to attend Mass, receive the sacraments and participate in the life 

of the Church.  But what makes us Catholic is Baptism, and if we ever judge the authenticity of another’s faith, we are effectively 

like the Pharisees Jesus so often rails against who were so quick to point out the splinter in another’s eye, yet were blinded by the 

planks in their own!  In prayer, we look within, with the Lord, to understand our own planks so we may be more forgiving of others’ 

splinters.�

And in prayer, we ask the Lord to help us get out of the way and allow Him to work!  We may have our own notions of 

what is fair and just, but they are not necessarily the Lord’s notions, as we see in our Gospel today.  From a logical human perspec-

tive, it seems clear that those who labored longer in the vineyard should be paid more; it is only fair, right?    Those who toiled long-

er, those who sweat more should be rewarded accordingly.  However, a further question this parable leaves us with is just why were 

there so many laborers who were not originally selected for work in the first place, and only hired out by the landowner later in the 

day?  At first blush, we may think they were not hired because of laziness, but then again they were out there waiting to be hired all 

day, as the parable suggests they stood there all day, waiting to be hired, but only some were initially chosen.   Why is this?   Why 

were some chosen and others not?   There are fundamental questions of justice at work here.  Why are some blessed and some are 

not?   It seems unfair.    �

� But that is where the Kingdom of Heaven isn’t about our ways; it is not about our limited notions of justice and fairness.  

Rather, the Kingdom of Heaven is about God’s own indwelling in our world; it is about His saving presence in our lives in the per-

son of Jesus Christ, His unconditional love for every person.  This Kingdom is entirely a gift God gives us, and it is important that 

we remind ourselves of our unworthiness before the Lord, for in our unworthiness we humbly need Him.  “Lord, I am not worthy 

that you should enter under my roof, but only say the word and my soul shall be healed”; we say these words expressing our un-

worthiness in every Mass.�

� And because our faith in God is a gift freely given to us, we must never begrudge the ways in which God bestows His mer-

cy and His love, even for those whom we may falsely think are not deserving of His blessing.  We should never begrudge those who 

seem to have ‘more’ faith than us, and we must never lord it over those whose faith we think does not measure up to ours.  Ultimate-

ly, we are all on this journey of life together, and the Lord desires to bring each one of us into His vineyard of love.  For in His vine-

yard, His Kingdom, there is no more division, no more pain, no envy or jealously, no more measuring out accordingly to our human 

constructs of fairness.   Rather, there is simply love, there is simply the Lord carrying us and holding us in the palm of His hand!  �
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LET US PLACE 
YOUR AD HERE.

JOHN B. KINCAID, CPA
INCOME TAX, BUSINESS AND

PERSONAL ACCOUNTING
SERVICES

(301) 441-9300 Phone
john.johnbkincaidcpa@comcast.net

 8951 Edmonston Rd Fl 2 | Greenbelt, MD
Catholic Business Network

For more information
call LPI Today 800-477-4574

PLUMBING & HEATING
W.H. WINEGAR & SON

301-384-5818
Family Owned & Operated Since 1971

Water Heaters • Boilers
PlumBing Fixtures

electric Drain service
rePairs anD installations

MR T’S JANITORIAL
SERVICE COMPANY, Inc.
CONTRACT CLEANING SPECIALISTS

7500 ADELPHI ROAD
HYATTSVILLE, MARYLAND 20783

TELEPHONE 301-919-4100

Please support our advertisers and 
mention you saw their ad here.

This Space 
is Available
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Compliments Of Orndorff & Spaid Inc.
Specializing in all types of Commercial 

and Industrial Roofing

(301) 937-5911
www.osroofing.com

Proud Vendor of St Joseph Church

Traditional Funerals • Cremation Services
Family Owned & Operated

www.borgwardtfuneralhome.com
4400 Powder Mill Road • Beltsville, MD

301-937-1707

Donald V. Borgwardt
FUNERAL HOME, P. A.

Corporate Lunches | Happy Hour | Dine In / Carry Out
Open Daily 11:30 am to 12 midnight

10800 Rhode Island Avenue / Beltsville, MD 20705      Parishioner
(240) 965-7651 / swahilivillages.com

BOLD. AUTHENTIC. AFRICAN.

Now Open!

Home Repair, Odd Jobs, Inside and Outside, Around the House
Lawn and Garden

Bill Curry • 301-937-0078

G.H.E. Electric Services, Inc.

Residential & Commercial
Licensed & Insured

Everything electrical from basement to attic
Service Heavy Ups - Our Specialty

Replace Fuse Box with Circuit Breaker Box

Let Our Family of Skilled Electricians Serve You
Joseph J. Panizari, Sr. • Joseph J. Panizari, Jr.

Richard A. Panizari • Dino S. Panizari

11222 Old Baltimore Pike
Beltsville, Maryland 20705

301-937-5051
Fax 301-937-5054

College Park 

Car Wash
• 6 Self-Serve

Power Wand Bays
• 2 Touchless Drive Thrus

• 14 Vacuums
Open 24-7    On Route 1

VISA/MC
8616 Baltimore Ave.
College Park, MD

www.us1carwash.com

Contact Donna Delgrosso to place an ad today! 
ddelgrosso@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6295 

PAIN RELIEF 
WITHOUT DRUGS 

For 14 Years
White Oak

11120 New Hampshire Ave #200
Silver Spring, MD 20904

301-592-8200
www.whiteoaktherapy.com

College Park
4595 Van Buren St. #210

Riverdale Park Station, MD 20737
301-864-0009

www.collegeparktherapy.com

Medicare & Most Major 
Medical Insurances Accepted

~ Locally Owned & Operated ~
by a Parishioner of the Washington Archdiocese

Magic BeautyMagic Beauty
SalonSalon

10611 Montgomery Rd • Beltsville

301.937.2145301.937.2145
www.themagicbeautysalon.com

$10.00
OFF

Woman’s
Hair Cut
Discounts/Coupon for

NEW CUSTOMERS ONLY

$20.00
OFF

Chemical,
Color

or Balayage
Discounts/Coupon for

NEW CUSTOMERS ONLY

$5.00
OFF
Men’s

Hair Cut
Discounts/Coupon for

NEW CUSTOMERS ONLY


